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Of  all  UM,pU»»ure6  aud  luxuries  wbicb  t}ie 
blcsrings  of  modGm  peace  have  brought  in 
tlieir  train,  none  are  more  universally  desired, 
pursued,  attained,  and  abused  than  those  of 
iravelUng.     Of  all  the  varying  motives  wliich 

I  impel  the  actions  of  mankind,  at  this  or  any 
dme,  none  are  so  multifarious,  so  relative,  so 
contradictory,  and  so  specious  as  those  of 
travelling.     The  young  and  ardent,  borne  on 

I  the  wing?  of  hope  —  the  listless  and  vapid, 
poshed  forward  on  the  mere  dancing  wire  of 

,  bshion- — the  restless  and  disappointed,  urged 
VOL.  r.  H 
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onward  by  the  perpetual  spur  of  excitement,  all 
bring  a  different  worship  to  the  same  idol.  If 
there  be  good  angels  watching  our  movements 
from  above,  gazing,  as  the  deaf,  on  the  busy 
dance  of  life,  and  insensible  to  the  jarring  tones 
which  impel  it,  how  utterly  incomprehensible 
must  those  inducements  appear  to  them  which 
drive  tens  of  thousands  annually  from  their 
native  shores,  to  seek  enjoj-ments  which  at 
home  they  would  not  have  extended  a  hand  to 
gjasp,  to  encounter  discomforts  which  at  home 
would  have  been  shunned  as  positive  misfor- 
tunes, to  withhold  their  substance  where  it  ill 
can  be  spared,  to  spend  it  where  it  were  better 
away — wliich  lead  individuals  voluntarily  to 
forsake  all  they  can  best  iove  and  trust,  to 
follow  a  phantom,  to  double  the  chances  of  mis- 
fortune, or  at  best  but  to  create  to  themselves 
a  new  home  to  leave  it  again,  in  sorrow  and 
heaviness  of  heart,  like  the  old  one.  But  such 
is  human  nature; — seldom  enjoying  a  good 
but  in  anticipation,  seldom  prizing  happiness 
till  it  is  gone ;  and  such  the  reflections,  incon- 
sistent if  true,  of  one  who,  self-condemned,  is 
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following  in  the  motley  herd  of  these  emigrants, 
aud  who  has  now  outwardly  quitted  all  of 
England,  save  a  narrow  blue  strip  on  the 
horizon  which  a  finger  may  cover. 

And  now  even  that  has  disappeared :  and  I 
may  turn  with  undivided  attention  to  this  little 
cluster  of  mankind,  to  this  tiny  epitome  of  the 
great  world,  who  scarcely  before  had  one  in- 
terest in  common,  and  are  now  all  bound  to  the 
same  bourne,  without,  perhaps,  two  motives  in 
unison.  What  parts  they  intend  to  play  on  our 
lossiug  boards  by  no  means  yet  appear.  Some 
are  on  tlie  sick  list  already,  others  on  the  verge 
of  eurollmeut — some  inviting  but  not  accessi- 
ble— others  too  forbidding  in  their  sullen  walk 
overhead,  in  Uie  deep  retirement  of  their  mac- 
iatoshes,  to  make  it  a  matter  of  interest  whether 
they  be  the  one  or  the  other.  Families  still 
cling  together,  for  the  further  bound,  the 
finner  docs  the  English  nationality  adhere, 
and  all  maintain  a  quiet  reserve,  except  a  few 
huge-ringed  Germans,  in  whose  favour  one 
would  scarcely  care  first  to  waive  it,  and  a 
Frenohruan,  an  old  officer  of  the  empire,  who  is 
b2 
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unobtrusively  attentive  to  all.  It  argues  no 
want  of  Christian  charity  to  judge  at  first  sight 
what  is  displayed  at  first  sight.  That  portion 
of  character  which  each  individual  first  brings 
to  market  is  his  taste — it  matters  not  whether 
in  dress,  manners,  or  conversation,  and  any 
uncalled-for  exhibition  of  the  deeper  and  more 
sacred  parts  of  a  character  at  this  stage  of  ac- 
quaintance, is  as  much  at  variance  with  the 
rules  of  taste  as  the  grossest  neglect  of  conven- 
tional  courtesy  would  be  on  the  other  hand. 

Our  most  conspicuous  group  is  an  English 
gentleman,  with  his  wife  and  family.  Himself, 
with  a  high- priestral  air,  and  aristocratic  bear- 
ing, and  a  melodious  voice,  and  a  frame  of 
strength  that  might  better  have  been  bestowed 
on  one  of  our  sailors ;  his  wife,  a  pretty  delicate 
woman,  who  tripped  at  first  with  a  light  foot 
by  his  side,  but  is  now  laid  low  in  -her  berth, 
with  her  little  boy  of  six  years  old  tumbling 
about  her.  The  daughter,  a  lovely  girl  of 
seventeen,  still  remains  proof  to  the  increasing 
movement,  and  braves  a  cold  wind  without 
cloak  or  boa,  showing  a  white  throat  round 
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vhich  her  light  ringlets,  escaping  from  a  clotli 
travelling  cap,  more  becoming  than  serviceable 
to  the  pretty  countenance  beneath,  wind  them- 
selves in  lengthening  circles.     Then  follows  a 
Swedish  lady  with  two  daughters,  or  nieces, 
whose  timid  bearing  contrasts  most  strangely 
with  her  own.     In  truth,  she  promises  to  prove 
but  a  troublesome  addition  to  the  party,  and  it 
would  be  difficult  to  define  to  what  school  of 
propriety  her  manners  belong,  or  how  she  con- 
trived to  make  them  pass  current  in  the  land 
we  have  just  quitted.     She  may  be  a  worthy 
■  woman,  but  wants  the  good  tast«  to  seem  so — 
I  may  Neptune-not  spare  her.     To  her  succeed 
I  rarious   sundries  —  single    ladies   and    single 
gentletnen,  and  a  newly-married  couple,  who 
I  came  on  board  most  vehemently  enamoured, 
I  but  now  sit  with  averted  faces,  and  crest-fallen 
looks,  and  seem  to  find  Cupid  anything  but  a 
goo<!   sailor.     And    lastly,  our   good  captain, 
who,  before  starting,   we    found    in   no    very 
amicable  discussion  with  two  stout  gentlemen, 
and  who  retained  his  ruffled  looks  for  the  first 
w  hours  of  our  voyage,  but  now  shines  forth 
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a  man  of  kindnesses  and  courtesies,  appearing 
with  a  merry  anecdote,  or  some  tempting 
cordial  for  those  who  can  still  be  tempted,  and 
shaking  his  head  with  a  serio-comic  expression 
as  he  finds  his  saloon  emptying  and  his  berths 
filling,  though  he  does  not  seem  much  dis* 
tressed  about  it  either.  Our  chances  of  a 
pleasant  voyage  seem  but  slender,  the  wind  is 
dead  ahead,  and  whispers  are  passing  round 
that  the  vessel  is  unduly  laden.  Upon  the 
fore-decks  are  fixed  six  pyramidal  masses  of 
lead  which  completely  submerge  that  end, 
lifting  our  aft  end  out  of  the  waves,  and  in- 
creasing the  movement  in  a  proportionate 
degree.  The  second  cabin  and  every  other 
spare  space  is  broken  up  and  filled  with  cargo, 
which  quarters  a  few  very  shabby  passengers 
upon  our  saloon;  while  a  beautiful  horse, 
bound  for  the  Prince  of  Oldenburg,  but  with 
small  chance  of  reaching  him,  being  denied 
the  necessary  accommodations  for  a  voyage  of 
this  length,  was  placed  in  an  open  crib  upon 
deck,  where  the  first  few  rough  seas  threw  him 
down,  and  where  he  now  lies,  drenched  with 
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salt  water,  in  a  state  of  sufferiiig  which  wrings 
all  hearts  to  behold.  The  merchant  part  of 
the  vessel  i«  the  business  of  the  directors  to 
whom  she  belongs.  Id  our  present  prospects, 
tJierefore,  the  two  fat  worshippers  of  Mammon, 
who  disturbed  our  worthy  captain's  peace  of 
mind  at  the  onset,  are  tliought  of  with  no  good 

will 

Tliree  days  have  now  elapsed  since  I  took  up 
the  pen,  and  three  such  days  as  will  scarcely  be 
forgotten  by  any  one  on  board.  Were  it  not  for 
my  oath  of  fidelity  1  might  be  tempted  to  pass 
over  tile  scenes  of  the  interim  rather  than  wring 
one  sigh,  though  it  were  of  thankfulness,  from 
hearts  I  love.  The  rolling  and  labouring  of  the 
vessel  increased  with  every  hour;  the  fore-eud 
settled  more  completely  under  the  waves,  whilst 
ours  swung  to  and  fro,  describing  almost  a  half 
circle  at  every  swell.  As  for  the  sufferings 
below,  though  of  little  moment  when  compared 
with  the  labours  and  exertions  on  deck,  yet 
they  were  such  as  I  question  whether  any  over- 
head would  have  exchanged  with  —  and  yet 
^L      the  miserable  beings  in  the  berths  were  almost 
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envied  by  those  whose  proud  stomachs,  and  but 
few  there  were,  still  allowed  them  the  use  of 
their  feet, — if  such  it  could  be  called,  when  the 
latter  were  taken  from  under  you  at  every  in- 
stant. Chairs  tipped  over — rsofas  glided  away 
—  our  meals  were  snatched  between  high 
entrenchments,  while  at  any  more  desperate 
toss  every  arm  was  extended  to  embrace  the 
decanter,  or  any  other  fragile  neighbour  who 
seemed  in  danger  of  falling.  At  first,  all  this 
was  borne  with  infinite  good  humour,  and 
there  was  plenty  of  the  ludicrous  to  supply  the 
absence  of  the  comfortable,  but  soon  this  va- 
nished amidst  the  tumult  of  the  elements, 
jokes  came  few  and  far  between  from  lips 
which  carefully  suppressed  other  feelings,  and 
the  tacit  freemasonry  of  anxiety  was  all  that 
remained  to  the  slender  remnant  in  the  saloon. 
Three  exhausting  days  had  thus  been  passed, 
each  rougher  than  its  predecessor,  and  the 
evening  of  the  third  now  wore  on  frightfully. 
The  promptitude  of  all  hands — the  fearful 
shocks  —  and  the  upturned  position  of  the 
vessel,  banished  even  the  small  comfort  which 
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our  ignorance  of  sea  matters  had  afforded.  A 
few  of  us,  unable  to  quit  the  comfort  of  com- 
panionship, lingered  up  by  the  light  of  a  small 
lamp  sunk  deep  in  a  basin.  The  steward  and 
stewardess  each  stood  at  the  door  of  their  re- 
spective departments.  The  pretty  young  En- 
glish girl,  who  had  meanwhile  much  associated 
herself  with  me,  and  hitherto  proved  a  stout 
sailor,  now,  giving  way  to  a  sense  of  danger 
her  short  life  had  never  before  experienced, 
flung  herself  on  my  neck  and  wept  in  agony. 
I  tried  to  comfort  her,  but  words  of  comfort 
came  strangely  from  one  who  knew  none 
within,  and  were  contradicted  too  instantly  by 
the  wild  hubbub  around.  I  felt  like  a  false 
prophet,  saying  "peace,  peace,"  where  there 
was  no  peace.  There  are  not  many  who  have 
leisure  to  note  the  various  sounds  of  a  desperate 
vessel — the  horrid  crack  and  strain  which  ac- 
companies each  descent  into  the  abyss,  and 
which  tile  ear  drinks  greedily  in  till  it  knows 
them  by  heart,  or  till  a  new  wrench,  louder 
than  the  foregoing,  startles  and  probes  you  to 
a  fresh  sense  of  fear.  Or,  worse  tlian  all,  the 
n3 
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gwimming,  deathlike  suspense  of  sound  and 
movement,  when  she  lies  powerless  m  the 
curdling  deep,  and  the  moan  of  the  gale,  and 
the  toll  of  the  watch  bell,  sounding  like  your 
knell,  is  heard  above.  At  this  moment,  a 
tremendous  sea  lifted  us  from  the  ocean,  and 
then  hurried  us  crashing  down  to  a  depth 
whence  it  seemed  impossible  for  any  inanimate 
object  to  recover  itself.  All  the  furniture  fell 
around,  and,  in  the  convulsive  grasp  with 
which  I  clung  to  my  companion,  I  felt  another 
arm  was  round  her  neck — it  was  her  mother — 
pale  and  agitated — ^her  little  boy  on  her  other 
hand.  The  stewardess  was  on  her  knees,  and 
the  steward,  with  the  sang-froid  of  long  sea  ex- 
perience, coolly  said,  "such  another  sea  will 
finish  us."  All  now  rushed  from  their  berths, 
sickness  was  forgotten  in  the  general  panic, 
and  the  captain's  clear  voice  was  heard  calling 
down  the  companion,  "  Let  the  passengers 
prepare  to  come  on  deck  at  a  moment's  warn- 
ing, but  not  before*'  Not  a  word  now  was 
spoken,  and  with  hearts  less  appalled  with  the 
actual  presence  of  danger,  than  wrung  with  the 
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recollection  of  home  and  friends,  each  prepared 
himself  or  assisted  othere.  And  thus  we 
waited — some  trembling,  others  cold  and  firm 
as  marble,  none  in  foolish  lamentations ;  our 
hearts  eick  with  the  excessive  tension  which 
weighted  the  overladen  minutes  ;  every  instant 
expecting  tlie  dread  summons  on  deck — every 
instant  thankful  tliat  its  predecessor  had  left  us 
in  safety.  Four  mortal  hours,  from  midnight 
till  four  in  the  morning,  the  struggle  lasted. 
when  the  captain  appeared  amongst  tis  and 
bade  us  retire  to  rest ;  no  question  was  asked 
him,  but  his  bleached  face  and  worn  looks 
showed  the  wear  of  mind  and  body  he  had  un- 
dcrgone.  Tlius  our  trial  ended.  Thanks  be 
to  God,  and  our  good  ship. 

The  next  morning  a  late  breakfast  gathered 
together  a  few  eilent,  languid  customers ;  for 
the  complete  exhaustion,  the  dreadful  stretch  to 
which  every  feeling  of  our  minds  and  nerve  of 
our  bodies  had  been  subjected,  now  made  itself 
felt.  Nor  was  the  rolling  of  the  vessel  at  this 
hour  any  joke.  We  ate  with  our  6ngers,  for 
knives  and  forks  would  lia%'e  bet'n  too  daiiger- 
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ous  implements;  plates  were  superfluous  where 
not  one  thing  kept  its  place  for  one  moment. 
The  impossibility  of  inducing  the  tea-pot  and 
tea-cups  to  act  in  the  necessary  concert  excited 
a  few  faint  smiles ;  when  down  went  the  coffee 
pot,  and  the  milk  after  it,  which  loosened  our 
muscles  more  effectually.  I  was  glad  of  this 
opportunity  to  witness  a  really  fine  sea,  and, 
being  securely  lashed  on  deck,  gazed  on  a 
liquid  wall  of  the  most  exquisite  marine  co* 
lours,  battlemented  with  crests  of  angry  foam 
which  bound  in  our  horizon  to  a  narrow  span. 
Towards  the  fore-end  all  was  devastation — the 
water  had  torn  away  all  it  could  reach ;  but 
there  stood  those  ill-fJEited  masses  of  lead,  like 
harpies  of  evil  omen  upon  us,  unmoved  by  the 
dreadful  rocking  of  the  storm.  They  had  been 
cursed  enough  in  that  night  by  the  ship's  com- 
pany, whose  united  strength  had  not  sufficed 
to  stir  them  one  inch  from  their  place;  and 
with  them,^the  directors,  whose  cupidity  had 
planted  them  there.  And  this  reminds  me  of 
a  confession  which  my  young  friend  has  made 
me,  and  which  is  too  pretty  to  be  withheld. 


'.] 
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Many  a  prayer  during  the  hours  of  suspense 
bad  burst  from  her  youthful  heart,  and,  in  her 
anxiety  to  render  them  most  acceptable  to  the 
throne  of  grace,  she  bethought  herself  that  a 
Christian  ought  to  pray  for  her  enemies.  But 
now  came  a  difficult  question  ! — who  were  the 
enemies  of  happy  seventeen?  who  had  ever 
frowned  on  that  happy  face?  At  length  it 
occurred  to  her  that  those  who  bad  brought 
her  into  this  strait  were  her  only  legitimate 
foes,  and  I  grudge  the  greedy  directors  the  in 
genuoua  prayer  which  went  up  for  them  on 
that  night  of  terror.  The  chief  danger  had 
arisen  from  the  possibility  of  both  engine  fires 
extinguishing  at  once.  The  tremendous  sea 
which  dashed  over  us  at  midnight  had  quenched 
one,  and  had  the  other  shared  its  fate,  the  ves- 
sel, from  the  contrary  gale,  the  furious  sea,  and 
its  own  fettered  and  logged  condition,  must 
have  become  unmanageable 

But  while  I  am  talking  of  dangers  past,  who 
has  thought  on  the  poor  horse  !  alas  !  the  nol)le 
creature  lay  on  its  side — its  eyes  closed,  every 
joint  shattered,  only  not  dead.  The  captain 
besieged  with  entreaties  to  have  it  released 
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from  its  pain ;  but  here  cruel  policy  interfered, 
and  for  a  horse  of  this  value,  though  its  end 
be  certain,  he  dared  not  be  responsible.  It  died 
the  next  day. 

We  now  changed  our  course,  and  steered  for 
Christiansand,  in  Norway.  In  a  few  hours  all 
was  quiet,  the  sky  became  serene,  the  liquid 
mountains  sank,  and  a  bold,  rocky  coast,  soft- 
ening in  the  rays  of  the  evening  sun,  appeared 
in  sight.  We  reached  the  little  haven,  through 
magnificent  defiles  of  rock,  about  six  in  the 
evening,  and  this  quiet  anchorage  after  the  late 
severe  struggle  seemed  like  lassitude  after  pain. 
Here,  we  put  the  whole  little  Christiansand 
world  into  a  commotion.  The  decks  were 
crowded  with  loitering  staring  individuals, 
while  we  made  ready  to  go  on  shore  and  ex- 
plore ere  it  should  become  too  dark.  Now 
that  all  was  safe,  the  Swedish  lady  thought  fit 
to  act  a  scene  and  play  the  timid.  On  shore 
she  would  go,  but  screamed  on  descending  the 
ship's  side,  and,  laying  herself  literally  along  the 
ladder,  refused  to  move  up  or  down ;  while 
half  a  dozen  boats  below  contended  for  her 
favours,  and  one  of  our  rough  tars  called  out 
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from  above,  "  tate  a  boat-hook  to  her."  The 
captain,  however,  to  whom  she  was  very  pro- 
diga]  of  her  smiles,  soon  quiet<.'d  all  with  the 
proffer  of  his  arm,  and  we  landed  the  lady  in 
safety.  Not  much  was  to  be  seen  in  this 
little  town, — wooden  houses  with  red  painted 
roofs,  and  a  pavement  to  all  appcarauce  depo- 
sited by  the  sea ;  so  after  indulging  some 
curiosity  and  exciting  much  more,  for  peeping 
beads  0ew  to  the  windows  as  our  motley  group 
pUBcd  on,  we  returned  to  our  own  wooden 
mUs.  Not,  however,  to  the  lively  conversation 
which  had  usually  cheered  our  tea-table— all 
were  still  too  subdued,  and  our  safety  still 
too  recent,  for  us  to  have  become  indiffei^ 
ent  to  it.  Alas !  that  it  ever  should  be  other- 
wise! 

Awaking  from  a  night  of  delicious  refresh- 
ment, and  inhaling  the  fresh  breezes  on  deck, 
smoke  was  seen  rounding  the  comer  of  the  de- 
file, and  another  large  steamer  entering  with  a 
majestic  curve,  anchored  alongside  of  us.  It 
wa«  the  Parin  from  Havre  to  St.  Petersburgli, 
driven    to    harhour    by  the  same  storm,  and 
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wearing  more  outward  signs  of  damage  than 
ourselves.  An  exchange  of  courtesies  now 
commenced  between  these  representatives  of 
two  such  great  nations.  A  party  of  us  went 
on  board  her,  and,  had  the  touch  of  a  wand 
transported  us  to  the  Palais  Royal,  the  change 
could  not  have  been  more  complete.  It  was 
Paris  itself,  and  Paris  as  if  no  storm  had  ever 
been,  or  rather  as  if  its  reminiscence  were 
worthiest  drowned  in  a  Bacchanal.  Above 
seventy  passengers  were  on  board,  all  laugh- 
ing, flirting,  and  drinking  champagne,  with 
levity  in  their  flushed  cheeks,  and  more  than 
negligence  in  many  a  careless  costume.  As 
soon  as  seen  we  were  toasted  with  loud  cries  of 
"Vive  TAngleterre,"  by  a  score  voices  and 
glasses — an  honour  which  our  quiet  John  Bull- 
ism  received  most  ungraciously.  But  there 
were  beautiful  creatures  among  this  reckless 
crew,  with  falling  tresses,  and  loose  costumes, 
like  pictures  by  Sir  Peter  Lely,  and  looks  as 
liglit  as  if  they  had  studied  under  the  same 
royal  patron, — and  French  Viscomtes  with 
Shakespeare-cut    chins,  —  and  Italian    Opera 
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singers  with  bold  flashing  gaze, — aud  amougst 
the  rest  was  a  quiet.,  fair  couutrywoman,  like  a 
drop  of  pure  crystal  midst  a  row  of  false  pearls. 
We  luDged  to  carry  her  off  and  give  one  of  our 
party  in  excliange. 

Quitting  this  noon-day  orgie  with  disgust,  we 
sought  sympathy  in  the  sober  grandeur  of  Nature 
around,  and,  climbing  the  rocks  which  encom- 
passed the  little  bay,  wandered  free  as  children 
amoDg  a  wilderness  of  granite  peaks  and  blocks, 
intersected  witli  green  selvages  of  rich  moist 
grass  ;  always  gaining  higher  and  higher,  each 
taking  the  path  that  best  suited  his  strength,  till 
the  panorama  became  so  beautiful  as  to  arrest  all 
step*.  Our  position  had  opened  alternate  strips 
of  sea  and  rock  to  the  view,  while  the  little  re- 
mote cluster  of  Christiansand  nestled  itself 
secure  into  ita  bard  grey  back  ground,  and  be- 
low us  lay  a  few  fishing  barks  with  slender 
masts,  in  bumble  comparison  with  tlie  proud 
steamers  of  France  and  England,  which  seemed 
swelled  to  twice  their  ordinary  dimensions  In 
the  tiny  rock-bound  basin  which  afforded  tliem 
anchorage.     Aud,  while  we  gazed,  a  bright 
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flash  and  a  column  of  white  smoke  issued  from 
our  yessel's  side,  and  seconds  after  came  the 
dull  report  which  was  first  bandied  about  in 
heavy  sport  from  the  nearer  rocks,  and  then 
died  away  in  the  murmuring  confusion  of  repe- 
tition among  the  distant  defiles.  This  was  our 
appointed  signal — we  therefore  rapidly  de- 
scended to  the  shore,  and  in  our  silent  row  to 
the  ship  gazed  alternately  into  the  water,  lying 
like  a  bed  of  transparent  crystal,  several  fathoms 
deep,  over  a  thick  forest  of  submarine  vegeta- 
tion, while  the  searching  rays  of  the  noon-day 
sun  drew  forth  grotesque  masses  of  light  and 
shade,  and  revealed  the  forms  of' strange  fish 
floating  among  the  emerald  branches ; — and  at 
the  receding  rocks  whose  rough  sides  our  feet 
were  scarce  destined  again  to  press.  The  an- 
chor was  soon  lifted,  and  ofi*  we  were*  to  the 
north  seas  again,  and,  order  being  established, 
all  the  passengers,  and  as  many  of  the  crew  as 
could  be  spared,  assembled  in  the  saloon, 
where  a  clerical  fellow-passenger  read  the  ser- 
vice of  the  day,  with  the  thanksgiving  prayers 
at  sea,  to  as  reverent  a  congregation  as  he  ever 
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addressed;  and  thus  gratitude  having;  found 
appropriate  terms,  cheerfulness  returned  to  all, 
and  our  ranks  biiing  swelled  by  our  convales- 
cent companions,  the  dinner  table  was  as  merry 
as  possible. 

There  is  certainly  an  analogy  between  naval 
men  and  medical  men.  Neither  like  to  ac- 
knowledge the  existence  of  danger.  -  "  Thinks 
I  to  myself  on  the  night  of  the  storm,"  aaid  our 
captain,  "you'll  be  monstrous  fortunate,  my 
good  fellows,  to  find  yourselves  all  above  water 
lo-morrow  morning, — but  'no  danger;' — I'll 
tell  you  what,  sir,  you  may  go  seventeen  hun- 
dred voyages  and  never  have  such  another  as 
this, — but  'no  danger!'"  Be  this  as  it  may, 
SI  reqirisition,  destined  for  the  English  public 
journals,  has  been  got  up  and  signed  by  the 
principal  passengers,  representing  the  dan- 
ger to  which  this  nefarious  mode  of  lading  had 
exposed  the  vessel,  and  giving  due  praise  to  the 
captnin,  to  whose  cool  courage  and  excellent 
navigation  it  is  owing,  under  Providence,  that 
we  are  not  at  this  moment  lying  in  that  sun-lit 
forest  below. 
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Our  voyage  now  increased  in  interest ;  the 
coast  of  Jutland  and  Kronborg  Castle,  or,  as 
tradition  calls  it,  Hamlet's  Castle,  like  a 
square  mass  on  the  waters,  in  sight,  and  ves- 
sels far  and  near  studding  the  expanse  around, 
and  indicating  the  line  of  boundary  'twixt  sea 
and  sky,  which  the  misty  glow  of  a  cloudless 
sun  had  almost  fused  into  one. 

At  Elsineur,  that  key  which  unlocks  the 
narrow  sluice-gates  of  the  Baltic,  an  hour's 
delay  occurred  to  pay  those  dues,  which  are 
no  mean  compensation  to  Denmark  for  the 
scantiness  of  her  absolute  territory,  and  to 
take  in  a  pilot  to  conduct  us  through  the 
narrow  slip  which  alone  is  navigable  of  this 
narrow  sound.  Our  present  locality  recalled 
many  naval  reminiscences,  and  the  new  pilot 
at  the  helm  occasioning  a  temporary  leisure, 
we  came  in  for  some  interesting  particulars  of 
our  captain's  life.  Deriving  his  birth  from 
the  same  county  which  sent  forth  Nelson, 
he  had  come  under  the  particular  charge 
of  this  great  man  —  had  served  in  his  ship 
from    the    almost    infantine    period    of    his 
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entering  the  navy — had  assisted  at  the  bom- 
bardment of  this  very  castle  of  Kronborg, 
which  had  attempted  an  opposition  to  their 
advancement  on  Copenhagen — and  had  seen 
a  brother,  poet-captain  at  the  age  of  nineteen, 
killed  at  his  side  a  few  days  after  his  pro- 
motion. But  with  the  setting  of  Nelson's  star 
all  advancement  ceased;  and  now,  with  more 
deed»  to  relate,  and  more  wounds  to  show 
than  many  an  admiral,  he  is  left  a  lieutenant 
after  thirty  years  of  service.  Many  were  the 
anecdotes  he  related  to  us  of  Nelson's  sim- 
plicity and  boundless  popularity  on  board  his 
^ip  ;  his  personal  attachment  to  him  was  en- 
thusiastic ;  but  his  voice  dropped  when  he 
alluded  to  Nelson's  evil  angel  under  the  most 
bewitching  of  female  forms,  the  unfortunate 
Ladv  Hamilton.  She  had  lived  on  board  his 
dhip,  and  gained  the  hearts  uf  all  the  younger 
oomrauoity,  as  much  by  her  intercession  in 
cases  of  petty  delinquency,  as  by  her  irresis- 
tible fascination  of  person  and  manner.  "  If 
ever  a  couple  loved  each  otlier  it  was  those 
two;  tliey  were  wretched  out  of  each  other's 
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sight."  "  But,  by  Heavens,  sir,"  continued 
the  captain,  addressing  the  foremost  of  a  ri- 
vetted  audience,  and  relating  the  circumstance 
of  his  first  introduction  to  the  enchantress, 
when  a  midshipman  of  sixteen,  by  Lord  Nel- 
son — "  by  Heavens,  sir !  she  kissed  me !" 
And  with  as  much  mauvaise  honte,  thou^ 
perhaps  not  quite  so  bright  a  blush  as  when 
he  received  that  honour,  off  walked  our  little 
captain. 

It  was  late  in  the  afternoon  when  we 
teached  Copenhagen,  where  we  again  revelled 
in  quiet  rest.  Considering  its  maritime  po- 
sition and  royal  occupants,  Copenhagen  pre- 
sents  no  imposing  aspect,  though  the  fertile 
meadows  and  rich  foliage  around  give  it  an 
air  of  peace  and  plenty.  There  is  something 
very  pleasant  in  entering  a  perfectly  new 
place,  where  you  neither  take  nor  leave  a  cha- 
racter— where  you  may  stare  about  you,  look 
behind  you,  and  in  short  dispense  with  all 
those  little  decorums  which  you  have  the  dis- 
tinct recollection  of  having  learnt  with  ex- 
ceeding  repugnance  during  your   childhood. 
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We  were  received  and  escorted  about  by  a 
gentleman  to  whom  we  had  letters,  and  who 
was  kind  in  the  extreme ;  but,  unfortunately, 
of  many  languages  which  he  partially  knew, 
he  did  not  seem  to  have  singled  out  any 
one  for  his  particular  use.  Our  conversation 
was  therefore  highly  polyglotic,  accompanied 
by  a  profusion  of  pantomimic  smiles,  which, 
with  some  of  the  younger  members  of  our 
party,  were  near  degenerating  into  something 
by  no  means  so  polite ;  and  thus  we  wandered 
through  the  streets,  a  very  merry  group,  till 
nightfall  recalled  us  to  the  ship,  and  all  fur- 
ther description  of  Copenhagen  must  wait  for 
my  next. 
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LETtER  THE  SECOND. 

Copenhagen— >The  royal  Palace — Late  Queen  of  Denmark 
— Frauen  Kirche — Thorwaldsen — Pasaage  up  the  Baltic 
-^ronatadt — ^Ruaaian  Officers— First  impreaaiona  of 
Peteraburg"— Annoyances  of  a  Ruaaian  Custom  House. 

Copenhagen  has  a  most  agreeable  aspect 
within.  Wide,  straight,  modem  streets,  and 
narrow,  crooked,  ancient  streets,  with  edifices 
of  the  same  alternate  character,  and  canals 
lined  with  vessels,  make  a  picturesque  and 
pleasing  whole.  The  houses  are  most  of  them 
handsome,  well-built,  and  Rotterdam-like,  \vith 
the  advantage  over  the  latter  of  being  all 
in  true  perpendicular.  The  ship's  detention, 
lading  in  fresh  coals,  and  tightening  many  a 
bolt  which  the  storm  had  sorely  tried,  allowed 
us  several  hours  for  viewing  the  chief  objects 
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of  iutcrest.  Our  first  expedition  was  to  tlie 
Royal  Palace  of  Christiansborg,  burnt  down 
in  1794,  and  which,  though  now  long  re&tored 
to  more  than  its  former  splendour,  has  never 
been  re-iuhabited  by  the  royal  family  of  Den- 
mark. Tlie  apartments  are  very  grand  in 
scale,  but  only  lialf-funiished;  liere  and  there 
an  ordinary  Kidderminster  or  Brussels  carpet, 
and  glass  in  the  windows,  such  as  our  ser- 
vants'-hall  would  have  grumbled  about.  Their 
chief  interest,  therefore,  was  confined  to  some 
paintings,  by  a  modem  Danish  artist.  Pro- 
fessor Lund,  representing  the  progress  of 
ChrUtianity,  executed  in  a  Hght  dry  style  of 
colouring,  but  with  a  beauty  of  form  and  ex- 
prcNKion  which  puts  hini  on  a  par  with  tbe 
Dusscldorf  school,  from  which  be  appears  to 
have  studied.  Also  four  smaller  compart- 
ments, of  Hope,  Faith,  l^ve,  and  Strengtli, 
by  the  same  artist,  were  of  truly  Rafiiiellesqne 
beauty.  The  ball-room,  a  grand  apartment, 
was  adorned  under  the  gallery  witb  a  bas 
retief  of  great  elegance,  by  Frend,  a  Danish 
sculptor;  to  iill  appearance  a  scholar  of  tins 
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country's  pride,  the  great  TliorwaMsen,  whose 
own  unfinished  contributions  to  this  palace  lay 
ecattered  on  the  floors  of  various  rooms  above, 
and  are  thus  seen  perhaps  to  greater  advan- 
tage now  than  they  will  be  by  the  next  gene- 
ration. The  subjects  are  the  triumphs  of 
Bacchus,  and  those  of  Alexander.  lu  the 
former  the  sheep  and  oxen  iutroduced  are 
especially  worth  attention ;  in  the  latter  the 
6gurcs  and  horses  are  in  the  grandest  action. 
Thorwaldsen  has  introduced  his  owii  profile  in 
an  unobtrusive  part,  but  his  fine  face  differs 
JD  nothing  from  the  classic  heads  around, 
except  in  superiority  of  intellectual  expression. 
One  little  room  especially  detained  ue, 
being  entirely  wainecotted.  ceiling  and  all, 
with  different  kinds  of  coloured  native  woods; 
and  in  the  striking  contrasts  and  tender  gra- 
datioiift,  ihe  delicate  straw-colours,  the  pearly 
greys,  the  blood  reds,  and  the  jet  blacks,  the 
Danish  forests  have  decked  forth  a  beautiful 
palette. 

The    memory  of  the  unfortunate    Princess 
of  Eugland,  Queen  of  Denmark,  and  mother 


Umatl.] 


CHItHTlAKSaORO. 


27 


of  the  present  aged  monarch,  is  held  in  deep 
respect  here,  while  retributive  justice  haB 
fallen  on  that  of  her  step-mother,  the  Queen 
Dowager.  Owing,  it  is  said,  to  the  crimes 
and  misery  which  these  walls  have  witBessed, 
a  fluperstitioa  haogs  over  them,  and,  except 
(or  an  occasJoual  court  ball,  this  Hue  palace  has 
been  erected  to  no  purpose.  The  royal  family 
reside  in  a  trumpery  edifice  encircling  a  small 
pitKe,  through  which  the  chief  traffic  of  the 
dty  pours,  and  which,  with  discoloured  walls, 
bJling  planter,  and  a  broken  window  in  the 
most  conspicuous  part,  looked  anything  but 
tfac  abode  of  royalty.  The  country  palaces, 
bowerer,  are  many,  and  according  to  report 
of  great  beauty.  In  one  wing  of  Christians- 
boi^,  the  royal  collection  of  pictures  is  kept, 
and  access  permitted  to  the  public.  These 
were  above  nine  hundred  Jn  number,  in  good 
order,  and  with  high-sounding  titles ;  and  in 
trutJi  there  were  but  few  whose  excellence 
spoke  for  itself.  Of  lliese  the  best  were  chiefly 
of  the  oki  German  school — a  head  by  Albert 
Dnrer  of  himself  was  the  chef  dceuvre  of  the 
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gallery,  and  a  most  exquisite  production  ;  and 
a  Lucas  Crauach,  portrait  of  an  old  man,  in 
the  same  room  was  of  great  value. 

The  Exchange,  close  to  Christian&borg,  and 
on  the  verge  of  a  canal,  is  a  strikii^  old 
brick  building,  somewhat  in  the  Elizabethan 
style,  with  quaint  pilasters,  and  rows  of  cu- 
riously adorned  and  battlemented  attics,  and 
a  bronze  steeple  formed  of  four  dragons  re- 
versed, their  gaping  jaws  downwards  and  their 
coiled  bodies  tapering  to  a  point.  An  antique 
tower  of  gigantic  circumference  in  a  remote 
street,  also  attracted  our  attention.  This  h 
ascended  by  a  winding  paved  passage,  so  wide, 
that  Peter  tlie  Great,  on  one  occasion,  drove  to 
the  top  with  four  horses  abreast — rather  a  dif- 
ficult feat  for  the  animal  nearest  the  ceDtre. 
Above  is  wliat  in  fine  weather  must  be  a  fine 
view  of  town  and  harbour,  but  our  clear  sky 
had  abandoned  us,  and  something  approaching 
to  a  rain  made  us  begin  to  tliiuk  of  shelter. 
The  new  Frauen-Kirche  had,  however,  to  be 
seen.  Tlie  English  bomhurdmeDt  of  1807  re- 
duced the  old  structure  of  this  name  to  ashes. 
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but  a  new  church  on  the  same  model  has  since 
been  completed,  adorned  outside  with  some 
striking  bas-reh'efs  by  Thorwaldsen.  The  chief 
attraction,  however,  are  the  figures  of  the 
twelve  apostles  by  the  same  great  sculptor 
within — colossal  statues  of  such  grandeur  of 
design  and  matchless  beautj'  as  alone  to  repay 
a  jonraey  from  England.  We  lingered  here 
in  reverent  admiration.  The  altar-piece,  a  bas- 
relief  of  Christ,  is  also  very  pure  and  touching. 
Thorwaldsen,  now  an  old  man  past  seventy, 
but  with  undiminished  vigour  of  imagination, 
resides  in  this  his  native  city,  caressed  and 
beloved  by  all  classes.  To  all  Swiss  tourists 
bis  magnificent  lion  in  the  rock  at  Lucerne, 
executed  before  he  had  ever  seen  a  living  mo- 
narch of  the  forest,  is  a  familiar  object. 

Having  thus  taken  a  sumtnary  of  this  city, 
which  well  deserves  a  longer  stay,  we  pro- 
ceeded to  anticipate  our  good  ship  dinner  most 
successfully  by  a  delicious  lunch  at  the  hotel 
D'Angleterre,  the  best  in  Copenhagen.  After 
which,  providing  ourselves  with  a  few  Danish 
movenire,  in  the  shape  of  some  of  the  toys  and 
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voodware  for  which  Copenhagen  is  famous* 
we  returned,  nothing  loth,  to  our  home  on  the 
waters,  and  awol^e  the  next  morning  to  another 
horizon  of  waves.    The  weather  continuiiig 
fevourable,  our  time  was  chiefly  spent  on  deck, 
where  the  midnlay  sun  was  not  too  sultry,  nor 
the  midnight  moon  too  cool  for  enjoyment 
These  enormous  steamers,  while  they  occupy 
a  middle  station  between  the  navy  and  mer- 
chant^service,  are  equally  hostile  to  both.  This 
swift  mode  of  transporting  cargo  will  supersede 
many  a  lagging  merchantman,  while  the  good 
pay  of  captain  and  mates,  and  certain  proyi*- 
sion  attendant  on  long  services,  draws,  in  these 
times,  many  a  volunteer  from  the  navy,  or, 
what  is  infinitely  more  valuable,  many  an  ex- 
perienced officer,  of  whom  the  Admiralty  duly 
acknowledges  the  merit,  but  is  by  no  means 
sorry  to  let  shift  for  himself.  The  sailors,  how- 
ever, dislike  the  steamer  service ;  they  call  them 
smoke^jack^y   and   object   to  the  dirt,  which 
with  every  precaution  cannot  be  avoided.   Our 
monster  consumed  a  ton  of  coals  per  hour. 
Meanwhile  our  interest  was  confined  to  ob- 
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serving  the  motions  of  the  Paris,  now  sole 
teuant.  with  ourselves  of  the  gulf,  which  had 
prcoeded  us  from  Copenhagen,  and  which,  after 
alternate  passings  and  re-passings,  we  now 
fairly  left  behind ;  and  to  the  few  islands  of 
the  Baltic  gliding  past  us ;  especially  that  of 
Hoglaiid,  more  properly  Hochland  or  high- 
land, a  mountainous  ridge  covered  with  pas- 
ture and  Hocks.  But  who  can  feci  dullness  on 
board  a  large  ship  in  fine  weather,  and  what 
can  be  more  picturesque  than  the  various 
objects  animate  or  inanimate  which  her  decks 
present  ?  The  man  at  the  wheel  was  a  6ne 
creature,  and  so  elated  with  taking  a  place  in 
my  sketch-book,  that  we  ran  some  risk  of  false 
steerage. 

At  Cronstadt,  after  a  voyage  of  thirteen 
days,  almost  twice  the  average  length,  we  re- 
joined the  world,  and  lay  the  first  night  with 
a  guardship  alongside,  all  that  was  flat,  unin- 
teresting, and  military,  around,  and  a  piercing 
arctic  sky  above  us.  Old  England,  however, 
nestled  deep  within  our  rafters,  and  we  slept 
thai  night  in  our  native  atmosphere.     It  was 
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not  until  the  next  morning  that  we  felt  our- 
selves truly  in  a  foreign  clime,  when  our  double 
dates,  and  other  strange  and  double-faced 
things  connected  with  Russian  esijerience, 
commenced.  A  visit  from  an  officer  with  se- 
veral subordinates,  whose  beauties  truly  lay- 
not  in  their  exterior,  was  our  first  initiator — 
and  a  more  uncouth,  ill-mannered  set  never 
were  seen.  Our  little  captain,  with  a  shrewd 
sparkle  of  the  eye,  bowing,  and  rubbing  his 
hands,  informed  them,  in  his  most  urbane  Eng- 
lish, that  he  spoke  notliing  else,  but  was 
equally  glad  to  see  them  ;  and  finding  all  this 
civility  secured  but  little  attention,  he  directed 
their  eyes  to  a  decanter  of  spirits,  which  was  bet- 
ter received.  What  they  did  on  board  would  be 
difficult  to  say.  They  usurped  a  great  deal  of 
room  in  our  saloon,  and  produced  an  immense 
number  of  sheets,  of  a  substance  which  Russia 
has  agreed  to  call  paper;  and  the  subordinates 
wrote  as  fast  as  they  could,  and  the  superior 
flourishing  his  sword-arm  signed  the  same* 
witli  a  mysterious  concatenation  of  dots  and 
dashes  after.     Then  everything  on  board  was 
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sealed  with  lead  seals,  from  the  hatches  over 
the  cargo  to  the  minutest  article  of  the 
passengers'  luggage — from  those  much  reviled 
masses  of  lead  of  twenty  tons  each  to  the  in- 
noceot  bandbox  of  not  so  many  ounces.  We 
were  now  anxiouis  to  proceed  on  to  Petersburg, 
and  awaited  only  further  dots  and  dashes  from 
a  still  richer  pair  of  epaulettes  hidden  in  the 
depths  of  Cronstadt.  But  here  our  first  lesson 
was  taken.  Greatly  to  our  triumph,  the  lag- 
gart  Paris  had  been  seen  entering  Cronstadt 
harbour  only  that  morning,  when  now,  equally 
to  our  dismay,  we  perceived  the  passengers 
descending  very  happily  from  her  decks  into 
the  Ptfrotkaff,  or  small  steamboat,  which  plies 
for  that  purpose  between  Petersburg  and  Cron- 
stadt, waving  their  handkerchiefs  most  saucily 
to  us,  as  if -to  say,  "  Ha !  the  tables  are  turned 
now."  They,  in  tnith,  better  understood  the 
intimate  understanding  which  exists  between 
Russian  justice  and  Russian  roubles,  by  virtue 
of  which  the  former  always  abdicates  to  the 
latter.  Our  descent  into  the  Pyroskaff,  not 
being  facilitated  by  any  such  smoothing  mea- 
c3 
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gures,  was  not  admissible  until  three  in  the 
afternoon.  Some  of  our  number  were  going  to 
their  homes  in  Petersburg,  others  had  left 
none  in  England;  but  there  was  one  among 
them  who  looked  back  on  the  vessel  as  on  the 
last  link  which  bound  her  with  home,  and 
forward  with  a  sense  of  loneliness  not  always 
cheered  with  courage. 

Here  abo  we  were  not  relieved  fix,m  guard. 
Three  individuals  in  coarse  uniforms — ^for  here 
every  being  seems  to  wear  a  uniform  more  or 
less  beautiful,  accompanied  us  on  to  the  Pyros* 
kaff,  and,  lest  perad venture  we  should  bribe  the 
captain  to  land  it  midway,  or  in  any  way  to  foci* 
litate  our  suspicious  purposes,  kept  an  unremit* 
ting  watch  over  our  luggage.  But  perhaps  our 
bribes  had  better  have  commenced  nearer  home. 
About  our  three  hours'  passage  to  Petersburg 
I  can't  say  much.  The  air  above  was  very 
keen,  the  couches  below  very  soft,  and  the 
scene  on  either  hand  being  a  mere  dismal 
swamp,  many  of  our  party  dozed  most  com<- 
fortably  till  such  time  as  Petersburg  became 
visible,  when  we  all  hastened  on  deck  to  take 
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the  first  impressions  of  this  capital.  Behind 
UB  Cronstadt  had  sunk  into  the  watera,  and 
before  us  Petersbui^  seemed  scarcely  to  emerge 
froQi  the  same,  so  invisible  was  the  shallow 
tablet  of  land  on  which  it  rests.  The  mosque- 
tike  form  of  the  Greek  churches — the  profiision 
of  cupola  and  minaret  —  with  treble  domes 
painted  blue  with  silver  stars,  or  green  with 
gold  stars,  and  the  various  gilt  spires,  starting 
at  intervals  from  the  low  city,  and  blazing  like 
flaming  swords  in  the  cold  rays  of  a  Russian  Oc- 
tober setting  sun,  gave  it  an  air  of  Orientalism 
little  in  accordance  with  the  gloomy,  grey 
mantle  of  snow  clouds,  in  which  all  this  glitter 
was  ^roudcd.  The  loftiest  and  most  striking 
object  waa  the  Isaac's  church,  still  Ijehung 
with  forests  of  scaffolding,  which,  while  they 
revealed  its  gigantic  proportions,  gave  but  few 
glimpses  of  its  form.  Altogether  I  was  disap- 
pointed at  the  first  vuup  d'a-il  of  this  capital — 
it  has  a  brillant  face,  but  wants  height  to  set 
it  off.  The  real  and  peculiar  magnificence  of 
Petersburg,  however,  consists  in  tlms  sailing 
apparently  upon  the  bosom  of  the  ocean,  into 
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a  city  of  palaces.  Herein  no  one  can  be  dis« 
appointed.  Granite  quays  of  immense  strength 
now  gradually  closed  in  upon  us,  bearing  aloft 
stately  buildings  modelled  from  the  Acropolis, 
while  successive  vistas  of  interminable  streets, 
and  canals  as  thickly  populated,  swiftly  passing 
before  us,  told  us  plainly  that  we  were  in  the 
midst  of  this  northern  capital  ere  we  had  set 
foot  to  ground.  Here  all  observations  were 
suddenly  suspended  by  a  halt  in  the  Pyroskaff, 
which  ceased  its  paddles  and  lay  motionless  in 
the  centre  of  the  stream.  In  our  simplicity  we 
had  imagined  that  the  Cronstadt  precautions 
had  sufficed  to  qualify  us  for  entering  Russia, 
and  reckoned  on  drawing  up  alongside  the 
quay,  and  being  allowed,  after  our  many  dan- 
gers and  detentions,  quietly  to  step  on  shore. 
But  we  were  sad  novices.  Half  an  hour  passed 
thus  away,  which  to  people,  cold,  hungry,  and 
weary, — what  should  we  have  done  without 
that  nice  nap  ? — seemed  interminable ;  when  a 
rush  of  fresh  uniforms  boarded  us  from  another 
vessel,  who  proceeded  to  turn  out  the  gentle- 
men's pockets  and   the  ladies'  reticules,   and 
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seemed  themselves  io  most  admirable  training 
for  pick-pockets.  Then  one  by  one  we  were 
led  across  a  plank  to  an  adjoining  ship,  where 
they  hurried  us  down  to  a  committee  of  grave 
Dons  sitting  below,  who  scrutinised  first  our 
passports  and  then  our  features,  and  proceeded 
lo  note  down  a  descriptive  table  of  the  latter 
of  such  a  latitudinarian  nature,  that,  in  the 
scrawled  credentials  of  identity  whicli  eacli  re- 
ceived, no  mother  would  have  recognised  her 
child.  Colours,  complexions,  and  dimensions 
were  jumbled  with  utter  disregard  of  private 
feelings.  —  Every  gentleman  had  une  barbe 
Hoiret  every  lady  la  figure  urate,  and  it  was 
well  if  these  were  not  reversed.  These  were 
accompanied  by  printed  directions  as  to  where 
lo  go,  what  to  do,  and  how  in  general  to  be- 
have ourselves  whilst  in  his  Imjjerial  Majesty's 
domiuiom. 

At  length  the  moraent  of  release  came,  and 
we  were  permitted  to  touch  terra  firma,  such 
as  it  is  iu  Petersburg,  and  carried  off  to  the 
custtim-house,  a  large  building  on  the  En- 
glish quay.     Here  an  immense  salle,  strewed 
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with  hundreds  of  opened  and  unopened  boxes, 
and  dotted  with  loitering  groups  of  la  Jeune 
France^  received  us.  With  these  latter  we 
exchanged  some  looks  of  malice,  as  they 
lounged  about,  some  yawning  in  weary  impa^- 
tience,  others  wringing  their  hands  in  impotent 
anger,  while  a  black-looking  being  with  &ce 
like  a  bull-dog  and  paws  like  a  bear,  fombled 
and  crumpled  a  delicate  garde^robe  without 
mercy-stirring  up  large  and  small,  tender 
and  tough,  things  precious  and  things  vile, 
ruthlessly  together,  to  the  unutterable  indig- 
nation and  anguish  of  the  proprietor.  To  wit^ 
ness  the  devastation  of  an  English  writing- 
desk  was  a  curious  sight  to  an  uninterested 
spectator.  First,  the  lock  excited  great  anger, 
and  was  a  convincing  proof  that  little  was  to 
be  done  with  Bramah  by  brute  force ;  and,  this 
passed,  there  ensued  as  striking  an  illustration 
of  the  old  adage  of  a  bull  in  a  china-shop  as 
could  possibly  be  devised.  Every  touch  was 
mischief.  They  soiled  the  writing-paper  and 
spilt  the  ink ;  mixed  up  wax,  wafers,  and 
water-colours.     Then,  in  their  search  for  Rus- 
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sian  haok-iiotes,  the  introduction  of  which  is 
strictly  interdicted,  they  shook  out  the  blottiog- 
book,  whence  a  shower  of  letters  of  introduc- 
tioD,  cards  of  address,  and  a  varietj'  of  mis- 
oeUiuieous  documents,  floated  to  distant  comers 
of  the  salle — ransacked  the  private  drawer,  of 
which  they  were  perfectly  au  fait, — displaced 
all  the  steel  paraphernalia,  and  then  crammed 
them  into  their  wrong  places,  cutting  their  fin- 
gers at  the  same  time — the  only  action  which 
afforded  the  spectator  auy  unmixed  pleasure ; 
and  now,  smarting  with  the  pain,  flung  down 
the  lid,  and  left  the  grumbling  owner  to  gather 
his  scriptural  fragments  together  as  he  best 
could.  Beyond  the  writing-desk  they  did  not 
choose  to  proceed.  It  was  past  the  regulation 
time,  sod  instead  of  allowing  the  weary  tra- 
veller, as  is  usual  in  such  ca^es,  to  take  his 
c&rpet  bag  of  necessaries,  tlie  smallest  article 
was  denied  with  a  stolid  pertinacity,  which 
intimated  no  great  sympathy  on  their  parts 
for  the  comforts  of  clean  linen. 

All  this  is,  and  must  be,  most  disgusting  to 
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a  traveller's  feelings.  This  is  not  the  intention 
of  any  custom-house  in  the  world,  or,  if  so  of 
Russia,  more's  the  pity.  At  best  all  custom- 
house regulations,  in  the  case  of  the  mere  tra- 
veller, can  but  be  considered  as  a  necessary 
evil,  which  further  falls  on  him  just  at  the 
time  when  he  is  least  fitted  to  bear  unneces- 
sary fatigue,  detention,  or  vexation.  The 
courtesy  and  hospitality  of  nations  therefore 
demands  that  the  needful  forms  be  conducted 
Mrith  the  utmost  kindness  and  politeness,  while 
good  sense  dictates  their  being  submitted  to  in 
the  same  spirit.  Few  travellers  remain  long 
enough  in  Russia  to  wear  off  the  disagreeable 
impressions  of  their  inauguration  scene,  whereas 
I  have  seen  foreigners,  and  Russians  among 
th('.  uuml)er,  whose  civil  reception  and  gentle- 
iniinly  tn'utment  at  the  English  custom-house 
mul  III  ion-office,  inspired  them  with  instant 
n^HjKTt  for  the  land  they  trod.  And,  after  all, 
in  whirh  of  those  two  countries  are  these  re- 
);ulutit)us  tho  loast  evaded?  decidedly  not  in 
HuHHiii.     Tho8i>  who  are  received  with  suspi- 
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sion  will  not  be  the  most  inclined  to  respect 
the  laws. 

In  this  frame  of  mind  a  party  of  us  took 
the  route  to  the  English  boarding-house,  kept 
by  Mrs.  Wilson,  in  the  Rue  des  Galeres,  Eng- 
lish Quay,  where  rest  and  refreshment  was 
promptly  given  and  never  more  gratefully  re- 
ceived. 
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LETTER  THE  THIRD. 

Mrs.  WilBon*8  boarding-house — Baron  S. — Loan  of  a  Sol- 
dier— Sight-seeing — Rb-building  of  the  Winter  Palace— 
The  Islands  of  Petersburg  —  The  Casan  Church  — 
Academy  of  Arts — Briilloff*s  picture — General  character 
of  buildings — Pavement  and  glass — English  eccentricities. 

It  must  not  be  imagined  that,  because  es- 
tablished in  an  English  boarding-house,  I 
am  met  by  familiar  habits,  or  surrounded  with 
familiar  objects.  We  are  apt  to  forget  how  fiir 
we  are  dependent  on  Enghsh-bred  servants, 
and  English-built  houses,  for  the  quiet  course 
of  comfort  which  in  our  native  land  seems  as 
natural  as  the  air  we  breathe.  Otherwise  I  can 
join  in  the  highest  possible  commendation  of  this 
well-conducted  and  most  respectable  establish- 
ment, which  I  should  doubtless  praise  more 
unqualifiedly  had  I  tried  any  other  here.     By 
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torelgaen,  who  have  tasted  the  sweets  of  Eng- 
liftb  cumfort  at  the  fountain  head,  it  is  pre- 
ferred to  every  other  house  of  accommodation 
Petersburg,  and  Count  Matuachewitz  has 
otiier  aliode  when  here. 
My  letters  of  introduction  soon  procured 
(heir  bearer  much  kind  attention,  and  first  and 
iremost  among  those  who  exercised  these 
eourtesicB  towards  a  stranger  was  Baron  S., 
■^de-de-camp  to  the  Emperor,  and  Fort-major 
of  Petersburg — a  pale  young  man,  seemiugly 
jinking  beneath  the  weight  of  a  gorgeous 
nnifonn,  who  introduced  himself  with  the  ut- 
inost  simplicity  and  kindness,  and  put  at 
'iBy  immediate  disposal  his  house,  his  horses, 
^ad  everything  he  could  command.  These 
"were  soothing  sounds  after  the  irritation  of  the 
Douane.  /Vs  an  earnest  of  his  intentions  he 
liirthe]  begged  to  leave  at  my  disposal  for  the 
pref^nt,  and  for  as  long  a  time  as  I  should 
think  fit  to  retain — a  soldier.  As  he  evi- 
dently attached  no  more  importance  to  this 
-proifoaition,  and  perhaps  less,  than  if  he  had 
ioffcred  me  an  extra  pair  of  walking  shoes,  all 


44  LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.      [Lettm  IH. 

scruple  on  my  part  would  have  been  misplaced ; 
nevertheless,  it  was  with  undisguised  amuse* 
ment  that  I  saw  one  of  these  military  machined 
mount  immoveable  guard  at  my  door.  He 
was  a  brow-beat,  rusty  moustached,  middle- 
sized  man,  with  hard  lines  of  toil  on  his  sun- 
burnt face — his  hair,  according  to  the  com- 
pulsory and  unfortunately  disfiguring  system  of 
cleanliness  adopted  in  the  Russian  army,  clipped 
till  the  head  was  barely  covered  or  coloured, 
and  his  coarse  drab  uniform  hanging  loosely 
about  him :  for  soldiers'  coats  are  here  made 
by  contract  according  to  one  regulation  size, 
and,  like  the  world,  are  too  wide  for  some,  too 
tight  for  others.  But  the  sense  of  the  ludicrous 
extended  itself  to  my  hostess,  on  my  requesting 
to  have  a  chair  placed  for  him.  "  A  chair !  ** 
she  exclaimed,  **  what  should  he  do  with  it  ? — 
standing  is  rest  for  him — "  and  in  truth  the 
Russian  soldier  is  like  his  horse, — standing  and 
lying  are  his  only  postures  of  repose.  I  found 
my  poor  sentinel  a  willing,  swift,  and  most 
useful  messenger  in  this  city  of  scanty  popula- 
tion and  enormous  distances,  and,  without  much 
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•elf-applausc,  it  may  added  lie  also  found  me  a 
kind  mistress,  for  the  tyrannical,  inhuman 
mode  in  whicb  inferiors  are  here  addressed  is 
the  first  trait  in  the  upper  classes  which  cauuot 
&il  to  disgiist  the  Enghsh  ti-aveller.  Our  com- 
m  u  n  icat ioD  was  restricted  nevertheless  to  a 
gniile  on  my  side,  as  my  orders  were  interpreted 
to  him,  aod  to  "  Slusciiouss,"  "  I  heai-,"  upon 
hid  receiving  the  same.  Aud  these  significant 
words  are  indeed  the  motto  of  the  lower  orders. 
As  the  first  plunge  into  sight-seeing  was  not 
the  most  likely  method  of  renovating  an  ex- 
iiausted  traveller,  the  Colonel  judiciously  pro- 
posed ray  commencing  acquaintance  with  Peters- 
huTg  by  a  few  drives  through  the  streets  and  in 
the  euvirons.  The  most  luagnificent  object,  if 
you  can  select  where  all  are  magnificent,  is  the 
line  of  Palace  Qiuiy  upon  the  Neva — beginning 
with  the  Winter  Palace — united  by  covered 
bridges  with  the  Hermitage — this  again  con- 
<aected  by  magnificent-  links  with  the  great 
the  Marble  Palace,  aud  so  on  to  the 
garden — while  marble  vases  and  lions, 
colossal  size,  bring  the  eye   down    to    the 
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granite  banks  of  the  stream,  where  every  columti 
and  gilded  cupola  is  reflected  in  increased  bril- 
liancy* A  casual  observei*  would  hardly  r^ 
mark  the  traces  of  fire  in  the  grand  stmctnre 
of  the  Winter  Palace.  The  entire  shell  stands 
perfect,  though  within,  not  a  stone  is  left  on  itg 
place.  Two  thousand  workmen  are  now  swarm* 
ing  about  this  vast  hive,  and  the  architect^ 
Kleinmichael,  straining  every  nerve  to  redeem 
his  pledge  of  presenting  this  palace,  ready  in- 
side and  out,  as  it  stood  before,  for  the  celebra- 
tion of  the  Easter  f^tes.  In  one  light  this 
destructive  fire  has  proved  a  blessing ;  for  the 
custom  of  consigning  to  solitude  those  suites 
of  tooms  occupied  by  a  deceased  SovereigOt 
had  here  closed  so  many  of  the  finest  apart* 
ments,  that  in  a  few  more  successions  the  reign- 
ing monarch  would  have  been  fairly  turned 
out  by  the  ghosts  of  his  predecessors.  The  gilt 
cross,  on  the  cupola  of  the  private  chapel  of  the 
palace,  resisted  the  fury  of  the  element,  and, 
glowing  with  im^reased  brilliancy  in  the  light 
of  the  furnace  around  it,  was  watched  by  many 
an  anxious  eye  in  the  crowd  of  believers  be» 
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Death,  who  ascribe  its  preservation  (o  miracu- 
iouf  ioterventioD.  This  idea  has  proved  a 
powerful  engine  in  the  hands  of  the  architect, 
for  under  the  conviction  that  a  blessing  rests 
on  the  palace  the  workmen  toil  with  double 
aMidiiity  at  its  renovation.  Thence  we  pro- 
ceeded down  the  splendid  Nevski — over  a  grace- 
ftil  iron  suspension  bridge  with  gilt  tips ;  passing 
tbe  palace  where  Paul  met  his  fate,  in  a  room 
coaspicDous  by  one  window  alone,  and  that  a 
single  sheet  of  plate  glass. — Then  past  Peter's 
original  little  house,  a  perfect  Dutchman — the 
first  bumble  stone  of  this  great  capital,  which  oc- 
piee  one  comer  of  the  summer  garden,  planted 
klflo  by  him.  These  are  the  resort  of  the  beau 
aaonde  in  the  spring,  before  they  disperse  into 
tbe  country,  and,  pointing  out  to  me  the  stunted 
eloos,  already  almost  dismantled  of  their  scanty 
Ibliage,  my  companion  observed  with  more  of 
complacency  than  of  humility  in  his  manner, 
that  the}'  gave  tkade  in  the  summer  !  Leaving 
these  transparent  tliickets,  we  crossed  one  of 
the  bridges  of  boats  over  the  Neva,  and  entered 
the  fortress  on  the  Wassili-Ostrotf,  or  Basil's 
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island,  the  guard  turning  out  at  every  barrier 
to  salute  the  Fort-major  of  Petersburg.  Here 
many  of  the  state  prisoners,  from  the  military 
delinquent  of  a  few  weeks'  detention  to  the  cap- 
tive for  life,  are  confined.  The  church  was  the 
only  accessible  part,  the  taper  gilt  spire  of  which 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  objects  in  Petersburg 
from  a  distance.  The  interior  was  gaudy  with 
gilding  and  drapery.  Service  was  going  for- 
ward — the  priests,  with  their  wavy  locks  flow- 
ing on  their  shoulders,  throwing  about  incense, 
muttering  the  mass,  and  staring  at  the  strangers 
with  equal  unconcern.  The  most  interesting 
objects  were  the  tombs  of  several  of  the  late 
Zars«  including  Alexander,  and  all  of  Catherine 
the  Second  that  could  die,  and  around  hung 
various  captured  standards — the  gracefril  cres- 
cent denoting  whence  they  had  been  wrested. 

We  now  continued  our  route  to  Kamenoi- 
Ostroff*,  or  the  stone  island,  to  Jelaghine,  Kres- 
toisky,  &c.,  and  other  islands,  forming  a  minia- 
ture archipelago,  on  which  the  emperor  and 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  as  well  as  many  of 
the  nobility,  have  summer  residences.     Here 
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ft  pret^  distribution  of  wood,  water,  and  villa, 
■friotly  recalled  tlie  idea  of  Virginia  water, 
though  entirely  on  a  stunted  scale.     The  oak 

seen  here,  but  scarce  rising  above  a  shrub. 
We  entered  the  imperial  Datsch,  or  summer 
residence  at  Jelaghine.  The  house  is  very 
timple ;  logs  of  wood  were  burning  in  the  open 
grates,  and  a  cast-iron  staircase  leading  to  the 
Upper  rooms  ;  on  the  third  story  was  a  small 
cLajiel,  and  behind  the  altar  a  sanctuary,  which 
my  woiuiin's  foot  was  forbidden  to  enter.    This 

the  rule  in  all  Greek  places  of  worship.  The 
Dat^chea  of  the  nobility  are  all  of  wood,  the 
Emperor's  alone  being  of  stone,  and  tortured 
into  every  incongruous  form  that  bad  taste  can 
Revise;  the  whole  touched  up  and  picked  out 

th  pointed  cornices  and  pilasters,  in  red  and 
yellow  ochre,  and,  once  done,  left  to  the  mercy 
oftlie  $«'asonH.  Each  has  Just  enough  ground 
an»und  to  give  the  idea  of  an  English  tea-gar- 
den, with  every  appurtenance  of  painted  wooden 
■rcli,  temple,  and  seat  to  confirm  it.  At  the 
aarae  time  it  is  here  the  established  idea  tlial 
such  bouses  and  such  gardens  are  precise  fac- 

VOL.   I.  D 
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similes  of  an  English  country  residence,  and  I 
fear  my  kind  companion  was  a  little  chagrined 
at  my  not  accepting  this  piece  of  homage  to 
my  native  land.  In  this  neighbourhood  is  also 
a  Russian  village,  wooden  cottages  with  deep 
roofs,  and  galleries  running  round  like  the 
Swiss,  ornamented  with  most  delicately  carved 
wood ;  of  course  here  was  also  plenty  of  red, 
blue,  and  yellow,  for  it  seems  that  without  these 
primary  colours  little  can  be  done.  The  love 
of  red  especially  is  so  inherent  a  taste  in  Russia 
that  red  and  beautiful  are,  in  a  popular  sense, 
expressed  by  the  same  word.  But  this  is  evi- 
dently the  shew  village  of  the  capital,  and  al- 
most entirely  let  to  families  for  the  summer. 
As  for  the  roads,  they  were  ancle  deep  in  mud, 
and  such  as  an  English  squire  would  hardly 
have  suffered  in  his  vicinity. 

Our  sight-seeing,  properly  speaking,  com- 
menced with  the  Casan  church,  which  stands 
like  a  bat  with  extended  wings  on  an  open 
space  just  where  the  St.  Catherine's  canal  in- 
tersects the  Nevski ;  the  body  of  the  church 
being  small  in  comparison  with  a  grand  semi- 
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eircular  peristyle  of  fifty-six  columiis,  placed 
in  rows  of  four  deep.  In  the  place  before  the 
church  are  two  magnificent  statues  of  Kutusoff, 
Prince  of  Smolenski,  and  of  Barclay  de  Tolly. 
Altogether  this  edifice  is  a  superb  specimen  of 
what  Russian  architects,  Russian  quarries,  and 
Russian  mines  can  produce.  The  grand  en- 
trance door  in  the  centre  beneath  the  peristyle 
is  a  roaster-piece  of  genius.  It  is  divided  into 
ten  compartments  of  subjects  in  bas-relief  from 
the  Old  Testament,  the  intermediate  spaces 
occupied  with  figures  of  saints  in  haut-relief, 
and  heads  starting  from  circular  frames;  all  of 
the  most  exquisite  design,  expression,  and  finish. 
We  entered  by  a  small  side  door,  and  seemed 
transported  in  a  moment  to  some  halt  of  the 
genii ;  riches  glittered  around  in  fabulous  pro- 
fusion, while  a  subdued  light,  a  stupitying 
perfume,  and  a  strain  of  unearthly  harmony 
disposed  the  senses  for  mysterious  impressions. 
Pillars  of  polished  marble,  in  one  solid  mass 
from  top  to  base,  with  gilt  pedestals  and  capi- 
tals, supported  the  roof  in  couples.  The  altar 
was  an  open  arch  of  dead  and  bright  silver,  in  a 
d2 
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frame-work  of  gold,  supported  on  semi-trans- 
parent jasper  columns,  and  closed  behind  with 
a  drapery  of  crimson  velvet.  The  altar  railings 
were  each  a  bright,  heavy  Colossus  of  solid  silver, 
any  one  of  which  would  have  furnished  a  very 
respectable  side-board.  Several  huge  candle- 
sticks, eight  feet  high,  of  the  same  virgin  metal, 
were  burning  with  candles  of  all  sizes,  from  the 
pillar  of  wax  to  the  lowliest  taper,  the  various 
votive  offerings  of  pilgrims,  before  shrines  of  in- 
calculable riches,  consisting  of  pictures  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  or  of  particular  saints ;  the 
face  and  flesh  parts  alone  being  painted,  and 
those  most  barbarously,  for  the  Greek  church 
appears  to  qualify  the  idolatry  by  the  furthest 
possible  departure  from  nature ;  real  precious 
stones  forming  the  appropriate  coloui-s  in  head- 
dress or  vest,  and  pearls,  woven  over,  repre- 
senting the  white  drapery.  In  the  centre  from 
the  dome  hung  a  gigantic  chandelier  of  silver, 
over  a  circular  mosaic  pavement  of  the  most 
graceful  designs.  The  priests,  clad  like  sor- 
cerers, were  murmuring  their  incantations,  and 
flinging  about  incense,  while  invisible  voices  in 
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seraph  tones  chanted  the  responses.  And  iheii, 
to  turn  from  all  this  blaze  and  gorgeousness, 
from  walls  of  silver,  and  hangings  of  pearls,  tu 
the  poor  creatures  who  at  this  moment  seemed 
the  only  objects  of  such  display  ; — abject  birings 
with  tattered  garments,  decrepid  bodies,  and 
animal  countenances,  who  stood  crossing  tht;m- 
selves,  bowing  at  intervals  before  the  shrines 
till  tlieir  foreheads  resounded  on  the  marble 
floor,  and  staring  around,  gaping,  or  spitting, 
between  every  prostration, — old  hags  of  nuns 
in  61thy  attire, — wretched  cripples  and  loath- 
some beggars,  whora  one  seed  pearl  from  the 
Virgin's  shoulder-knot  would  have  enriched, 
but  to  whom  in  their  faith  the  sacrilegious 
thought,  doubtless,  never  occurred.  Here  also 
the  trophies  of  conquered  armies  hung  around ; 
but  this  time  the  eagle  was  the  emblem.  Ku- 
tuBofTs  tomb  is  the  only  monument  in  the 
interior,  and  this  is  shortly  to  be  removed. 
This  church  is  dedicated  to  the  holy  Virgin  of 
Casao,  BO  called  from  a  picture  of  the  Virgin  in 
the  town  of  Casau  which  has  an  immense  re- 
putation for  miracles.     It  is  also  distinguished 
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by  the  peculiarity  of  two  unequal  transepts; 
not,  as  some  have  alleged,  from  the  peculiar 
form  of  the  Greek  cross,  but  simply  for  want  of 
space  on  the  canal  side  to  continue  the  building. 
Having  thus  taken  the  aggregate  of  a  Russian 
cliurch  interior,  for  the  rest  are  mere  repetitious 
of  the  same  barbaric  splendour,  unsanctified 
by  true  art,  we  proceeded  to  the  Academy  of 
Arts  on  the  Wassili-Ostrof.  This  is  one  of 
those  outwardly  splendid  piles,  with  ten  times 
more  space  than  in  England  would  be  allowed 
for  the  same  object,  ten  times  more  out  of  re- 
pair, and  teu  thousand  limes  dirtier.  At  the 
ceremony  of  Russian  baptism  the  sign  of  the 
cross  is  made  ou  the  Ups  to  say  nothing  bad, 
on  the  eyes  to  see  nothing  bad,  on  the  ears  to 
hear  nothing  bad — and,  it  must  be  supposed, 
on  the  nose  also  to  smell  nothing  bad ; — for 
the  Russians  do  not  seem  inconvenienced  by 
the  trials  to  which  this  organ  is  exposed  ou 
entering  their  dwelHi.^.  But  to  return  to  this 
odoriferous  Academy — tlie  halls  and  staircase 
are  all  on  a  grand  scale,  and  appropriately 
adorned  with  casts  from  the  Laocoon,  the  (JIa- 
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diator,  and  other  celebrated  statues  of  antiquity. 
A  stripling  population,  students  in  uniforcD, 
and  cadets  from  the  colleges,  to  whom  it  was 
a  half-holiday,  were  swarming  in  the  extensive 
rooms;  seemingly  under  no  restraint  except 
tiiat  of  a  dancing-master,  before  whom  about 
6fty  of  them  were  dancing  quadrilles  with  much 
grace  and  expression  in  a  cloud  of  dust,  Tliey 
Beemed  to  consider  this  very  great  fun,  and 
twisted  their  slim  male  partners  about  most 
emphaticiilly,  while  many  a  laughing  eye 
tunied  upon  the  unbidden  spectators  ;  who,  to 
own  tile  truth,  loitered  longer  in  this  room 
Hum  the  occasion  required.  But  in  tliese  times, 
when  good  dancing  has  proved  a  quick  step  to 
advancement  in  Kussia,  this  accomphshment  is 
not  to  be  neglected.  The  walls  are  lined  with 
eight  cartoons  of  boar  hunts  and  sylvan  sports 
by  Rubens  and  Sneyders — the  latter  quite  unde- 
niable— of  great  merit,  though  we  could  procure 
no  information  of  tlieir  history.  Also  a  line  mar- 
ble bust  of  this  magnificent  Emperor,  wliich, 
Jiad  it  been  dug  up  in  classic  ground,  would 
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have  been  declared  a  Grecian  demi-god — it  was 
impossible  to  pass  without  admiration.  I  wish 
his  Douane  were  a  little  milder. 

But  the  great  attraction  was  BriilloflTs  picture 
of  the  fall  of  Pompeii — an  immense  canvass — at 
least  twenty  feet  wide  by  fifteen  high,  which  now 
ranks  as  one  of  the  lions  of  the  capital.  This  pic- 
ture is  a  gallery  in  itself  and  one  of  absorbing  in- 
terest. Above  the  -scene  hangs  the  dense  black 
cloud  as  described  by  Pliny.  To  the  right  this 
is  broken  by  a  stream  of  forked  lightning, 
whose  livid  light  blends  horribly  with  the  red- 
hot  sulphureous  glare  of  the  volcano,  the  out- 
line of  which  is  dimly  visible.  In  the  centre  of 
the  picture,  where  the  light  falls  strongest,  lies 
the  body  of  a  female,  her  arms  extended — a 
crying  infant  lying  upon  her,  with  one  little 
hand  clinging  to  the  drapery  beneath  her 
bosom  :  she  has  evidently  been  killed  by  a  fall 
from  a  chariot,  one  broken  wheel  of  which  is 
close  to  her,  and  which  is  seen  borne  along  at 
full  speed  in  the  distance  by  two  terrified  horses, 
while  the  driver,  the  reins  twisted  round  his 
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wriat,  is  dragged  behind  them .  Forwarder  on 
the  right,  is  a  group  of  father,  mother,  and  three 
sons :  the  aged  father,  trying  with  one  hand 
to  ward  off  the  shower  of  ashes,  is  carried  in 
the  arms  of  the  elder  son,  who,  helmeted  like 
a  Boldier,  is  carefully  picking  his  way  among 
the  felling  stones.  The  younger,  quite  a  lad, 
is  supporting  the  old  man's  feet,  and  gazing 
with  a  countenance  of  agony  at  a  tottering 
raoDumcDt.  Tlie  second  son  is  supplicating 
his  mother  to  trust  herself  also  in  his  arms. 
but,  half  extended  on  the  ground,  she  gently 
repulses  him,  and  affectionately  urges  his  own 
safety.  The  expression  and  lighting  of  this 
group  is  beyond  ail  praise.  In  the  right  comer 
of  the  picture  is  a  lover  bearing  the  body  of 
his  feinting  mistress;  from  the  chaplet  on  her 
head,  and  other  bridal  ornaments,  they  appear 
to  have  been  just  united.  Behind  is  a  grey 
horse  in  full  light,  furious  with  terror— his  rider 
clinging  with  every  muscle,  while,  half  Iiidden, 
appears  a  frantic  figure,  its  nails  fastened  into 
the  animal's  back  in  the  attempt  to  mount.  On 
the  left  of  the  centre  is  a  terror-stricken  femily — 
d3 
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father,  mother,  and  two  children,  cowering  half 
naked  beneath  the  red-hot  hail,  and  forming  a 
dark  mass  in  opposition  to  a  confusion  of 
figures  in  full  light  behind  them  —  some 
escaping  terrified  from  the  tottering  portal 
of  a  building— others  bearing  children  or  valu- 
ables in  their  arms — ^a  priest  with  the  golden 
vessels  of  the  temple,  and  in  the  midst,  an 
artist,  BriUloflf  himself,  carrying  his  box  of  im^ 
plements  on  his  head.  The  picture  terminates 
with  a  group  of  Christians,  with  an  anachrontic 
chalice  and  censer,  intended  by  their  pious 
resignation  and  attitude  of  devotion  to  contrast 
with  the  wild,  hopeless  terror  around.  But 
these  are  the  least  efiective  of  the  composition. 
The  critics  have  been  busy  upon  the  redun- 
dancy of  interest  and  the  multiplication  of 
groups  which  the  artist  has  crowded  together ; 
but  as  these  strictly  unite  in  telling  the  same 
story,  and  as  the  interest  is  chiefly  concentrated 
in  the  principal  group,  this  objection  does  not 
seem  more  legitimate  here  than  in  any  of  the 
crowded  scenes  of  adoration,  terror,  or  rejoic- 
ing, those  of  Mr.  Martin  omitted,  which  are 
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The  more  objectionable 

i  buildings  on  the  right 

aud  left,  with  statues  bowing  forward  in  the 

act   of  falling,    which   interrupt   rather  than 

heighten  the  intended  effect.     Living  objects 

may  be  given  in  every  transient  movement; 

the  momentary  flash  may  be  jiourtrayed  because 

never  viewed  in  any  other  form ;  the  rocking 

billows  may  be  imitated  because  seldom  seen 

at  rest ;  but  to  fix  a  mass  of  stone  in  a  position 

which  it  can  neither  sustain  nor  the  eye  follow 

for  one  instant,  is  as  much  in  opposition  to  the 

laws  of  art  as  to  those  of  gravity.    Otherwise  the 

drawing  is  magnificent — the  colouring  vividly 

true,  and  the  effect  of  liglit  and  shade,  and  the 

t  meretricious  glow  afforded  by  the  nature  of  the 

subject,  sufficient  to  have  seduced  a  less  masterly 

artist  from  the  severity  of  design  which  Briil- 

luff  has  observed.     At  the  same  time  it  would 

have  been  physiologically  more  interesting  had 

^       this   first   Russian   painter   of  any   eminence 

B      evinced  a  distinctive  national  character,  how- 

^&     ever  meagre  or  stiff,  instead  of  continuing  in 

if 
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schools.  But  this  may  be  simply  accounted 
for  by  the  supposition,  generally  adopted  here, 
that  BnillofTs  nationality  lies  only  in  an  as- 
sumed termination  to  his  name,  after  the  pre- 
cedents of  Mad^ame  Bellochi,  and  M.  Tumarelli, 
familiar  to  the  English  world ;  though  the 
object  here  sought  being  precisely  inverse,  it  is 
more  creditable  to  the  sense  of  the  nation. 

This  picture  was  painted  for  M.  Demidoff,  for 
the  sum,  it  is  said,  of  80,000  roubles,  or  nearly 
£4,000,  and  by  liim  presented  to  his  Imperial 
Majesty,  who  placed  it  in  this  Academy.  An- 
other just  completed,  a  Crucifixion,  by  BrOlloff, 
forms  the  altar-piece  to  the  new  Lutheran 
church.  The  body  of  the  Saviour  is  splendidly 
drawn,  but  otherwise  he  has  infused  no  fresh- 
ness of  idea  into  this  oft-used  subject — and  a 
Predella  picture  below,  the  administration  of 
the  Sacrament,  is  infinitely  higher  in  interest 
Inferior,  however,  as  this  altar-piece  is  to  his 
Fall  of  Pompeii,  it  is  nevertheless  ill  bestowed ; 
or  rather  it  would  be  difficult  to  say  what  grade 
of  merit  would  be  compatible  with  this  temple 
of  abject  architecture,  only  to  be  classed  with 
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the  mountebank  churches  of  our  George  the 
First's  time.  Alternately  Grecian  and  Saxon 
without,  and  painted  within  in  a  gewgaw  taste, 
better  befitting  a  tlieatre  than  a  place  of  worship, 
this  edifice  unfortunately  occupies  a  conspicu- 
ous position  on  the  Nevski  Prospect. 

With  this  exception  I  hardly  passed  a  build- 
ing that  did  not  in  some  way  lay  claim  to  my 
admiration.  So  much,  however,  has  been 
written,  and  moat  justly  so,  in  praise  of  the 
masonry  of  Petersbui^,  that  any  further 
comment  on  my  part  is  superfluous.  On  the 
otiier  hand,  considering  how  our  English 
feelings  have  been  wounded  in  the  reflection 
tlmt  raoflt  of  the  beautiful  edifices  of  the  olden 
time  which  adorn  our  capital,  are  placed  where 
tliey  can  neither  be  approached  nor  appreciated, 
while  those  of  the  modem  are  allowed  space 
and  air,  us  if  only  to  expose  their  defects,  I  cou> 
aider  that  a  little  conscientious  detraction  of 
tbeec  northern  upstarts  may  be  more  accept- 
ftble.  The  buildings,  it  is  true,  are  with  rare 
exception  magnificent  or  graceful,  and  gene- 
rally consistent  in  style,  but  as  they  are  built 
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SO  are  tliey  left ;  and  as  neither  a  Russian  sun 
uor  a  Russian  frost  cian  be  trusted  for  gentle 
treatment,  the  stucco  falls  off,  the  paint  blisters 
up,  the  wood-work  decays,  and  none  of  these 
items  beiug  renewed,  the  edifice  soon  exhibits 
a  want  of  finish  which  an  English  eye  must 
lose  some  of  its  home  recollections  to  overlook. 
But,  habituated  to  the  sight,  no  Russian  eye 
is  offended  by  this  mixture  of  shabbiness 
and  grandeur.  Added  to  this,  their  houses 
are  wretcliedly  glazed  and  wretchedly  shod. 
E.xcept  an  occasional  square  of  plate  glass, 
every  where  beautiful,  not  a  pane  is  seen 
through  which  a  beauty  would  care  to  be  criti- 
cised ;  nor,  beyond  the  Nevski,  which  is  laid 
with  a  level  mosaic  pavement  of  wood,  is  there  a 
foot  of  pavement  in  St.  Petersburg  which  would 
allow  you  to  converse  in  an  open  carriage  with 
this  same  beauty  in  comfort.  Around  the  win- 
ter palace  it  is  execrable — such  holes  as  an  in- 
fant Zarowitch  might  be  lost  in;  and,  lest  this 
should  seem  overdrawn,  I  can  add  what  I  my- 
self was  eye-witness  to,  viz: — an  Ischvouschik 
composedly  washing  his  druschky  in  a  colossal 
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puddle,  full  in  sight  of  the  palace  windows, 
after  which  he  washed  his  lace  and  hands  in 
the  Bame,  and  drove  off.  There  remains,  how- 
ever, to  be  eaid,  that  in  a  country  which,  seven 
months  in  the  year,  strews  the  streets  witli  a 
white  smooth  pavement  of  its  own,  the  rough 
flag  stones  of  art  cannot  be  so  carefully  tended 
as  elsewhere.  And  now,  lest  my  pen  should  be 
deemed  invidious,  let  us  turn  to  the  splendid 
granite  blocks  in  which  the  Neva  and  all  tribu- 
tary streams  and  canals  are  bound ;  solid,  po- 
lished piles  which  no  mortar  has  ever  defaced, 
being  cramped  together  witli  iron :  or  let  us 
acknowledge  the  patronage  which  Russia  has 
afforded  our  English  iron-works,  which  here 
relieve  these  sturdy  masses  with  a  border  as 
elegant  as  it  is  light,  while  the  various  canals, 
the  Fontanka,  the  Moika,  and  the  St.  Kathe- 
Tine's  canal,  all  similar  in  size,  and  clad  with 
the  same  monotony  of  granite,  were  it  not  for 
tlie  purjjosedly  varied  designs  of  their  graceful 
iron  palisadiugs,  would  greatly  perplex  the 
itranger.  Many  of  the  chief  noblemen's 
palaces  are  faced  with  cast-iron  grilles  of  the 
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most  costly  workmanship,  bearing  the  badge  of 
oriental  taste  in  the  richly  gilt  arrow-head; 
while  the  palisading  of  the  summer  gardens  is 
so  renowned  that  the  story  of  our  countryman 
who  came  expressly  from  England  to  see  it, 
and  immediately  returned^  is  here  considered 
as  a  very  credible  piece  of  homage.  But  the 
many  imbecilities  ascribed  to  English  travel- 
lers, by  foreigners,  would  fill  a  chapter  in  them- 
selves.    It  is  a  pity  they  are  so  often  true. 


THE  HERMITAnE. 


LETTER  THE  FOURTH. 

The  HcnniUfe—Quali 6 cations  for  aight-eeeing — Prome- 
nkde  on  the  pavenients  of  the  Ncvski — Disjiro  port  ion  of 
population — Duke  de  Ijeuchtenberg  and  Grand  Duchesa 
MBiie— English  Church — English  Factory— Pet ershurg 
from  tiie  tower  of  the  Admiralty — Its  insecure  position — 
High  winds — A  Rusaion  marriage  ceremony. 

To  attempt  to  describe  in  one  letter  a  building 
^roanin^  with  the  accumulated  collections  uf 
ail  ambitious,  unsparing,  absolute,  and.  In 
some  few  instances,  discrimiuatiug  Imperial 
dynasty — one  which  would  require  visits  of 
veeks  in  succession,  and  engross  a  volume  of 
description,  would  be  as  vain  as  to  pretend  tu 
comprise  the  British  Museum  in  a  few  pages. 
For  a  detail  of  the  far-farnud  Hermitage,  fitting 
and  welUoamed  retreat  for  such  an  imperial 
anchorite  as  Catherine  the  Second,  I  must  refer 
you  to  works  of  great  length  already  devoted 
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exclusively  to  it,  without  the  aid  of  which  my 
own  superficial  view  would  have  been  of  little 
avail.  After  undergoing  the  positive  labour  of 
viewing  a  palace  of  this  description — after  run- 
ning through  forty  magnificent  and  glittering 
apartments,  beyond  the  first  ten  of  which  the 
powers  of  attention  can  no  longer  poasibly  be 
commanded,  the  miserable  sight-seer  returns 
with  a  head  swimming  with  the  colours  and 
fonns  of  every  school,  through  which  the  de- 
licious Alba  Madonna,  by  Raphael — the  pale 
fast-worn  Christ,  by  Leonardo  da  A'inci — a 
whole  succession  of  valuable  lights,  by  Rem- 
brandt— a  never-to-be-forgotten  Pordennone— 
and,  for  the  sake  of  nationality,  the  Infant 
Hercules  strangling  the  Seqient,  by  our  Sir 
Joshua,  though  not  among  the  most  attractive 
of  his  productions,  are  dimly  struggling ;  while 
Dresden  jars  and  Malachite  vases — heads  of 
Russian  marshals  and  bodies  of  Thibet  idolt 
golden  trees,  peacocks,  owls,  and  intishrooms 
— the  grown-up  playthings  of  a  semi-barbaric 
court;  portfolios  of  first-rate  prints — cases  of 
gems  and  cameos,  and  whole  swanus  of  na- 
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tural  history,  are  jostling  each  other  ia  hopeless 
confusion ;  all  centering  in  the  enchanting 
vista  of  Raphael's  exquisite  Loggie,  of  which  a 
perfect  fac-simile  here  exists,  and  which  alone 
is  more  than  enough  for  the  time  I  spent  there. 
How  then  can  I  draw  light  out  of  this  chaos  ? 
No,  the  Hermitage  must  be  left  to  those  who 
have  given,  or  can  give,  it  all  the  requisite 
time.  But  no  English  heart  will  traverse  this 
gallery  without  murmuring  at  the  national  in- 
difference which  could  first  allow  the  Houghton 
Collection  to  he  transported  hither,  or,  worse 
stilt,  at  the  inexplicable  state  economy  that 
only  a  few  mouths  back,  permitted  Nicholas 
the  First  to  lay  his  iron  grasp  upon  a  few  of 
the  finest  pictures  which  ever  entered,  or  cer- 
jtainly  ever  quitted  the  English  shores — I  mean 
tfioae  choice  morsels  from  Mr.  Coesvelt's  gal- 
>lery,  which  I  last  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing 
in  h\i  house  on  Carlton  Terrace. 

In  these  travelling  times  an  inherent  talent 
for  sight-seeing  is  a  blessing  not  sufficiently  to 
be  prized,  one  equally  commendable  in  its  exer- 
cise  as  in  its  reward.     It  includes  many  Chris- 
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tian  virtues,  and  a  lai'ge  share  of  corporeal 
strength.  It  requires  its  possessor  to  be  meek, 
long-suflTering,  and  believing — to  be  patient 
where  he  feels  no  interest,  and  to  deny  himself 
where  he  does.  To  be  able  to  watch  long,  fast 
long,  and  stand  long,  and,  finally,  to  kiss  the 
rod  when  he  has  done.  Or,  to  choose  another 
simile,  sight-seeing  taken  in  drops  is  a  cordial, 
in  draughts  a  poison.  Between  Baron  S.  and 
myself  there  is  a  perpetual  amiable  contest,  as 
to  which  shall  show  most,  or  see  least.  He 
tells  me  that  he  has  my  future  good  too  much 
at  heart  to  mind  my  present  fatigue,  and  I  tell 
him  that  like  many  an  ally  he  came  to  help, 
but  stays  to  conquer.  With  military  precision 
he  parcels  Petersburg  out  into  districts,  lays 
his  plan  of  attack  over-night,  and  the  next 
morning  to  a  minute  he  is  at  my  door,  and  I 
am  whisked  off  to  fresh  feasts,  where  his  high 
epaulettes  always  procure  admission,  before 
the  last  are  more  than  swallowed.  Altogether 
I  fear  he  has  to  do  with  a  most  thankless 
recruit :  I  wait  with  patience,  and  attend  with 
submission,   but,   the    morning's   work    over, 
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hasten  to  evaporate  all  newly-acquired  know- 
ledge, and  comproiaise  matters  'with  my  kind 

.-master  by  a  graceless  stroll  on  the  cold 

iny  pavements  of  the  Nevski. 
Here  it  is  that  Russians  of  all  garbs  and 
tanks  pass  before  you.  Here  stands  the  Isch- 
TOuschik,  loitering  carelessly  beneath  the  trees 
of  the  avenue,  who,  catching  your  steady  gaze, 
■tarts  iip  and  displays  a  row  of  beautiful  teeth 
beneath  his  thickly-bearded  lip,  and  pointing 
to  his  droschky,  splutters  out  "  Kudi  vam 
llgodno?"  or  "whither  does  it  please  you?" 
^ere  stalks  the  erect  Russian  peasant,  by  birth 
|l  serf  and  in  gait  a  prince, — the  living  effigy 
an  old  patriarch, — bearded  to  the  waist,  his 
luiftan  of  sheep-skin,  or  any  dark  cloth  wrapt 
■Dund  him,  the  ample  front  of  which,  con- 
fined at  tJie  waist  by  a  Ijclt  of  bright  colours, 
eontainfl  all  that  another  would  stow  in  a 
pocket:  literally  portrayiug  the  words  of  Scrip- 
lure,  "  full  measure  shall  men  pour  into  your 
boeoin."  Contrary  to  all  established  rule  he 
iVean  his  sliirt,  always  blue  or  red,  over  his 
>tn>wser»,  his  trowsers   under  his    bouts,   and 
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doubtless  deems  this  the  most  sensible  arrange- 
ment. And  look !  here  go  a  posse  of  Russian 
foot  soldiers,  with  close  shorn  head  and  face,  and 
brow-beat  look,  as  little  of  the  martial  in  their 
dusky  attire  as  of  glory  in  their  hard  lives,  the 
mere  drudges  of  a  review,  whom  Mars  would 
disown.  Not  so  the  tiny  Circassian,  light  in 
limb  and  bright  in  look,  flying  past  on  his 
native  barb,  armed  to  the  teeth,  with  eyes 
like  loadstars,  which  the  cold  climate  cannot 
quench.  Now,  turn  to  the  slender  Finn,  with 
teeth  of  pearl  and  hair  so  yellow  that  you 
mistake  it  for  a  lemon-coloured  handkerchief 
peeping  from  beneath  his  round  hat ;  or  see, 
among  the  whirl  of  carriages  three  and  four 
abreast  in  the  centre  of  the  noble  street,  that 
handsome  Tartar  coachman,  his  hair  and  beard 
of  jet,  sitting  gravely  like  a  statue  of  Moses  on 
his  box,  while  the  little  postillion  dashes  on 
with  the  foremost  horses,  ever  and  anon  throw- 
ing an  anxious  look  behind  him,  lest  the  pon- 
derous vehicle,  which  the  long  traces  keep  at 
half  a  street's  distance,  should  not  be  duly  fol- 
lowing;   and    within   lolls  the   pale   Russian 
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beauty,  at  whose  careless  bidding  they  all  are 
hmrying  forward,  looking-  as  apathetic  to  all 
the  realities  of  life  as  any  other  fine  lady  in 
any  other  country  would  do.  These  are  the 
pastimes  which  the  traveller  finds  in  the  streets 
of  Petcrsbui^,  which  make  the  hours  fly  swiftly 
by,  further  beguiled  by  the  frequent  question 
end  frequent  laugh,  as  you  peep  into  the  va- 
rious magaziaes,  listen  to  the  full-mouthed 
sounds,  and  inhale  the  scent  of  Russian  leatlier, 
with  which  all  Peteraburg  is  most  appropri- 
ately impregnated. 

No  one  can  assert,  however,  that  this  is  a 
^y  capital,  its  population  is  one  of  wheels 
nore  than  of  men,  without  whose  restless 
whirl  the  streets  would  be  as  lifeless  as  Liondon 
•t  four  o'clock  in  the  morning.  Here  are  no 
busy,  noisy  pedestrians,  that  mainspring  of 
gaiety  in  other  cities;  and  of  the  few  who  do 
tread  her  huge  squares  and  drawn  out  streets 
not  al»ove  one  woman  is  seen  to  four  men. 
It  b  true  the  court  and  beau  monde  were 
■till  at  theii*  summer  hajinte,  but  these  only 
contribute  an  artificial  effervescence  during  the 
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fashionable  part  of  the  day,  and  cannot  be 
classed  as  a  characteristic  of  activity.  The 
imperial  family  are  not  yet  returned  from 
Zarskoe  Selo  to  the  Anitchkoff  palace,  their 
temporary  residence — but,  meanwhile,  the  great 
topic  of  the  day  is  the  arrival  of  the  young 
Duke  de  Leuchtenberg,  the  fiance  of  the  eldest 
grand  Duchess  Marie.  "  Not  a  fine  party  for 
her,"  as  the  Bavarian  Charge  d' Affaires,  trans- 
lating his  French  ideas,  more  candidly  than 
correctly,  observed  to  me  ;  but  an  imperial  in- 
stance of  a  marriage  of  inclination,  though  by 
some  busybodies  declared  to  be  restricted  to 
the  grand  Duchess. 

Yesterday,  being  Sunday,  my  first  drive  was 
to  the  English  church,  an  institution  requiring 
no  date  to  remind  us  that  it  was  founded  in  the 
old  time  when  attachment  to  the  church  was 
not  questioned,  and  liberal  endowments  thought 
the  wisest  economy,  and  which  now,  by  mainly 
contributing  to  keep  up  the  real  national  spirit, 
makes  a  worthy  return  to  the  descendants  of 
those  who  established  it.  The  church  itself  is 
a   splendid    building   on   the   English    quay, 
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richly  6tted  up,  and  capable  of  holding  a  con- 
gregation of  twelve  hundred.  The  living  is  of 
coDsiderabk-  value,  and  now  m  orthily  occupied 
by  the  Rev.  Ed.  Law,  whose  residence  is 
onder  the  same  roof"  with  the  church,  with 
those  of  the  clerk  and  sexton  adjoining,  all 
maintained  on  the  same  liberal  footing.  In 
trutli,  nowhere  can  England  be  seen  to  better 
advantage  than  in  the  person  of  the  British 
Factory — a  body  of  English  merchants  who  set- 
tled here  in  the  middle  of  last  century, — as  soon 
iodeed.  as  this  new  capital  afforded  any  com- 
mercial advantages,  and  who  have  firmly 
transplanted  to  this  northern  soil  the  fairest 
bloMoms  from  the  parent  tree.  Every  chari- 
table custom  is  perpetuated, — every  hospitable 
umJTersaTy  celebrated — and  everj-  public  re- 
joicing or  mourning  observed  with  jealous 
loyalty.  The  families,  most  of  them  highly 
aristocratic  in  descent,  keep  carefully  aloof 
from  all  Russian  society,  and  an  intermarriage 
with  a  Russian  is  a  circumstance  of  the  rarest 
occurrence.  At  the  same  time  this  very  ad- 
herence to  national  forms — prejudices  if  you 
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will — has  procured  them  universal  respect,  h 
is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  foreigners  like  us  the 
ijetter  for  imitating  them.  The  Emperor  knows 
that  his  sixteen  hundred  English  children  will 
always  respect  the  existing  laws,  and  wishes, 
perhaps,  that  the  rest  of  his  family  were  as 
peaceable.  It  is  tnie  they  grumble  a  little 
occasionally  at  a  new  Ukase,  but  this  is  their 
[jrerogative  whether  abroad  or  at  home.  Owing 
to  the  English  habits  of  business — their  punc- 
tuality, exactness,  and  probity, — many  a  prac- 
tical, useful  institution  lias  aristn  of  which  the 
Russians  equally  benefit.  It  will  be  easily 
imagined  that  the  straightforward  English 
merchant,  equally  accustomed  and  compelled 
to  trust  his  dependants  in  the  various  responsi- 
bilities of  a  countiog-bouse,  found  but  a  slip- 
pery colleague  in  the  raen-y,  lazy,  thieving 
Russian ;  at  the  same  time  the  wages  <^  th« 
English  to  their  inferiors  being  as  much  higher 
us  their  treatment  was  more  humane,  it  be- 
came the  interest  of  both  parties  to  retbrm  an 
evil  which  gave  the  one  a  bad  servant,  and  de- 
[uived  the  other  of  a  good  master.   A  company. 
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[  or  artell,  as  it  is  termed  id  Russian,  has,  there- 
fore, been  ibrmed  which  pledges  itself  for  the  ho- 

'  nesty  of  its  members,  or  makes  good  the  defici- 
encies which  a  dishouest  member  may  occasiou. 
The  privileges  and  certainty  of  good  employ- 
ment are  the  inducement  to  enter,  and  there  is 
not  an  English  merchant  house  in  Petersburg 
who  does  not  employ  one  or  more  of  these  Ar- 
tellschiks.      And  thus  a   principle,  seemingly 

I  inherent  in  the  English  nature,  that  of  making 
tt  a  man's  interest  to  be  honest,  has  here  en- 
gendered  a    habit    which    subsequently    may 

I  claim  a  higher  motive. 

Upon  the  conclusion  of  service  we  drove  to 
the  Admiralty,  the  shops  all  open,  and  uo  sign 
of  the  sabbath,  and  after  the  due  delay  which 
accompanies  all  things,  whether  great  or  small, 
in  Russia,  obtained  leave  to  ascend  the  tower. 
Emerging  at  the  base  of  the  gilt  spire  we  stood 
among  the  colossal  statues  which  adorn  the 
platform,  and  were  greeted  with  a  moat  pecu- 

I  liar  Tiew.  Petersburg,  with  its  oriental  spires 
and  domes,  and  many  tributary  islands,  lay 

'  couched  low  beneath  u?,  while,  far  as  the  eye 
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could  reach,  spread  a  naked  waste  of  land  and 
water,  each  equally  flat,  and  dotted  as  sparingly 
as  ]X)ssibIe  with  signs  of  life.  The  only  moun- 
tainous forms  were  presented  in  a  sky  of  arctic 
clouds  in  every  variety  of  bright,  cold  colour, 
which,  hanging  over  the  distant  walU  and 
shipping  of  Cronstadt,  melted  imperceptibly 
into  the  horizon,  and  presented  a  back-ground 
as  glorious  as  evanescent. 

No  one  can  judge  of  the  daring  position  of 
Petersburg  wlio  has  not  mounted  one  of  these 
her  artificial  heights,  and  viewed  the  immense 
body  of  watere  in  which  she  floats,  like  a  bark 
overiaden  with  precious  goods ;  while  the 
autumn  waves,  as  if  maddened  by  the  prospect 
of  the  winter's  long  imprisonment,  play  wild 
pranks  with  her  resistless  shores,  deriding  her 
false  foundations,  and  overturning  in  a  few 
hours  the  laboured  erections  of  as  many  years. 
We  wanted  no  one  to  recount  the  horrors  of  an 
inundation,  for  this  is  the  season  when  the 
waters  levy  their  annual  tribute.  A  south-west 
wind  was  lifting  the  gulf  furiously  towards  the 
city — the  Neva  was  d;i9lii»g  along,  rrjoicing 
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in  its  strength — tossing  the  keels  of  the  vessels 
o?er  the  granite  quays,  disjointing  the  plauks 
of  the  floating  bridges,  and  threatening  all 
who  ventured  across  with  sea  sickness,  if  witli 
no  worse  danger.  The  water  had  already 
taken  possession  of  some  of  tlie  wretched  out- 
skirts of  the  city,  adding  more  misery  where 
there  seemed  enough  before,  while  flags  floated 
fram  the  tower  where  we  stood  to  warn  the 
infaahitanls  of  their  danger;  and  before  we 
quitted  our  station,  guns  from  the  fortress,  the 
appointed  signal  on  such  occasions,  bade  those 
remore  who  had  aught  to  save.  But  pleasant 
ftil£9  and  natural  advantages  are  the  easy  tools 
of  a  limited  monarchy — nought  but  an  abso- 
lute will  could  have  compelled  a  splendid 
capital  from  the  depths  of  a  swamp.  Thf 
founding  of  Petei-sbui^  might  be  the  grant 
of  ciriJisatiou  to  Russia,  but  it  was  also  the 
»ign  manual  of  autocracy,  and  Peter  tlie  Great 
reasoned  more  like  the  despot  than  the  philau- 
trophist,  in  foreseeing  that  wherever  the  Im- 
pi-rial  Queen  Bee  thought  fit  to  aUght,  there 
uld  the  faithful  or  servile  Russians  swarm. 
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But  now  it  is  time  to  quit  our  station,  which 
a  tliei-niometer  at  10"  of  Fahrenheit  rendered 
no  enviable  eminence ;  therefore,  descending  as 
we  came,  we  traversed  the  reeling  bridge  io 
safety,  and  had  given  up  all  thought  of  further 
novelties  for  the  day,  when,  passing  tbe  inter- 
minable Corps  des  Cadets — the  longest  facade 
in  tlie  known  world,  our  attention  was  caught 
by  the  most  delicious  strains  of  vocal  music, 
and  observing  the  chapel  part  lighted  up,  and 
carriages  waiting.  Baron  S.  pronounced  a  Rus- 
sian wedding  to  be  going  forward.  In  a  mo- 
ment the  check-string  was  pulled,  the  horses' 
beads  turned,  and  we  alighted  at  the  doorway. 
The  chapel  itself  was  on  the  second  story,  divi- 
ded off  with  glass  doors,  which  we  were  pro- 
ceeding to  open  much  to  our  satisfaction,  when, 
with  all  the  dignity  of  high  integrity,  tlie  offi- 
cials rushed  to  repulse  us — not,  however,  till 
we  bad  caught  a  tantalizing  glimpse  of  a  fair 
girl  with  a  rueful  countenance,  standing  before 
an  altar,  with  candle  in  hand,  as  if  about  to 
light  her  own  funeral  pile,  and  a  gentleman  of 
no  very  promising  exterior  at  her  side.     Thi« 
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was  enough  to  have  6red  the  ardour  of  a  saint, 
but  in  our  hurry,  bethinking  ourselves  only  of 
a  terrestial  remedy,  we  applied  that  infallible 
key,  fitted  to  all  hearts  as  well  as  doors  in 
Russia — looks  of  integrity  vauished,  smiles  of 
bland  acquiescence  ensued,  and,  in  a  moment, 
"all  tlie  doors  flew  open."  We  entered,  and 
mixed  among  the  bridal  party,  and  gradually 
advancing,  found  ourselves  within  a  few  paces 
of  ihe  hride,  and  I  trust  diverted  her  thoughts 
pleasantly,  for  the  ceremony  was  long,  and  the 
bridegroom  old  enough  to  have  been  her 
grandfather.  The  ill-sorted  pair  stood  together 
iu  the  centre  of  the  small  chapel  before  an 
altar,  each  holding  a  taper  as  emblem  of  the 
light  of  their  good  works,  and,  between  them 
and  the  altar,  a  stout  burly  priest  with  hand- 
some jovial  countenance,  and  Rue  flowing 
beard  and  hair;  on  either  hand  a  subordinate. 
After  reading  prayers  at  some  length,  he  gave 
the  bridegroom  a  golden  ring — the  sliining 
metal  typifying  that  henceforward  he  should 
flfaine  like  the  sun  in  his  spouse's  eyes ;  and  to 
her  one  of  silver,  emblem  of  the  moon,  as 
remiudiog  her  to  borrow  light  solely  from  the 
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favouv  of  her  husband's  countenance — an  ad- 
monition which  in  this  instance  seemed  doubly 
necessary.  These  were  exchanged  amidst  a 
profusion  of  bowings  and  crossings,  the  choris- 
ters, about  twenty  in  number,  dressett  in  the 
court  uniform,  taking  up  the  "  Ghospodi 
Pomilui,"  or  *'  Lord  have  merey  on  us,"  in 
strains  which  seemed  hardly  of  this  earth.  Tlie 
priest  then  addressed  the  pale  girl,  whom  wu 
ascertained  to  l>e  an  orphan,  marrj'ing  for  a 
home,  in  an  extempore  exhortation  U}ion  the 
duties  awaiting  her,  witli  a  manner  so  gentle 
and  persuasive,  his  fViU  Russian  Sowing  so  har- 
moniously from  his  lips,  that,  tliough  not  com- 
prehending a  word,  my  attention  was  rivetted 
and  ray  heart  touched.  The  bridegroom,  who 
stood  without  any  discernible  expressiou  what- 
soever on  his  countenance,  received  the  same 
admonition  in  his  turn ;  the  priest,  or  pope, 
as  they  are  termed  in  the  Russian  church,  alter- 
nately putting  on  and  olf  his  high  mitred  cap, 
which  with  his  costly  robes  gave  him  the  air  of 
a  Jewish  high'pricst.  Tliis  concluded,  the  sa- 
crament, here  taken  witli  the  elements  mixed, 
wad  administered,   which,  besides  the  sacred 
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rapaning  received  in  all  Christian  churches,  on 
this  occasion  further  typifies  the  cup  of  human 
joy  and  sorrow  henceforth  to  be  shared  by  a 
married  couple.  Of  this  each  partook  alter- 
Dat«Iy  three  times,  and  then  kissed  the  book  on 
the  altar.  The  attendants  now  brought  forward 
two  gilt  crowns,  which  were  received  with  re- 
verence and  mauy  crossings  by  the  priest,  and 
two  gentlemen  in  plain  clothes  advancmg  fiom 
the  family  party  in  which  we  had  usurped  a 
place,  took  the  crowns,  and  the  priest  blessing 
the  ctjuplewith  their  respective  names  of  Anna 
Ivanovna  and  Peter  Nicolaiwitch,  placed  the 
one  on  the  man's  head,  and  held  the  other  over 
that  of  the  girl,  whose  head-dress  did  not  admit 
of  a  nearer  approach.  This  latter,  with  her 
veil  flowing  from  the  back  of  her  head,  hor 
long  white  garments,  and  pensive  looks,  seemed 
a  tair  statue  beneath  a  golden  canopy ;  while  the 
poor  man,  encumbered  with  candle  in  one 
hand,  the  perpetual  necessity  of  crossing  him- 
self with  the  other,  and  his  stupendous  head 
gear,  looked  quite  a  ridiculous  object,  and 
vainly  attempting  to  bow  with  his  body  <ind 
F.  3 
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keep  iiis  head  erect,  was  near  losing  his  crown 
several  times.  In  this,  however,  lies  the  pitli 
of  the  ceremony — so  much  so  that  tlie  Russian 
word  to  marry  is  literally  to  crown.  This  pa- 
geantry continued  some  time,  while  copious 
portions  of  the  Scriptures  were  read,  holy  water 
strewed  round,  and  clouds  of  inceuse  flung 
about  the  pair ;  their  saints  called  upon  to  pro- 
tect tliera,  and  lastly  a  solemn  invocation  ad- 
dressed to  the  Almighty  to  bless  these  his 
cliildren  hke  Abraham  and  Sarah,  Isaac  and 
Rebecca,  Joseph  and  Mary,  &c.,  to  keep  them 
like  Noah  in  the  Ark,  Jonas  in  the  fish's  belly, 
and  the  Hebrew  captives  in  the  fiery  furnace; 
and,  that  tradition  might  not  be  omittetl,  to 
give  them  joy  such  as  the  Empress  Helen  felt 
on  discovering  the  true  cross.  Then,  taking  a 
hand  of  each  in  his,  tlie  priest  drew  tliem,  him- 
self walking  backwards,  and  the  crown  bearers 
following  in  slow  procession,  three  times  round 
the  altar.  Now  the  crowns  were  taken  off, 
kissed  three  times  by  bride  and  bridegroom, 
the  choristers  ceased,  the  altar  disappeared,  and 
priests  and  attcndzints,  retreating  backwards  to 
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the  cb»ncel  end,  vanished  behind  the  screen, 
and  all  was  silent  in  a  moment. 

Here  von  will  conclude  the  ceremony  termi- 
nated, 80  at  least  thought  we,  and  so  perha])s 
did  the  happy  couple  who  seemed  well  nigh 
exhausted;  but  now  the  ci-devant  crown  bear- 
ers seized  upon  the  bride,  hurried  her  to  the 
screen  which  divides  off  the  Holy  of  Holies  in 
a  Russian  church,  where  she  prostrated  hersell" 
three  times  in  rapid  succession  before  the  pic- 
tures of  two  saints,  touching  the  floor  at  each 
plunge  audibly  with  her  feir  forehead,  the 
exertion  being  so  great  that,  but  for  the  sup- 
port of  her  attendants,  she  must  have  sunk. 
The  gentleman  was  left  to  prostrate  himself 
unaj^isted,  which  done  each  kissed  the  picture 
tlie  requisite  three  times.  And  now  the  bridal 
party  advanced  to  congratulate — the  bride's 
teans  flowed  fast  —  a  general  kissing  com- 
menced, and  we  sounded  a  rapid  retreat,  for  in 
the  crowd  and  confusion  it  seemed  very  imma- 
terial on  whom  this  superabundance  of  caresses 
might  alight. 

It  i»  only  just  to  say  that  the  whole  ceremony 
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was  highly  impressive,  so  much  so  as  quite  to 
overbalance  the  admixture  of  orientalisms  and 
traditions  which  pervaded  it.  I  should  also 
add  that  marriage  in  Russia  is  entirely  indis- 
soluble— that  no  kind  of  relationship  within  the 
fifth  degree  is  permitted ;  two  sisters  may  not 
even  marry  two  brothers ;  that  more  than  three 
times  no  one  can  be  united  in  wedlock,  nor 
even,  that  without  previous  fast  and  penance  to 
qualify  the  sin ;  and  that  a  priest  can  never 
marry  a  second  time,  so  that  a  priest's  wife  is 
as  much  cherished  as  any  other  good  thing 
that  cannot  be  replaced. 

We  returned  home,  but  my  thoughts  invo- 
luntarily followed  that  pale  girl  whose  early 
marriage  it  had  been  our  fete  to  witness.  I 
longed  to  whisper  to  her  words  of  hope  that  the 
rough-looking  staff  she  had  chosen  to  lean 
upon  through  life  might  prove  a  kind  and  a 
true  one.  But  good  looks  are  truly  nothing — 
I'objet  qu  on  aime  a  toujours  de  beaux  yeux. 


CHANGE  OF  LODGING. 


LETTER  THE  FIFTH. 

Change  of  lo());iiig — Comer  of  d  dining-ioom — View  of  a 
RuBBMi  prison — Detention  before  trial  —  Account  of 
thf  conipiracy  of  1826. 

L'imL  within  a  short  time  I  had  not  been  able 
to  persuade  myself  to  abandon  the  last  few 
associations  which  threw  an  English  colouring 
over  ray  dwelling  in  the  Galernoi  Oulitza,  or 
Rue  des  Galores,  and  yield  to  the  kind  solicita- 
tions of  Baron  S.and  bis  amiable  lady  to  remove 
entirely  to  their  house.  But  now,  as  my  time 
was  &£t  drawing  to  a  close,  they  came  regularly 
to  attack  me.  "  It  is  no  inconvenience  in  the 
world,  we  liave  plenty  of  accommodation," 
said  the  baroness,  "and  all  at  your  service;" 
"  We  can  take  no  denial,  we  have  eight  rooms," 
Baid  the  baron,  "  and  you  shall  choose  which 
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you  please."  And  then  the  lady  began  again, 
and  withal  her  very  beautiful  Isis-like  face 
lighted  up  with  such  an  expression  of  good- 
will and  cordial  kindness,  that  I  must  have 
been  made  of  stone,  or,  what  is  harder  stiU,  of 
utter  human  selfishness,  to  have  allowed  the 
few  thin  ghosts  of  English  comfort  which  ho- 
vered over  my  present  dwelling  to  triumph 
o'er  the  pleadings  of  a  lovely  flesh  and  blood 
countenance  like  hers.  If  this  be  the  type  of 
female  beauty  here,  Petersburg  must  be  a  pa- 
radise of  charms ;  but  the  baroness  is  a  Ger- 
man and  her  beauty  of  no  individual  nation, 
unless  it  be  of  the  ancient  Greek. 

I  surrendered,  therefore,  a  willing  prisoner, 
and  the  next  day  was  received  with  one  of  the 
best  attributes  of  our  fatherland,  viz.,  an  English 
welcome.  ''And  now,"  said  the  baron,  his 
pale  face  glowing  with  hospitality,  "  here  are 
eight  apartments ;  select  which  you  please  for 
your  sleeping-room.  Here  are  the  two  draw- 
ing-rooms, there  the  dining-room ;  there," 
pointing  to  the  right,  ''  is  my  wife's  cabinet ; 
there,"  pointing  to  the  left,  "  is  my  own  writ- 
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ing-room ;  ftirther  on  is  our  bed-room ;  in  short 
you  have  only  to  choose,  and  never  was  a 
gue&t  more  welcome."  By  the  tardiness  of  my 
answer  my  kind  host  doubtless  thought  that  I 
was  inclined  to  be  difficult  tn  my  choice ;  so 
drawing-rooms,  dining-room,  dressing-room, 
writing-room,  sleeping- room,  and  even  chil- 
dren's-room,  and  I  know  not  what  beside,  were 
duly  recapitulated,  and  still  their  guest  hesi- 
tated. Could- they  but  have  looked  iuto  my 
heart  and  seen  the  spacious  vision  of  eight 
spare  bed-rooms,  all  fitted  up  with  English 
privacy,  which  to  that  moment  had  occupied  it, 
my  silence  would  have  no  longer  puzzled  thern. 
After  all  I  was  not  so  new  to  foreign  habits, 
but  that  I  might  have  suspected  the  truth ; 
so  hastily  considering  what  would  be  furthest 
Irom  the  children,  furthest  from  the  soldiers, 
and  most  to  myself,  I  modestly  selected  the 
dining-room.  Accordiuglv,  when  I  entered  for 
tile  uight  I  found  an  ample  comer  partitioned 
off  by  a  screen,  all  my  things  arranged  in  order, 
and,  if  the  chief  ingredient  of  a  good  night  be 
sound  sleep,  1  had  no  reason  to  complain. 
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In  his  high  military  post  Baron  S.  is  unre- 
mittingly occupied,  for  business  is  not  coni^ 
dered  such  in  Russia  without  an  incredible 
consumption  of  paper  and  ink,  and  all  his 
spare  time,  when  he  has  no  guests  to  whom  to 
show  the  lions  of  his  capital,  is  spent  in  his 
little  family  of  infant  beauties.*  The  two 
youngest,  twins,  were  brought  in  by  their 
Russian  wet-nurse,  who,  with  her  high  velyet 
cap  embroidered  with  gold,  came  in  for  her 
share  of  my  traveller's  privilege,  and  was  con* 
sidered  with  as  much  interest  as  the  babes. 
These  latter  were  still  imprisoned  in  the  ban- 
dages with  which  they  continue  to  impede 
children's  circulation  and  keep  down  the  po- 
pulation of  this  country.  The  only  conveni- 
ence, perhaps,  consists  in  a  facility  of  handling 
them  as  long  as  they  are  alive.  The  colonel 
held  one  upright  in  one  hand ;  its  little  head 

*  Since  wiiting  the  above  Colonel  and  Baroneaa  S.  hs?e 
ezperiepoed  an  affliction  which  has  given  them  a  mournful 
reputation  in  Petersburg ;  the  icarlet  fever,  the  scourge  of 
this  capital,  having  swept  off  five  of  their  six  children  m 
four  weeks*  time. 
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nodding  about  like  a  hiding  fiower  on  a  stiA' 
stalk — "  aprh  tout,  c  est  une  barharie,"  said  he, 
'■  matt  on  a  fait  le  vieme  avec  mo'i  ;"  aud  this 
was,  perliaps,  the  best  reason  that  could  be 
given. 

From  this  scene  we  removed  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent one.  This  building,  in  which  the  colonel 
is  allowed  tiiose  memorable  eight  rooms,  and 
which  is  entirely  under  bis  charge,  is  one  of 
tiiB  ))rincipal  military  estahlishmeuts  in  Peters- 
burg ;  containing  I>arrack-room  for  a  standing 
force  of  twelve  hundred  men,  aud  strong  pri- 
sons for  offenders  of  every  kind,  who  are  here 
secured  and  tried,  and  then  passed  on  to  va- 
(  other  govemnients  fui-  punishment.  1 
npanied  the  colonel  to  the  chief  prison, 
'  an  ante-chamber  where  twenty  sul- 
diera  kept  guard  before  a  grate  of  iron  stanch- 
ioD»  from  Hoor  to  ceibng,  and  which  led  into 
8  spacious  apartment  crowded  with  inmates. 
We  entered,  and  the  colonel  uttered  the  military 
salute,  "  Sdarova  liV  "All  well?"  and  was 
answered  with  " Sdravie ge/aiem"  or  "we  wisii 
joii  good  health ;"  the  etjually  national  military 
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answer  in  a  simultaneous  shout.  Here  were 
one  hundred  and  four  criminals,  or  rather  pri- 
soners, for  trial,  but  all  with  crime  pretty 
legible  on  their  countenances.  Those  appre- 
hended for  murder  were  chained  hand  and  foot, 
and  at  least  a  fifth  of  the  number  were  thus 
fettered.  All  nations  and  tribes  of  Russia  were 
congregated  here,  Tartars,  Finns,  Calmucs, 
Bukharians,  Circassians,  &c.,  all  wretched,  viti- 
ated looking  beings,  many  fine  in  feature  but 
hideous  in  expression.  The  most  remarkable 
was  an  Arabian  prince,  a  plunderer  of  the  de- 
sert, fine,  handsome,  haughty,  and  hardened, 
a  very  Thug  in  impenitent  expression,  who 
drew  up  his  fine  figure  as  we  passed  along,  and 
clanked  his  murderer's  chains  as  proudly  as  if 
they  had  been  the  insignia  of  honour.  It  has 
not  been  at  all  times  safe  to  enter  this  den,  and 
the  last  fort^major,  whose  guard  at  the  grate 
was  neither  so  numerous  nor  so  vigilant,  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  his  life.  The  room  was  long, 
large,  and  lofty,  well  aired,  and  lighted  by  a 
row  of  strongly  barred  sash-windows;  at  the  one 
end  were  two  pumps,  with  brass  basins  beneath 
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then),  for  the  purification  of  the  body,  and  at 
the  opposite  end  a  Russian  shrine  with  ever- 
barning  lamp,  for  that  of  the  soiil.  Down  the 
centre  of  the  room  was  a  wooden  frame-work, 
sloping  each  way  like  the  sliallow  roof  of  a 
bouse,  on  which  their  coverlets  were  spread 
for  the  night ;  and  the  room  was  clean,  being 
washed  by  the  prisoners  once  a  week.  All 
other  admissible  humanity  is  also  exercised, 
and,  that  1  might  not  tell  England  that  the 
prisoners  under  hia  care  were  neglected,  the 
colonel  sent  for  a  basin  of  soui)  from  the  pri- 
soners' supper,  and  ti-uly  it  was  such  as  a  more 
squeamish  stomach  might  have  relished. 

But  the  great  evil  is,  that  all  this  is  too 
much  in  the  power  of  the  commanding  officer 
lo  pervert  and  abuse,  who,  being  himself  en- 
tirely without  check  or  control,  too  often 
fttarres  his  prisoners  to  increase  his  own  poor 
pay.  The  rank  of  a  general,  I  am  sorry  to 
add,  does  not  here  pledge  its  owner  to  honesty, 
and  it  is  well  known  and  as  frankly  acknow- 
ledged that  the  chef  of  a  regiment  will  with 
impunity  defraud  his  soldiers  of  their  allowed 
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weight  of  rations,  and  pocket  the  surplus,  or 
market  them  out  to  daily  labour,  of  which  he 
himself  appropriates  the  wages.  For  here  the 
individual  who  wears  the  emperor's  livery  is 
denied  the  pride  of  knowing  that  he  is  absolved 
from  that  of  any  other  master,  and  every  sol* 
dier,  who  will,  learns  a  trade,  with  the  profits 
of  which  he  endeavours  to  better  his  miserable 
condition.  The  best  shoemakers,  tin-men^ 
basket-makers,  &c.,  are  soldiers.  Imagine  an 
English  hotel-keeper  sending  to  the  royal  bar* 
racks  for  a  soldier  to  hang  his  bells ;  but  such  I 
have  seen  done  here. 

Besides  these  promiscuous  prisons  there  are 
also  solitary  cells  in  this  establishment  for  pri- 
soners whose  cause  is  of  a  more  intricate  na* 
ture.  None,  the  baron  assured  me,  he  believed 
to  be  unjustly  punished,  but  the  cruelty  here 
consists  in  the  length  of  detention  before  trial. 
Frequently  a  prisoner  waits  two  years  before 
his  trial  comes  on.  There  was  one  in  a  room 
above  us,  he  said,  who  had  been  detained 
twelve  years ;  **  mais^  pauvre  homtne^  que  f aire! 
— il  a  un  tas  de  papiers  haut  comme  ceiaj'  and 
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the  colonel  stretched  his  arms  to  their  utmost 
limit.  Thus  it  appears,  taking  this  maximum 
of  misery,  and  our  late  miuimum  of  incon- 
venience, that  the  paper-mills  in  Russia  are  the 
engines  which  work  the  greatest  evils  to  all 
classes;  a  new  species  of  abuse  of  the  press! 
The  emperor's  attention  is  Iiowever  particularly 
devoted  to  ihis  subject,  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
may  soon  bo  remedied,  and  paper  and  ink  no 
longer  remain  the  tyrants  they  now  are. 

From  Colonel  S.  I  have  received  a  most  in- 
teresting account  of  the  rebellion  which  greeted 
Nicholas's  accession  to  the  throne,  on  the  14th 
of  December,  1826,  an  historical  occurrence  of 
which  we  know  but  little,  and  than  which  few 
events  have  left  deeper  traces  of  their  existence 
in  public  mistrust  and  private  misery.  As 
other  meanfl  have  put  into  my  hands  some  va- 
luable documents  relating  to  the  same,  I  am 
enabled  to  give  an  account  which  I  think  will 
be  interesting,  and  which  may  serve  also  to 
show  the  materials  of  which  most  plots  are 
here  composed. 

As  early  as  1816,  among  the  troops  return- 
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ing  to  Russia  upon  the  conclusion  of  peace, 
were  a  few  young  officers,  who,  haying  become 
acquainted  with  the  political  tendency  of  va- 
rious secret  associations  in  Germany,  and  fired 
with  ideas,  then  less  guilty  than  romantic,  re- 
solved upon  establishing  something  similar  in 
Russia.  To  these  raw  beginners  others  quickly 
joined  themselves,  and  in  February,  1817,  the 
basis  was  laid  of  an  association  called  "  The 
Society  of  the  Public  Good."  One  of  the 
chief  members  was  a  Colonel  Pestel,  aide-de- 
camp to  Count  Witgenstein,  who,  being  distin- 
guished for  talent  and  strength  of  character,  was 
intrusted  with  the  formation  of  a  code  of  rules. 
These,  had  their  right  or  their  power  in  any 
way  been  adapted  to  the  end  proposed,  would 
doubtless  have  been  of  great  public  benefit, 
being  principally  directed  towards  the  encou- 
ragement and  maintenance  of  charitable  insti- 
tutions, to  the  formation  of  schools  on  the  Lan- 
castrian principles,  to  the  better  administration 
of  justice  in  the  courts  of  law  (that  most  crying 
of  all  public  abuses  in  Russia),  and  to  the  de- 
velopment of  national  industry,   and  attain- 
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faeut  of  commercial  prosperity.  On  the  other 
iiaiid,  these  benevoleut  statutes  included  the 
vows  of  a  blind  obedience,  and  the  liberty  of 
reaortiug  to  the  most  violent  meana,  even  "  to 
'Ae  secret  dagger  and  the  secret  cup."  To  the 
nuintenance  of  the  society  each  member  was 
Id  subscribe  the  twentieth  part  of  his  income, 
A  condition  which  none  seemed  particularly 
anxious  to  ftilfil,  since  at  no  time  does  it  ap- 
pear that  a  sum  of  more  than  5,000  roubles, 
ftbout  200/.,  was  collected,  which  was  spent 
by  Prince  Troubetskoi,  secretary  to  the  body, 
but  not  for  the  sei*vice  of  the  same.  Tliis 
association  rapidly  grew  in  strength,  but  with 
their  numbers  increased  also  their  factions, 
and  all  their  sittiugs  were  characterised  by  dis- 
order and  want  of  integrity. 

It  was  not  long  before  a  false  report  of  a  de- 
lign  on  tlie  part  of  the  Emperor  Alexander  to 
te-establish  the  kingdom  of  Poland,  and  retire 
with  his  court  to  Warsaw,  gave  rise  to  violent 
ctimmotions,  and  to  the  first  open  project  of 
regicide,  and  more  than  one  member  volun- 
teered hia  arm  for  the  deed.    This  bravado. 
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however,  frightened  the  more  prudent  or  timid, 
and  many  subsequent  convocations  leant  to- 
wards the  republican  form  of  government^  to 
the  banishment  of  every  member  of  the  im- 
perial family,  or  to  the  retention  of  the  Em- 
press Elizabeth,  Alexander's  wife,  alone,  as 
head  of  a  limited  monarchy.  Occasionally 
their  thoughts  were  devoted  to  the  form  of 
constitution  best  adapted  to  their  views,  at  one 
sitting  selecting  England  as  a  model,  at  ano- 
ther, Spain,  and  at  a  third,  America!  and 
having  become  acquainted  with  the  existence 
of  a  powerful  secret  body  in  Poland,  they  mu- 
tually communicated  their  plans ;  the  Society 
of  the  Public  Good  binding  themselves  to 
aeknowledge  the  independence  of  Poland,  and 
to  restore  those  conquered  provinces,  according 
to  their  phrase,  *'  not  yet  Russified ;"  wliilst  the 
Polish  body  promised  to  abefr  every  movement 
of  itb  colleague,  and  to  withhold  the  Grand 
Duke  Constautine,  Viceroy,  of  Warsaw,  from 
returning  to  Russia  on  any  outburst  of  the 
conspiracy.  A  further  re-inforcement  was  fur- 
nished by  the  discovery  of  another  society  in 
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Russia,  entitled,  "The  United  Slavonians;" 
thus  verifying  the  Russian  proverb,  that 
"  those  who  work  in  the  dark  have  light  enough 
Ui  know  their  own."  These  combined  forces, 
though  subdivided  into  numerous  garrisons, 
and  scattered  about  the  empire,  were  neverthe- 
less designated  in  general  as  the  Societies  of 
the  North  and  of  the  South  ;  the  foi-mer  com- 
pmiiig  Petersburg,  the  latter  Moscow,  Tou- 
Iczjn,  &c. ;  of  which  latter,  Pestel,  mentioned 
above,  the  most  dangerous  meml>er  because 
the  moAt  resolute,  one  whom  even  bis  compa- 
uioDs  looked  on  with  fear  as  "an  ambitious, 
designing  man,"  —  "a  Buonaparte  and  not 
a  Washington,"  was  the  bead.  In  the  mean 
time  the  conspiracy  included  the  most  cele- 
brated names,  either  in  family  or  fame,  in 
Russia;  such  aa  the  Princes  Troubetskoi,  Obo- 
lensky,  Barvatinski,  Volkonski,  Galitzin,  kc; 
the  names  of  Xarischkiu,  Tolstoi,  Rosen,  Mou- 
raviefl*.  four  of  them,  Balgarin,  Bestiicheff  the 
author,  &c.  Sec.  To  afiirm  that  these  were  all 
military  is  useless  in  a  country  where  to  be  a 
man  is  to  be  a  soldier,  and  cverv  means  were 
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employed  to  prepare  for  a  struggle,  by  spread- 
ing disaffection  among  the  soldiery,  who,  to  do 
them  justice,  were  only  turned  from  their  duty 
by  an  artful  misrepresentation  of  the  same,  or 
by  a  direct  &brication  of  the  emperor's  orders : 
while  Bestucheff,  one  of  Russia's  first  writers, 
employed  his  pen  in  publishing  seditious  and 
exciting  poems  and  addresses. 

Proceeding  thus  from  one  extreme  to  ano- 
ther, each  fresh  meeting  of  the  conspirators 
gave  birth  to  wilder  schemes  of  government, 
all  pointing  at  self-aggrandisement  in  various 
shapes,  while,  with  brutal  sang  froid^  the  im- 
perial &mily  were  condemned  to  a  general 
massacre ;— Pestel  coolly  counting  on  his  fin- 
gers up  to  thirteen  necessary  murders,  adding, 
"  I  will  prepare  the  bravos  to  deal  the  blows ; 
Baryatinski  has  several  ready."  With  their 
blood-thirstiness,  however,  their  disorders  kept 
pace ;  almost  every  sitting  terminating  in  dis- 
sensions which  nullified  their  resolves;  and 
thus,  under  God's  Providence,  the  Emperor 
Alexander  slept  safe  in  his  bed  though  a  traitor 
not  seldom  mounted  guard  at  his  door.    Fot 
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it  is  remarkable,  that,  of  several  who  assumed 
the  nigbt  watch  at  the  palace  expressly  for  the 
purpose  of  murdering  the  emperor  in  his  sleep, 
not  one  was  found  capable  of  carrying  this 
plan  mto  execution.  From  time  to  time,  it  is 
believed,  intelligence  of  this  plot  reached  him, 
but  weaty  with  the  weight  of  a  Russian 
diadem,  and  careless  of  his  own  life,  he  gave 
the  eiibject  no  attention.  In  the  June  preced- 
ing hifl  death,  however,  tliese  reports  (deserters 
from  the  cause  not  being  wanting)  assumed 
loo  responsible  a  shape  to  he  neglected,  and  at 
Taganrog,  whence  he  never  returned,  precau- 
tionary means  were  taken,  which,  while  they 
did  not  in  the  least  intimidate,  served  but  to 
apgravale  the  |>arty.  The  event  of  Alexander's 
death  was  lamented  by  some  of  the  conspi- 
rators, as  an  opportunity  for  open  revolt  lost 
never  to  be  recovered ;  by  others,  as  having 
frustiated  plans  of  private  revenge. 

In  the  mean  time  the  14th  of  December  ap- 
proached. This  was  the  day  appointed  for 
Administering  the  oaths  of  fidelity  to  the  troops 
in  favour  of  Nicholas,   who    acceded    to    the 
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throne,  not  less  by  the  wish-  of  Alexander  tfaaa 
by  the  voluntary  renunciation  q£  Conetanthuk 
This  latter  ciTcumstance,  however^  was  graspod 
as  a  pretext  for  disaflfecting  the'  8oldiers«.>  Al- 
though their  plans  were  a^  unripe^as  ever  tlwjr 
had  been,'  or  probably  would  have  bee^^  >aMi 
but  a  small  number  of  the  swoln  assembled  <]b 
Petersburg,  yet  a  rising  for '  that  day*  \  wwb 
hastily  resolved  on,  and  Prince  Troubetektst 
elected  as  the  chief.  Hie  disaffected  offioen 
ran  through  the  ranks,  urging  the  soldiera^nHt 
to  take  the  oath  to  Nicholas,  alle^ng  that 
the  Grand  Duke  Constantine  was  in  jronsi  the 
Grand  Duke  Michael  the  same ;  and.  that  tlie 
former  would  increase  the  pay  of  all  who  bq- 
mained  faithful  to  him.  Cries  of  ^'  CodMsAt 
tine  and  the  Constitution,*'  were  raised***Hthle 
latter  word,  new  to  every  Russian  ear^  and 
perfectly  unintelligible  to  the  simple  soldiery, 
was  explained  to  them  as  meaning  CooataA* 
tine's  wife  !~and  a  more  biting  sarcasm  could 
not  have  been  uttered.  Arriving  in  this  con* 
dition  at  the  Grand  Square,  and  beneath,  tbt 
windows  of  the  Winter  Palace,  where  the  £ip* 
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press,  with  her  whole  court,  were  assembled, 
the  revolt  became  uppareut.  Count  Milorade- 
vitch  nml  Colouel  Sturler,  colooels  of  two  re- 
ghneuts  whicli  refused  to  oliey  their  orders, 
were  both  assassinated  in  cold  blood  by  Ka- 
bovsky,  one  of  the  most  Ijrutal  of  the  con- 
spiracy. The  Grand  Duke  Michael,  also,  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  life.  One  moment  of  fear  or 
irresolution  on  the  part  of  the  Crown  had 
turned  the  day,  as  it  has  done  before  now  in 
Kasia ;  but  the  conspirators  had  mistaken  their 
mtn.  Nicliolaa  stood  forth  In  a  character 
-u'hich  lie  had  never  before  had  occasion  to 
show.  Firm  to  his  rights,  and  dauntless  in 
p^nwinal  courage,  he  strengthened  the  bravery 
of  the  faithful,  and  inspired  many  a  wavering 
heart  witli  inMtantaueous  entbiisiasm  for  his 
{>tTsun.  The  relK;l8  fought  with  desperation, 
bnt  (heir  numbers  were  few — their  chief  had 
dastardly  abandoned  his  post,  or,  rather,  had 
-tiercT  api*ared  at  it;  and  after  a  few  rounds 
of  cannou  had  been  discharged,  this  long-fer- 
meilting  conspiracy,  which  had  formed  visions 
alttfrostelv  of    liljorty  and    dominion,  which 


102 


LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.      [Lbttu  V. 


had  projected  the  restorations  of  kingdoms 
and  the  foundation  of  republics,  which 
had  promised  provinces  and  places,  and  had 
anticipated  bringing  the  proud  Nicholas  to 
conditions,  if  not  to  utter  submission,  was 
quelled  before  night,  with  nothing  remaining 
but  mistrust  in  the  bosom  of  the  sovereign, 
and  disgrace  upon  half  the  noble  families  in 
the  empire.  Now  began  the  painful  task  of 
investigation.  Every  day  brought  forth  fresh 
convictions,  and  proofs  strong  as  daylight 
branded  many  as  guilty,  of  whom  the  ma^^est 
suspicion  would  have  been  deemed  calumny. 
But  no  means  had  been  neglected,  to  secure 
adherents.  Wives  had  misled  their  husbands, 
brothers  their  brethren. 

The  commission  seems  to  have  been  con- 
ducted with  great  justice  and  indulgence ;  and, 
contrary  to  the  usual  custom  of  Russia,  who,  not 
content  with  cutting  off  the  head  of  the  hydra, 
generally  sears  all  remembrance  also  with 
die  utmost  care,  a  summary  of  its  proceedings 
was  published.  In  all,  one  hundred  and  twen* 
ty -three  were  adjudged  worthy  of  punishment. 
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These  were  divided  into  twelve  categories,  of 
whom  the  first,  five  in  uumber,  including' 
Pestel  and  Kahowsky,  were  hanged ;  the  second 
degraded  and  banished  for  life  to  Siberia,  with 
hard  Kork  in  the  mioes;  others  degraded,  with 
a  certain  |K>rtion  of  hai-d  labour  and  exile  in 
proportion  to  their  guilt;  whdst  the  twelfth 
class  were  sentenced  to  serve  as  common  sol- 
diers with  power  of  pronaotion.  Most  of  their 
wives  and  families  followed  the  exiled  ;  and  it 
itt  reported  that  the  colony  of  nobility,  wiiich 
this  rebellion  transplauted  to  Siberia,  art 
living  there  iu  great  comfort,  tlieir  labour 
being  little  more  than  nominal ;  subscribing 
among  ihejnaelves  for  all  the  periodicals,  news- 
papers, and  new  works,  which  ap[)ear  in  tlif 
European  world,  and  pi(|uing  themselves  on 
the  exctusive  aristocracy  of  their  circle.  But 
tbiA  bad  better  not  be  looked  closer  into,  or, 
much  a«  the  guilty  are  to  be  compassiouated, 
our  ideas  of  right  and  wrong  M'ould  be  ratht-r 
shocked  at  an  evasion  in  execution  of  sentence, 
whicli  proceeds  neither  from  tlie  repentance  of 
the  subject,  nor  the  clemency  of  the  monarch. 
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With  respect  to  the  latter,  however,  many  of 
the  sentences  have  been  mitigated,  and  some 
are  already  returned  to  their  homes,  bearing 
nevertheless  the  badge  of  the  past  in  their 
coarse  privates'  uniform  and  other  degrading 
restrictions. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  an  Englishman,  or 
one  English  descended,  of  the  name  of  Sher- 
wood, was  the  individual  who  more  especially 
betrayed  the  conspiracy  to  Alexander,  though 
unfortunately  from  no  motive  beyond  revenge, 
having  been  degraded  in  the  army  for  some 
misdemeanour.  He  afWwards  received  a  pen- 
sion, and  the  unmerited  name  of  Sherwood 
vemai,  or  Sherwood  the  Faithful. 

My  kind  friend.  Baron  S.,  owes  his  eleva- 
tion to  that  day ;'  the  murdered  Colonel  StSrler 
was  his  brother-in-law,  and  he  himself  is  Iri- 
debted  for  his  life  to  the  intervention  of  a 
friend's  arm. 
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DMtttjon  io  Petenbmjg-^nie  Paisc«buTg'iiMilady-*--Pm» 
parations  for  Northern  travel,— Journey  ,  to  NarvA— t 
Troubles  there — Entrance  into  Estonia — Intense  cold — 
Wolyes — The  station-house  Loop — Arrival  in  Reval. 


« ■  • 


Z)sB  mensch  denkt,  und  Gott  lenkt ;  Vhomfm 
propose  et  Dieu  dispose.  The  third  week  in 
October  had  been  fixed  for  me  to  quit  Peters- 
burg, and  November  wa»  far  advanced  ere  I 
eventually  turned  my  back  on  it.  I  had  cloged 
my  volume  of  sightTseeing ;  I  had  quitted  my 
tent  in  the  corner  of  that  friendly  dining-room  j 
and  had  returned  to  the  English  boarding-r 
house  in  order  to  start  by  the  last  pyroskafF 
for  Reval,  when  I  suddenly  fell  under  that 
penalty — a  kind  of  invisible  Douane  in  the 
air — to  which  all  southern-born  sojourners  in 

F  3 
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Petersburg  sooner  or  later  must  submit.  For 
it  is  a  disagreeable  fact,  that  no  foreigner  be- 
comes seasoned  to  the  exhalations  of  this 
swamp-based  capital,  without  paying  entrance- 
fee  in  the  shape  of  an  attack  of  fever  more  or 
less  acute.  Some  impeach  the  air,  others  the 
Neva,  others  the  food ;  but  in  my  own  case  I 
am  inclined  to  ascribe  it  to  a  too  careless 
defence  against  the  cold,  already  piercingly 
severe,  and  which  disguised  beneath  the 
rays  of  a  bright  and  steady  sun  takes  a 
novice  to  the  climate  completely  unawares. 
May  every  lonely  traveller  be  half  as  well 
tended,  for  the  kindest  of  English- Samaritans 
and  the  best  of  English  physicians  were  around 
me,  and,  ere  I  forget  either,  "  may  my  right 
hand  forget  its  cunning."  In  a  few  days  I 
experienced  no  further  inconvenience  than  that 
attending  an  active  mind  and  a  passive  body, 
for  ^*  strength  leaves  us  in  pounds,  but  returns 
in  drachms,"  and  an  unfeigned  contrition  for 
being  so  little  mindful  of  the  blessings  of 
health  while  undisputedly  mine.  Meanwhile 
it  had  become  no  easy  matter  to  reach  Reval, 
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my  desdaation,  for  the  last  pyroskaff  had 
cea^;  diligences  never  had  existed:  the  bad 
season,  wlien  autumn's  last  wind  and  rain 
touch  the  confines  of  the  winter's  first  snow,— 
what,  in  other  words,  is  here  termed  "  the 
little  winter," — had  commenced ;  and  a  journey 
of  three  hundred  miles,  through  a  strange 
country  and  strange  language,  wore  a  discoii- 
raging  aspect.  But  faiut  liearts  must  stay  at 
home.  In  a  short  time  a  Russian  man-servant, 
tnifity  and  responsible,  tliougli  no  Artellschik, 
was  found  willing  to  escort  a  lady  to  Reval 
who  could  only  sit  still  in  the  carriage,  and 
not  so  much  as  speak  for  herself  So  he  wa^ 
brought  up  for  my  approbatiou,  and  provt^d  to 
be  a  brisk-looking,  moustached  little  fellow, 
who,  knowing  no  language  beyond  his  own, 
gazed  on  me  as  I  sat  propped  in  my  fauteuil, 
with  an  air  of  compassion,  as  if  to  say,  "  I'll 
take  care  of  you,  poor  thing !"  and  was  very 
eloquent  to  everybody  else. 

And  now,  by  the  advice  of  the  experienced, 
our  measures  were  hastened ;  for  a  frost  had 
set  in,  which  promised  to  carry  away  all  float- 


iog  bridges 'twixt  Petersburg  and  Reral;  after 
which  a  period  endues  when*  iraipelling  oe9sesi 
and  eveli  the  isUoidd  ftnrego  bU  ecMimuniiiatibn 
with  the  main  body  of  Petesstmvg  ibr  at  least 
arforbiightj       ^^  • 

What  iS' ^there  ilbout  t&k  eapital  i^hieh  ren* 
defs  it  SO  unloveable  «as  ^a  residence  ?  <  I  had 
e:ipe(rienoed  mthin  its  walls  kindnete  as  much 
beyond  my.  expeotatioilal  as  my  deserts— not 
only  courtesy  and  ho^itality,  but  real  genuine 
Christian  goodness,  and  I  turned  aw<irf  with  a 
feeling  of  thankfulness  that  itiy  life  was  not 
destined  to  be  spent  there.  It  seems  as  if  the 
soil,  reveaiging  itself  for  having  been  taken  btf 
Ibrce,  and  appropriated  to  a  pu)*pob6  Nature 
never  intended,  inspires  a  sense  of  dreariness 
and  loneliness  which  can  hardly  be  rationally 
accounted  for.  I  never  lead  or  heard  of  the 
Bnglish  traveller,  sojourning  beyond  a  fe\t 
days,  who  did  not  quit  Petersburg  with*  a  sed-* 
timent  of  release  from  b<>ndage;  andteanyh 
Russian,  long  resident  abroad,  whose  darling 
vision  by  day  and  night  it  has  been  to  retire 
to>  his  native  capital  witli  the  fruits  of  his>e]K 
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patmtibn,  has,  upon  experiment,  owned  the 
diaappobtment,  and  ended  his  days  elsewhere. 
"Je  det4J9te  Peterebourg; "  is  tlie  thankless  sen- 
tence yon  hear  from  every  month. 

Our  journey  commenced  at  six  in  the  after- 
noon of  the  nineteenth  oi'  November,  a  delay 
until  daybreak  being  deemed  highly  liazardous. 
Anton  on  the  box,  and  myself,  loaded  with  as 
many  clothes  as  a  southlauder  would  wear  up  in 
thft  eour«e  of  a  long  life,  nestled  down  comfort- 
ably in  the  cal^he  with  as  little  inclination  ae 
power  to  stir.  My  light  English  straw  hat  had 
been  banished  by  unanimous  consent,  and  a 
dose,  silk,  wadded  cap,  edged  with  fiir,  subati- 
tuied.  My  Bnglish-lined  liir  cloaks  had  been 
hekl  up  to  derinrion  as  mere  cobwebs  against  the 
otild,  and  a  fox-fur,  the  hair  long  as  mv  flnger, 
drawn  orer  them.  All  my  wardrobe  had  been 
doubled  and  trebled,  ami  even  then  my  friends 
ehook  thuir  heads  and  feared  I  was  too  thinly 
dad.  Thus  we  sallied  forth  into  the  wild 
waste  of  darkness  and  snow,  in  which  Feters- 
bxtTg  lay,  travelling  with  four  post-horses  but 
slowly  through  the  unsound  snowed-up  roads. 
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which  were,  nevertheleae,  not  in  the  condition 
to  admit  of  a  sledge.  Near  midnight  I  alighted 
at  the  second  post-house  from  Petersburg,  the 
stages  being  on  the  average  twenty-five  wersts 
long,  with  four  wersts  to  three  miles.  It  was 
a  fine  building  outwardly,  but  otherwise  a 
mere  whitened  sepulchre.  Here  the  superin- 
tendant  of  the  post-stables,  not  being  able  to 
settle  matters  with  Anton  to  mutual  satisfac- 
tion, obtruded  his  fine  person  into  my  apart- 
ment, and  bowing  gracefully,  and  with  many 
a  commanding  gesture,  poured  forth  a  torrent 
of  words  of  the  utmost  melody  and  expression. 
He  was  a  perfect  patriarch  :  his  fresh  sheep- 
skin cafkan  and  rich  flowing  beard  curling 
round  a  head  of  the  loftiest  Vandyke  character, 
unbaring,  as  he  spoke,  a  set  of  even,  gleaming 
teeth,  and  lighted  to  advantage  by  a  flaring 
lamp  which  hung  above.  I  was  in  no  hurry 
to  interrupt  him.  Finding  his  eloquence  not 
to  the  purpose  he  wanted,  he  left  me  with 
fresh  gestures  of  the  grandest  courtesy  to  attack 
my  obdurate  servant,  who  loved  copecks  better 
«  than  he  did  the  picturesque. 
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Reseated  with  fresh  horses  and  lulled  by  the 
musical  jingle  of  our  post-bells,  I  dozed  with 
toleniblu  comfort  during  tlie  niglit,  and  opened 
my  eyes  vrith  daybreak  to  a  perfect  Esquimaux 
landscape, — boundless  flats  of  suow,  low  hovels 
of  wood,  and  peasants  gliding  noiselessly  past 
on  tlieir  tiny  siedges.  At  twelve  we  readied 
Jaraburg,  an  empty,  rambling  town  of  large 
crown  barrack  buildings  and  miserable  little 
houses,  with  here  and  there  a  bright  Quentin 
Matsys- looking  head,  peeping  at  the  equipage 
through  the  dull  double  glass.  Here  all  rest- 
less doubts  relative  to  the  existence  of  a  bridge 
wer«  to  terminate,  and,  in  a  fever  of  anxiety, 
I  desceuded  a  hill  which  led  to  the  river  Luga. 
There  it  lay  before  me,  braad,  rapid,  and 
dark  ;  great  masses  of  loose  ice  sulkily  jostling 
each  other  down  its  current,  but  bridge — none 
at  all.  My  heart  sunk.  Jamburg  was  but 
little  inviting  for  a  fortnight's  residence,  wheu, 
upon  inquiry,  a  ferry  was  found  to  be  plying 
with  greater  difliculty  and  greater  risk  at 
every  transport,  and  this  would  iiave  ceiised  in 
a  few  hours.     Peasants  with   their  carts  and 
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cattle  stood  on  the  bank  awaiting  their  tuni^ 
and  after  much  delay  and  a  profuse  exchang^^ 
of  tcfun'tSj  literally,  devil,  in  which  these  Ru^; 
sians  are  most  liberal^  and  which  seem^  diBaf 
tined  to  be  the  first  word  I  retain,  our  promia^ 
cuous-laden  ferry-boat  ground  slowly  through 
the  stiffening  ice,  and  at  length  touched  ^e 
opposite  shores.  Here,  having  abandoned  our 
old  horses  on  the  other  side,  Antoa  went  off  Uh 
search  for  fresh  ones,  and  I  was  left  sitting  ior 
the  carriage  for  above  an  hour,  among  a  set, 
of  swearing,  meny  beings,  who  seemed  bent 
alternately  on  quarreling  and  laughing.  The 
banks  of :  the  Luga  are  very  pretty,  thouglf 
desolate ;  high  rocks,  with  a  scanty  vegetaiUon, 
creeping  among  them.  When  fresh  honea 
arrived,  their  first  task  was  to  drag  us,  •  up  a^ 
hill  of  unusual  steepness,  whence,  as  far  as 
Narva,  was  one  uninterrupted  plain*  In  Narva,, 
which  I  reached  about  five  o'clock,  after  a  Uttle 
difficulty  we  found  the  house  to  which  I  had 
been  recommended  by  a  friend,  a  rambling  edi- 
fice  of  unpainted  wood,  all  on  the  ground  floor^ 
I  entered  a  suite  of  rooms,  and  caught  sight  lof 


TBrious  female'  shapes  receding  before  me  in 
the  Same  proportion  as  I  advanwd,  until, 
having  gaiued  tiie  apartment  conventionally 
df^icated  tu  the  ceremony  of  reception,  tl-iey 
alt  laced  about,  and  came  bowing  and  curtesy* 
ing-  forward  to  receive  me. 

Let  me  be  exonerated  from  the  charge  of 
fiigratitudc  in  what  I  am  about  to  say ;  but  id 
Ac  house  where  I  now  received  the  outwaWi 
tite»  of  hospitality,  the  curiosity  excited  by  thtf 
llovclly  of  an  English  guest,  the  vanity  bf 
Aowing  off  an  English  lion,  was  so  far  para- 
aftount  to  every  other  consideration,  that  ere  I 
l{uitt^  it,  my  debt  of  obligation  bad  beeri 
jMrtty  well  cancelled.  I  was  ill, — tired,— a 
itniDger, — but  it  mattered  not ;  my  advent  ii» 
this  Utile  Kr&kteinkel  was  too  great  a  wondeif 
tt>  be  'n<*glected.  Before  I  had  been  tliere  an 
lioar,  visitors  crowded  in  to  Bee  me,  and  firgr 
■tt  old  ladv  cntecbised  me,  and  then  a  vulgaf 
(tacei*.  who  from  the  abundance  of  his  mouth 
bombarded  the  ^orc  and  floor  around,  in-' 
•Crncfed  me ;  imparting  between  every  fresh' 
Volley  various  items  of  information  relative  to' 
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KngiiA  aoisloms  and  manners;  our  queen's 
beauW,  matrintonial  intuitions,  kCy  in  all  of 
which  he  was  so  perfisctly  satisfied  with  his 
own  authority,  that  I  ventured  no  expostula- 
tion. All  thb  time  my  hostess  was  in  a  flutter 
of  importance,  and,  whenever  my  answers  ap- 
peared deficidt,  filled  tham  up  so  readily,  that 
I  found  I  could  safely  leave  the  task  of  my 
biography  in  her  hands.  She  subtracted  some 
years  finom  my  age ;  she  added  some  thousands 
of  rouUes  to  my  rental,  placing  me,  with  a 
delicacy  wwthy  a  better  occasion,  in  this  re- 
spect on  a  par  with  the  grandees  of  her  own 
land;  and  th^i,  with  a  sigh,  she  ejaculated, 
*•  Poor  young  creature !  so  ill  too  !"  "  The 
dysentefy,**  exclaimed  three  voices ;  "  No, 
typhus  fever,''  said  a  fourth ;  *'  All  the  English 
have  it  when  they  travel,"  cried  a  fifth ;  and 
so  on,  till  I  had  full  occupation  in  listening. 
AU  this  would  have  been  very  amusing  at 
another  time,  but  I  longed  for  quiet,  and  had 
a  bux  of  \*oices  and  glare  of  lights  around  me ; 
1  longed  for  rest,  and  was  planted  upright  in 
a  hard  chair,  which  was  exactly  convex  where 
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H  ought  to  have  been  concave.  I  looked  back 
on  my  quiet  carriage  witli  affectionate  regret, 
Bod  wished  myself  seated  in  it,  and  contiauing 
my  journey. 

Having,  with   the  assistance  of  my  watdi 
tad   my    very   slender    Slavonic    vocabulary, 
contrived  to  make  Anton   understand  that  we 
were  lo  start  at  eight  the  next  morning,  and 
[  tiaving  DOW  borne  this  examination  and  ex- 
I  faortatioD  for  several  hours,  1  began  to  consider 
how  I  should  best  sound  a  retreat  from  the 
[  circle  of  my  spectators,  I  cannot  say  audience. 
At  the  first  indication  the  whole  rose  in  arme. 
I  They  had  not  half  enjoyed  my  company.     Be- 
I,  supper  was  coming  in,  and  forthwith  my 
HjiBB  enumerated  one  greasy  dish  after  ano' 
nv^  with  various  amalgamations  of  reputed 
[EngUali   origin.     May  1   be  foi^iven  for  in- 
[wardly  shuddering  as  I  thought  of  my  late 
I  diet  of  sago   and    rice- pudding.      And    now. 
\  being  thus  far,  though  it  was  evident  my  con- 
duct waa  the  most  flagrant  breach  of  Narva 
f  decorum  ever  known,  I  pemsted,  being  havdly 
able  to  stand,  on  retiring  to  rest,  and  at  last 
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biroke  through  the  ring.  The  next  mornings 
by  half-past  eight,  no  carriage  was  visible; 
nine  o*clock,  half-past  nine  came,  and  still 
Anton  appeared  not;  and  now  I  elucidated 
that,  in  the  hopes  of  my  being  induced  to  meet 
another  select  circle  that  evening,  my  hostess 
had  remanded  my  carriage  sine  die.  Good 
woman !  how  little  she  guessed  my  thoughts. 
I  thanked  her  in  my  heart  for  having  taught 
me  to  prefer  on  a  future  occasion  the  meanest 
tavern,  where  rest  and  privacy  could  be  com- 
manded, to  the  equivocal  hospitality  of  a 
Mend's' friend;  but  nothing  should  have  in>- 
duced  me  to  stay  an  hour  under  her  roof 
longer  than  was  necessary..  Curiosity  and  in- 
delicacy miety  be  terms  differing  in  different 
countries,  but  there  were  a  few  objections^  1 
need  not  specify  here,  which  are  much  die 
same  everywhere.  By  eleven  o'clock  I  left 
Narva,  and,  for  the  first  half^werst,  AntoH^ 
turning  round  on  his  seat,  was  very  voiiit:d6 
in  self-vindication,  in  which  I  could  cateiil 
the  words  stara  barinay  or  old  lady,  in  de- 
precatory tones    at  every  third    word;    and 
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bariog   thus  cased   his    conscience,   resumed 
filence. 

II  We  had  now  entered  Estonia;  the  landscupe 
yrafi  undulating  and  wooded,  and  towards  even- 
ing a  high  line  of  ccean-horizon  and  a  faint 
found  of  waves  showed  me  we  were  skirting  a 
^ff  of  coQsiderahlti  eminence.  The  appearance 
of  our  liorseB  also  kept  pace  with  the  improved 
condition  of  the  country'.  They  were  beautiful 
fliteek  animals,  small  and  graceful,  sometimes 
fimr  cream  colours,  sometiineg  four  blacks,  who 
parted  with  fire,  never  abated  their  speed,  and 
p»wcd  tlie  ground  with  impatience  wlien  the 
^ve  and  twenty  wersts  were  run.  How  tliey 
were  harnessed,  or  how  the  animals  contrived 
V>  keep  their  places  in  the  shifting  tag  and 
1(ag  which  danced  about  them,  was  quite  an 
ma.  No  less  so  the  manceuvxe,  more 
puzzling  tiian  any  conjuror's  trick  of  my  child- 
Ikood,  by  which  a  little  urchin,  by  one  strong 
jiull  at  a  ragged  rope,  disengaged  all  four 
%trses  at  once.  Meanwhile  the  basket  of  pro- 
rruioos,  which  kind  friends  bad  filled  for  me  at 
tj^eterBburg,  rose  to  my  imagination   in  most 
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tempting  colours,  and  about  three  o'clock  I 
alighted  at  a  station-bouse  of  no  very  pro- 
mising exterior.  Anton  peeped  into  a  room 
on  the  right,  and  shook  his  head ;  into  one  on 
the  left,  and  repeated  the  gesture;  each  was 
filled  with  smoke  from  a  party  of  noisy 
carousers.  The  host  coming  forward,  I  asked, 
— for  here  German  was  a  passport — ^for  an 
'« ordentliches  Zimmer;'  a  decent  room,  in  which 
I  could  dine;  when,  looking  round  at  his  filthy 
floors,  rickety  chairs,  and  smoking  guests,  he 
answered,  with  a  shrug,  ^^  was  k&nnen  sie  mehr 
verlangen?''  "what  can  you  wish  for  more?"  I 
very  nearly  laughed  in  his  face ;  but  the  occu- 
pants, with  more  tact,  observing  that  I  should 
prefer  solitude,  all  adjourned  to  the  other  room. 
The  next  stage  we  completed  by  six  o'clock, 
when  I  found  good  tea  and  a  pretty  woman, 
who,  presuming  on  her  good  looks,  began 
to  catechise  me,  after  the  Narva  fashion, 
upon  my  comings  and  goings.  She  also  in- 
formed me  that  his  imperial  majesty,  on  one 
of  his  self-imposed  forced  marches,  had  passed 
through  but  a  few  weeks  back  on  a  common 
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Telega,  or  post-cart,  and  had  slept  two  hoiire 
the  sofa  where  I  was  now  stretched.  The 
stage  following  this  included  a  stream,  gene- 
iftlly  fordable,  but  now  impassable-  To  secure, 
therefore,  the  aid  of  a  stone-bridge,  we  had  to 
make  a  detour  over  wretched  roads,  which 
lengthened  the  way  to  thirty-seven  wersts.  It 
?  midnight  ere  tliis  was  completed,  and  eager 
to  proceed,  and  loatiiing  the  post-houses,  —  for 
he  traveller  tlirough  these  regions  must  be 
^ced,  if  not  above  the  standard  of  humanity, 
.eertainly  l>elow  those  of  our  native  land, — I  in- 
BtitioitBly  began  another  stage.  The  atmo- 
iphere  now  began  to  sharpen,  and,  from  being 
*ry  cold,  became  still  and  intense.  A  thick 
Og  al»)  filled  the  air,  and  Anton,  nestling  his 
1  into  the  depths  of  his  furs,  sat  before  me 
Uki^  a  pillar  of  salt.  I  felt  my  warmth  gra- 
Iduallv  ebbing  away,  my  breath  congealed  on 
ny  face,  eyelashes  and  eyebrows  hung  in 
ringes  of  icicles,  and  a  tell-tale  tear  of  anxiety 
my  cheek.  How  severely  did  1 
Keproach  myself  for  having  proceeded  and  ex- 
horses   and    men  to  such   inclemency. 
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Meanwhile  we  were  traversing  an  open  plain 
skirted  by  forests,  and  from  time  to  time  the 
silence  of  the  night  was  broken  by  a  moaning, 
snarling,  drawn-out  cry,  which  fell  dismally 
on  the  ear.  I  listened  in  vain  conjectuTe, 
when  a  piercing  whine  within  one  hundred 
yards  of  us  made  me  lean  forward,  and  Anton, 
remarking  the  movement,  composedly  articu- 
lated "  Volki,'"  wolves.  Had  the  word  been 
less  similar,  I  believe  I  should  have  sprung  to 
the  conclusion,  and  chilling  still  colder  at 
these  evidences  of  a  savage  neighbourhood,  of 
which  we  seemed  the  only  human  occupants, 
I  longed  more  impatiently  than  ever  for  the 
friendly  dwellings  of  man.  At  length  we 
reached  the  station-house,  and»  grown  lesB 
dainty,  I  entered  instantly,  and  stumbled  over 
a.  peasant  on  the  floor,  who  rising,  stupid  with 
sleep,  drew  a  green,  long-wicked  candle  out  of 
its  filthy  socket,  and  thrust  it  thus  into  my 
hand;  and  then,  passing  on  through  a  room 
where  lay  two  military  men  stretched  on 
leather  benches,  and  another  shapeless  malt 
on  the  floor,  as  unconcernedly  as  if  they  had 
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Itaen  so  many  slumbering  infants,  I  penetrated, 
voder  Anton's  guidance,  to  an  untenanted 
beyond,  Here  my  brisk  attendant,  wh* 
flpemed  most  tenderly  solicitous  for  my  com- 
fint,  warmett  my  carriage-cushions  at  the 
Jtove,  am)  then  disjmsing  them  as  he  deemed 
Most  temptingly  on  the  wretched  sofa,  left  me 
HteraKv  to  repose.  For,  oppressed  with  cold 
tuA  fatigue  of  mind  and  body,  sleep  fell  in- 
MfaQtly  on  me. 

*;  And  now  that  the  weary  body  lay  like  a 

jeuM^ese    log,  reckless   of  the   two   thousand 

■Ikfl  which  separated  it  from  the  place  of  its 

UHh,  the  soul  bounded  free  over  space  and 

Ibne:    and  Iwfore  me  was  an  open  doorway, 

Aid  within  it,  gazing  earnestly  upon  me,  stood' 

tftefbrm  of  one  long  lost;  and  grasping  for^ 

llhrd  to  seize  the  well-known  hand,  my  own* 

§&\  on  the  damp  wrappers  in  which  I  lay'j* 

wMlc  a  faint   prismatic    hue   on  the  eastern 

bOTizon,  struggling  through  the  dull    doubl^  f 

Ljtinefl,  outshone  the  failing  taper  at  my  side."  | 

BAfb^r  that  face  'twas  vain  to  think  of  sleep.*  , 

■MywBtch  told  me  that  two  hours  were  miss-" 

I        VOL.  I.  G 
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ing  during  those  few  minutes  that  I  seemed  to 
rest,  and,  scattering  sparks  behind  me,  I  went 
to  search  for  Anton.  In  the  neighbouring 
chamber  of  drowsiness  all  was  much  as  I  left 
it,  save  that  the  shapeless  mass  had  reared 
itself  aloft,  and  now  stood,  a  giant  figure,  lean- 
ing fast  asleep  against  the  stove.  I  stood  in 
the  midst,  and  held  my  slender  taper  aloft, 
searching  with  peering  eyes,  through  this  hall 
of  Circe,  for  the  figure  of  Anton.  At  the  fur- 
ther end  a  door  seemed  to  lead  to  utter  dark- 
ness. I  bowed  my  head  as  I  passed  through 
the  low  portal  into  a  little  den,  where  lay  a 
figure  beneath  a  coverlet.  Hardened  by  cir- 
cumstances, I  pulled  the  covering  from  the 
sleeper's  face,  and  held  my  light  to  his  eyes; 
but  a  different  pair  than  Anton's  opened  on 
me,  and,  hoping  to  pass  for  a  vision,  I  rapidly 
retreated,  and  was  retiring  in  despair  to  my 
own  haunt,  when  he  emerged  from  the  oppo- 
site side. 

And  again  our  bells  jingled  more  cheerily 
to  daylight  and  renovated  spirits.  The  fog 
vanished,  the  sun  rose  cloudless,  and  groves  of 


Lsmn  n.]  JOUHNKY  CONTINUED. 

birch-trees  drooped  gracefully  beneath  thin 
veib  of  glistening  hoar-firost  hanging  like 
hirim  in  tiasm!  robes  among  them, — 

■"  While  every  ibnjb,  and  e«ry  blade  of  gi«M, 
And  every  poinled  thorn,  Kcm''!  uruughl  iu  glsn." 

We  were  now  within  ninety  wersts  oi'  Reval, 

and  tliotiglits  and  conjectures  rose  unbidden, 

and  sweet  visions  of  adection,  cloudless  as  that 

■■an,    and    with    them    affection's    inseparable 

Idiadow — fear.     For    the    day  at   length   bad 

■dewQed.  for  years  so  wistAilly  anticipated — 

Itfie  day    that  had    been    looked    to    tlirough 

■!tfaai^  aud    through  sorrow — how  would    it 

Eteiminate?     Now  that  hope  was  yielding  to 

oertaintVi  Bnspenae    seemed    more    intolerable 

than  ever.     Id  vain  philosophy  and  reason  in- 

teHered  to  silence  needless  fear;    they  were 

diimiBced    to  comfort    themselves   with    their 

3  elements,  and  the  heart  persisted  in  tlut- 

ng  on  its  own  way. 

Our  next  statiou-bouse  looked  more  tempt- 

:  than  any  we  bad  [Kissed ;  two  old  elms, 

lauciB  and  Pliileumn-like,  stood  at  the  door; 

!  windows  were  bright  and  clear,  the  floor 
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clean  and  fresh  sanded,  and  in  the  comer  stood 
a  dear  familiar  object,  a  regular  eight-day 
clock — "  Thomas  Hunter,  Fenchurch-street" 
I  could  have  worshipped  it.  The  mystery  was 
cleared  by  a  few  words  of  broken  English, 
which  fell  hesitatingly  from  the  lips  of  a 
burly,  blushing  host.  He  had  spent  some 
months  in  England  twenty  years  before,  and 
had  he  denied  the  fact,  his  habits  would  have 
borne  witness  to  it :  for  the  table  was  neatly 
spread,  water  and  towels  placed ;  and  his  face 
glowed  a  brighter  red  when  I  told  him  his 
little  house  was  as  comfortable  as  an  English 
one.  White  bread  there  certainly  was  none, 
so  Ant(xi  thawed  my  stiff  Petersburg  loaves, 
and  mine  host  toasted  them  in  the  English 
fashion.     The  name  of  this  station  was  Loop. 

Once  more  I  resumed  my  position,  which, 
probably  from  the  lassitude  still  hanging  about 
me,  was  rather  refreshing  than  wearisome,  and 
we  plunged  into  a  forest-road-— the  trees,  chiefly 
Scotch  firs,  sometimes  brushing  the  vehicle, 
sometimes  opening  into  irregular  glades  white 
with  snow,  which  lasted  for  miles  and  tens  of 
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liies.  The  weret-posts  were  now  watched 
■with  progressing  eagerness,  and  now  they  told 
fifty  wersts  from  Reval,  and  soon  twenty-five. 
Here  was  again  a  short  stop,  and  holding  up 
ihe  bottle,  Anton  showed  me  the  sherry  frozen 
tiirough.  What  a  night  that  had  been  !  Ac- 
cording to  my  host's  information  at  Loop, 
eighteen  degrees  of  cold,  Reaumur.*  The 
country  was  now  one  monotonous  plain  of 
ffiow,  broken  only  by  the  black  and  white 
Werst-posts,  and  by  heaps  of  stones  placed  at  dis- 
tances to  indicate  the  line  of  road.  And  even- 
ing gathered  quickly  round  us,  but  still  my 
refusetl  to  rest,  and  soon  they  spied  a 
bigli  line  of  distant  ocean,  and  then,  dim  and 
indistinct,  appeared  spires  and  towers,  their 
atmost  points  tipped  with  the  last  reflection  of 
the  departing  auu.  This  was  Reval.  I  felt  my  I 
eyes  fill  and  my  face  glow.  ^Vhat  would  I  not 
Iwve  given  for  a  friend — a  servant — a  child — 

dunce — the  meanest  creature  breathing — to 
'%hom   I    could   have  uttered  the  words  that 
led  to  choke  me!    But  a  snow-storm  swept 

About  rIctcd  degrees  below  zero,  Fahrenheit. 
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the  vision  away,  and  all  was  gloomy  darkness. 
We  now  descended  a  steep  hill,  and  scattered 
houses  lay  thick  along  the  road,  and  I  sat 
leaning  forward,  and  watching  like  one  who, 
returned  to  his  native  home,  seeks  some  well- 
known  token  at  every  turn.  But  what  or  who 
had  I  in  this  strange  land  but  one  object,  hter- 
self  a  home,  who  deemed  not  of  the  fevered 
heart  that  was  hurrying  to  meet  hers  ? 

We  crossed  a  drawbridge ;  we  passed  through 
guardhouse  and  soldiers;  we  traversed  one 
narrow  dark  street  after  another,  and  then  the 
horses  rushed  up  a  steep  hill  between  two  high 
walls,  and  stopped  before  a  house  in  the  square 
above.  In  a  moment  I  was  upstairs,  a  door 
opened,  and  between  me  and  the  light  behind 
stood  a  slight  figure 

Need  I  to  tell  the  failing  heart  and  paralysed 
limbs  with  which  we  stand  on  the  threshold  of 
that  moment  which  hope  has  fed  on  and  fond 
fancy  rehearsed  for  years  and  years  ere  it  ar- 
rives? or  need  I  to  tell  the  blissful  agony  of 
that  meeting — joy  too  much  for  the  poor  heart 
to  hold — the  dearly-earned  fruits  of  cruel  sepa- 
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ration— the  life  remembered  in  a  moment— 
the  moment  remembered  for  life  ?  Yet  who 
would  wish  to  pay  the  heavy  penalty — to  fast 
for  years  for  one  delicious  draught?  How 
good  it  is  that  our  fates  are  not  in  our  own 
guidance — that  the  lot  is  cast  into  the  lap,  but 
the  ordering  thereof  not  dependant  on  us  ! 

That  night  the  weary  traveller  slept  safe 
from  the  world's  harms  beneath  a  sister's  roof, 
and  waking  the  next  morning,  ^^  found  the 
vision  true," 
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Unlocking  hearts,  and  unpacking  trunks — Domiciliation  in 
a  new  land— -Removal  into  the  country — Splendour  of 
residence — Every-day  routine  —  Cuisine  —  Schafiisrei — 
Duties  of  Estonian  ladies — The  Volkstube — Spinning 
and  weaving  departments — A  bride's  dowry — Mode  of 
heating  houses — Farming  buildings — Greenhouses. 

How  much  two  people  have  to  talk  about  be- 
tween whom  no  reserve  exists,  and  who  first 
unlock  the  accumulated  hoards  of  long  years 
of  separation  !  It  might  naturally  be  imagined 
they  would  begin  with  those  subjects  nearest 
their  parting,  and  thus  come  downwards ;  but 
no,  they  invariably  commence  with  those  near- 
est their  meeting,  and  so  work  upwards.  For 
memory  allows  of  no  short  cut  by  which  to  slip 
round  to  that  sanctum  you  are  seeking,  but  com- 
pels those  who  wander  through  her  regions  to 


«TU.]     DOMiaUATION  IN  ESTONIA.  129 

pursue  a  retrograding  motioD,  to  open  one  cell 
after  another  as  they  o6er  themselves  in  suc- 
cession, till  that  one  is  reached  where  the 
memory  of  another  joins  on  with  yours.  And 
in  the  case  of  two  individuals  long  suudered 
there  is  a  double  reason  for  this  process,  for, 
both  equally  changed  by  time,  were  they  at 
once  to  leap  to  the  spot  whence  each  took  a 
different  route  they  would  hardly  recogtuse  one 
another. 

And  then  there  are  all  the  treasures  of  lug- 
gage to  examine — those  troublesome  accom- 
paniments of  humanity  which  ought  to  yield 

double  harvest  of  pleasure  now,  for  they  have 
caused  anxiety  and  detention  enough  upon  the 
road.  In  the  first  fever  of  curiosity  and  com- 
municativeness, therefore,  the  floor  is  strewed 

ilh  boxes  and  trunka — all  opened,  but  none 
emptied,  while  little  meddlesome  fairies — those 
terribly  irrefutable  evidences  of  the  lapse  of 
jeara — dive  their  tiny  fingers  into  every  recess, 
and  one  little  shrill  voice  exclaims,  "  //as  ist 
and  another  "  ff^aa  ist  das?"  till  the 
owner  bas  to  give  a  catalogue  raisonne  of  her 
G  3 
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goods,  and  they,  in  their  enviable  simplicity,  ge- 
nerally admire  that  which  is  least  worth  having. 

But  now,  if  we  would  avoid  a  second  custom- 
house conglomeration,  we  must  shut  the  door 
on  these  little  well-known  strangers— on  these 
small  unread  editions  of  a  dear  and  familiar 
type — and  consign  the  task  of  putting  to 
rights,  evening  out,  and  folding  up,  to  two 
mild-looking  Estonian  maids,  with  high  hel- 
met-shaped caps,  short  waists,  and  striped  petti- 
coats, who  smile  and  nod  as  they  pass  to  and 
fro  with  light  steps,  and  occasionally  exchange 
some  low  remark  of  admiration  on  the  treasures 
of  an  English  wardrobe. 

What  a  world  of  boundless  novelty  opens  on 
the  individual  who  finds  himself  suddenly 
thrown  into  the  innermost  home  life  of  an 
hitherto  strange  people !  In  general  the  tra* 
veller  is  leflt,  and  most  justly  so,  to  wear  his 
way  gradually  into  the  privacy  of  other  nations, 
and  by  the  time  he  has  attained  some  know- 
ledge of  their  habits,  has  somewhat  blunted  the 
edge  of  his  own.  This  is  the  most  natural 
course,  and' also  the  fairest,  otherwise  the  same 
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iodividual  who  is  at  once  thrust  into  the  lights 
aod  shadows  of  one  country,  ere  the  retina  of 
his  understanding  has  lost  the  images  of  another, 
and  who,  in  many  instances,  is  placed  in  situa- 
tions in  the  new  liome  whieh  he  never  tried  in 
tlie  old,  rune  the  risk  of  being  very  open-eyed 
to  other  people's  foibles  and  prejudices,  and 
mo9t  comfortably  blind  to  his  own.  We  are 
^leh  creatures  of  habit  that  it  is  difficult  to 
judge  of  the  inner  system  of  a  foreign  hind, 
otherwise  than  too  severely,  till  after  several 
months  of  observation,  nor  otherwise  than  too 
fovourably,  after  as  many  years.  But  the 
reverse  is  applicable  to  the  hasty  traveller 
whose  time  and  opportunity  enable  him  only 
to  Tiew  the  outer  shell — to  scan  that  which  alt 
who  nin  can  read.  His  perceptive  powers  can 
hanlly  be  too  fresh,  nor  his  judgment  too  crude, 
upon  those  things  whose  existence  lies  but  in 
the  QoveUy  of  his  impressions.  Like  soufflHs, 
thev  must  be  served  hot,  and  eaten  hastily,  tu 
be  rightly  tasted.  The  breath  of  cool  reason 
would  min  them.  Being,  however,  much  in 
llie  same  situation  as  the  traveller  first  siipp^wed. 
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and  under  the  same  risk  of  mental  purblindness^ 
the  delay  of  a  few  weeks,  which  intervenes  since 
my  last  letter,  must  be  considered  as  only  justice 
to  both  parties. 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  we  renioved 
into  the  country,  a  day's  journey  through 
a  richly-wooded  lands^pe,  and  arrived  in  the 
evening  before  a  grand  crescent-shaped  build- 
ing, recalling  in  size  and  form  the  many-tene- 
mented  terraces  of  Regent's  Park.  If  the  ex- 
terior promised  fair,  the  interior  far  surpassed 
all  expectation,  and  I  have  only  to  shut  my 
eyes  to  a  certain  roughness  and  want  of  finish 
to  fancy  myself  in  a  regal  residence.  The 
richness  of  the  architectural  ornaments, — the 
beauty  of  the  frescoes  and  painted  ceilings — the 
polish  of  the  many-coloured  and  marble-like 
parquetes — the  height,  size,  and  proportion  of 
the  apartments,  produce  a  tout  ensemble  of  the 
utmost  splendour,  entirely  independent  of  the 
aid  of  furniture,  which  here,  like  the  Narva 
chairs,  seems  to  have  been  constructed  before 
comfort  was  admitted  to  form  an  ingredient  in 
human  happiness. 
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It  ie  a  strange  assimilatioii,  this  splendid 
case  built  over  the  simplest,  most  primitive 
customs.  The  family  have  no  fixed  hour  for 
rising,  and  sometimes  you  find  only  your 
lioet's  empty  coffee-cup,  whilst  he  is  abroad 
or  busy  writing  ere  you  have  risen ;  or  you 
meet  a  servant  bearing  his  slender  breakfast  to 
him  in  bed,  and  long  after  you  are  settled  to 
the  occupation  of  tlie  day,  you  see  him  emerg- 
ing from  his  dormitory  in  his  dressing-gown 
and  with  a  most  sleepy  face.  Breakfast  is  here 
not  considered  a  meal,  and  not  half  tlie  respect 
paid  to  it  whicli  the  simplest  lunch-tray  would 
command  with  us;  some  take  it  standing, 
others  smoking,  and  the  children  as  often  as 
not  run  off  with  their  portion  of  butterbrod  to 
devour  it  in  comfort  in  some  little  niciie,  or 
upon  the  base  of  a  pillar  in  the  munificent 
sallc ;  or  faciUtate  the  act  of  mastication  by  a 
continual  wandering  from  place  to  place,  which 
upon  Enghsh  carpets  would  be  considered 
nothing  less  tlian  petty  treason.  Then  at  one 
o'clock  we  all  pass  througli  the  suite  of  rooms 
to  a  dining-room,  spacious  and  splendid  enough 
for  Crockford's  Club-house,  where  an  excellent. 


tf^ 
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plentiful,  and  formal  repast  is  served,  generally 
preceded  by  what  they  call  here  Friikstuckj  or 
breakfast,  (the  real  breakfast  according  to  the 
acceptation  of  the  term  being  simply  deno- 
minated cafif)  which  is  not  treated  as  a  mid- 
way  morsel  to  silence  the  voice  of  appetite,  but 
looked  upon  as  a  herald,  the  dinner  being  in 
full  view,  to  summon  and  encourage  all  the 
powers  of  relish  and  enjoyment.  Accordingly 
it  consists  of  highly-spiced  or  salted  dishes — 
of  strong  Swiss  cheese,  pickled  fish,  black  pud- 
ding, sausages — washed  down  with  a  glass  of 
potent  liqueur,  which  the  elder  ladies  seem  to 
enjoy  quite  as  much  as  the  gentlemen.  The 
cuisine  is  German,  upon  a  foundation  of  native 
dishes,  one  of  which  especially  no  foreigner  can 
pass  a  Wednesday  or  a  Saturday  in  this  country 
without  tasting ;  for,  by  old  established  custom, 
on  these  two  days  a  kind  of  pudding  made  of 
oatmeal,  and  called  JSrei,  regularly  recurs  in 
lieu  of  soup ;  being  handed  round  by  one  ser- 
vant, while  another  follows  with  an  ample  jug 
of  the  richest  cream,  which  you  pour  over  your 
smoking  hot  brei  without  any  reserve.  Cream 
enters  into  a  number  of  dishes,  and  is  used  with 


a  liberality  which,  except  in  the  cases  of  its 
being  eaten  sour,  covers  in  my  view  a  multi- 
tnde  of  culinary  sins.  Another  peculiarity  of 
daily  occurrence  is  the  rye  bread,  here  slightly 
fermented  for  the  table  of  the  family,  and  raoat 
powerfully  so  for  that  of  the  attendants,  and 
which  a  palate  requires  the  initiation  of  a  few 
weeks  ere  it  can  relish.  White  bread  is  here 
considered  as  a  delicacy  little  inferior  to  cake, 
being  made  of  the  finest  Moscow  flour,  easily 
recognisable  by  its  dryness  and  insipidity, 
while  the  term  brod  is  conventionally  restricted 
exclusively  to  the  long  chocolate-coloured  rye 
loaves ;  and  several  dear  little  blonde  niseheads 
were  infinitely  amused  at  the  ignorance  of  the 
English  visitor,  who  at  dinner  culled  for 
Sehxcarzbrod,  black-bread.  The  mode  of  waiting 
U  the  same  as  in  Germany — the  dishes  are 
carved  at  the  sideboard,  and  carried  round — a 
plan  which  sometimes  occasions  great  mortifi- 
cation, for  by  the  time  the  solitary  lump  of 
meat  has  been  laboured  through,  swallowed 
past  redemption,  and  your  plate  removed,  ex- 
actly that  vegetable  succeeds  which  would  have 


136  UTTERS  FROM  THB  BALTIC.     [LiTTEB  Vll. 

given  it  the  requisite  relish.  It  is  much  the 
fistshion  in  England  to  malign  our  old  custom 
of  carving  at  table,  and  advocate  this  foreign 
plan ;  but  whatever  trouble  this  mode  may  save 
the  lady  of  the  house,  or  the  gentleman  on  her 
right,  it  affords  no  advantage  to  the  guest,  who 
here,  while  the  servants  are  going  their  weary 
rounds  with  a  file  of  dishes,  and  detained  for 
minutes  by  some  absent  individual,  or  dainty 
child,  may  pine  in  vain  for  a  piece  of  bread  or 
glass  of  water.  Tea  at  six  is  a  slight  meal,  the 
beverage  itself  being  of  the  finest  description ; 
but  supper  is  a  solemn  repast  of  several  courses, 
when  so  much  is  eaten  that  it  is  no  wonder  but 
little  appetite  survives  for  breakfast. 

Servants  of  both  sexes  swarm  here  as  nume- 
rously as  in  a  house  of  the  same  rank  in  England 
— the  one,  it  is  true,  with  rusty  coat  and  un- 
blacked  boots,  but  the  other  neat  and  tidy, 
generally  still  in  her  village  costume,  if  un- 
married her  hair  braided  simply  and  pic- 
turesquely round  her  head,  who  goes  sliding 
over  the  parquete  floors,  and,  such  is  the  incon- 
venience of  these  thoroughfare  houses,  has  no 
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Other  passage  from  her  working  room  to  the 
kitchen  than  through  the  whole  splendid  suite 
of  drawing-rooms.  Here,  as  in  all  countries  in 
an  early  stage  of  civilisation,  the  women  labour 
twice  as  willingly  and  effectually  as  the  men. 
As  household  servants  they  become  trustworthy 
and  active,  work  with  their  needle,  wash,  and 
dress  hair  superiorly  well,  while  the  Estonian 
ladies  require  so  much  attendance,  and  ac- 
custom their  servants  to  consider  them  as  so 
helpless,  that  it  has  cost  me  a  severe  dumb 
struggle  with  an  officious  lady's-maid  to  assert 
the  independeuce  of  my  own  habits. 

After  taking  a  review  of  the  dwelling-rooms 
and  bed-rooms,  all  spacious  and  airy,  and  want- 
ing nought  save  that  most  desirable  of  all  bed- 
room retjuisites,  privacy,  my  hostess  ted  the 
way  to  her  sckafferei,  or  store-room,  and,  un- 
locking the  door  with  a  slight  solemnity  of 
manner,  ushered  me  into  a  crowded  treasury 
of  household  goods.  The  room  was  a  very  ware- 
house, hung  round,  fitted  up,  and  strewed  about 
with  the  numerous  items  of  a  housekeeper's 
economy,  to  which  those  who  only  consume 
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them  often  attach  too  little  importance,  and 
those  who  have  to  provide  them  too  much. 
Side  by  side  on  the  floor  stood  big-bodied 
bottles  of  spirit  and  liqueur,  rolls  of  coarse  linen, 
jars  of  pickles  and  preserves,  hanks  of  wool, 
loaves  of  sugar,  and  bundles  of  flax.  In  deep 
chests  around  were  the  Moscow  flour,  salt,  sago^ 
safiron,  starch,  &c.  &c.,  while  tiers  of  drawers 
displayed  large  provisions  of  native  dried  apples, 
pears,  cherries,  pease,  beans,  birch-twigs,  ap- 
plied  as  a  decoction  for  wounds — in  short  a 
perfect  Hortus  siccus  for  kitchen  use.  Around 
hung  balls  of  twine  and  yarn,  nets,  corks,  candles 
of  as  many  colours  and  sizes  as  those  offered  to 
the  Virgin  of  Casan,  tanned  sheep-skins  both 
black  and  white,  and  numberless  other  pendant 
treasures,  while  one  side  was  fitted  up  in  nu- 
merous partitions,  where  the  raisins,  figs,  and 
spices  for  daintier  palates  were  stored.  This 
schafierei  is  the  particular  sanctuary  of  the 
lady  of  the  house,  who,  if  she  do  all,  has 
enough  business  to  transact.  For  the  duties  of 
an  Estonian  wirthschaft^  or  menage^  are  not 
confined  to  ordering  dinner,  or  scolding  ^r- 
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vtmtt,  but,  like  those  of  our  grandmothers  a  few 
generations  back,  who  directed  the  weighty 
concerns  of  a  large  country  residence,  include 
the  weaving  of  linen,  the  making  of  candles, 
the  boiling  of  soap,  brewing  of  liqueurs,  kc. ; 
and  communication  with  distant  towns  being 
necessarily  seldom,  it  requires  no  small  fore- 
thought to  provide  that  during  the  long  months 
of  winter  the  family  shall  never  fail  in  sugar 
or  plums,  Dor  the  many  hangers-on  in  the 
b(U*k  settlements  of  the  house  in  the  more  stable 
articles  of  subsistence.  It  is  true  every  lady 
has  lier  housekeeper  to  advertise  her  that  there 
is  no  more  home-brewed  vinegar  in  the  l>ottle, 
or  home-made  starch  in  the  tub,  or,  if  she  be 
DiiDSually  wealthy,  an  extra  assistant,  emphatic- 
ally styled  a  Mamselle,  on  whom  all  these  base 
cares  descend  ;  but  housekee[jers  and  mamselles 
will  be  human  as  well  us  their  mistresses,  and 
sometimes  a!l  three  unite  in  forgetting  some  im- 
portant trifle  which  equally  spoils  the  dinner 
and  the  temper  of  the  Hausherr  for  several  dayw. 
All  these  grave  responsibihties  render  the 
post  of  a  baron's  lady  one,  however  honour- 
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able,  but  of  little  repose.  The  very  woi-d  wirtht- 
chajt  possesses  a  talismanic  power.  By  grow- 
ing girls,  who  trust  ere  long  to  superintend  one 
of  their  own,  it  is  pronounced  with  a  mixture 
of  reverence  and  apprehension ;  by  young 
brides,  fresh  in  office,  with  a  sententious  con- 
sequence, as  the  password  of  their  newly-acquired 
dignity;  and  by  older  versed  matrons  with  a 
glee  and  evident  inward  gratulation  which 
makes  me  suspect  they  are  very  glad  of  so 
convenient  and  comprehensive  a  word  to  absolve 
tliera  from  all  other  duties.  In  its  various 
mysteries  and  details,  however,  there  is  much 
that  is  both  interesting  and  instructive,  and  a 
clear-headed  practical  woman  with  a  solid 
education  will,  by  generalising  one  depart- 
ment, dispensing  with  another,  and  making 
use  of  her  own  sense  in  intricate  cases,  strip  the 
term  of  half  its  terrors.  Education  has  not 
hitherto  been  considered  a  necessary  portion  of 
an  Estonian  lady's  dowry,  and  in  old  times  it 
was  thought  the  greater  the  simpleton  the  better 
the  housekeeper ;  but  the  progress  of  enlighten- 
ment, and  a  ffw  solitary  inti'rmarriages  with 
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women  from  moie  advanced  countries,  have 
aroused  the  first  suspicion  of  a  fact,  not  per- 
haps sufficiently  acknowledged  anywhere — that 
educated  pereons  excel  in  tlie  meanest  things; 
and  that  refined  minds  possess  the  most  com- 
mon sen&e. 

After  again  consigning  this  eclectic  magazine 
to  its  safe  solitude,  we  continued  our  walk  to 
the  housekeeper's  rooms,  very  comfortable  and 
warm,  with  three  Uttle  children  and  half  a 
dozen  chickens  sharing  the  brick  floor ; — to  the 
kitchen,  where  the  men  cooks  were  in  active 
preparation  round  their  fiat  stoves ;  and  then  on 
to  the  yolkstuhe,  or  people's  room,  where  all 
the  lower  sen'auts,  the  coachmen  and  grooms, 
(here  not  included  as  house  servants,)  the 
cow-girls  and  the  sheep-boys,  &c.,  all  come 
in  for  their  meals  at  stated  times,  and  muster 
between  twenty  and  thirty  daily.  This  was 
a  room  for  an  artist — a  black  earthen  Boor, 
walls  toned  down  to  every  variety  of  dingy 
reds,  blacks,  and  yellows,  with  a  huge  bulwark 
of  a  stove  of  a  good  terra  cotta  colour,  and 
eartticn  vessels,  and  wooden  tubs  and  beuchet) ; 
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and  in  short  every  implement  of  old-fashioned 
unwieldiness  and  picturesque  form.  But  the 
chief  attractions  were  the  inmates,  for,  hard  at 
work,  plying  their  spinning-wheels,  sat,  either 
singly  or  in  groups,  about  fifteen  peasant  girls 
— their  many-striped  petticoats,  and  dull  blue 
or  grey  cloth  jackets,  their  tanned  locks  falling 
over  their  shoulders,  and  d6ep  embrowned 
spinning-wheels,  teUing  Well  against  the  warm 
tones  around  them.  In  some  the  hair  was  so 
light  a  hue  as  exactly  to  repeat  the  colour  of 
the  flax  upon  their  spindles,  and  these,  the 
housekeeper  informed  us  in  broken  Grerman, 
were  the  surest  of  husbands — flaxen  hair  being 
a  feature  that  the  hearts  of  the  peasants  are 
never  known  to  resist.  Most  of  these  pictur- 
esque damsels  were  barefooted,  and  one  pretty 
yellow-haired  lassie,  observing  that  she  was 
particularly  an  object  of  attention,  let  her  hair 
fall  like  a  veil  over  her  stooping  face,  and 
peeped  archly  at  us  from  between  the  waving 
strands.  I  can't  say  that  any  of  these  young 
ladies  looked  particularly  clean  or  inviting, 
but  every  vice  has  its  pleasant  side,  and  the 
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TToretofdirtaad  filth  ie,  they  are  so  picturesque. 
Some  of  them  rose  on  being  addressed,  and, 
itoopiug  loiv,  coaxed  us  down  with  both  hands 
much  as  if  they  were  trying  to  smootii  down 
our  dresses.  This  is  the  Dational  salutation  to 
tiieir  superiors,  especially  if  there  be  a  reciuest 
to  make.  Further  on  stood  a  stout  kitchen- 
girl,  her  jacket  tlirown  off,  and  only 
her  shift  over  her  shoulders,  kneading  in  a 
dcc'p  trough  with  a  strong  wooden  bat  the 
coarse  bread  which  is  called  by  distinction  the 
Volkslrrod,  or  people's  bread.  The  spinning- 
girU  belong  to  the  estate,  and  attend  at  the  hof, 
orcourt,  as  the  seigneur's  bouse  is  termed,  for  so 
many  weeks  in  the  winter,  to  spin  under  the 
housekeeper's  superintendence ;  nor  do  they 
qipear  very  averse  to  this  laljour,  for,  besides 
the  smart  grooms  and  soft  shepherds  wlio  assort 
with  them  at  meal-times,  this  Votkstube  is 
tlie  reson  of  every  beggar  and  wandering  pedler, 
and  the  universal  tattleshop  of  the  neighbour- 

hoCMl. 

The  furtlier  branches  of  this  spinning  de- 
partment are  among  the  most  interesting  of  a 
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lady's  wirtbiicliaft.  The  comraoner  linen  is 
woven  iu  tlie  cottages  of  tlie  peasantry,  but  the 
more  fanciful  and  delicate  manufactures,  the 
diajrer  for  towels,  the  damask  for  table-linen, 
devolve  to  a  regular  weaver,  of  which  each 
estate  maintains  one  or  more;  and  who  sends 
in  his  book  of  patterns  fur  the  lady  to  select 
grounds,  centres,  and  Ijordei-s,  according  to  her 
taste.  It'  ahe  possess  this  quality  in  a  higher 
degree,  she  may  further  diversify  the  work  by 
sketching  some  flower  or  arabesque,  which  the 
weaver  imitates  with  much  ingenuity.  And  no 
first  view  of  any  particular  article  of  furniture 
made  expressly  to  our  design,  no  inspection 
of  new  drawing-room  curtains  of  which  we 
have  chosen  the  material,  lining,  binding,  and 
fringe,  can  afford  greater  eagerness  and  interest 
than  the  first  unrolling  of  the  bundles  of  shin* 
ing,  unbleached  diaper,  or  damask  liuen,  as  they 
come  from  these  private  looms.  In  Estonia, 
as  in  Germany,  custom  refiuii-es  that  a  bride 
should  not  only  bring  to  licr  ardent  lover  that 
inestimable  treasure — herself — but  also  set  03" 
the  gift  to  greater  advantage  by  waggoo-loftds 
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of  household  furniture,  sideboards  of  plate  and 
glass,  and  chests  of  linen.  A  careful  parent,  there- 
fore, who  concludes  that  her  daughter  is  bom 
in  order  one  time  or  other  to  fulfil  Nature's  great 
law,  cannot  well  begin  to  amass  too  early,  and 
ere  the  infant  be  fairly  out  of  its  long  clothes 
the  first  foundation  of  the  dozen-dozens  of  sheets 
and  table-linen,  which  are  to  give  her  additional 
grace  in  the  eyes  of  her  lord,  is  laid.  In  for- 
mer days  this  was  carried  to  a  much  greater 
extent,  and  a  happy  house  full  of  daughters 
groaned  with  the  growing  treasures  of  their 
AusteueTj  or  dowry ;  but  of  late  a  wakening 
perception — an  economical  suspicion  of  the  ex- 
pedience of  not  laying  by  "  treasures  which 
rust  and  moth  can  corrupt,  or  thieves  break 
through  and  steal,"  as  well  as  an  increasing 
demand  for  money,  and,  what  is  a  more  perti- 
nent argument  than  all,  the  plentiful  remnants 
of  grandmothers'  and  even  great-grandmothers' 
wardrobes,  has  somewhat  corrected  the  ardour 
for  accumulation. 

Within  these  great  houses  not  a  breath  of 
cold  is  experienced.     The  rooms  are  heated  by 

VOL.  I.  H 
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stoves  frequently  ornamental  rather  than  other- 
wise ;  being  built  in  tower-like  shapes,  story 
over  story  of  pure  white  porcelain,  in  various 
graceful  architectural  mouldings;  sometimes 
surmounted  with  classic  figures  of  great  beauty, 
and  opening  with  brass  doors,  kept  as  bright 
as  if  they  were  of  gold.  In  houses  of  less  dis- 
play, these  stoves  are  merely  a  projection  in 
the  wall,  coloured  and  corniced  in  the  same 
style  as  the  apartment.  In  adjoining  rooms 
they  are  generally  placed  back  to  back,  so  that 
the  same  fire  suffices  for  both.  These  are 
heated  but  once  in  the  twenty-four  hoars,  by 
an  old  Caliban,  whose  business  during  the 
winter  it  is  to  do  little  else.  •  Each  stove  wiU 
hold  a  heavy  armful  of  billet,  which  blazes, 
snaps,  and  cracks  most  merrily ;  and  when  the 
ashes  have  been  carefully  turned  and.  raked 
with  what  is  termed  an  Of  en  Gahely  or  stov^ 
fork,  so  that  no  unbumt  morsel  remains,  the 
chimney  aperture  is  closed  over  the  glowing 
embers,  the  brass  doors  firmly  shut,  and  in 
about  six  hours  after  this  the  stove  is  at  the 
hottest — ^indeed  it  never  cools.    Great  preeau- 


Lnru  ni.]         FOUL  AIR  FROM  THK  STOVES.  147 

tion  is  neceaeaiy  in  preventing  a  too  hasty 
doeing  of  the  chimney,  for  if  the  gmallest 
piece  of  uncalciued  wood  be  overlooked,  the 
foul  effect  of  charcoal  air  is  instaDtly  perceived. 
Oa  this  account  the  stoves  are  generally 
lighted  in  the  morning,  so  that  all  possiljility 
of  oareteasnesa  may  be  obviated  ere  night ;  for 
it  is  quite  impossible  to  enforce  the  necessary 
caution  upon  llie  ignoi-ant  servants.  What  can 
afew  ends  of  blazing  wood  signify?  they  fancy  ; 
to  down  go<^  the  chimney,  and  swing  go  the 
brass  doors;  but  within  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
the  uuconsciotis  individual  who  remains  in  the 
room  feels  a  sickening,  black  headache  steal- 
ing over  him,  and,  if  he  be  a  novice  to  the 
•eosation,  begins  to  impeach,  one  after  another, 
all  the  foreign  messes  of  which  he  has  been 
partaking,  as  containing  properties  uncongenial 
to  his  powers  of  digtation,  and  little  suspects 
tbat  the  in»i<liuu9  enemy  ia  around  and  about 
him.  mingling  with  the  very  breath  of  life. 
The  only  remedy  is  immediately  to  open  door 
and  chimney  ajierture,  which  draws  the  foul  air 
quickly  out  of  the  room.  Among  the  seiTaotij 
li  '2 
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and  lower  orders,  whoee .  nerves  are  not  so 
easily  affeeted,  and  who  are  at  liberty  to  heat 
their  o^vn  dens  and  adulterate  .their  own  atmo* 
sphere  as  much  as  they  pleasei  fatal  instances 
sometimes  occur;  and  the  only  wonder  is  thi^ 
they  are  not  more  general. 

At  this  season  the  double  windows  have 
long  been  adjusted,  whi^h  further  assist  to  dull 
the  sombre  and  fugitive  li^t  which  Nature 
allows  us.  Generally^  every  room  is  provided 
with  what  is  called  a  Klap  Fenster,  or  double 
pane,  on  a  hinge,  the  one  opening  inwards,  the 
other  outwaitls,  which  are .  fsomtf^tme^  allowed 
to  admit  the  outer  air  for  ten  mpnutes  in  the 
day ;  but  in  many  families  such  a  pneumade 
antipathy,  descended  from  fathiear  to  son^  stUl 
prevails^  that  these  inlets  of  a  cooler  atmo? 
sphere  are  strictly  interdicted ;  or, if  there. ber 
forehand,  oareftiUy  pasted  over  with  paper*  Aft 
the  same  time  the  height  and  size  of  the  apwfr4 
ments — the  absence  of  all  cai|>ets  and  ^curtaina 
*^the  numba*  of  thoroughfares,  all,  bed^roontt 
included,  with  their  doors  wide  open,  so  tiiat-a 
long  suite  or  circle  of  apartments  answers  only 
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the  purpose  of  one  enormous  room,— here  main- 
tains a  circulation  of  air  which  obviates  the 
feeling  of  a  confined  atmosphere.  This 
equable  temperature  to  live  in,  retire  to  rest 
and  rise  by,  is  certainly  the  most  agreeable 
luxury,  and  there  can  be  no  surprise  that 
foreigners  rail  at  our  rooms  which  freeze  them 
by  the  window  or  scorch  them  by  the  fire ; 
but  a  more  important  fact  attending  this  gene- 
ral distribution  of  heat  consists  in  the  absence 
of  all  pulmonary  complaints  and  rheumatic 
maladies  in  this  severe  climate,  though  the 
want  of  fresh  air — no  necessary  attendant,  how- 
ever, on  this  mode  of  heating — engenders  other 
How  many  a  delicate  girl  in  our 
i  -eonsumjition-Btricken  land  lays  the  first 
b  of  her  early  grave  in  her  finishing  year 
at  some  boarding-school,  where  she  sleeps  iu 
a  freezing  atmosphere,  uever  sufficiently  warms 
herself  by  day,  and  frequently  fails  in  that 
generous  diet  which  might  qualify  these  evils! 
With  us  it  is  a  prevailiug  idea  that  a  sudden 
transition  from  a  warm  room  to  the  cold  outer 
air  14  attended  with  great  risk  to  the  health. 


150  LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.        [Lettbr  TH. 

How  often  are  we  reminded,  on  entering  a 
house,  to  cast  off  part  of  our  wrappers  lest  we 
should  miss  the  warmth  on  returning  to  the 
external  atmosphere !  But  this  is  a  mistake — 
for  those  who  issue  from  their  homes,  in  the 
sharpest  day  of  winter,  thoroughly  warm,  are 
much  less  sensible  to  the  cold,  and  equally  lees 
liable  to  its  ill  effects,  than  those  who,  haying 
sat,  chilly  and  shivery,  over  their  warmthless 
grates,  seek  in  out-door  exercise  a  more  active 
circulation,  and  often  return  to  spend  this  ac- 
quired wannth  gradually  during  the  rest  of 
the  day,  and  to  be  kept  awake  for  the  first 
hours  of  the  night  by  that  common  incon- 
venience of  cold  feet.  It  is  a  fact,  which  all 
upon  trial  will  acknowledge,  that  issuing,  pro- 
perly clothed,  from  a  warm  bath,  the  outer 
atmosphere  will  appear  to  have .  increased  in 
the  interim  several  degrees  in  warmth;  and 
the  Russian  peasant,  who  exemplifies  this  case 
in  its  greatest  extreme  by  running  from  his 
vapour-bath  at  the  moment  when  his  perspira- 
tion is  most  profuse  to  roll  in  the  snow,  or  to 
dash  through  a  hole  in  the  ice  into  the  river, 
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U  hardly  sensible  of  the  violence  of  tUia  transi- 
tion. 

After  this  summary  of  tlie  house,  and  the 
various  pros  and  cons  of  its  internal  economy, 
you  must  now  accompany  me  to  the  numerous 
buildiugs  scattered  around,  all  on  the  same 
soak  of  grandeur  as  itself,  where  the  domestic 
herds  pass  their  long  winter  in  shelter,  warmtli, 
and  almost  darkness.  In  the  tirst  we  entered, 
a  Doble  edifice  120  feet  long,  and  supported 
down  the  centre  by  a  row  of  solid  pillars,  above 
a  thousand  sheep  were  most  magnificently 
lodged,  affording  as  they  congregated  round 
tlieir  cribs,  or  quietly  stopped  eating  to  gaze 
upon  us,  a  most  novel  and  striking  picture  of  a 
vast  northern  told.  lu  another  building  was  a 
herd  of  stalled  cattle,  gome  destined  for  slaugh- 
ter, others  milcb  kine,  with  many  a  bare-footed 
peasant-girl  and  half-full  machine  of  milk  at 
their  sides.  Further  on,  the  pigs  had  their 
domicile,  and  the  fowls  theirs,  and  in  the 
midet  of  these  buildings  rose  tlie  Brandtwein'x 
Kuche,  or  brandy -kitchen,  where  the  process  of 
distilling  from  rye,  barley,  or  potatoes,  goes  on 
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mght  and  day ;  the  refuse  gndns  of  which  con- 
tribute  to  fatten  the  cbttle  we  have  just  quitted; 
It  will  easily  be  supposed  that  the^tesk  of  cal- 
oulating  and '  proyiding*  Ibod  for  this  multipliea-^ 
tion  of  mouths^  all  dependent  on  4he  hdp  of 
mantis  no  light  one.  Every  ammal  ha^  «d 
many  pounds  of  hay  allotted  to  faim  per  day'^ 
and  each  week's  consumption  is  somethiiig 
which  it  never  entei^d  into  the  heart  of'  an 
English  fanner  to  conceive :  and,  if  the  winter 
exceed  its  usual  limits — ^if  these  poor  <)uad- 
rupeds,  whkh  go  up  into  their  annual  arrk  in 
the  month  of  October,  be  not  released  till  ibe 
beginning  of  May,  a  scarcity  of  food  can 
hardly  be  hindered.  Fresh  litter  is  strewed 
daily,  which  never  being  removed^  the  cattle 
st^d  at  least  six  feet  higher  at  the  close  than 
at  the  commencement  of  their  captivity.  In 
this  consists  the  main  provision  of  manure  for 
the  summer's  use.  The  sheep  were  all  of  a 
picked  Merino  breed,  to  which  the  closest  at- 
tention is  paid  to  preserve  it  intacte.  This  is  a 
branch  of  husbandry  only  lately  undertaken  in 
Estonia,  and  at  present  attended  with  great 
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success  and  profit.  Evoy  &heep  has  its  paroat- 
tgK'  day  of  birtii,  and  number,  carefully 
Tiered  in  a  book,  and  is  individually  recog- 
I:  by  a  peculiar  conibiitation  of  perforations 
OQ  the  ear,  which  by  a  simple  scale  of  numerals 
may  be  made  to  indic:itc  above  a  thousand. 
Thaa  any  6lack  sheep  of  accidental  introduc- 
tkuk  caa  be  instantly  detected.  Here  were, 
bowever,  a  couple  of  English  sheep, — nict. 
getille,  useless,  shepherdess-looking  animals, 
with  long  coarse  sliaggy  fleocps  and  short  legs, 
ou  wlium  the  Saxon  shepherd  looked  down 
roosl  disdainfully,  pronouncing  them  good  for 
tiothiog  but  to  eat.  Evil  betide  the  ilock  if, 
by  an  open  window  or  insecure  door,  a  wolf 
force  it*  way  into  the  fold !  One  savage  ani- 
mal haft  been  known  to  worry  hundreds  in  the 
night  without  devouring  one. 

Fmn  tlie  farm-yard  we  turned  our  course  lo 
the  garden,  or  what  will  prove  to  be  such 
when  this  three  feet  of  snow  shall  h8ve  dis- 
appeared. Here  were  also  a  number  of  tender 
creatures  under  shelter  in  the  noble  line  of 
greenhouses  and  hothouses,  while  the  graptt- 
u3 
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ries  and  peacheries  were  in  difierent  stages  of 
forwardness — ^tlie  trees  in  the  latter  just  putting 
forth  their  delicate  pink  blossoms.  These,  how- 
ever,  and  the  other  usual  exotic  tenants  of  such 
glass  houses  elicited  no  sentiment  beyond  that 
of  admiration ;  but,  when  we  reached  a  small 
scanty  plant  of  commcm  ivy — that  child  of 
English  growth,  which  clusters  from  bough  to 
bough,  and  wanders  free  over  church,  cottage, 
and  ruin,  here  stuck  in  a  pot  and  feebly  grasp- 
ing a  slight  treills^e — my  sentimental  side  was 
fairly  touched — "  Home,  sweet  home ;  there  is 
no  place  like  home  !*' 
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LETTER  THE  EIGHTH. 

Ubiquity  and  transferability  of  happiness  —  Exhilarating 
eflects  of  the  cold — Winter-walka — Character  of  the  woods 
— ^Thc  wolves — Christmas  and  New  Year's  day — Sledging 
and  its  difficoltiea — ^The  great  dinner-party — Stoical  pro- 
pensities of  Estonian  gentlemen — Attractions  of  Estonian 
ladies — Novel  dishes — Length  of  visits. 

To  those  who  live  so  long  in  one  place,  or  un- 
der one  set  of  habits,  as  to  render  the  idea  of 
any  other  unbearable — who  fancy  a  winter's 
day  without  a  blazing  fire  must  be  insupport- 
able, and  a  country  life  without  the  aid  of  a 
daily  post  a  kind  of  banishment ; — ^to  such  as 
these  an  avowal  of  perfect  happiness  and  com- 
fort from  one  buried  in  a  remote  country- 
house,  on  a  remote  part  of  the  shores  of  the 
Baltic, — for  whom  to  all  intent  and  purpose  the 
Capital  exists  not,  nor  scarcely  the  world,  be- 
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yond  the  wbite  line  or  dark  -  'forest :  ii;hich 
bbunds  the  horizoD, — ^muHt  appear  BOthiig  less 
than  die  contradictoiy  perversity  of  a  most  ob- 
stinate species  of  j^ilosopby*  '  Is  it  possible 
that  people  can  be  so  wilful  and  absurd  aisto 
fancy  tbemselyes  happy  in  a  situation  where 
they  neither  eat,  drink,  sleepfi'  nor  waifm  them-^ 
selves  in  the  manner  they  Imre  been  ao* 
customed  tb^-^^bere  they  neither  see  an;ob}^ 
nor  hear  a  sound  (one  dear  &ce  and  Toioe  in 
this  case  excepted)  that  has  ever  been  familiar 
to  them  before,  tod  where,  in  short,  all  is  new» 
strange,  and  in  many  respects  nncongenral  ? 
This  is  all  very  true,  and  in  the  providential 
adaptation  ,of  the  human  mind — ^in  its  alter- 
nate tenacity  and  facility— •in  the  strength 
with  which  it  adheres  to  the  old  home,  and  the 
readiness  with  which  it  engrafts  itself  upon^he 
new  one,  we  may  justly  find  cause  equally  for 
wonder  as  for  gratitude.  But,  besides  kind* 
ness,  that  best  of  all  gifts,  whether  at  home  or 
abroad,  the  great  mainspring  of  this  excellent 
transferability  of  human  happiness  lies  in  the 
long^established  possession  of  habits  of  rational 
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occupation— that  active  philosophy  which  ren- 
ders all  other  superfluous — tliat  house  nhicli 
the  mind  carries  about  with  itself,  and  which, 
'jnce  firmly  constructed,  is  easily  packttd  and 
easily  transported — contracting  and  esjianding 
to  circumstance,  and  adapting  itself  to  every 
clime  and  Boil.  Would  that  the  heart  were  as 
accommodating !  bat  tills,  like  a  waj'ward  child, 
either  pitches  its  tent  in  some  forbidden  nook — 
or  trusts  its  treasure  to  some  harsh  keeper — or 
buries  it  in  some  lonely  grave  ;  and,  white  the 
niiod  is  boasting  its  own  wholesome  stores 
of  bread  and  water,  silently  broods  over  the 
sweeter  gifts  that  might  have  been  its  own. 

There  is  something  in  the  sense  of  strange- 
iitts — in  the  luxury  of  wonder — of  which,  as 
appertaining  to  tlie  other  dreams  of  early 
youth,  we  deplore  tlie  loss,  though,  on  the  other 
liand,  in  all  cultivated  minds  it  is  superseded 
by  that  ceaseless  spring  of  interest  whicli  has 
the  two-fuid  advantage  of  being  becoming  to 
all  ages  and  applicable  to  all  scenes.  For 
this  is  a  tnie  saying,  and  worthy  to  be  believed 
iif  all  who,  bound  by  home  duticd,  are  apt  to 
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eonsider  trayellers  of  all  their  fellow-creataTes 
the  most  enviable,  that  those  who  cannot  find 
objects  to  interest  them  within  a  fire-miles  drive 
of  their  own  doors,  and  especially  in  our  richly 
stored  England,  will  find  a  foreign  soil  just  as 
sterile.  A  modem  Russian  author  wisely  says, 
^^  Instead  of  travelling  in  order  to  learn,  we  had 
better  learn  in  order  to  travel ;"  and  who  will 
deny  the  truth  of  this  ? 

It  is  seldom  that  a  foreigner  enters  a  new 
country,  as  I  have  done  this,  ^*  just  in  time  to 
be  too  late:" — Summer's  busy  workshop  has 
long  been  closed,  and  Nature  has  shrouded 
herself  deep  within  her  monumental  garments, 
though,  with  the  true  spirit  of  classical  coquetry, 
like  the  Spartan  maiden  of  yore,  she  leaves  here 
and  there  a  rent,  to  give  an  inkling  of  what  b 
beneath,  and  whet  the  appetite  for  hidden 
beauties — shows  me  here  a  line  of  grey  rocks 
butting  through  the  snow,  and  there  a  dashing 
cascade,  which  the  frost  has  not  completely 
stiffened,  until  I  am  as  impatient  for  her  un- 
robing as  any  Lacedemonian  lover. 

There  b  something,  however,  very  exhila- 
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ntiag  in  this  breathless,  still,  brigiit  cold — 
with  a  cleao  white  expanse — a  spotless  world 
before  you — every  tree  fringed — every  stream 
stopped — freedom  to  range  over  every  summer 
impediment ;  while  the  crystal  snow,  lighting 
up  into  a  delicate  pink  or  pearly  hue,  or  glist- 
ening with  the  brightest  priBmatic  colours  be- 
neatii  the  clear,  low  sun,  and  assuming  a 
beautiful  lilac  or  blue  where  our  long  shadows 
intercept  its  rays,  can  no  longer  be  stigmatised 
as  a  dead  lifeless  white.  We  walk,  every  day, 
and  no  sooner  are  tlie  heavy  double  doors 
which  effectually  seal  our  house  heard  to 
open,  than  half  a  dozen  huge,  deep-mouthed 
cattle-hounds  come  bounding  to  meet  us 
through  the  deep  snow,  oversetting,  with  the 
first  imwieldy  caress,  some  little  one  of  our 
party,  scarce  so  tall  as  themselves,  and  even 
besetting  the  biggest  with  a  batteiy  of  heavy 
demonetratioDS,  to  which  it  is  difficult  to  pre- 
sent a  firm  front.  Sometimes  we  take  the 
beaten  track  of  the  road,  where  peasants  with 
rough  carts,  generally  put  together  with  less 
iron  than  an  English  labourer  would  wear  in 
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his  ahoes,  pasd  ob  iu-filea  of  nine  or  ten,  aa 
often  as  not  the  sbeepii^-looking  driyer  with 
his  elf  locks  superadding  his  own  weight  to  the 
alr^y  oyerladen  little  horse-r-or.  where  a 
nimUe^footed  peasant^woman,  with  high  cap  i 
and  clean  sheepskin  coat,  plunges  half-leg  high 
into  the  deep  snow  to  give  y<m  room,  and 
nodding,  ^nd  showing  h^  white  t^etb,  cheerUy 
ejaculates  Terre  hommikusti  or  Good  day.  Or 
we  follow  a  track  into  t^e  woods  so  narrow  that 
we  walk  in  each  other's  steps  like  wild  Indians,, 
and  the  great  dogs  sink  up  to  their  bodies  in 
the  snow  whilst  endeavouring  to  pass  us.  This 
is  the  land  of  pines-^lofty  erect  battalions — 
their  bark  as  smooth  as  the  mast  of  a  ship-*- 
their  branches  regular  as  a  ladder,  varying 
scarce  an  inch  in  girth  in  fifty  feet  of  growth, . 
— for  miles  interrupted  only  by  a  leaning, 
never  a  crooked  tree — ^with  an  army  of  sturdy 
Lilliputians  clustering  round  their  bases — 
fifty  heads  starting  up  where  one  yard  of  light 
is  admitted.  What  becomes  of  all  the  pruning,! 
and  trimming,  and  training-the  days  of  pre. 
cious  labour  spent  on  our  own  woods  ?  Nature 
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here  does  all  this,  and  immeasurably  better, 
for    her   volunteers,  who    stand    closer,    grow 
fester    and    soar    higher    than    the   carefully  ■' 
planted  and  transplanted  children  of  our  aoil," 
Here  and  there  a  bare  jagged  trunk,  and  tt" 
carpet  of    fresh-hewn   boughs   beneath,    show- 
where  some   peasant-urchin   has  indulged  in  ' 
■port  which  with  us  would    be  amenable  to  ' 
lihe  laws — viz.  mounted  one  of  these  grenadiers; 
of  tlie  forest,  hewiug  off  every  successive  bough  ' 
beneath   liiin,  till,   perched  at  giddy  height 
aloft,  he  clings  to  a  tapering  point  which  his' 
hand  may  grasp.    The   higher  he  goes,  the 
greater  the  feat,  and  the  greater  the  risk  to  his' 

gabond  neck  in  descending  the  noble  and 
mutilated     trunk.     In     perambulating     these  ' 
woods,  the  idea  would  sometimes  cross  us  that" 
the  woIve«,  the  print  of  whose  footsteps,  inter- 
eepted    by  the  dotted  track  of  the  hare  antji 
•lenderly  de6ned  claws  of  numerous  birds,  are  I 
Men  in  dilfe'reDt  directions,  and  even  beneath ' 
the  windows  of  our  bouse,  might  prowl  by  day 
as  Well  as    by  night.     One  day,  when,  for- 
tunately i)erhap9,  unescorted  by  the  huge  dogs, 
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we  were  mounting  a  hill  to  a  neighbouring 
milly  my  companion  suddenly  halted,  and  lay- 
ing her  hand  on  mine  silently  pointed  to  a 
moving  object  within  fifty  yards  of  us.  It  was 
a  great  brute  of  a  wolf  stalking  leisurely  along 
— ^its  high  bristly  back  set  up— its  head  prowl- 
ing down — who  took  no  notice  of  us,  but 
slowly  pursued  the  same  path  into  the  wood 
which  we  had  quitted  a  few  minutes  before. 
We  must  both  plead  guilty  to  blanched  cheeks, 
but  beyond  this  to  no  signs  of  cowardice  ;  and, 
in  truth,  the  instances  are  so  rare  of  their  at- 
tacking human  beings,  even  the  most  defence- 
less children,  that  we  had  no  cause  for  fear. 
They  war  not  on  man,  unless  under  excessive 
pressure  of  hunger,  or  when,  as  in  the  case  of 
a  butoher,  his  clothes  are  impregnated  with  the 
smell  of  fresh  blood.  This  is  so  certain  an  at- 
traction, that  peasants  caning  butohers*  meat 
are  followed  by  wolves,  and  often  obliged  to 
compound  for  their  own  safety  by  flinging  the 
dangerous  commodity  amongst  them ;  or,  if  in 
a  sledge,  three  or  four  of  these  ravenous  ani- 
mals will  spring  upon  the  basket  of  meat  and 
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it  open  before  their  eyes.  Wherever  an 
animal  falls,  there,  tiiough  to  all  appearance  no 
•over  nor  sigii  of  a  wolf  be  visible  for  miles 
round,  several  will  be  found  congregated  in 
kalf  an  hour's  time.  Such  is  their  horrid  thii-st 
fcr  blood,  that  a  wounded  wolf  knows  that  only 
hy  the  strictest  concealment  can  he  escape 
being  torn  in  pieces  \>y  his  companions.  As  for 
&e  dogs,  it  is  lieartrendint;  to  thiuk  of  the 
■nmbers  which  pay  for  their  fideUty  with  their 
Sres.  If  a  couple  of  wolves  prowl  round  a 
iKmas,  or  Ibid,  at  night,  a  dozen  dogs,  with 
srery  variety  of  tone,  from  the  sharp  yap  of 
shepherd's  terrier,  to  the  iioarse  hay  of  the 
Oattlc-hound,  will  plunge  after  them,  and  put 
Aicm  U>  flight.  Uut  if  one,  more  zealous,  ven- 
Inrc  beyond  his  comjianions.  the  cunning 
brntes  face  about,  seize  him,  and  before  tliree 
minutes  are  over  there  is  nothing  left  of  poor 
'Carritfr  Poit,  or  sheep-boy, — a  common  name 
fcr  tJicsc  great  maatiS, — but  a  few  tufts  of 
Uoody  hair.  The  cattle  defend  themselves 
tftliantly,  and  the  horses,  and  tlie  mares  espe- 
ciallv  who  have  a  foa!  at  tlieir  side,  put  them- 
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delTes  in  an  attitude  of  def^ncis,  and  parry  off 
the  enemy  with  their  fore  feet — ^their  iron 
hoofs  often  taking  gredt  effect.  But  woe  be  to 
ihem  if  the  wolf,  breaking  through  the  shower 
of  blows,  spring  at  the  throat,  or,  stealing  behind 
his  prey,  fasten  on  the  flank  I — once  down  all  is 
over,  though  there  be  but  one  wolf.  Some- 
times, in  a  sudden  wheel  round,  the  wolf  will 
seize  upon  a  cow's  tail,  on  which  he  hangs 
with  his  jaws  of  ten-horse  power,  while  the 
pco,  .oil  drag,  hi„  ,.un^«d  ««nd  th. 
field,  and  finally  leaves  the  unfortunate  mem- 
ber in  his  grasp ;  too  happy  to  escape  with  & 
stump.  At  one  time  these  animals  increased 
so  frightfully  in  number,  that  theRitterschaft,  or 
assembly  of  knights,  by  which  name  the  internal 
Senate  of  this  province  is  designated,  appointed 
a  reward  of  five  roubles  for  every  pair  of  ears 
brought  to  the  magistrate  of  the  district.  Thte 
worked  some  change,  and,  in  proportion  as  the 
wolves  have  fallen  off,  the  Ritterschaft  has 
dropped  its  price,  though  an  opposite  policy 
would,  perhaps  have  been  more  politic,  and 
now  a  pair  of  ears,  generally  secured  from  tl^ 
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■l^truction  of  a  neet  of  young  ones,  does  Dot 
letch  more  than  a  silver  rouble,  or  three 
lOubles  and  a  half.*  An  old  plan  to  attract 
tilcm  was  to  tie  a  pig  in  a  sack,  squeaking  of 
touree,  upon  a  cart,  and  drive  him  rapidly 
■tiirougli  a  wood  or  morass.  Any  cry  of  an 
;aiiimal  is  a  gathering  sound  for  the  wolf,  but 
ifce  voice  of  man,  made  in  his  Creator's  image, 
will  hoUl  him  aloof.  The  blast  of  a  horn 
"l^reatly  annoys  them,  a  fiddle  makes  them  fly, 
ud  tl>e  jingling  of  bells  i»  also  a  means  o!' 
■caring  them,  which,  besides  the  expedience  of 
'proclaiming  your  approach  iu  dark  nights  on 
Aeee  noiseless  sledge-roads,  is  one  reason  why 
all  winter  equipages  arc  fitted  up  with  bells. 
I  Foreiguers  may  laugli  at  our  "  never 
kiding,  still  begiuuing"'  national  topic,  tht 
ireatlier,  but  we  may  as  justly  retort  on  their 
■Bahn,  or  sledgtag-mad,  which  at  this  season 
igeneraily  oilers  a  better  beaten  track  for  dia- 
«o«9ion  than  for  traffic.  The  chances  of  there 
fa^ug  a  good  bahn,  or  no  bahn  at  all,  for 
Nerertielaa  a  dioiuabd  wolna  npon  Ae  twrage  ■» 
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Christmas — the  probabilities  of  those  scattered 
members  of  a  family,  all  verging  to  one  com- 
mon centre  at  this  period,  being  obliged,  on 
their  return,  to  exchange  the  smooth  soles  of 
their  sledges  for  the  rough  wheels  of  their  car- 
riages, or  vice  versd^  are  here  speculated  and 
betted  upon  with  the  utmost  zest.  For  though 
irost  and  occasional  falls  of  snow  commence 
sometimes  as  early  as  October,  a  steady  suffi- 
ciency of  the  latter  for  sledging  can  hardly  be 
reckoned  upon  till  the  new  year  be  turned — ^a 
visitor,  it  must  be  remembered,  not  admitted 
over  the  Russian  frontier  until  twelve  days 
after  its  reception  with  other  nations.  Why 
Estonia,  however,  whose  Lutheran  Calendar 
has  no  jealous  saints  to  regard,  should  con- 
tinue in  the  old  style,  the  neighbouring  pro- 
vinces of  Livonia  and  Courland  having  already 
departed  from  it,  I  am  not  able  to  say.  For 
this  reason,  our  Christmas  and  New  Year's 
day  were  solemnized  in  the  solitude  of  our  own 
thoughts ;  for  though  each  day  of  our  lives  be 
a  birthday — an  anniversary — the  commence- 
ment of  a  new  year,— yet  mutable,  carelesB 
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^uman  nature  requires  and  loves  to  be  weighted 
down  by  Szed  dates,  which  occur  like  stagis  in 
iife,  reminding  us  of  the  road  we  are  travel- 
line: — or  act  Uke  friendly  monitors,  calling  to- 
gether in  kindly,  or  at  any  rate  in  common 
thought,  Ikmilies  long  separated  or  long 
estranged,  and  speaking  to  the  hardened  con- 
science with  a  power  no  other  influence  can 
exert.  There  are  few  hearts  tliat  can  resist  the 
Itleadings  of  an  anDi¥er8ary,be  it  of  sorrow  or 
Joy — that  can  steel  themselves  to  those  mute 
admonitions  which  tell 

"  OrdiitittSnlimpowtl, 
Lon|f  aince  nrgtected ; 
or  me  l«rt  Bnt  ilifclMMl, 
Long  iincr  rejtctril." 

■Happy  those  who  can  meet  such  days  with  un- 
.'diminiiibed  self-jiatisfaction  and  peace  of  mind  ! 
i-4hey  are  the  unerring  tests  of  a  good  con- 
•wieDce. 

When  the  6th  of  Januarj-,  N.  S.,  therefore 
«nived,  with  its  holiday  cheer  and  feasting,  all 
■eenttment  on  our  parts  had  passed  away,  or 
•Tatlier  refused  to  be  transposed,  and  I  was  left 
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the  freer  to  look  on  the  outer  frame  of  society 
which  this  occasion  offered.  Christmas  is  here 
treated  as  including  three  days,  each  being 
considered  sacred  alike,  or  rather  none  of  the 
three  being  attended  with  any  observances  ex- 
cept those  of  general  hilarity  and  yisiting. 
These  days  are  designated,  and  invitatioM 
worded,  as  the  first,  second,  and  third  Weih* 
nachts  Tage^  for  the  first  of  which  we  were 
bidden  to  a  large  assembly  at  the  house  of  a 
neighbouring  family.  To  prepare  for  a  dinner- 
party at  a  residence  twelve  wersts  removed,  we 
had  therefore  to  commence  our  evening  toilette 
at  the  unusual  hour  of  eleven  in  the  morning 
— ^reminding  us  of  the  diary  of  one  of  our  Eng- 
lish  Princesses,  who  mentions,  "  the  hour  of 
dinner  is  becoming  marvellously  late ;  I  dined 
yesterday  at  twelve  o'clock," — or  taking  us 
back  to  the  times  of  our  Queen  Elizabeth's 
visit  to  Kenilworth,  when  it  may  be  remem- 
bered the  dinner  was  delayed  till  the  unpre- 
cedented hour  of  two, — it  being  further  ra? 
corded  in  the  chronicle  that,  by  an  original  and 
most  happy  thought  of  the  Earl  of  Leicester, 
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tc  cl()ck  on  the  great  tower  at  Kenilworth 
Castle,  during  the  whole  time  of  the  Queen's 
itay,  puiatcd  to  the  hour  of  two,  in  order  perpe- 
ln&lly  to  remind  her  Majesty  of  the  pleasures 
tf  the  banquet.  It  must  be  hoped  that  the 
lOynl  visitor  wore  some  little  private  kettle  of 
her  own  in  order  to  rectifv  the  horological 
tbistakes  to  which  this  delicate  attention  of  her 
liost  must  have  given  rise- 
By  twelve  o'clock  wc  were  equipped ;  not 
iritliout  considerable  apprehension,  however,  of 
king  too  late,  nor  were  our  movements  now 
imch  a«  attend  those  tardy  belles  of  our  own 
fountrv,  who,  having  no  fears  of  frost-bites  or  of 
Kstfaargic  stupor  before  their  eyes,  skip  into  the 
carriage,  and  are  whirled  off  before  the  door  is 
well  clapped  to.  Here,  on  the  other  hand,  just 
as  mv  foot  was  descending  very  nimbly  into 
the  sledge,  I  felt  myself  pulled  back  by  my 
tender  hostess,  who,  beneath  the  wools  and  furs 
of  mv  outer  habiliments,  had  espied  a  most  un- 
guarded satin  shoe  and  silk  stocking.  I  was 
now  hnrried  back  again  into  the  warm  hall, 
wliere,  before  I   well    knew   what    they  were 

VOL.  I.  1 
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about,  my  feet  were  in  the  firm  grasp  of  two 
buxom  smiling  Estonian  handmaidens,  the  one 
pulling  on  a  red  worsted  sock,  the  other  a  fur 
boot,  and,  in  their  hurry,  reyersing  and  not 
mending  the  matter,  wheni  they  had  found  o^t 
the  mistake;  while  a  sweet  laughing  pair  of 
eyes,  gleaming  from  the  depths  of  a  fur  collar, 
stood  over  me  enjojring  the  joke.  This  neces- 
sary preamble  finished,  for  the  thermometer 
stood  at  5^  of  Fahrenheit,  we  seated  ourselves, 
or  rather  sunk  into  the  bed  of  down,  with 
which  the  seat  and  floor  of  the  sledge  were 
spread,  when  mai-servants  and  maid-servaats 
crowded  zealously  round  to  smooth  and  fold 
our  cloaks  firm  about  us ;  which  done,  sevend 
large  loose  down  cushions  were  tumbled  in,  and 
tucked  over  our  knees  and  down  into  every 
spare  oomer—a  bear-skin  drawn  firm  over  alt- 
and  the  leather  findly  hooked  tight  abofe. 
And  now  the  coachman,  a  bearded  Russiaii, 
with  bare  neck,  and  grey  doth  coat  of  home- 
spun wool  well  stuffed  beneath  with  a  warm 
sheepskin,  and  indented  at  the  ample  waist 
with  a  belt  of  bright  colours,  threw  on^  last 
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look  behind  him  to  ascertain  that  his  ladits 
were  in  their  right  places — bless  him  !  we  could 
W)t  have  stirred, — and  a  man-servant  in  pon- 
derous cloak  having  mounted  beside  bim,  now 
lathered  his  round  braided  reins  in  a  whole 
banilful  together,  and  oft'  set  the  four  eager 
korses  galloping  abreast  like  the  steeds  in  a 
Roman  car.  These  sledges  may  be  best  under- 
Stood  as  a  slight  barouche,  put  upon  soles  in- 
stead of  wheels,  with  long  transverse  poles  to 
prevent  them  from  overturning,  and  stretchers 
of  leather  like  extended  wiugs  in  front  to 
•creen  the  traveller  from  the  showers  of  snow 
which  fly  from  the  horses'  hoofs.  It  must  not 
be  supposed  that  sledging  is  here  such  smooth 
gliding  work  as  it  is  generally  represented ; 
on  the  contrary,  a  succession  of  drifts,  worn 
into  deeper  declivities  and  higher  ascents  by 
the  continual  traffic,  will  subject  you  to  a 
bumping  kind  of  movement,  which,  in  spite  of 
your  solid  feather-bed  casing,  is  neither  con- 
venient nor  agreeable.  Then  suddenly  the 
sledge  declines  a  fathom  deep  on  one  side,  and 
•out  6ies  the  coachman's  or  footman's  leg  to  act 
i2 
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as  an  adttitional  prop,  and  you  lie  comfortably 
cradled  upon  your  half-snfibcated  companioDv 
when,  with  a  loud  jingle  of  all  four  horses,  liie 
sledge  is  jerked  out  of  the  hole,  and  the  traTelt 
lers  once  more  stuck  upright  And  then,  pei^* 
haps,  when  the  track  becomes  narrower,  the 
outer  horses  are  driren  into  the  loose  do^ 
snow,  and  one  of  them  tumbles  overt  head  and 
ears  into  an  invisible  ditch^  whence^  his  long 
traces  giving  him  perfect  Uberty,  ^e:  clambers 
out  again  unassisted,  shakes  the  snow  ^from  his 
sides,  and  snorts  and  stamps  with  the  utmost 
impatience  to  be  off  again.  The  two  centrte 
Deichsei  Pferde,  or  pole-horaea^  are .  fastened 
firmer,  and  the  middle  of  the  track  being  air 
ways  the  best,  the  most  spirited  of  the  Baron's 
stables  are  generally  placed  here,  while,  the  side 
horses  take  the  luck  of  the  road,  jumping  over 
loose  drifts,  or  picking  their  way.  with  theit 
delicate  feet  over  any  road-side  encumbranoiV 
and,  with  their  graceful  necks  and  gleaming 
eyes  at  full  liberty,  are  never  frightened,  and 
never  at  a  loss  to  extricate  themselves  from  aay 
difficulty*     Hedges  and  walls  are  Jthe  destnio* 
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tion  of  sledging  roads;    wherever  there  is  a 
barrier,  there  the  snow  collects,  and  a  line  of 
batteDed  fence,  here  the  usual  partition,  will 
ruin  the  track — sunk,  ditches  are  the  only  mode 
of  divisions  advisable  for  snow  countries.     The 
intelligence  of  the  coachman  is  no  less  surpris- 
itig  than  that  of  his  Iiorses  :  regardless  of  the 
ftummer  line  of  road,  he   steers  straight  over 
bank,  river,  and  morass,  for  his  object,  and  like 
bird    of  passage  seldom   misses  the   mark. 
Thus  it  is  that  in  the  dull  long  season  of  win- 
ter, when  friends  are  most  wanted,  they  are 
here  brought  closest   together;  for  the   same 
rase  which  in  summer  is  circumnavigated 
^HUjUk^^^  ^^  twenty  wersts  may  in  winter  he 
^HpMbd  by  one  of  half  an  hour's  duration, 
^r  '*  The  great  structure  of  Fiihna — for  such  was 
H    the  name  of  the  residence  to  whidi  we  were 
bound — was  noon  seen  rearing  itself  in  the  dis- 
tance, a  sijuare  mass  against  the  sky,  without 
B  tree  or  object  near  it.     Here,  our  wrappers 
being  gradually  peeled  off,  we  issued  like  but- 
Urflies  from  our  woollen  cells,  and  were  ushered 
H    into   a    large  assembly,  wliere  the  hostess,  a 
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pr^j  gn««fcl  young  woa»n,  cn«  forwanl. 
and  welcomed  us  with  the  utmost  courlei^ 
and  good  breedmg,  and  even  found  a  few 
pleasing,  though  imperfect,  words  in  English 
to  say  to  her  foreign  visitor,  with  a  kindness 
of  manner  and  intention  which  quite  won  my 
heart.  Immediately  upcm  our  arriyal  the 
fHSJistack  of  Swiss  cheese,  and  pickled  rirSm^ 
Un,  a  fish  peculiar  to  Estonia,  with  red  and 
white  liqueurs,  was  handed  round,  after  which 
a  servant  whispered  something  to  the  hostess, 
who  rose,  and  with  a  distinct  voice  and 
graceful  manner  simply  said,  ^^  May  I  b^ 
you  all  to  table?"  and,  herself  taking  the  lead 
with  the  oldest  gentleman  of  the  party,  we 
filed  off,  a  party  of  at  least  fifty,  a  cluster  of 
little  boys  and  girls  bringing  up  the  rear ;  for 
an  invitation  to  the  heads  of  a  family  is  tacitly 
understood  to  include  all  the  olive-branches, 
however  numerous  or  tender.  As  each  couple 
entered  the  dining-room,  the  cavalier  bowed 
profoundly,  disengaged  himself,  and  went  his 
way,  while  all  the  ladies  seated  themselves  on 
one  side  and  all  the  gentlemen  on  the  other. 
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tlie  hostess  heading  the  table,  whilst  her  hus- 
baud  mingled  with  his  male  guests.  Conver- 
satiou  was  therefore  restricted  to  the  different 
lines,  and  the  proceas  of  serving  dinner  ab- 
wlving,  as  [  have  before  observed,  the  gentle- 
men from  all  obligation  of  courtesy,  and  nu 
intimation  to  venture  a  conversation  across  the 
narrow  table  being  apparent,  not  a  single  gen- 
tleman addressed  his  fair  vis-d-vis  during  the 
whole  repast.  This  is  an  additional  reason  for 
retaining  our  old  English  mode,  as  engender- 
iag  trifling  attentions  which  tend  to  keep  up 
the  outward  semblance  of  good  breeding,  the 
sbtence  of  which  I  am  iucHned  to  tliink  in 
some  measure  coutribut^  to  the  Transatlantic 
ityte  of  manners  which  are  observable  among 
the  |>re8ent  generation  of  young  Estonian 
iiohles.  The  courtesies  of  the  table  began 
with  the  weli-side  and  water-drawing  tinu-s  of 
the  patriarchs ;  the  woman-despising  Turk 
eats  alone.  My  own  position  was  very  cnvi- 
th\e  between  two  charming  ladylike  women, 
who  proved  the  most  agreeable  representatives 
of  their  country.    The  dinner  was  Buraptuoiii', 


1 76       LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC,  [i^m^u  YUI* 

with  a  profusion  oi  splendid  gla^s  and  plate^ 
the  latter,  as  well  as  the  beautiful  damask 
linen,  marked  with  the.  maiden  name  of  our 
hostess,,  and  which,  it  may  be  as  well  to  meor 
tion  here,  though  I  should  grieve  to  .see  that 
pretty  animated  face  shrouded  beneath  a 
mourning  cap,  all  revert  with  the  rest  of  her 
dowry  to  the  widow  on  her  husband's  deaths 
Among  the  novel  dishes  introduced  on  tbifi. 
occasion  was  the  elk,  a  harmless  animal  which 
infests  the  Livonian  woods,  in  flavour  much 
resembling  venison ;  and  a  preserve  of  rose- 
leaves,  a  luscious  kind  of  ambrosia,  like  eating 
perfumes,  or  a  smack  of  paradise  on  earth ; 
and,  lastly,  a  dish  which  the  season  alone  ren^ 
dered  peculiar,  for  who  would  have  thought  of 
ices  on  Christmas-day  ?  But  no  one  could 
quarrel  with  the  cold  interloper,  for  the  room 
was  hot  to  suffocation,  and  the  delicious  wal- 
nut-cream ice  melted  most  gratefully  down 
our  throats.  When  the  last  dishes  of  fruits 
and  bon-bons  had  been  handed  round,  our 
hostess  rose,  and,  the  gentlemen  clust^ing  at 
the  door,  each  resumed  his  lady  where  he  had 
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left  her,  and,  conducting  her  into  the  next 
room,  aguiii  made  his  bow  and  escaped.  Coffee 
was  now  handed  round,  and  a  long  and  superb 
suite  of  rooms  being  open  to  us,  the  whole  party 
of  ladies  paraded  up  and  down  in  distinct 
groups;  after  which  the  matrons  sat  down  to 
uoljer  converse,  and  talked,  as  good  wives  should 
do,  of  their  children  and  their  wirthsckaft,  and 
!4ome  drew  forth  little  ladylike  bits  of  embroi- 
dery on  which  their  fair  fingers  were  soon 
busied,  while  the  older  ones  knitted  away  most 
energetically  at  the  "  weary  pund." 

Meanwhile  the  young-er  portion,  including 
many  beautiful  and  graceful  young  women, 
wtll  dpewed  and  elegant  in  manner,  clustered 
logetlier  in  girlish  guise,  in  the  deep  recesses 
rf  the  windows,  or  round  the  piano,  or  played 
■At  bagatelle  with  many  an  animated  laugh 
and  jist.  And  where  were  the  gentlemen  all 
this  time  ?  doubtless  compensating  themselves 
for  the  compulsory  separation  they  had  en- 
dcire<l  during  the  twenty  long  courses  of  din- 
ner, Hnd  mingling  gaily  with  the  fair  beingg; 
froin  whom  it  must  have  been  a  punishment 
1  3 
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tp  tbem  to  »ever.  But  alas  1  the  muse  of  gfit- 
kntry  shakes  her  head,  aad  ialteringly  and 
most  unwillingly  owns  the  incredible  fact  that, 
to  *^  eyes  like  loadstars  and  tongues  sweet  air/' 
these  young  stoics  preferred  the  attractions  of 
cards  and  smoke — ^found  more  beauty  in  the 
length  of  a  pipe  than  in  the  slender  tall  figures 
which  roved  up  and  down  the  suite  of  rooms, 
more  interesting  study  in  a  brown  cigar  than 
in  the  soft  or  brilliant  glances  of  the  maiden 
party.  After  a  couple  of  hours  tea  was 
served,  but  still  the  gentlemen  kept  close 
behind  the  clouds  with  which  they  enve- 
loped their  godheads  from  our  grosser  view, 
nor  till  supper  was  served — here  conducted 
on  the  same  formal  style  of  separation  as 
the  dinner — did  they  venture  to  emerge.  For 
their  credit's  sake,  may  the  next  generation 
of  their  countrywomen  be  neither  so  fair  nor 
so  pleasing ! 

It  was  a  beautiful  starlight  night  as,  with  a 
repetition  of  every  precaution,  we  again  took 
to  our  sledges,  and  a  procession  of  at  least  ten 
kept  together  in  a  harmony  of  bells  for  the 
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first  three  worsts  of  our  road,  when,  diverging 
to  separate  tracks  across  the  morass,  each  lost 
sight  of  the  other,  and  we  reached  our  home 
at  midnight,  having  been  absent  just  twelve 
hours,— rather  too  expensive  a  mode  df 
visiting. 
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LETTER  THE  NINTH. 

Girl  at  her  wheel — Estonian  peasant — Misfortunes  of  a 
sitter — Interior  of  an  Estonian  cottage — ^Fanning  tenure 
of  the  peasant — Enfranchisement  of  the  peasantrj— ^It» 
effects — New  nanies  —  Difficulties  of  choice — ^Visit  lo 
church — Lutheran  clergymen— Church  history. 

After  the  festivities  of  this  pseudo  Christmas 
and  New  Year,  all  conducted  in  the  same  style 
of  plenty,  hospitality,  and  formality  I  have  de^ 
scribed,  were  passed  over,  which  could  hardly 
be  said  to  terminate  till  after  the  18th  of 
January,  this  being  the  fete  of  the  three  kings, 
an  old  Roman  Catholic  observance,  kept  up 
rather  as  prolonging  the  season  of  good  cheer 
than  from  any  religious  motive,  we  returned  to 
our  usual  quiet  life,  where,  if  other  occupation 
failed,  the  F'olks  Stube  offered  a  bevy  of  rural 
subjects  for  the  pencil,  with  no  trouble  beyond 
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that  of  selection.  And  not  seldom  was  a  fair- 
haired  maiden  weeded  from  among  iter  compa- 
nioDs,  and  transplanted  with  her  spioning-wheel 
to  our  apartment,  where,  modestly  pursning  her 
ovn  vocations,  she  gave  matter  to  mine.  One 
day,  to  diversify  the  subject,  a  tall  Estonian 
peasant  was  nshered  in,  bearing  a  note  from  a 
neighbouring  family,  wherein  it  appeared  that, 
in  consetjuence  of  some  bantering  questions 
aad  promises,  they  had  sent  the  best-looking 
man  tlie  estate  could  boast  to  represent  the 
phyeiognomy  and  costume  of  his  class.  And 
tmlr,  as  fine  and  good-looking  a  young  man 
stood  before  us  as  needed  to  be  seen.  At  first 
he  returned  our  glance  with  rather  more  cou- 
rage tbaii  a  peasant  here  usually  ventures  To 
show,  but,  on  being  told  his  errand,  blusbed 
like  «  girl,  ami  proceeded  to  place  himself  into 
the  nMjuired  position  with  a  maucaisc  honte 
which,  it  must  be  owned,  was  at  first  not 
limht-d  to  himself.  He  wore  the  regular  pea- 
H  HontV  costume. — his  long  hatr  tailing  on  his 
^B  shoulders;  a  coat  made  of  undyed  black  wool 
H      (iowii  to  his  hecU,  witb  metal  buttons  and   nid 
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leather  fit^ ;  and  his  feet  clad  in  the  national 
pcuseluj  or  sandals,  of  untanned  cow's  hide. 
After  the  first  novelty  was  over  he  stood  sensi^ 
bly  and  respectfully  enough ;  and,  being  shown 
his  miniature  &c-simile,  and  told  that  it  would 
go  to  England,  acknowledged  it  to  be  vegga 
illoBy  very  beautiful.  Half  a  rouble  and  a  glasa 
of  brandy  made  him  happy,  and  he  took  \m 
leave  in  perfect  good  humour  with  himself  and 
us.  But  a  few  days  after,  a  disastrous  sequel 
to  this  adventure  reached  our  ears.  Under  the 
conviction  that  he  had  been  subject  to  the 
spells  of  a  sorceress,  his  lady-love  cast  him  off 
for  another;  his  fellows  taunted  and  avoided 
him ;  while,  added  to  this,  the  innocent  victim 
himself  was  in  the  utmost  terror  of  mind  lest 
this  mysterious  delineation  of  his  perscm  should 
prove  the  preamble  to  his  being  banished 
either  to  Siberia  or — ^to  England  !  It  is  to  be 
hoped  his  personal  charms  soon  repaired  Ae 
first  loss,  but  I  could  never  hear  anything  for* 
ther  of  my  unfortunate  sitter. 

Wishing  to  see  the  Estonian  peasant  mid« 
every  aspect,   I  requested  my  hostess «-— one 
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whose  heart  feeU  ioterest  in  the  most  stupid, 
and  love  for  the  raost  contemned,  of  her  adopted 
coimtryraen — to  exhibit  to  me  some  peasant's 
dwelling  which  might  fairly  represent  the 
comforts  of  this  class.  Accordingly  we  drove 
:  aboile  of  a  hard-working,  respectable 
alwut  three  wcrsts  removed,  and 
e  helped  out  of  our  sledge  by  a  gannt  host 
with  streaming  locks,  who  stroked  us  down  in 
the  national  feshioD,  and  begged  us  to  enter. 
The  houee  was  a  one-etoried  erection,  built  of 
ronghly-equared  logs,  and  occupying  as  much 
space  as  any  of  our  large  old-fashioned  farm- 
houses, with  a  double  wall  on  the  entrance 
side,  separated  by  a  passage  of  about  six  feet 
wide,  which  greatly  tends  both  to  warmth  in 
r  and  coolness  in  t^-ummer.  In  this  pas- 
01  extremely  filthy  sow  and  a  whole  litter 
'■'<#  tittle  ])igs  were  grunting  and  tumbling 
about  with  some  other  little  animals,  seem- 
ingly of  the  same  generic  origin,  but  which,  on 
nearer  inspection,  proved  to  be  part  of  our  host's 
youthful  family.  To  pass  through  the  inner 
wall  we  stepped  over  a  high  ledge,  through 
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an  aperture  wide  enou^  for  a  Lambert,  \mt' 
hardly  high  enough  for  a  child  of  twelve  year&- 
old^  more  adapted  apparently  for  quadroped^ 
than  for  men.     Once  housed,  we  were  obligied  ' 
to  wait  a  few  minutes  before  our  eyes  accms-* 
tomed  themselves  to  the  darkness^  or  threw  off^ 
the  film  of  water  with  which  the  strong  stingy 
ing  atmosphere  of  wood^smoke  obscured  thenif  - 
when  the  first  object  we  discerned  was  a  rosy 
peasant-girl  weaving  a  piece  of  linen  in  the^ 
same  gloom  by  which  we  could  scarcely  dis»' 
tinguish  the  loom.     The  room  where  we  stood 
was  at  least  twenty-five  feet  long ;  with  a  black  - 
earthen   floor,  strewn    with   fir-tips,  and   the 
chief  object  was  the  great  stove.     This  was  a 
huge  mass  of  masonry  towering  among  the 
dry  rafters  of  the  roof,  with  rough  ledges  of  • 
stones,  up  and  down   which  a  second   litter  - 
of  children  were  climbing  in  their  shifts,  while 
on  the  highest  ledge  lay  a  baby  fast  asleep;  >- 
A  projecting  shelf  of  wood  ran  round  two  sides^ ' 
of  the  room,  about  two  feet  from  the  floors  ' 
which,  strewn  with  straw,  serves  as  the  family^ 
bed  for  the  night,  is  converted  by  day  to  any 
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houaelK^fJ  use,  and  was  convc-riitiiitly  titted  up 
with  h«ii-coops  uuiierncath.  There  was  no 
cbiiuney  in  tliis  apartment,  and  no  lig'ht  but 
from  *he  low  door.  FurtJier  on  were  two  other 
rouius  mere  little  dens,  witJi  a  pane  of  diisky 
gltt»s  iu  each  and  a  few  articles  of  furniture — 
a  couple  of  chairs  and  chests  for  clothes.  The 
same  roof  houses  the  little  Iiorse  and  other 
catUe.  There  was  nothing  in  all  this  to  dis- 
gust— hard  fare  and  independent  habits, — and 
when  we  took  our  leave  we  made  the  little 
dirty  shock-headed  children  very  happy  with 
some  rolls  of  whito  bread,  a  dainty  they  see 
mudi  more  rarely  than  our  poor  chfldren  do 
cake. 

This  pettsant  occupies  about  twenty-6ve 
acres  of  laud  upon  the  estate  where  I  am 
Aojouniing.  Every  estate  is  thus  parcelled 
out,  tile  proprietor  having  a  considerable  por- 
tion under  his  o\vn  management,  the  rest 
iNnng  divided  among  the  peasants,  who,  from 
time  immemorial,  have  belonged  to  the  land, 
and  till  within  the  last  few  yeai's  in  the  condi- 
fiou  of  serfs.     The  same  Belds,  tlierefore,  for 
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which  they  formerly  paid  a  rent,  Kmited  only 
by  the  will  of  the  Hetty  or  lord,  they  now 
hold  upon  a  tenure  fixed  by  law,  which  ia  at 
follows : — Each  peasant  householder,  or  fVitthi 
occupies  80  much  land,  for  which  he  pays  rent 
in  the  shape  of  so  many  days'  labour,  man  and 
horse,  per  week,  upon  the  lord's  fields;  by 
certain  contributions  of  com ;  and  of  a  calf,  a 
goose,  so  many  fowls  or  eggs,  and  so  many 
bundles  of  flax — all  of  which  last  small  tithet 
generally  come  within  the  lady's  department^ 
who  has  thus  the  products  of  a  most  extensive 
farm-yard  to  register  and  superintend.  The 
smaller  the  occupation,  the  fewer  the  days  oS 
labour  to  perform,  and  the  poorer  the  peaaairt. 
A  so-called  two  days'  fVirth  generally  per- 
forms the  requisite  labour  in  his  own  person, 
but  a  six  days'  ff^irthj  a  rank  which  the 
peasant  we  had  just  quitted  occupies,  sends  his 
labourers  to  supply  his  place,  and,  by  sending^ 
two  men  three  successive  days,  has  the  rest  of 
his  week  undisturbed.  Upon  this  estate  no 
less  than  36U  days'  work  is  contributed 
weekly,  and  yet  the  labour  is  not  equal  to  the 
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demand.  This  allotment  per  week  is  tlie  only 
iair  arrangemeot,  for,  though  many  a  week  in 
vriuter  occurs  when  no  man  can  work,  yet 
were  the  proprietor  to  claim  all  his  permitted 
dA}*^  only  in  the  summer,  the  peasant  ^vould 
□ot  have  a  day  left  to  reap  or  sow  for  himself. 
Ttie  act  of  enfranchisement  in  Estonia  has 
not  been  accompanied  by  the  advantages  which 
Uio^  who  abstractedly  reckon  the  state  of 
independence  too  high,  and  tliat  of  serfage  too 
low,  might  expect.  To  this  it  may  he  urged 
tliat  the  blessing  of  freedom  was  bestowed  on 
the  Estouiaa  peasant  before  he  was  in  a  condi- 
tion to  iiuderstand  its  import,  though  truly 
such  a  privilege  is  better  given  to  a  people  too 
early  than  wrested  by  them  too  late.  It  re- 
dounds to  the  credit  of  these  provinces  of 
Ee-tonia,  Livonia,  and  Courlund,  that  they  were 
the  first  in  the  empire  to  coalesce  with  the  late 
Emperor  Alexander  by  enfranchising  their 
peasantry — an  act  which  took  place  in  18d8 ; 
and  it  is  quite  a  pity  tliat  our  admiration  for 
SO  noble  a  deed  ahould  be  in  any  way  inter- 
nipted  by  the  troublesome  collateral  circum- 
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Stance  of  their  being  pecuniarily  the  gainers 
thereby.  When  the  peasants  were  serfs,  their 
owners  were  interested  in  preserving  them 
from  absolute  want,  and  in  bad  harvests  the 
peasantry  became,  what  they  are  to  this  day  in 
Russia  Proper,  a  real  burthen  to  their  lord. 
Also,  whenever  the  serf  was  not  able  to  pay  his 
own  poll-tax,  the  seigneur  had  to  make  up  the 
deficiency ;  but  now  that  the  Estonian  peasant 
is  a  free  man,  all  these  responsibilities,  which 
he  as  little  desired  as  understood  to  undertake, 
fell  upon  his  own  shoulders ;  for  though  many 
a  humane  seigneur  still  supplies  the  same  help 
as  formerly,  yet  these  are  but  worthy  excep- 
tions. Consequently  a  failure  in  crops,  added 
to  the  national  improvidence,  exposes  the 
peasant  to  hardship  and  starvation  which  he 
never  knew  in  his  serf  condition.  Among  the 
regulations  intended  as  a  substitute  to  these 
habits  of  dependence,  a  law  has  been  instituted 
compelling  each  peasant,  in  good  seasons,  to 
contribute  so  much  com  to  the  Bauer  Klete, 
or  peasant  granary — thus  realising  a  fund  of 
provision  against  the  winters  of  femine.     Bui 
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%i  Uie  Esioaiaji  has  beea  pluced  in  a  state  of 
^ecdom  before  be  knew  tliat  I'urethoiight  and 
p^dvnce  were  its  only  safeguards,  be  seizes 
every  occasion  to  evade  ibis  law,  and,  if  the 
^£^T  be  not  vigilant  in  enforcing  it,  the  store- 
house is  found  empty  wbeu  famine  bas  fiuisbed 
■everj"  otber  resource-  One  cbaracteristic  con- 
^uence  of  tliia  emancipation  wab  tlie  adoptiou 
9f  family  names  by  tbe  peasants,  wbo  hitherto^, 
iJkke  the  Russian  serf,  had  been  designated  only, 
by  bis  own  and  bis  father's  baptismal  appellai- 
^ve^.  This  accesfiidu  of  diguity  was  conferred 
tally  a  few  years  back,  when  it  cost  the  lord 
uid  ludy  no  little  trouble  and  inveution  to 
bunt  up  the  recjuisite  number  and  variety  of 
otunes  for  til e  t*-'uants  of  tbcrir  estates.  The 
gt-ntlemBU  took  the  dictiuuary  —  the  lady, 
Walter  Scott,  for  reference — with  us  it  would 
have  been  the  Bible — and  homely  German, 
words  were  given,  or  old  Scottish  namosi 
re%'ivcd,  which  may  one  day  perplex  a  geneftr 
loiglsL,  The  wont  of  it  was,  these  poor  crea- 
tunss  were  very  difficult  to  please,  and  many  a 
yo^ng  man  who  weut  away  happy  yshb  hia- 
new  family  distinction  returned  tbe  next  day 
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with  a  sheepish  look,  owning  that  his  lady  had 
put  him  out  of  conceit  of  it,  and  that  he  would 
trouble  the  Epra  (the  Estonian  corrupticm 
of  Herr)  to  provide  him  with  another,  aot 
seldom  ending  by  begging  leave  to  adopt  the 
aristocratic,  unsullied,  sixteen  or  thirty-two 
quartered  name  of  the  Count  or  Baron  undw 
whom  he  served.  But,  however  liberal  of  hi^ 
neighbours'  names,  the  Estonian  Noble  is  in 
no  hurry  to  bestow  his  own;  far  from  run** 
Tiing  the  ri^  of  such  vile  identity,  he  does 
not  even  allow  the  peasant  the  same  national 
appellation  which  countrymen  of  the  same  soil, 
whether  high  or  low,  generally  wear  alike. 
The  aristocrat  is  an  Esthl&nder^  the  {pea- 
sant an  Esthe.  The  noble's  wife  is  a  i^itm, 
the  peasant's  a  fVeiby  and  any  transpos** 
tion  of  these  terms  would  be  deemed  higliy 
insulting. 

Having  thus  seen  the  Estonian  peasant  hi 
his  home  state,  our  next  view  of  him  was  in  a 
congregated  mass ;  this  occurred  upon  occaaicm 
of  our  first  visit  to  the  village  church,  abMt 
five  miles  from  our  superb  dwelling,  and  of 
which,  with  rare  exception,  they  are  the  exclu* 
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ftive  monopolisers.  Here  we  found  the  pea- 
sants' sletlges  standing  in  double  rows  as  thick 
along  the  road  as  the  carriages  before  the 
Opera-house  at  a  morning  concert;  and, enter- 
ing througii  a  dense  crowd,  smelling  strongly 
of  their  sheep-skin  habiliments  and  the  smoky 
atmosphere  in  which  they  live,  we  mounted  a 
ffallery  to  a  pew  reserved  for  the  family, 
whence  we  looked  down  upon  a  platform  of 
fauman  heads  of  every  variety  of  rich  blondes 
find  browns — blacks  there  were  but  few,  and 
^TRIP'S  none  at  all ;  though  of  wrinkles,  failing 
limbs,  and  other  signs  of  age,  there  was  a 
prematare  profusion.  The  service,  which  was 
Estonian,  had  commenced,  and,  after  the 
first  careless  wonder  with  which  you  listen  to  a 
aew  language  subsidcil,  my  eyes  busied  them- 
•slTes  witii  what  was  around  them. 

Tlie  men  were  all  on  one  side,  their  long 
liair,  uotfHiched  by  scissars  since  their  birth, 
divided  down  the  centre  of  the  head  and  flow- 
on  tlieir  shouldei-s:  the  women  on  the 
other,  with  high  hclmet-sliaped  caps  of  every 

.riety  o£  bright  colour — their  gay  ribbons  and 
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bright  locks  streaming  promiscuously  from  be- 
neath ;  or  sometimes  all  this '  lowly  vani^ 
covered  with  a  white  handkerchief,  which,  dis- 
posed in  a  band  across  the  forehead,  and  &!!• 
ing  in  ample  folds  down  the  cheeks,  ennobled 
many  a  homely  set  of  features.  Beauty  there 
was  but  little:  here  and  there  a  young  rosy 
cheek  and  bright  eye  shot  through  the  crowd, 
but  the  generality  were  plain  rather  than  ugly. 
The  first  impression  on  the  mind  of  this  dense 
crowd  of  attentive  poor  was  almost  painful. 
Our  Saviour's  audiences  were  only  the  poor ; 
and  amongst  the  silent,  listening  throng  who 
stood,  each  leaning  with  clasped  hands  upoii 
his  foremost  neighbour's  shouldei^here  and 
there  a  child  held  aloft  above  the  crush  of 
limbs,  while  a  row  of  sick  and  decrepit  beings, 
ugly,  abject,  yet  venerable,  lying  on  mattressetf 
in  every  picturesque  form,  occupied  the  centre, 
and  Hebrew-di'aped  heads  and  Apostolic  coun- 
tenances crowded  around — ^you  missed  only  the 
divine  aspect  from  this  ready-made  and  most 
touching  picture.  The  women  were  chiefly  in 
sheepskins  or  wolfskins,  with  gay  bands  round 
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leir  waists, — the  men  in  the  same,  or  in  a 
fioarse  brown  cloth  with  rows  of  silver  buttons 
down  the  breast.  The  scene  was  enlivened  by 
the    presence   of  a  bride — in   other    words   a 

faneee — who,  at  the  publication  of  her  banns, 
has  the  enviable  privilege  of  appearing  before 
the  public  in  every  rag  and  ribbon  which  it 
ever  entered  the  head  of  any  Estonian  Madge 
Wildfire  to  desire,  being  literally  loaded  with 
•U  the  ribbons,  handkerchiefs,  and  petticoats 
which  herself  or  her  neighbours  can  muster; 
only  the  outer  edge  of  each,  in  the  insolence  of 
her  wealth,  being  visible,  till  the  bride  looks 
like  the  walking  pattern-book  of  the  Kirch- 
upiel,  or  parish,  and  the  admiring  swain  views 
At  one  glance  both  his  companion  and  her 
wardrobe  for  life.  But  the  head  is  more  par- 
ticularly the  centre  of  attraction  ; — the  helmet- 
shaped  cap  on  these  occasions  being  stuck  full 
of  ilowers,  ribbons,  scraps  of  tailor's  cabbage, 
peacock's  feathers,  and,  in  short,  all  the  sweep- 
of  the  Baron's  mansion,  like  an  over-gar- 
aisheci  shape  of  blancmange  ;  while  the  young 
iladyt  oppressed  alike  by  lier  feelings  and  her 
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finery,  keeps  every  tag  in  a  perpetual  quiver, 
and  hardly  dares  to  lift  up  her  heated  counte- 
nance from  her  panoply  of  garments. 

The  service,  to  our  ideas,  was  by  no  means 
impressive ;  being  little  more  than  a  succession 
of  monotonous  psalm-singing  in  a  minor  key 
sustained  by  the  congregation,  after  which  the 
clergyman,  a  spare^looking  gentleman  with  a 
very  long  nose,  and,  I  should  be  inclined  to 
think,  a  very  cold  one, — for  the  churches  are 
not  heated,  and  the  thermometer  kept  its  aver- 
age of  10^  of  Fahrenheit, — delivered  a  sermon, 
leaning  with  Knox-like  energy  over  the  edge 
of  the  pulpit,  and  at  the  full  stretch  of  his 
voice;  for  the  congregation,  who  otherwise 
were  devotion  itself,  and  would  not  have  dis- 
turbed him  by  a  whisper,  took  no  account  of 
coughs,  sneezes,  blowing  noses  without  the  aid 
of  pocket-handkerchiefs,  and  other  little  noises, 
including  now  and  then  a  stout  squall  from  a 
baby,  and  as  loud  a  hush  from  the  mother,  till 
tlie  preacher's  voice  was  sometimes  drownvd. 
The  church  itself  was  a  heavy  ancient  building, 
with  simply  groined  roof,  gay  bedizened  altar. 
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and  whitewashed  walls  behung  with  tin  urns 
and  anaorial  bearings.  Before  the  coiiclusiou 
of  the  sermon  a  contribution  was  levied  with 
long  pole  and  bag  at  end,  as  elsewhere,  into 
which  kopecks  of  all  weights  and  sizes 
tumbled,  upou  which  the  clergyman  retreated 
to  the  altar,  and,  facing  the  audience,  chanted 
a  few  seotcoces  in  a  high  key.  This  was  the 
signal  for  dismissal :  the  solid  mass  stirred, 
and  broke  up  into  hundreds  of  fragments — the 
recking  church  was  abandoned — each  recog- 
nised his  own  little  sledge  and  horse  among 
■multitudes  which  seemed  cast  in  the  same 
mould — -poles  stuck — rope-reins  entangled — 
bells  jingtetl — and  voices  scolded  and  laughed 
alternately;  and  in  five  minutes  the  whole  con- 
gregation were  scouring  away  across  the 
country. 

The  Lutheran  clergymen,  in  point  of  pecu- 
niary independence,  are  here  barely  kept  on  a 
respectable  footing.     They  are  paid  in  corn  by 
^e  landholders,  each  peasant  also  contributing 
I  his  com,  fowls,  and  eggs,  for  his  little  tenure, 
I  tfiodgh  in  neither  case  above  a  fiftieth  of  the 
k2 


proliui^!'  Ueli^  ftlsd  an  allbtiafent'of  gteb«i 
laiVcl,  with  a  pftrtisil  sfervice  from  the  peasanttj 
aiid  a  hoii^c kei>t  in  repair, evwitothe sweeping 
the  chimneys  and  meiidirtg  a  windoir,— 'the 
funds  for  this '  purpose'  proceeding-  from  tht 
Sunday'  collection,  which,  subscribed  chiefly  b^ 
the  poor,  I  iiad  hoped  had  Ijeen  destined  for 
(he  poor,  and  which  are  lodged  in  tiie  hand*  if 
tlie  Kircheni-orste/ier,  or  church  warden,  at^rays 
one  of  the  noblesse  in  the  vicinity.'      ■  " 

' '  Iii  k  large  ;f)arisfa  also  there  \»  9t>me  amount 
bf'fera-^for  a  marriage  ih'the  Upper  classes 
fifty  tbobleS— for  AdminiBleriog-  the  Sacrament 
'tiventy-fl'vS^^'whK^h  the  pastor  pocketfe ;  while 
fliejJeasjlnts  brinig  their  fifty  kopecks,  and  Jb 
the  latter  (*ase  are'dever-failiug  attendanes.-Let 
no  oiie  ittiagine,  however,  that  the  paster's'  life 
IS  a  einectir^.  Besides  liig  weekly  duties,  and 
the  penance '<?f  a  cold  choroU  seven  moiitha  ip 
the  year,  he  has  to  attend  tliecai!  of  bii  j 
"pai^shionei^,"  scattered  frequentlyi  over:  a 
^ottif^nce  of  a  hundred  Vtirste;  while  twifae 
xn  the'  ye&t  al!  the  boys^nd  girU  itt'  the  pavitb 
UMfe'fo!r't}*«e'  Wedk^  -au^tv  hli  twfti  toht 


luatrucfeed-aQdiexainiQed  preyjjofiaj;^  confi^ma- 
tkoui  on  which  occaaious.  the  JFrau  Pasttirin 
«et8  oU  of  diem  to  spin  her  Sax,  t^yine  h^r  cord, 
«nd  do  other  little  household  jobs,  aiid  not  sel- 
4wa  had  the  honour  of  entertaining'  the  young 
Counwflses  or  Baronesses  who  have  come  on  tlie 
tame  erraud,  and  must  pass  tlirough  the  same 
tLehr*.  Thuft  it  is  that  the  sacraments  are 
Strictly  observed,  sometimes  it  is  to  behop^fi^r 
tlieir  own  sakes,  but  principally  ag  a, political 
Drdinance  by  which  govemmentkeepsitseye  on 
«¥ery  individual  in  the  reaira  ;  obliging  him  at 
■tated  iDtcrvaJ»  to  emerge  from  the  deep  tor- 
Dent  of  Russian  population  and  bear  vituess.of 
Jiis  existence.  No  one  can  elude  these  cereme- 
■lies,  for  no  young  lady  caji  marry  without  the 
paetor's  certificate  of  cunfirmntion  and  Lord's 
Supper,  and  no  young  man  can  obtain  hi? 
passport  for  foreign  travel  without  the  same: 
and  thu»,  in  point  of  fact,  these  sacred  inslitu- 
dona  are  considered  afl  m^re  forms  of  law.  This 
stfannvs  alw  much  business  and  responsibility 
dntu  Oie  pastor's  hands,  wliicjj  be^ns  yrith  the 
iith  of  every  individual  in  his  perish,,  .of  nluch 
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he  has  to  report  not  only  the  day»  but  the  hour, 
— rather  a  difficult  proceeding,  considering  the 
peasants  have  no  clocks.  It  consequently  hap- 
pens that  peasant-children  are  invariably  bom 
at  sunrise,  noon,  or  sunset;  a  circumstance 
which  has  given  rise  to  inquiries  in  some  over- 
zealous  understrappers  why  it  is  that  the  pea- 
sant-ladies bless  their  lords  at  these  three  periods 
of  the  day,  and  no  other  ! 

The  clergy,  of  which  there  is  only  one  order, 
is  here  ordained  by  three  fellow-pastors — ^the 
livings  being  in  the  gift  of  the  landed  proprie- 
tors of  the  Kirchspiel,  before  whom,  like  many 
of  our  dissenters,  the  various  candidates  preach 
for  preference,  and  are  elected  according  to 
their  happy  choice  of  a  sermon.  Altogether 
the  form  of  religion  here  established  is  as  ineffi- 
cient and  unsound  as  might  be  expected  from 
its  present  utter  political  insignificance  and  past 
troublous  history,  which,  as  affecting  both 
upper  and  lower  classes  most  importantly, 
{X>ssesses  much  interest. 

In  ancient  times  the  Estonians  worshipped 
almost  as  many  gods  as  there  were  objects  in 
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nature  and  aima  in  life.  Tliey  had  gods  of  the 
Bun  and  moon,  gods  of  fishing  and  hunting, 
gods  of  good  harvests,  and  gods  of  good  jour- 
neys ;  at  the  same  tirae,  agreeably  to  tiie  theo- 
logy of  all  nations,  they  had  a  superior  and 
inTisible  deity  called  Jummal,  which  name  was 
transferred  to  the  god  of  Christianity,  and  has 
descended  to  the  present  day — Jummal  aga,  or 
God  be  with  you,  being  the  universal  mode  of 
aalutation  and  farewell,  and  the  first  distinct 
sentence  a  stranger  retains  among  the  quick 
babble  of  their  gentle  language.  The  primeval 
attempts  to  win  them  over  from  idolatry  were 
Accompanied  with  great  selfishness  and  cruelty. 
The  Danes  were  the  first  to  disgust  them  with 
the  equivocal  blessings  of  their  mode  of  Chris- 
tianity, and  it  is  no  wonder  that  the  simple 
idolaters  had  as  little  relish  for  the  unexplained 
God  of  their  invaders  as  for  the  heavy  tribute 
by  which  they  announced  his  presence.  Con- 
tented with  their  unexpeusive  deities  of  forest 
and  deli,  they  resisted  to  the  utmost ;  only  de- 
claring themselves  converts  after  their  huts 
were  razed,  their  land  plundered,  and  their  best 
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hnntera  Blifiii ;  Tolapain'^  theTnoiniifiUbeir  Mw 
brethren's  backa  ■were  turned,  ind  tevesiging 
tbeniBtlves'byd&ring^  piracies  in'thft  Otilf  and 
retorts  of  a  more  positive  nature  tipou  the 
coast  of  OeDinarli.  Again  and  again  did  lh« 
Daiie£  rctura  to  enforce  ttui  dreaded  piitiishmebt 
of  ChTistjanitT,  aud  compel  the  imwiilidg  flock 
to  a  blood^aioed  told ;  carrying  otf  even 
ebildreDas  hosta^B  for  the  parentb'  continu- 
ance in  the  profession  of  Christianity  :  till, 
growing-  cuimiog  witli  oppression,  the  Esto- 
nians not  imfreijaeutly  held  out  the  volmitiay 
endurance  of  biiptism  as  a  bribe,  gaining  time 
whilst  thus  employed  for  a  stronger'  party  to 
fall  upon  their  peraecntore  witli  more  deadly 
eHbct.  At  length  in  1 170  the  Danes  betliought 
tliemselves  of  appointing  a '  biebop,  by  ntUfte 
Fiilko,  m  Estonia,  or,  according  Co  utiier  ac^ 
counts,  a  legate  from  Pope  Akixaoder  III. 
But  the  whole  embryo  dioceSe  mutinied,  and 
{julko  ta  believed  never  to  have  put  foot  on 
Eetouian  suiL  For  the  proposed  afl'ront  abp 
thi^  Estonians  revenged  themselves  by  breaking 
iutb  &wedeuv  Inytng  waste  the  bishoprio,  and 
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Bwrd^cing the  bishop  oiCUpeala.  Aided  how-' 
eWTiby  the  LiTooious  on  the  opposite  side, 
ihm  lUnder  Ihe  dominion  of  the  Swerilriaier 
T-«u  order  of,  Ijivouian  knights— the  Danes  at 
IiiDgtb^stAhUdhed  tlieir  po^ver.andtbe  Estonians 
thtu  betwetiu  twufices^  were  fain  to  submitto  the 
jfultift  ofttiVeral  Roman  Catholic  biE)hop»,  whose 
rieaideact^s,  oj^  whieb  many  rnias  still  remain, — 
one  witii  tjie  significant  name  of  Fegfeuer,  or 
Purgatory— ^WCTe  the  first  fortresses  t-rected  in 
iJie  land,  and  who  eufbrce<l  thoir  persuasions 
by  wvU-arnicd  garfiiWDs.  All  liberty  was  now 
«V«r  witii  the  poor  Etitonians.  To  theae  ees 
fn&rt  added  convents  and  mouafiterics,  and  tlie 
'irhole  catHloglie.'  of'  extortion,  rapacity^  and 
firime  of  the  i|t>apQl  dominion,  here  seen  in 
slroiiger  coioora  from  the  utter  want  of  civil- 
iwtiuiii  The  motto  of  each  superior  was  to 
Ittv^t  all  he  Cdiildi  aud  keep  ae  he  best  might ; 
»iul  8oun  the  bishops,  and  their  alliee  thfe 
ikfiigbts,  full  out,  and  it  not  unfrcquently  hap- 
Ithat,  returning  from  helpiug  or  spoiling 
r-prelate,  or  from  telling  a  tale  of  com 

I^dnntat  the  cuurt  of  Rome,  the  bishoj^i  hnd 
K  3 


had 
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the  mortification  of  finding  his  castle  plundered 
and  burnt,  or  the  standard  of  the  order  floating 
from  its  towers,  while  the  knights  snapped  their 
fingers  at  the  papal  bull,  for  Rome  was  a  long 
way  oflP,  and  the  diocesans  were  very  indifierent 
about  the  matter  as  long  as  they  had  no  heavier 
tribute  to  pay. 

Under  these  circumstances  it  is  not  surpris- 
ing that  the  Estonians  did  not  progress  in 
religious  knowledge ;  being  very  alert  in  pur- 
chasing indulgences  at  small  prices  on  St. 
Peter's  Eve  and  St.  John's  Eve,  but  in  secret 
returning  to  the  gods  of  their  forefathers  by 
many  a  secluded  rock  or  lonely  lake.  The  re- 
ligion of  the  higher  classes  we  need  not  inquire 
into,  or  we  might  be  tempted  to  prefer  the  sim- 
ple hind,  who  was  made  the  beast  of  burden 
both  of  clergy  and  laity,  and  who  in  his  idola- 
try had  at  all  events  the  sentiment  of  antiquity 
on  his  side. 

Meanwhile  time  was  advancing,  and  as  early 
as  1524  the  new  doctrines  of  Luther  first  began 
to  be  known.  Fortunately  at  this  time  the 
Master  of  the  Order,  under  which  Estonia  and 
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Livonia  were  now  united,  M"as  one  Wnlter  vnii 
Pletlcnberg,  afterwards  Prince  of  the  German 
Empire,  an  enlightened  man,  who  endeavoured 
Id  mitigate  the  condition  of  tlie  peasants,  and 
wring  some  humane  ordinances  from  their  mas- 
ters. He  was  himself  favourable  to  the  creed, 
and  it  spread  rapidly  among  the  lower  orders; 
not,  however,  from  any  conviction  of  the  supe- 
riority of  this  new  form  of  worship,  but  from 
an  utter  and  constantly  mitintained  indifl'erence 
to  the  old,  and  an  apathy  to  all  inquiry  arising 
from  their  helpless  state  of  servitude.  The 
Reformation  in  Estonia  was  conducted  without 
any  signal  disturbance ;  some  of  the  Catholic 
bishops  squared  their  consciences  to  the  times; 
others  were  fortunate  enough  to  sell  their 
bishoprics  to  the  King  of  Sweden  ;  while  others, 
who  resisted,  had  their  claims  treated  with  for- 
bearance. Some  time,  however,  elapsed  before 
the  peasantry  reaped  any  benefit.  Preachers  of 
the  new  religion  were  there,  but  generally  un- 
aoquainted  with  the  Estonian  language,  and, 
when  pastors  better  versed  arose,  the  poor  sert* 
ftoon  dis4M)vered  that  the  old  enemy  had  only 
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iletiHiiediimdera'oevrfaoec  Te^igunis  7iastnia^ 
tioD  nviks  as  far  tiromthsm  as  eyer';-^e  paatois 
lod  TDost  di^epiitabls  lives,  pending  their <{a.js 
in  jaiimeyiiig  ham  -one  jovial  table  tu  anotbcs, 
and  were  elected  by  iIk - Ltrndet^^deii ^ot 
uahiUty.Ai  tlie  land,  who  beldthen,  «s  tbe^' do 
HOW,  t!ie  church  property  in  their  Irands,  witb* 
out  aiiy reference  to  previous  studyor  capacity. 
MoaDwhile^lternute  olvil  war  and  pestilence 
droveseven  these  from  their  abodes,  aiul  the  serfs 
condition  was  more  miserable  than  ever.  It  is 
true  Luther  sent  a  pastor  to  Revalwitlia  lettdi 
of  TecommeDdiilioa  written  by  himself  and 
Melancthun,' which  still  exists  in  the  chorch 
archives,'  but  Reval  was  a  distinct  colony,  and 
bad no'.induebee  beyond  its  ttalls;  As  lefie 
t-vcn  as-  1064  eoioe  [lensanta  tflideavoured  to 
rev*ivQ  tJie  worsliip  of  their  ancient  deities  ;  and 
theik-  old  Psgan  sabbath,  theTharaday.  ia.  still 
beid  liuly  by  manyciv-' 1^ --Mil  .■il<>dii  ■..ItiiMij  I 
.I'io  3hort'~ibr.  I  thitik).ydUi>naiBbifcbBiia£  oijr 
Iwaientable. church  history'>^DOt  ttBtil'  Esb6iiu 
was  sufciy  gathored  nhder  tite  HuE^usjeptre 
vnu  timre   any    regular  suceessiou  of  church 


a/naroai 
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ministry  v«uio«  wbo)^  the  establidhnielith  such 
OB  h  is,  has  be^i  mamtained  in  outTraFd  peace 
and  order ;  the  peasants  have  heea  instructed, 
and  are  become  the  zealous  church  goers.  Lide* 
Kribe.  ■  So  mHch  for  the  peasantT}!.  ■',-  '..  i| 
'  But  now,  if  we  look  at  the  higher  dasseSi  we 
find  tliem  exactly  in  that  relation  to  an  iueignifi- 
cant,  pDvertyrstricken  diurch,  whose  ministers 
are  as  much  beneath  theoi  tn  birth  as  in  inoonK, 
w  might  be  tapected.  The  pastore  are  re- 
tftttedvtextrdsing  a  wholesome  restraiut  over 
IbeibwetoK^kTB,  4(  whicli  the  upper  onea  reap 
the  8i»ciai'  benefit,  are  received  with  a  proud 
bindiifif  icondeeoensioa  at  the  table  of  tbe 
CouDtor  Bamn;  and  in  tlicir  turn  forbear  all 
nmoa&lrnnce  ugatust  the  widely  e])readiQg 
raiioDalisra  which  infects  the  nobility,  and  of 
triucb  in  truth  they  themselves,  in  the  capacity 
4>f:faraiLy  tutors,  are  too  frequently  the  iDStiliers; 
Upou  tlif  whole,  here  seems  as  great  a  need  for 
die  bitroduotionof CliiistJanily  as  ever;  and, 


OMild'  l>uther  rise  from   his 


grave, 


he  would 


fimi  tbeiBiblti  as  stricUiy  banished  from  this 
porlion  of acommuaitypn^eEsiB^hisdoctriaee 
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as  in  the  worst  times  of  papal  policy.  Thus  it 
is  that  the  Lutheran  religion,  as  established  in 
these  provinces,  is  a  standing  memorial  of  a 
reformation  which,  in  its  hurry  to  throw  oflF 
the  errors  of  the  old  system,  has  sacrificed  also 
its  truths,  and  a  glaring  instance  of  the  ineffici- 
ency of  a  church  unendowed  with  wealth,  con- 
sequence, or  dignity,  among  a  class  where  such 
qualities  are  held  in  high  estimation — and 
where  are  they  not  ?  For  to  what  else  can  we 
attribute  an  indifference  on  the  subject  of 
revealed  religion  in  a  country  which  can  as 
little  boast  a  philosopher  as  it  can  a  martyr  ? 

But  to  return  to  the  peasant.  Beyond  his 
strict  adherence  to  his  church  we  can  find  but 
little  interesting  in  his  character  ;  nor  indeed 
is  it  fair  to  look  for  any,  excepting  perhaps  that 
of  servile  obedience  or  cunning  evasion,  among 
a  people  so  long  oppressed  as  the  Estonian. 
How  far,  however,  the  influence  of  external 
circumstance  is  answerable  for  this  is  fully 
proved  by  the  two  distinct  aspects  which  are 
to  be  found  among  the  peasantry.  On  those 
estates — including    unfortunately    by  far   the 
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part  of  the  province — which  suffer  a  con- 
'staa't  exchange  of  proprietors,  and  where  no  feel- 
ings of  attachment  between  master  and  peasant 
have  time  to  take  rot>t,  or  where  feelings  of  an 
opposite  nature  are  engendered  by  harsh  and 
arbitrary  treatment,  we  find  the  peasant  a  dull 
brute  indeed  ;  insensible  to  a  kindness  he  mis- 
trusts,— careless  of  improvemeot^m  provident 
as  the  Irishman,  without  his  wit — and  phleg- 
matic as  tiie  German,  without  his  industry. 
Rather  than  work  bej'ond  the  minimum  of  his 
necessary  Corveage,  he  will  starve.  Provided  he 
can  have  a  pipe  in  his  moudi,  and  lie  sleeping 
at  the  bottom  of  his  cart,  while  liis  patient  wife 
driven  the  willing  little  rough  horse,  or,  what 
is  more  frequent,  while  the  latter  will  go  right 
of  itself,  he  cares  little  about  an  empty  stomach. 
Ofler  him  wages  for  his  labour,  and  he  will 
teil  vou,  with  the  dullest  bumpkin  look,  that 
if  he  works  more  he  must  eat  more ;  and  the 
fitble  of  the  belly  and  the  members  has  here  n 
different  termination  to  what  it  had  in  our 
young  days.     On  the  other  hand,  on  those  few 

which  have  been  occupied  lor  several 


generationajby  th«  ^9iQ&iawiIy,  the  peasaj^^ 
apptiar  invariaUy  au '  -active,  jodustriuue,,  aodj 
proaptiivufl  aot — attached  to  their  lord, -andi 
iageiiiouR  in  varioys  trades.  So  much,  for  the, 
law  of  primogaiiture ;— a  doctrine  here  hardlyi 
better  understood  than  th«  apoatoHc  »ucce»6iDa.i 
Bub  whB:t  can,  a  people  l^now  of  real  iBdepcDd-; 
eace,  living  thu&  twpfold  under  foreign  nibjep-? 
tiou7  In  hi»  very  crimen  tlie  £stouiaa  is,  ft, 
coward ;  he  seldom  .geta  l:ieyoud  pilfering,  sipdi 
here  makes  a  ciyrioufl  <li9tinction^-Togardiag. 
it  as  uocriitie  to  steal  tliat  which  canuot  »quaak 
or.bitsit  in  its  wwu  defence.  Thus  a 'pig  or  A 
sheep  would  be  the  height  of  iniquity,  while  a^ 
Kiinimet  of  com,' ov  an  E'tmer  of  bran4y^ .^i^, 
very  venial  sins.  Other  criiues.lfe  fi^,  f«tf^ 
and  murder  is  unknown.  The  penal  list  of 
tliia  last  year  offers  only  eighty-seven  misde- 
meanors in  a  population  of  above  three  hundred 
thousand  peasants,  and  five  of  these  cuuaisl 
merely  in  travelling  without  u  pass|K)rt.  Id 
this  respect  also  the  Estonian's  conscience  is 
so  tender  that  the  legislature  allows  no  pu- 
nishment to  be  enforced  till  u  voluntary  coufes- 
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sfoi^'  hfta  beeu  made — w^ll  knowing  that  no 
Estonim  c^n'  h^  long  -witliout  making  a  clean 
breast.'  'Nof  sohis  lofty  and  lively  neighbour, 
the  Ru9^tin;  whose  legi&latare  might  whistle 
forhffl  voluritfit-yboiifesston.  Serf  though  he  be, 
be  is  ft  very  Saracen  in  independence  ;  and  his 
list  of  crimes  would  make  a  \nld  Newgate 
Cftlendar.  '  The  same  conscientiousness,' how- 
ever, which  openfe  the  Estonian's  heart  under 
aieiiseof  deliuquency,  steels  it  in  moments  of 
dagger.  No  tidier  in  the  Russian  army  stands 
a'charge  better  ilmii  the coirtemued  Tc/uiekonn. 
But  uow'I  haW kept  you  standing  long  enough 
ih  the  Cold  chtirfh,  and  die  obsequious  K&*ie*fi 
or  clcrkV'WondeW  'WJikt  We  can'Se  dboVi******!! 
hJtmth'l  iiii  weary  alsdl."  '  ""'  '  ■'•  (''" 
\u  J*ii  iKunj  yiil  iiv/onJiiu  ^1  rjlium  hiui 
-oiieim  nyvM-'^liijiifl  yUio  »iyito  i&>ir  JiutI  eiili 
JwriMludaemllavodBloaoiliiluqoq  ji  uierouaaui 
lKisno9  desdl  to  svft  hrui  .elnou^q  ba««iodi 
"pX  Jio<|t£Rq  a  jiiudiiv  ^oiUtjvsiJ  ni  -(^Isidai 
uDOubutoa  r'noinof&S  mIj  ocIm  iviK^am  t.'uU 
iq  on  «wollit  '/uilal«r^vl  9(fl   Isdj  i^hnsJ  •« 
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LETTER  THE  TENTH. 

Similarity  between  old  England  and  Estonia — Frequent 
transfer  of  estates — ^The  Credit- Casse — History  of  M.  de 
Berg — ^The  Ritterschafl — ^The  Land-Tag — Preparations 
for  removal  to  Reval — Winter  travelling  costume  of  a 
child— Journey — Reval. 

Before  my  acquaintance  with  Estonia  com- 
menced, I  had  in  my  ignorance  imagined  the 
love  and  habit  of  a  country  residence  to  be 
exclusively  confined  to  our  own  favoured  land, 
where  a  sturdy  race,  attached  to  the  pleasures 
of  the  country,  and  scorning  the  dissipation 
and  dependence  of  the  court  and  capital,  has 
ever  existed.  France  has  no  country  ge^itlemen 
— Germany  none — Italy  none.  It  is  therefore 
the  more  pleasing  to  see  the  life  of  our  old- 
fashioned  country  gentry  somewhat  imaged 
in  that  of  the  present  Estonian  noblesse  ; — the 
same  attention  to  agricultural  pursuits — the 
same  local  importance — the  same  discharge  of 
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the  magisterial  duties  whicli  a  country  life 
imposes — and  the  game  huspitality  to  all  around 
them ;  equally  as  brave  when  their  bravery  is 
required,  equally  as  slothful  while  peaceful 
occasion  permits.  If  we  could  but  add  attach- 
ment to  a  church,  the  right  of  primogeniture, 
and  a  sense  of  independence — the  three  primary 
colours,  it  is  true,  of  this  picture — the  likeness 
would  be  complete.  Perhaps  a  habit  ofgrum- 
bliug  at  the  government  might  be  quoted  as 
anottier  item  of  similarity — the  peg  whereon 
tlie  Estonians  hang  their  yet  well-lined,  but 
somewhat  threadbare,  nationality.  For,  though 
the  Russian  sceptre  is  the  first  under  wliich  they 
have  enjoyed  the  blessings  of  peace  and  order, 
yet  a  regular  catalogue  of  prosy  murmurs  is 
indulged  in,  which  must  be  considered  rather 
as  a  welcome  topic  in  a  somewhat  barren  6eld 
of  conversation  than  as  any  symptom  of  dis- 
affectiou,  for  no  subjects  in  die  Empire  have 
■proved  themselves  more  brave  and  loyal  when 
put  to  the  test. 

.     Tlie  province  of  Estonia  is  divided  into  about 
Ired  estates,  where  the  sin  of  absenteeism 
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i9  rare,  for  the  landholder  ^nerally  lives  on 
his  own  property,  and  devotes  himself  to  ita 
superintend  en  ce.  In  old  times  this  was  little 
more  than  nominal— wants  were  fewer,  the 
population  scantier,  and  competition  unknown; 
and  frequently  the  landholder  let  one-half  of 
his  estate  lie  fallow  or  unredeemed, — a  custom 
not  quite  obsolete  yet, — fidly  satisfied  with  the 
ample  return  of  the  rest.  Now,  however,  tui 
increasing  pleutifulness  of  money  having 
brought  down  the  rate  of  interest,  and  the 
Introduction  of  new  systems  having  excited  m 
slight  d^ree  of  competition,  woods  are  stumped 
up — new  land  cleared — the  peasantry',  who  are 
mucli  more  ignorant  of  their  own  rights  than 
their  masters,  drained  of  their  resources,  or,  if 
the  estate  be  in  more  enlightened  hands,  extra 
labour  is  engaged  for  wages;  while  some  of 
the  younger  nobility,  who  have  travelled  to 
their  own  profit,  are  slowly  recurring  to  the 
aid  of  science  to  supply  the  deficiency  of  hands. 
One  evil,  however,  attending  this  increased 
activity  is  the  incessant  transfer  of  estates  I 
have    alluded     to.      Money   cannot    ciruulate 
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Ihrwigh  teiif^waaj  hantU  for  the'  public  ^dod, 
kind  tiurtAigh  too  (ew :  therefore,  the  barter 
of  ^eee  imnicose  estates— some  of  them  em- 
bracing  as  much  as  a  hundred  equane  m']\fi»  of 
tOTritori*.  which  is  iuoked  upon  in  tlie  hght  of 
i  speculatioQ  in  n'hich  all  are  eager  to  en'- 
gkge,  and  for  which  but  few  possesa  tJl^ 
BCJceflsa^' capital— fJK  a  great  disadvantage  to 
the  clawes  beneafh  tbem,  and  a  very  question- 
able benefit  lo  their  own.  For  at  best,  if  the 
estate' prow  pnifit^ible  and  the  debts  incurred 
mtit  be  defrayed,  the  death  of  the  proprietor, 
ind  tlie  necessity  of  dividing  the  propertyi 
duow  it  again  into  the  market.  It  canno< 
be  sak),  bowewi',  tfcat  the  wholesome  system  of 
ft  monopoiy  o("  land  h  wholly  unknown;  for 
about  three  entailed  estates,  Majwats  Gutter,  as 
they  are  called,-  exist  in  Estonia,  ami  wi^ 
maAirdst  advantage  to  the  families  themselves, 
arid  to  orery  oIobs  of  peasantry  upon  them. 
' :  The  Emperor — ^avIio  doubtlesB  foresees  the 
bopclessnesfl  of  rearing  a  middle  claas,  or  of 
krCanniiig  tlie  higher,  imti)  the  waste  branches 
of' 4  most  prolific  nobilhry  be  forced  ituoanidv^ 
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active  sphere,  and  all  the  strength  and  con- 
sequence of  the  family  thrown  into  one  leading 
head — is  greatly  in  favour  of  entailed  estates ; 
and  report  speaks  of  a  new  and  higher  patent 
of  nobility  projected  for  those  whose  means 
and  good  sense  may  equally  induce  them  to 
found  these  strongholds  of  national  prosperity. 
And,  being  in  his  imperial  person  greatly  the 

gainer  by  this  incessant  shifting  of  land for  on 

each  fresh  purchase  of  an  estate  a  tax  amount- 
ing to  four  per  cent,  upon  the  whole  sum  paid, 
called  a  Poschlin,  reverts  to  the  crown — there 
can  be  no  question  of  the  disinterestedness  of 
his  Majesty's  desire.  In  order  to  evade  this 
tax,  estates  were  formerly  pledged  for  the  ^rm 
of  ninety-nine  years,  but  this  subterfiige  is  now 
only  availing  for  nine  years,  not  renewable,  at 
the  expiration  of  which,  unless  the  sale  be 
ratified  and  his  Majesty's  Poschlin  discharged, 
the  contract  is  considered  void. 

An  interesting  instance  of  this  kind  occurred 
recently  here. — A  widow  and  four  children, 
left  in  circumstances  unusually  limited,  were 
reduced  to  the  necessity  of  selling  a  favourite 
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estate  which  tlieir  family  had  occupied  for 
centuries — and,  furtliermore,  atatime  most  dis- 
advantageous for  the  sale  of  landed  property. 
Tliruugh  successive  years  and  altemutious  of 
fortune,  the  remembrance  of  their  dearly-loved 
home  was  cherished,  as  of  a  paradise,  whence 
poverty,  not  sin,  had  driven  them.  At  tlte 
expiration  of  nine  years  the  purchaser,  a  strange 
opinionated  man,  was  warned  to  pay  his  Poach- 
£n  ;  a  tenth  elapsed,  and  an  eleventh  began, 
when  government  interfered,  the  trustees  of  the 
fcmily  stepped  forward,  and  the  lone  widow, 
whose  worldly  circumstances  had  prospered  in 
the  interim,  and  her  children,  now  grown  to 
man  and  woman's  estate,  resumed  their  family 
residence  with  feelings  not  to  be  described. 

Ill  consequence  of  a  great  depression  of  the 
agricultural  interest— for  Estonia  lias  known 
her  years  of  panic  as  well  as  ourselves — and  the 
absence  of  the  necessary  capital  to  weather 
tliese  bad  times,  the  market  was  at  one  time 
attsolutely  drugged  with  a  numl>er  of  noble 
eBtatee,  whicli  went  begging  for  purchasers. 
To  counteract  an   evil    which    threatened  the 
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fiirmbd,  whidb,  assisted  by  a  loaa  from  govero- 
m6nt,  advanced  money  in  the  form  of  a  niiwfr- 
g«gie,  at  fivi>  per  cent,  to  ereiy  needy  iandhdde^. 
ThiB  plan  was  attended  with  euoh  distil 
benefit  to  the  country,  that  soon  thfcj 
fJaste,  OS  itiB  termed,  liad  claims  U}tonnhliMt 
eVery  estate  in  tiie  prcn'^ince,  and  itself  boug^ 
np  thoBe  estates  which  otherwise  might  haire 
ikllen,at  one-third  of  their  value,  into  the  hands 
of  adventurers  or  foreigners.  In  most  caHsthfe 
mortgage  is  still  retainedi  as  allowing  tfad 
mand  of  a  surplus  capital  to  improve  the  es^te, 
or  otJienviee  to  speculate  with,  and  also- 
offering  a  facility  of  sale.  Meanwhile,  itlife 
bank  itself  has  proved  a  most  proqioYna 
undertaking,  and  thus,  holding  every  eMato 
more  or  less  in  its  grasp,  presents  a  oeOtre.irf 
stability  which  no  cnenaL  bad  season  can  overf 
throtr.  More  than  once  has  it  been  moo^ 
sererfely  tried,  especially  under  the  goventmenl 
of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander,  who  advanced 
it  a  million  of  silver  roubles,  at  a  time  vfaen  tU 
cnrrent  value  of  this  coin  did  not>-'ew«Mk  t*4 
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wmblcs|npeT;'  engaging  bie  imperial  word' that 
•on  Tq>ayineirt  the  silver  rouble  should  be 
■tecepted  at  the  same  rate  of  value.  In  a  few 
yean  the  silver  rouble  mounted  to  four  roubles 
Ipaper,  when,  to  the  consternation  of  tiie  Credit 
^Oflse,  the  government  exacted  full  value.  The 
iRMerschaJI  tried  every  measure  to  obtain 
justicG — was  referred  from  the  sovereign  to  the 
fntnister,  from  the  minieter  to  the  aenate— and 
at  len^h  dismissed  with  tlie  admonitioB  of 
ha\'iog  "  carried  their  petition  to  impertinence," 
«nd  Estonia  was  obliged  to  pay. 
,  Tliis  excellent  institution  was  mainly  sug- 
gested and  founded  by  an  individual  to  whom 
41  strange  course  of  mislbrtune  has  since  given 
«n  additional  celebrity.  M.  de  Berg  was  a 
noble  of  large  landed  property,  high  in  repute, 
ftnd  holding  some  of  the  chief  offices  of  the 
province.  Being  on  a  visit  to  Petersburg,  this 
gentleman  was  requested  by  a  merchant  there, 
carr\-iQg  on  a  considerable  business  with  Reval 
In  the  brandy-trade,  to  take  charge  of  a  very 
lai]ge  sam  due  to  a  bouse  at  Reval.  To  tliis 
b*  awtsited,  and  lefi  Petersburg  with  the 
rot.  I.  L 
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money  in  his  possession.  Arriving  in  Beyily 
upon  application  being  made  by  the  creditor^ 
M.  Berg,  to  the  astonishment  of  all  partie8» 
simply  and  solenmly  ayerred  that  the  sum  in 
question  was  no  longer  in  his  hands,  and  that, 
though  his  utter  ruin  and  disgrace  must  ensue, 
nothing  should  induce  him  to  account  for  its 
disappearance.  The  news  of  this  most  strange 
declaration  from  one  of  her  most  trusted  mem- 
bers burst  like  a  thunderclap  through  the  pro* 
vince,  and  such  was  the  horror  felt  by  his  fellow* 
nobles  that  the  money  was  replaced  in  a  few 
hours.  Time  was  allowed  him,  and  the  per- 
suasions of  his  family  and  friends  resorted  to^ 
to  elicit  the  truth ;  but  he  merely  repeated  iba 
same  tale,  acknowledged  his  position  in  its  fall 
light,  and  was  otherwise  silent.  The  sale  of 
his  fine  estates  now  followed — his  name  was 
struck  off  the  roll  of  matriculated  nobility^ 
himself  degraded  from  all  his  posts,  and  reduced 
with  his  family  to  Ae  utmost  indigence.  This 
happened  thirty  years  ago,  and  the  individual 
in  question,  now  just  eighty  years  of  age,  having 
never  deviated  from  the  course  of  rectitude 
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irhich  characterised  him  before  hia  disgrace, 
h&s  gradually  regained   the  esteem  and  con- 
fldence  of  his  fellow-nobility.    But  the  mysten^  I 
lliiich  cost  him  so  dear  remains  with  him,  noJi 
will  it  be  disclosed  until  after  his  death. 

The  Ritterschaft,  or  senate,  consists  of  the 
ft>llected  matriculated  nobility  of  this  province 
- — each  landholder  among  them  having  a  vote 
— at  the  head  of  whom  is  a  dignitary  elected  by 
Ac  body,  called  the  liitterschaflH-Hauptmami, 
or,  as  it  is  termed  in  French,  le  Marechal  de 
la  No6/e»se—an  office  of  great  antiquity—^ 
whose  functions  continue  for  three  years,  and 
eoDsisl  in  maintaining  the  rights  of  the  body, 
iu  presenting  petitions  to  the  crown,  and  in 
entering  into  contracts  with  the  same  for  the 
sale  of  their  home  commodities,  which,  such  as 
brandy  and  com,  are  lx)Ught  up  by  the  crowu 
Itself,  &c.  To  hear  therefore  a  statement  of 
his  administration,  to  receive  the  resignation 
of  the  old  Rittorschafts-Hauptmann,  and  to 
place  the  staff  of  honour  in  the  hands  of  a  new 
one  elected  from  among  themselves— to  fill  up 
the  gap  which  death  may  have  occasioned  in  a 
L  2 


Jjffice  is  for  life — to  reappoint  tlieeleveK  /fa^eh* 
richters,  an  active  magistnic}'  for  the  diflemit 
districts  of  Estonia,  also  renevVable  eve^ 
tliree  years,— in  short,  to  attend  to  a  rast  nuinb^t 
of  matters  Connected  with  their  internal  adihi^s- 
tiration,^  so-called  Land-Tag  (a  miofitilrie 
representation  of  the  ancient  Gcrtoan  Ret^i 
Tag,  where  princes  and  bishops  of  the  Efepfifi 
presided,  and  feovereigns  were  elected)  fS  helfl 
trifnnially  in  the  mondi  of  February  m'TfaVtiR 
On  this  occasion  all  the  noTjility  flock  Ihftti^, 
and  the  little  capital  bet'orheS  ^e'  beltitK 
equally  of  anmsement  and  business:  'THc^tft^^ 
sent  Tebruary  bring;ing  witH  it  a  j-eicillferi«f'-*t 
this  Laiid-Tag,  -we  all  prepared  to  irtthdrtf'^ 
Il^val."  "■■'  '■'■    "■'" 

'  Tliese  rembWls  are '  n6  slight  uhdiertakiiigsi 
Provision  has  to  ?>e  taken  for thbse'whoi'^.SilJ 
provTsi6b  pbrtioned  but  for  fhoSe  whff  maji 
Tlie  hayloft,  the  cellar,  th*  iardierr  itjid '^ 
dairy  have  all  bo  Ttie  tratisprtrted,  *md  the  vHisei^ 
robe,  important  aS  itmay  be,  becOtriW  aTci^ 
minor  Wmisidferation'.    Therrcfore,  peasittits  Kn*  { 


well-^tQjB^ipsrtaare  sent  beforehand  to  creep 
4t.a  a^U's  pace  ,to  ,Reval ;  aervauta  that  Qan 
be  spared  ^j^  deeiiatched  to  m^ke  all  ready  ;  and 
lastly,  thfi  Her^sch(j/'t^,oT  family,  tff  the  Seigneuyj 

J>r«^rO  tfO  follp>Vt,,    ,,,,;:..-._,  ,,J, 

. ,  Ou  tjje  evening  of  tlie  20tii  of  February,  N.^,, 
all  the  juvenile  portiou  of  the  family  were  (^on^ 
figned.to  rest  at , an  earlier  hour  tlian  usual,  and 
t>y,  aif  p'clock  the  next  morning  little  eyes  were 
ffidc  avake,  and  little,  limbs  in  lull  motion,  by  the 
dickering  candle'^  light — in  everybody's  way 
a^,  long  aa  they  were  not  wanted,  and  nowhere 
p^ha  found  when  they  were.  At  length  the  little 
fl0ck.  ,w?re  aJi  aasicmblcd,  and,  having  been  well 
iined  insjde  by  a  migratory  kind  of  breakfast, 
the  outer  prooess  began.  This  is  conducted  some- 
what on  the  same  principle  as  the  building  of  a 
bousQ— the  foundations. being  fiUed  with  rather 
fubbi^y  materials,  over  which  a  Brjn  structure 
i^ifesf^f  First  c^me  a  large  cotton  han.d- 
Jtfrchjef-:rthea«  pelisse,  three  years  too shortTT- 
i^l^^  a,  fadud  coB(fortablc  of  papa's,  and  then 
^,  fi]4  C4p|i(i^iire  qf  mamma's,  ^hich  latter  was 
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and  tied  firmly  behind.  •  iNi9w.e9€h>(j|]iy  hud 
was  carefiilly.  sealed  with  Bs  many  .paixa  of 
gloves  as  could  be  gat^red .  together  fiw  the 
occasion, — one  hand  (for  the  nurBemaidB  aie  moi 
very  particular)  being  not  seldom  more  liehly 
endowed  in  this  respect  than  its  fellow.  The 
same  process  is  applied  to  the  little  feet^  wliich 
swell  to  miadiapen  dtoinps  beBeath  u  aequmii^ 
lation  of  under-socks  and  oyer-soeks,  under^ 
shoes  and  over-boots,  and  are  finally  swaUowed 
up  in  huge  worsted  stockings  which  embrace 
all  the  drawers^  short  petticoats^  ends  of  handi* 
kerchiefe,  comfortables^  and  shawls  they  eaa 
reach,  and  are  generally  gartered  in  some  in^ 
comprehensible  fashion  round  the  waist.  But 
mark  I — ^this  is  only  the  foundation.  Now 
comes  the  thidkly-wadded  winter  pelisse,  of 
silk  or  merinos,  with  bands  and  ligatures  whidi 
instantly  bury  themselves  in  the  depthe  of  the 
surrounding  hillocks,  till  within  the  case  of 
clothes  before  you,  which  stands  like  a  roU* 
pudding  tied  up  ready  for  the  boiler,  no  ose 
would  suspect  the  slender  skipping  sprite  that 
your   little  finger  can  lift  with  ease.    Aiid 
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lastly,  all  ihis  is  enveloped  in  the  little  jaunty 
silk  ilokk,  whicb  festens  readily  enough  ronnd 
the  neck  on  ordinary  occasions,  but  now 
refuees  to  meet  by  the  breadth  of  a  hand,  and 
J8  made  secure  by  a  worsted  boa  of  every  bright 
colour. 

Is-  this  all  ?  No — wait.  I  have  forgotten 
the  pretty  clustering  locked  head,  and  rosy 
dimpled  face;  and  in  truth  they  were  so  lost  in 
the  mountains  of  wool  and  wadding  around  as 
to  befairly  overlooked.  Here  a  handkerchief 
IB'  bound  round  the  forehead,  and  another 
down  each  cheek,  just  skirting  the  nose,  and 
alluwiog  a  small  triangular  apace  for  sight  and 
Teeiiiradon — talking  had  better  not  be  attempt- 
ed— while  the  head  is  roofed  in  by  a  wadded 
hat — a  misahafJen  machine  with  soft  crown  and 
bangled  jieak,  whicb  can't  be  hurt,  and  never 
looks  in  order,  over  which  are  suspended  as 
many  veils — green,  wliite,  and  black — as 
mamma's  cast-off  stores  can  furnish,  through 
which  the  brightest  little  pair  of  eyes  in  the 
world  &tDtly  twinkle  like  stai-a  through  a  mist. 
And  now  one  touch   upseta  the  whole  mass. 
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m-Mi^e.''^"'""  'I'  ^■■''''-'''  '^-•IJ-'J.i-'  T--'^   •-^>-'!-' 

oar  Httic  iiionstrositled—out^^d^^'ittttriaM^ 
dious  covfered  sle<Jgfr^vari6tt^  jtfl^Uiieg  bf-'tli^ 
firmily  ih  afe^ttiud,  foUoWied  tfp  bj*  foaghet 
vehk4e&,  ''(idvtft^d  with  bright' Wiwiled  rtigir 
and  driven' bjf  the'diffelieflt'gfttdes  of  serv-antsj 
wlierein  sat  the  iauffl^  alitf ''tfldsely-draped 
ladyVttaaifla'^nd  feoUsetBaitfs  rf^thetstabMsfi- 
ment— Tiottofbrget  tWseigtifeui-  HhBself,  -wh*; 
wTappcd  to  the  ears,  sat  m  seUtiitfe,  "^ivfeg 
a  high-witttlcd  animal,  upon  a  sled^  bo  ^niall 
as  to  be  Viitirely  concealed  by  liis '  person,  » 
that  to  all  appearance  he  seemed  to  be  gliding 
away  upon  his'  ovn  Bikroniail  bast^,  and  A&ly 
attached  to  the  hrtr88?'by't!(eirtftl«'ui'hte'^MdJ» 
guafded  hands.  -■''"  ■!■  '  ""''  '■!'=■  ■^-''■JiMTf 
The  iray  led  ftirough  noWe'  Tvooda  of  9eotcti 
ind  sprb^'flr.'^ometimea  catching'  si^ht  of  a 
lofty  ni&Dl'sibn  6^  stone,  or  pacing  n  \<nr 
thatehed  building  oT  wood  with  riomberieM 
little  sash-windotV8,  whore  sonif?  of  the  nobles 


^ifle^jp,jriml:  Khu;li.«re,.tJM  Je)muutfs.,pf 
nfeore  simpla, times.  _  Ajod  now  "the  ,fip  jc^;^!^ 
clear  o'er  trackksa  fields  of  snow,"  and-Oiff 
aoUtary  )f>reces,^a  jijogled  menily  on,  while, 
yieldiug  tathe  lulling  sounds  of  the. bells,  oi^r 
little  I  breat^Qg  bjiuidlefi  sank,  motionless  and 
warm  into  our  laps,  and  retrieved  in  bspp; 
slumbers  t}^&^rly £$capades  of.ll^jd^.  >.,^,i^e 

J9urp!ay  38,a. lovely,  soft  clilld.  ,  ^  ,-;  -  ,,1^ 

jAfter  rfciwog  thirty  weysts  we  stopped,  at 
thfl.Ji^lf-w^  house  of  ^n  acquaintauce,  for 
here  the  willing  hospitality  of  some  brother^ 
qubtti  is  often-  substituted  for  the  miserably 
toadrside  ;ac£Oniniodatious.  This  was.  one  of 
UiOK  wooden  houses  1  liave  meutioaed,  and 
tflHnitely  uiore  pleasing  within  than  witjiout 
-^Lvidi^d  with  partitions  like  the  tray  of  ii 
work-box,  and  fitted  up  with  every  accoranio- 
datii*  ,oa  a  aniall  scale; — a  retreat  >vbich 
ioSie  QAantbitious  pair  might  prefer  to  the 
pafec^  we  h«d  quitted. ,  A^r  «.  ievf ,  hquf^' 
jK«fr  WB.st^rt*d  agai?,  wf^i^^e  same  Jwraea, 
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in  Uie  day  with  the  utmost  ease ;  and  when 
evening  was  &r  advanced  our  little  travellers 
pushed  aside  their  many-coloured  veils,  and 
peeped  at  the  lamps  with  astonished  eyes,  as 
we  clattered  up  the  steep  hill  which  led  to  our 
residence  in  Reval. 
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LETTER  THE  ELEVENTH. 


Suddcii  tr&iurormacioo  in  the  outer  raaa — HuniourB  of  the 
Land-Tag — Society  in  Reval — Peculiar  formality — 
Facility  of  divorce — Early  mnrriMge* — Baroneis  J, — 
Midonoiaelle  de  P. — M.  G— MademoiHclle  dc  V.— 
Count  M. — Baron  C.-^Beauty  of  Ectonian  women — 
General  reading — The  Adeliche  and  the  Burgerltclie — 

Theatre — Oriseldia. 

It  is  astooisbing  the  tram^formatioQ  which  this 
removal  to  town  produces  upon  the  outer  man. 
The  good,  husy,  housekeeping  soul  settles 
ioto  the  modern  woman  of  fashion  ;  the 
dressing-gowned,  alippered  country  gentleman 
brushes  up  into  the  modem  man  of  tlie  world, 
and  callei  and  balls,  theatre  aud  club-house, 
replace  the  quiet  routine  of  the  couutry  life. 
The  equipages  undergo  the  same  change.  The 
smart  town  sledge,  an  open  vehicle  of  graceful 
form,  stands  at  our  door.     The  horses  have  ex- 
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diaxx^di  ittfi^ij!  iiiust^Jeatlier  trapftinga  for  glos^ 
suite. of  tfcirriiefis,:  studded  with  tinglif  platesi*f 
brassior  «lvoi:-'  The  aoochman  hoe  dufted  .hi 
coat  of  fnaifsrgreyJur*Mie  ;(if  bishop's  jMrplel 
confined.  !%■;  aisilki-'n  belt  of  rai«bow  dyes 
which  miCTiy  e^'skndecet  waist  might euvy,  bod 
surmounted  by  a  ae^rlet  oloth«  or  blucik  beavet 
cap  ytith  silveci  taesel  and  b&nd ;  whiiei  die 
little  postiliob,'ibitHerte  a  liare*Iegged  staU»- 
boy,  eats  proudly  on^t^  foremestp^r,  a  {ler&et 
mjnJatute  lof  tht  saiaew  -  Four  horae&  ^inp^et 
are  no '  longer -seen^  for  tlteiOiifieat  outrov 
streets  of  Re^al  refose  to  admit  so  broad  aipban 
latix,  and,  excei>tiitg  «rt  the  hill^gat*,  ioU  ittii* 
veiling  equip^e*  oc.ientering  tbd  towai  are 
obliged  to  unbaro£«9'(}ue  of  tlieir  aiimber>n-not 
And  DOW  camo  the  mdrning  (iail%  and  tfaBBBW) 
feceS)  ai>d^helotig:itainds,rrhiIeja3>tiieifuat  abt 
of  duty,  we  paid  our  homagosto  the  Govattni 
and  his  lady  at  the  Cafitle^  ttIm)  king  andqaam 
it  in  Uttle  Reval.  And  then  foUoved  the  jdvif 
tations,  eoldum  given  "mori^  (liSD  two  oF.ihneti 
daya  beforeluind,  and-th«._tti(3ir))ing_andovaButg 
engagements,— for  the  two^o'clock  diniker-pttrty' 
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i^quUe'discinGtiiirom''the'>cmi'mg  amusemeDt. 
IhtMbii!  fonner  the  bufimtes-  ^  the  Laud- 
Vl^Hdv'UiscusEed^i'witb  bbservations  oit  the 
l3iitfTftittetscbafls-Hau|>tmanni'^nd  cabj^ctures 
■s'te  his'sBcces&or,!  witb  piiporte  of  some  new 
4iul  beoefioial  mea&ure,  and  energetic  desun^i^ 
stioiis  of  some  insidious' Rassian  iDtiovatif>ff, 
internuied  vith  humorous  accoimta  of  Cbe 
Uotider  of  ooe  member,  or  tliebo'eak^own  of  an-* 
•tber, — or  bow  some  yoangnoble^  never  before 
fttppo^cd-  to  wear  a  tongue,  had  Bpokcs  very 
Bucb  to  the  purpose, — or  iiow  some  <^  noblOii 
BCTOT  before  supposed  to  weaiti«-'lieart^')iitl 
ihed  tear*  of  patriotic  emotioftj  '  '■'  ■  fin!  /iJi! 
-•  The  cWef  bouses  which  receive  in  Revalare, 
jbremoMV'the  Castle  of  the  Governor,  where  a 
■niTenal  and  Constant  bo?pitalit\-  i?  maintain- 
•d ;  the'honse  of  Count  Heiden,  Port  Admiral  of 
Rurai,  of  Navarmo  celebrity,  an  honest  old 
Dutchman,  speaking  English  perfectly  well;^ 
und^vith  all  the  frankness  of  the  English  Navy  7 
UtcuU'B,  and  B»ron  Stackelb^gV 
t«l(  regularly  light  ibcir  magnificent  sa-' 
iQlMBjanA  (throw-  open  theii*  doors  once  a-we^=F 
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while  invitations  on  these  occasions  are  parsed 
round  by  word  trf  mouth,  and  not  by  any 
printed  form.  All  here  are  upon  a  perfect 
equality;  rich  aud  poor;  so  that  they  be  bur 
noble — are  bidden  alike,  aud  no  creditor  aud 
debtor  account  kept  between  those  who  invite 
and  those  wlio  accept.  Altogetlier  tlic  kindest 
feeling  pervades  the  whole  body  of  nobility,  who' 
are  all  known  and  many  related  tocach  other.- 
Osteutation  and  competition  for  fasbion  are 
unlieard  of,  though  the  strictest  fashion  is  ob-' 
served  in  dress  and  entertainments;  all  purtiei' 
arc  conducted  with  easy  court<.'»y  and  aitB' 
plicity  ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  fi-eczing  systent 
of  separation  and  formality  which  pervades  the/ 
members  of  the  society  itself,  and  which  un- 
fortunately has  not  been  left  beliind  them  to 
the  couutry,  Reval  would  be  more  attractiva- 
than  many  a  capital  ten  times  its  size.  But  ai 
L  spell  deems  to  hang  over  both  man  and  woman  t' 

H  the  best  elements  of  society  arc  at  their  di8-< 

H  posal — Splendid    rooms — e.vccllent    lighting;-— j 

H  throngs  of  atteudants — charming  muBic — and'' 

■  ihechoicestof  refreshments;  but  tbdgcudcmfls 
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occupy  6e¥eral  apartments  with  their  thronged 
oanJ-tables,  and  the  ladies  ait,  stand,  or  walk 
al)Out  the  rest,  and,  though  all  imbued  mth 
tiie  very  spirit  of  courtesy  and  good  Immour, 
it  must  be  owned,  get  at  length  a  little  tired 
of  one  another's  company.  Or,  if  sufficient 
gentlemen  can  be  seduced  from  the  whist  or 
boMou  tables  tu  form  a  dance,  the  cavalier  ab- 
stains from  fetebing  his  lady  till  the  moment  the 
music  beginfi,  and  remorselessly  casta  her  vff 
Uie  moment  it  finishes,  leaving  her  to  thread 
her  tiraid  way  through  files  of  company  to  the 
distant  comer  where  lier  chaperon  is  seated^ 
and,  once  free,  never  approaches  her  agaiUi 
Which  party  Is  in  fault  ?  It  is  hard  to  suppose 
that  Estonia's  sons  arc  either  "  so  good  or  so 
cold"  as  not  to  care  for  the  society  of  a  fair 
and  agreeable  wonaan  ;  and  it  is  equally  unjust 
to  asperse  ber  daughters  with  having  wearied 
them  of  that  which  they  have  so  little  oppor- 
tunity of  bestoiriiig.  The  ladies  impugn  the 
gentlemen,  vrho,  to  speak  candidly,  &how  no 
fhwirrtn  break  tbrongh  these  imaginary  bound- 
if  but  two  meet  in   the  same  room. 


th6^  iinrBTiahlymt  togetheiv-or  vTalktogeiJiar, 
of  sifltAe  togctteri  or  in  eomeeudi  way  iUutei 
trote  th«r  priiKipks  of  strict  decorum  ij—ni 
though  instanGes  have  ooeurrud  of  an  iDdiTiTj 
dbal'who,  betrayed  singly  into  the  iadiea' canpf  u 
wtth  no  resource  but  to  mabq  the  best  of  it» 
eiterted  so  moch  phiioaophy  ba^todeceiTetbeinq 
into  a  belief  of '  ins  having,  enjoyed  tbeir 
pany.  The  gtrttlemao  at  the  same  time  UirowBi 
the  blanTe  upon  tho  lady,  wbot  though  oaayui 
courteous,  and  communicative  toher-owBTsea* 
imnwdiately  acts  on  tlie  defensive  aa  a  gtmtifi.^ 
rfan  approaches,  and  endeaToure.  by  every  tftcitj 
meaUB  to  prockim  tliat  slie  iK  iUacceeeiU)h 
honest,  irhile,  as  he  has  lio  intention  of  dispua-, 
ing  the  fact,  the  geatleman  retires  ratbex  liuMi 
encounter  barricades  so  unsuiu-d  to  the  occo&icai,; 
attd  iS'  in  tto  hurry  '  to  renew,  the.  atteJUpt 
''-Howcan  a  iraman  be. approached,", iBaiii.:(|, 
shrewd  travelled  Estoniah  to  me,  "  who  oa!tfif% 
sa  tertu  in  large  letters  ^Jout  her?  ■  Our 
mistake  the  matter;  there ^  a«'l)ttle  ntifd,;^;] 
tbem  to  wear  this  outntardly  in  .society.fi^  .fbis 
your  Queen  to  wear  her  0Fo'wn.".7..vo  ylUutuin 


infpirtiaJ: tooksr-on  caaonly  beari^iniestlKto 
iirthe'preseut  state  of  things  tbe  jfaolt  'seeniAJ 
pretty"  ecpial,  tlhcnigh  of  the^ncigiBal  dc^rjj 
qil{MB'no3«Dbt can  remain;  foirriK)  aspect  Qfl» 
aOBMt^,  "hcrttever  perrerted  orihoweveir  dthi 
prttT^,' should  aadermioe  die:firaa  belief  ^«.^l. 
vomait^:  both  immcdjatelyf  and  ultimately,  iiii 
its  arbitreM  and  lawgiver,  ;  Woman!  is  ihsii 
prientesa  of  that  holy. temple;  hcnne.  She  it  idt 
who  throws  ib  gates  open  and  bids  man  ent<^'.i 
-«-not  vice  versa;-  and  here  is  tha  higli  c&lUu^t 
t*  influence  Iris  conduct.  iwhtbC' there-  I^ 
iH»j  be  diiBcult  toi  stem  those  habits  which  UiQi 
ertw*  of  a'  gtaudmolher-gencmtioB  fhave  be-ii 
qOcAth«d,  but  this  doosnot  invaliJMe  the  fi^*j 
pttt^)ei''i''  '■  ■-!  ;  !  T.'n:i  -ID 

J^yitfAter  Mciftl  «vil  of  far  more  vit^fiiBtxiitn 
*i{H"*ncl '  which  soentt  Strang^'  ineonaiattht- 
mth  the  strict  sepavadon  of  tile  two  sexes  in 
■oci«ty,  i^' the  fecility  of  divorce   imdfflttbe  1 

tutberatl    church    law.     Beside*  thd    simv» 
(jtherreawMw,  anincoBipo*ibilit]J  of  temper  andi 
m  mutually  avowed -ftiftlikeifeire 'bers  aiteu0e«l;^  J 
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sufficient  grounda  for  severing'  tdioae  whom 
^^no  man  may  sunder;"  and  it  is  a  mebn* 
choly  proof,  to  say  no  woiee,  oS  the  inezpe^ 
dience  of  this  law,  and  its  direct  tendency  to 
discourage  all  salutary  selfooontrol  aaid  fet* 
bearance,  that  divorces  are  seldom  here  -ob« 
tained  for  any  graver  reason.'  Seversl  wfetched 
instances  could  be  quoted,  wkhiii  the  gpben 
of  my  own  knowledge,  of  parties  tkus  aever«d 
for  trivial  cames,  who  impugned  the-tie  lor 
that  which  lay  in  their  own  wilfal  nsitunii 
and  hastily  loosened  the  one  instead  of  con* 
trolling  the  other;  but  who,  sobered  and 
punished  by  time,  have  cursed  their  seooiid 
thoughtless  act  more  than  they  did  their  first. 
But  it  would  be  little  interesting  to  detail  thosa 
miseries  which  selfish  man  and  unwise  woman 
entail  on  themselves  and  all  connected  with 
them,  since,  however  difierently  the  law  may 
favour  or  check,  such  unfortunately  are  peciv- 
liar  to  no  country.  The  heart  alone  knoweth 
its  own  bitterness;  but  there  are  sorrows  iil^ 
vested  with  the  poetry  of  imagination,  ibk 
luxury  of  melancholy,  or  the  holiness  of 


natioD— Borrows  the  most  real,  and  yet  the 
most  palatable.  The  disappointed  aB'ectious 
hug  their  own  griefs  with  jealous  exclusive- 
nesB — the  bereaTed  mother  or  wife  loves  her 
■orrow  as  she  did  its  object ;  each  mourns  as 
those  who  "  have  reason  to  be  fond  of  grief : " 
but  who  finds  a  melancholy  charm  in  tliose 
vexations  which  arise  from  awkward  tempers, 
awkward  manners,  and  the  thousand  needless 
perversitips  with  which  mankind  voluntarily 
flagellate  themselves  ?  who  sees  any  poetic 
beauty  in  those  accumulated  molehills  of  self- 
treated  cares  of  which  human  nature,  cursed  in 
Ha  own  choice,  at  length  makes  mountains 
Dcver  to  beo'erpassed  !  And  the  evils  result- 
ing from  these  froward,  untaiig'ible  causes  are 
immeusurably  more  unU::truble  than  those 
direct  inflictions  of  Proiidence  which  find 
•n  affinity  with  the  soul.  Those  who  rail 
at  poetry  and  refinement  as  sujKirfluous  in- 
gredients in  every-day  happiness  little  know 
what  main  props  they  would  undermine. 
Tliese  will  abide  when  principles  waver: — 
tb«^  open  the  heart  and  close  the  lips  iotui- 
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•iweljrat  the  right  time  >-*liiefle  ptsvetitji*hai  I 
all.the:good  institutJdns  in  Vhe  world  coiilda 
rembdy.     Manly  delicacy  is'^s  neoessarj' 
family  lUe  as  manly  rectitodt;,  >and  ytomaniy 
tact  as  tromanly  virtue,      llwre  is  as  mitoli 
ha^ipiacis  wreck«d  fiom  tfae.absenoeiof-^thft  ] 
(rtiie.'ipa    of .  *he    ofibeiv-Teud    [lerhapBi  il 
Those  -ffho  neglect  the  varnbhea  :of  life  < 
nih.  an  insidious  sia  tomirda  th«Boeike»{,,WD4  | 
tlieee  lie  in  the  mind,  ahd.jnot,  M  j 
Buppoaad,  iu  the  purse.      i!  i. -;;,■,,, |  wk?  indM 
To  this  laxit}-  of  ehupoh^^lav^itiuijifnaliiuiiAl 
great  measure  be  ascribed  the  prfjudiotaliayafl  1 
tem  of  early  marriages  im  Estunin^r-for  vuwt  I 
that   can    be   easily    renounced    will   be  ttlao 
Lightly  taken.     In  old  times  manitigcs  irerc 
fWqtiently  coutractcd  on  the  iFomau'ti  side:n 
early  as  at  fourteen  years  of  age;  aod  n  gr«»4| 
motlier  of  thirty  was  no  rare  wcctirrenca.     ^ 
Hussia  the  same  custom  prevailed;  but  nO^j  i 
by  the  Greek  church  law,  u4  -n-uman  can  marrjt 
un^ 'tnracd  aenoiteen.    la  Estonia,  Irawer^ 
marriages  of  eixteen  ettll  ^rtjueutly  ooCur^^— •  1 
cbCunUtEtnce.  which  may  ha  ami^etifiaiVBtt  j 
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ibr-lfae  ianguor  and  iasipfityr^of'  the 
gcndml  secifety;  With  all  her  enoiglioeQasti  iato 
leanxioas. channel  by  the  duties  of  a  familyi-^ 
^thiberheakh  generally  UBdenBinedr  andiaH 
liDprDveineDt  uhS  selt'kuowlcdge  efTectiialtljr 
arrested— •throvDt'iMo. a  position  in.  society  &i 
wfakti  lier  age { audi  ^rlisb  difiidence  equallji 
WlH  ber,  and  perbape  mth  Ihe  fear  of  &-oit 
iicii'mg^  spouBe  belbra  her  eyeB-i— the  tendeo 
EBtonnit  matron,  with  Qo  oonBdence  Hth^'ib 
ber  own  powers  or  her  owe  Fesoarces,  hopes  to 
jCreeriiaH-deftcicncios  bdiind  the  etrictest  bb- 
iMTance  of  punctilio,  and  restS'  heri  preteoiaons 
noousidcration upon  the scrapulons fulBlmenC 

iWJ.v/     i..o!np.,i.i     vi:-,..     vi     ,::■:     r  .,[. 

ttmhoAJtolaocieiy  caaabtfaedtivi 
fdit  ''tl»^ '  these'  tjmid '  leaders;  thes^ 
ieUeis,  not  content  nith  hrhiging 
rilnfit'Tfmtirir  ovn  persons,  rigorously  exact 
iffiMtV^bliJenv  fuidaro  generally  mbch  more 
older  matrons  upontTlose  of 
tf**ir<y»m  sexi-whoVerituretobe  livelier,  or  iwiser, 
#i^tt 'have '  seen,  rabfb  of:  the  world  without 
aurriagft-  tfaan  they  have  with  it.     On  this 
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account  any  clever  girl  with  more  wit  or 
sense  than  her  fellows  had  better  look  ahout 
her  ere  she  venture  to  evince  it;  for  Kevnl, 
like  other  small  towns,  lacks  not  of  those  "  idle 
moths"  of  both  sexes  "who  eat  an  honest 
name  ;"  and  wrong  terms  are  given  to  innocent 
actions,  and  double  meanings  to  innoceht 
words;  and  many  a  fair  creature  is  left  B 
standing  warning  to  others  of  the  Spart&n 
rigour  of  the  Estonian  gentlemen  towafdi 
those  who  are  so  heedless  as  to  ehow  character 
before  they  have  secured  an  establishment 
For  this  reason  the  proprieties  of  a  soir^ 
are  only  occasionally  enlivened  by  a  more 
animated  Frau,  or  a  less  cautious  Frattlfin, 
who,  having  passed  the  age  of  hope,  here  a 
very  limited  one,  dares  now  openly  to  disptav 
the  liveliness  which  has  cost  her  so  deer; 
while  the  young  ladies,  most  wise  in  seeming 
most  dull,  seldom  venture  beyond  the  com* 
monplace. 

Among  these  former  the  most  conspicuous 
are  the  Baroness  J.,  who  in  everj-  party  gathers 
a  crowd    of  delighted  listeners   about    her — 
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VQUsiu^  the  old  gentlemen  with  her  wit,  re- 
proring  the  young  fops  with  her  satire,  and 
diarming  all  with  her  good  sense;  Madlle^ 
de  P.,  whose  nature  is  the  happiest  union  of 
poetry,  pleaaautry,  and  feeling,  who  delights  in 
old  romauce  and  lore,  ami  knows  more  of  the 
fcietory  and  tradition  of  lier  own  country  than 
tny  other  of  its  children ;  and  Madlle,  de  V., 
witii  eyes  like  planets,  and  a  fascination  of 
jpanners  and  person — a^^  ne  sais  quoi — which 
|ia  one  can  resist,  who  shrugs  tlie  lorehest 
dboulders  in  the  world,  and  prettily  disclaims 
Vi  taluit  and  learning,  hut  utters  sentiments 
Bore  apposite  than  any  Bchool  could  teach. 

And  among  the  gentlemen  who  weave  a 
few  briglit  colours  into  this  sober-coloured 
neb,  wbo»e  natural  wit,  or  love  of  easy  praise, 
or  goo<l  sense,  or  vanity,  lead  them  to  forsake 
tte  beaten  path  and  venture  into  more  pleasant 
vays,  may  be  reckoned  M.  G.,  who  goes 
about  with  c)nn'eal  looks  and  merry  conceits, 
and  makes  more  debts  than  lie  can  pay,  and 
Bore  puns  than  can  be  repeated;  and  has 
,0    I.-  "/.'-'W 
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reason  to  love  his  wit,  for  it  has  elood  hhn  Hi 
the  stead  of  many  a  better  thing.  ' 

And  Count  M.,  whose  timidity  keeps  pace 
with  his  fancy  ;  who  cannot  resist  making 
people  laugh,  but  blushes  proportionally  (t/r 
having  done  so;  and,  unfortunately  for  hiin> 
self,  is  not  able  to  articulate  his  humoroak 
sayings  by  proxy,  having  precisely  that  8p*ci* 
which  would  lose  in  any  other  mouth.  ■  ' 

And  lastly.  Baron  C,  wlio  has  the  shrewdM 
sense,  the  liveliest  wit,  the  brightest  kcti, 
and  the  loudest  laugh  in  the  province.  WiA 
him  wit  enters  into  the  very  coDstitutioD  of 
the  man.  He  revenges  his  wrongs  with  a  tatlNt 
despatches  his  business  with  a  bon-mi 
precious  sparkling  ideas  alike  on  his 
bailiff  and  on  his  brother-noble^ 
his  friends  for  the  sake  of  a  pun,  captivates  Ml 
enemies  by  the  same  process — and,  what  i»  m<ai 
extraordinary  than  alt,  minds  the  main  chanol 
better  than  any  otiier  man  in  Estonia.  M'hef 
ever  his  face  appears,  dullness  is  taken  by  tbi 
shoulders  and  thrust  out  of  doors.     His  repu^ 


teviftetf  rvititi  enfal  fiiibsoti^''^^t 
onetime  he  b -fetanded  hs;  the -mow  indftciotis 
0o\mg  %etimp  living,  aC  another'  cuUgisoCi  as 
^le  voy-iwst  follow  iit  the  world,  wfiilei  b*, 
mfitU  happ^tboldness,  td'eqaelly  mdiffei^qt  1p 
4tt]ier;  -Xbose'Trho'detchnuie  beforehand  it6t 
^  like  him,' end  by  becomtiig  his  warnie^ 
4ri«Btfe ;  I  find  thoee  who  Bpailcd'  hicn  nt  first.,  his 
bitterest,  enemies.'  <  UnincomlMred  with  the 
Ulightest  portiea  of  mauvaiee  houte  or  reserve, 
j$Q  BiaD  better  understands -setting  dtnim  «aite>- 
. fciwr,  or-rdictating' to.  a  saperior.  ■!  -'M  tvip 
■V  l/adurihi*  iKi>^iccs  a.  band  of  kindred  spiritii 
Jk«e  heoB  fiaraied,  who,  coalescing  with  tht 
Wluip*i«<tl  and  inventive  merriment  of  their 
jpader,  i  Uatt!  bound  themselves  to.  ^^abottt 
airculattJig  reports  of  marriuga  in  belief  of 
rfwpairing  damsels— repdrts  off  Korhs  op  rei' 
CvMk,  in  ridicule  of  arroganc  swai)i»,— Ibment- 
isg  quanrelf  or  abetting  Fea>noiliation!>:whof<i 
•fCT  it  suits  tbtir  caprice  or  purpoM ;  andl 
dtevcaU,  for  this  is  their  chief  aim  and  motive; 
T^Atriag  all  awkward  flaws  of  their  own 
lis  by  tpeahing  Weil  of  each  other.     In 

VOL.  I.  M 
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this  respect,  howcTer,  some  of  the  membere, 
it  is  said,  have  so  far  overshot  the  inten- 
tion of  the  order  as  to  go  about  speaking 
well  of  themselves — to  the  unspeakable  glee, 
as  it  may  be  imagined,  of  their  mischievous 
leader,  who,  in  the  rich  harvest  of  mirth  which 
these  dauutless  contrivances  of  his  merry  brain 
bring  in,  is  doubly  delighted  when  he  can  levy 
tribute  from  any  of  his  own  disciples.  With 
such  helps  as  these,  society  is  made  to  move  at 
rather  a  brisker  pace,  greatly  to  the  scandal 
of  some  very  demure  ladies,  whose  weak  side, 
however,  Baron  C,  with  the  couiidence  of  one 
who  possesses  equal  animal  spirits,  ready  r^ 
partee,  great  tact,  and  do  scruples,  promises  10' 
undermine. 

The  Estonian  ladies  have  beautiful  com* 
plexions  and  splendid  heads  of  hair,  both 
of  wbicli  are  most  carefully  tended  from  their 
infancy.  Their  c/ievelure  especially  is  never 
allowed  to  be  cut  from  its  earliest  growth,  and 
the  most  massive  coils  of  glossy  hair,  here  a 
universal  natural  omameol,  richly  repay  thil 
care.     The  figures  of  the  uuniarried   women 
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«re  alflo  fine,  thoiigli,  did  it  not  appear  almost 
hypercritical,  I  couM  add  tliat  their  waists  are 
too  slender  for  beauty.  Small  and  beautifully 
formed  hands  are  also  a  prevailing  feature. 
When  dressed  at  all  they  are  incomparably 
iKtter  dressed,  more  faslilonably,  and  more 
Jhiiche,  which  is  a  sine  qua  non  here,  than 
our  less  careful  belles,  though  on  commoo 
occasions  the  remark  may  be  reversed.     Dia- 

■  jnonds  and  other  precious  stones  are  seen  in 
profusion,  and  no  substitute  ever  appears. 
The  only  conspicuous  defect  is,  like  the  Ame- 

,  xican  beauties,  a  prevalence  of  bad  teeth. 
Aloore's  words  were  constantly  recalled  to  my 
mind : — 

"  Whslpilf.bloaiiiinK  t>rl  I  thatlipi  aoiraily  tbra  Iotct, 
SboalJ  unt  l>«i«tli  tbeii  ruby  caaklt  cOT«r 

One  tout]]  of  pearl : 
But,  lilu  ■  WOK  bcalde  a  cburcbyaid  itoue, 
D>  Joom'd  ta  bliub  o'ei  nuiny  a  mouldrrin);  bone." 

I  Tim    19    tlie    more    observable    because   here 

t;-ftfae  lowest  peasant  can  neitlier  speak  nor  smile 

without   displaying  rows    of    pearls    as    even 

iA9  white,  while  many  of  the  higher   classes 

H  2 
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scarcely  relax  in  expression  but  at  the  ri«k  p! 
disclosing  ruine  of  every  form  and  colour. 

Tbe  general  reading  of  those  classes  is  con- 
6ned  to  the  lighter  works  of  the  day — modern 
Frencli  novels  and  German  translations  of  our 
English  ones  find  their  way  here ;  while,  in 
curious  opposition,  the  newest  German  infi- 
delities circulate  side  by  side  with  Dunallan 
and  other  similaj  evangelical  works  of  our 
present  generation.  Bulwer  is  universally 
read,  and  looked  upon  as  the  strict  standard 
of  English  taste  and  principle ;  and  I  am  sorry 
to  add  that  his  countrywoman  played  him  false, 
and  thought  it  her  duty  to  shake  these  opinions 
by  every  fair  argument  in  her  power. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  a  pride  of  nobility 
is  observable  among  this  class,  but  this  rather 
arises  from  the  absence  of  all  possible  coUi^ion 
with  those  beneath  them,  and  from  a  happf 
security  of  their  own  power.  For  the  Ee* 
tonian  nobility,  having  undisputed  sway,  have 
established  a  set  of  customs  and  opinions  wliicii 
efTectually  interdicts  all  approach  between  the 

■  tMiujiuj     Jiom  c>rLib   bill,  Jl 
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Adelkhet  or  noble,  and  the  BurgerUche,  or 
oommooer,  either  in  society  or  family  cou- 
iiexion.  In  both  these  respects  the'  line  of 
demarcation  is  drawn  more  strictly  than  at 
file  present  times  in  Germany.  I  once  pro- 
Jjosed  to  a  young  Estonian  Baron,  low  in  for- 
tunes, and  by  no  means  indemnified  by  Nature's 
gifts,  to  bestow  his  hand  and  title  upon  the 
daughter  of  a  merchant  in  Reval,  famed  aUke 
for  her  great  beauty,  talents,  and  wealth — 
igsuring  liim  in  return  of  the  everlasting  gra- 
titude of  herself  and  her  relations;  but  the 
young  Baron  did  not  relish  the  joke,  and  I 
found  myself  on  tender  ground. 

The  little  German  theatre  here  proves  a 
ifaost  agreeable  diversion.  We  engaged  a  box 
for  the  season,  and  are  glad  whenever  the 
Ibany  hospitable  houses  leave  an  evening  free. 
Without  attempting  too  much,  the  modest 
German  company,  moat  respectable  in  per- 
formance, give  us  selections  from  Kotzebue, 
from  Iffland,  &c. ;  but  a  piece  recently  dra- 
matised, called  Griaeldis,  is  more  attractive 
than  all,  and   draws  most   sympathising    au- 
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diences.  This  is  talten  from  the  same  old 
German  legend  which  I  conclude  furnished 
our  ancient  ballad  of  the  patient  Griselda, 
with  a  slight  alteration  of  the  dSnow- 
ment.  The  drama,  however,  is  laid  in  the 
times  of  our  national  character.  King  Arthur. 

The  hero,  Pcrcival,  is  one  of  the  chief  nobles 
of  his  court,  and  the  heroine,  Griseldis,  has,  on 
account  of  her  beauty  and  virtue,  been  taken 
from  a  lowly  woodman's  hut  to  grace  his  castle. 
Knowing  his  wife  to  be  the  very  mirror  of 
excellence,  Percival  leaves  her  to  repair  lo 
King  Arthur's  court,  where,  taunted  by  some 
with  her  low  birth,  by  others  with  possessing 
a  diamond  whicli  he  is  afraid  to  display,  he 
boasts  that,  though  liis  wife  be  a  woodman'* 
daughter,  she  surpasses  in  obedience  and  every 
wifely  seuse  of  duty  all  the  high-born  ladies 
of  the  court.  This  so  stings  the  queen  herself, 
a  bad  designing  woman,  who  in  vain  lays 
siege  to  Percival's  faith,  tliat  she  offers  to  do 
homage  on  her  knees  to  this  peasaiit-boin 
countess,  and  to  proclaim  her  best  amon^ 
women,  if  her  obedience  prove  superior  to  every 
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trial;  but,  if  Griseldis  fail,  exacts  the  same 
homage  from  the  haughty  Percival  to  her- 
self. This  rouses  Percival's  vanity,  and,  con- 
6deDt  of  his  wife's  principles,  and  careless  of 
her  sufferings,  he  accepts  the  gage.  Two 
courtiers  chosen  as  witnesses  to  this  conjugal 
ordeal  now  accompauyhim  to  his  castle.  Here 
an  unforeseen  occasion  for  trial  immediately 
presents  itself  ;  Griseldis's  old  mother  on  her 
dentlibed  sends  a  messenger  to  the  castle  to 
•ummon  lier  daughter,  if  not  grown  unmindful 
in  her  present  exaltation,  to  come  and  receive 
her  last  blessing.  Griseldis  sues  to  Percival 
for  leave  to  fulfil  this  act  of  piety,  which 
Percival,  tliinking  only  of  his  bond,  denies, 
and  forbids  her  to  leave  the  castle — Griseldis 
obeys.  Percival  then  asks  for  their  only  child, 
a  babe  in  the  cradle.  "  The  king  wants  it,"  he 
coolly  eays,  and  gives  it  to  the  courtiers.  "  The 
king  want  my  child  I"  screams  Griseldis  with 
a  mother's  agony,  and  is  rushing  to  seize  it 
from  their  grasp,  when  Percival  restrains 
her,  and  gives  her  to  understand  that  Buch  is 
tiis  will.     Griseldis  obeys.     In  the  next  scene 
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he  bids  the  great  ball  .be  prepared — calls 
together  his  depeudeats  and  vassals,  and  now 
commands  his  coautcs*  to  put  off  her  splendid 
robes — to  unbind  the  jewels  from  her  hair, 
and  return  to  his  presence  in  the  russet  petti- 
coat, loose  tresses,  and  bare  feet,  with  which  he 
first  saw  Iier — Griseldis  ol>eys.  Now  turning 
to  the  assembly,  he  says,  "  Thus  you  saw  this 
woman  enter  my  castle ;  this  was  her  condition 
when  she  became  your  mistress;  to  that  lei 
iier  return — conduct  her  beyond  the  castle 
gates  and  give  her  neither  food  nor  slielter  on 
your  allegiance."  Griseldis  attempts  no  re- 
monstrance, save  her  tears  ;  weeping  she  bid^ 
her  lord  adieu,  passes  Toeekly  through  the 
throng,  and  goes  barefooted  forth.  A  storm 
of  thunder  and  lightning  now  bursts  over  the 
scene,  but  still  she  pursues  her  forlorn  way, 
till  torn  and  exhausted  she  realties  the  borne 
of  her  girlhood.  Here  her  father,  pointing  to 
the  dead  body  of  her  mother,  upbraids  hcf 
with  neglect  of  filial  doty,  conveys  to  bcr  ti 
maternal  curse  instead  of  a  blessing,  aOdj 
further   incensed   by   beholding  her    in  Aif 
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Jj^raded  condition,  etigmatizes  ber  as  tb^ 
aio6t  wortbless  of  women,  and  drives  her  from 
Us  hut.  Now  19  poor  Griseidis  poor  indeed  ; 
overcome  with  hungCT  aad  wretchedness  she 
lays  herself  down  on  a  stone  to  die,  which  so 
bMiclic^  the  old  man's  heart,  that  he  consents 
Ip  receive  heJ".  And  thus  she  lives,  resuming' 
her  Iiard  Ittlwiur  and  het  hard  fare,  praying  to 
Qofi  for  Iter  husband  and  child,  and  fading 
^wayheneath  her  griefs.  Three  months  clapue 
lUbd  Griseldia  appears  in  the  same  russet  garb, 
pale  and  wan,  when  a  horn  is  heard,  and  the 
king  and  the  queen  and  all  the  court,  with 
Percival  in  the  midst,  crowd  into  the  lonely 
v*lley.  Griseidis  looks  and  listens  in  spcech- 
l/fm  amazement  as  Percival  explains  liow  ail 
itiie  suffering  has  been  but  a  trial  of  her  duty, 
wliich  having  abided  the  sharpest  proof,  tha 
queen  here  Mis  on  her  knees  and  owns  her 
petTleas  among  women.  And  miw  Percival, 
ifrith  a  &ce  radiant  with  gratified  pride,  bidsi 
l^r  mtura  to  hi»  castle  and  resume  her  sway 
ov«r  hint  and  all  his  poasessions.  But  Grl- 
^ftUiSt^with  an  unutterable  expression  of  woe^ 
fli  3 
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here  lifts  up  her  voice  :  "  Percival,  thou  art 
lost  to  me  for  ever.  God  knows  tliat  I  would 
have  borne  humiliation,  torture,  death  in  any 
shape  for  thy  good — that  I  have  suffered  grief, 
degradation,  and  liardshi]) — Iiave  taught  my 
hands  again  to  labour,  and  have  washed  my 
bread  with  tears  at  thy  bidding,  without  a 
complaint.  But  to  know  that  thou  hast  wrung 
thy  wife's  tenderest  feelings,  that  thou  hast 
loaded  my  heart  with  a  djnng  mother's  curse, 
hast  turned  my  raven  locks  to  grey,  and 
taught  me  in  a  few  months  an  eternity  of 
misery — and  that  all  this  wretchedness  hag 
been  but  to  prove  my  duty  to  the  world — but 
to  gratify  thy  vanity  ! — this,  this  it  is  that 
breaks  my  heart.  What  is  a  queen's  homage 
to  me  when  Percival  has  lost  my  esteem  !  Ask 
me  not  to  return.  My  mother's  spectre  would 
lise  between  us.  I  should  despise  myself  for 
following  the  weakness  of  my  affection,  and 
thou  wouldest  despise  me  for  loving  one  I  had 
ceased  to  revere.  No — ask  me  not — it  cannot 
be.  Let  me  remain  with  him  who  pitied  me 
when    I  seemed  most  guilty.      Farewell,  my 
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Percival ;  cherish  our  child,  and  teli  him  that 
bis  mother  died.  Come  father" — and  so  saying, 
Griseldia  resiBts  every  soHcitation,  and,  weeping, 
leaves  the  scene. 

This  denouement  is  the  theme  of  all  coo- 
Tersation,  and  parties  run  liigh  for  and  against 
its  moral.  Some  little  patient  Griseldises  of 
the  society  blame  their  prototype  for  not  re- 
turning, and  some  selfish  Percivals  acquit  her, 
and  vice  versa.    I  venture  no  opinion. 

Count  M.  wiped  his  eyes  and  hoped  tliey 
made  it  up  behind  the  scenes. 
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The  best  souvenir  the'TtraveUer  ;caii  canrjf 
away  of  a  ford^ .  ( coikiitey,  be^teF;  tln^ 
journal  or  sketch-book^  is "%  knowledge  of  itt 
language.  The  adaptaticm  Se^ween  the  sonndr 
and  the  moremeni^-A^the  idiom  and  the  hm^ 
pulses  of  a  people,  are'8eeaqtjfltiate;'--th»lpre* 
valence  of  the  passicaiat^!dliei:prdfbd»d,o4hi 
malleable,  or  the  vigorous,  oonspicuboff  ftpdul 
language  so  commensurate  with  that  maniifkteri 
in  the  character  of  a  nation,  that  any  attempt  to 
decipher  the  one  without  the  aid  of  the  other 
would  lead  to  results  either  barren  or  (alaeff 
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However  philologically  interesting  to  trace  in 
its  connexion  with  other  Finnish  dialects,  or 
even  with  those  of  a  Celtic  origin,  the  Estonian 
language  in  itself  offers  no  reward  for  the 
present,  and  no  promise  for  the  future.  And 
though  in  my  day  I  shall  as  little  see  the 
Russian  language  as  the  Russian  people  in  full 
exercise  or  maturity  of  tlieir  energies,  yet  there 
is  pleasure  in  studying  the  character  of  the 
ditM  in  whom  a  high  and  growing  destiny  is 
apparent. 

In  other  words,  this  weighty  argument  to 
•tmple  concloaon,  this  "  noisy  flourish  to 
puny  purpose,"  is  the  reason  for  my  devoting 
tile  Spare  minutes  of  our  life  of  busy  idleness 
to  the  study  of  HuBsian  ;  and  further  why, 
frum  this  triune  colony  of  Estonians,  Germans, 
and  Russians,  who  possess  Rcval,  1  have  thought 
fit  to  select  an  handmaiden  of  the  last-men- 
tioDcd  nation,  outwardly  to  assist  in  qualifying 
aie  for  the  strict  toilette  requirements  of  Reval 
•ociety,  and  inwardly  to  indulge  that  comfort- 
able feeling,  known  under  varying  aspects  to  all 
who  know  themselves,  of  screening  an  indul- 
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gence  beneath  the  pretext  of  a  task.  Upon 
our  arrival,  therefore,  the  estabhsbinent  waa 
increased  Ijy  the  presence  of  a  rather  pretty, 
aud  very  demure  young  lady,  who,  though 
tlie  daughter  of  an  unter  Offizier,  a  oante 
adopted  and  nasalised  in  the  Russian  service, 
condescends  for  certain  considerations  to  act 
as  my  tire-woman.  Towards  the  other  servants, 
the  general  circumstance  of  her  Russian  birth, 
as  well  as  the  special  one  of  her  family  eleva- 
tion, forbids  all  approach  on  her  side.  It  i« 
true  she  speaks  not  a  word  of  their  language, 
nor  of  any  other,  save  her  own  ;  but  this  is  a 
trifling  impediment  compared  with  the  disdain 
with  which  a  Russian  of  any  degree  regards 
the  Tchuchonn,  whose  Lutheran  faith  he  would 
as  soon  adopt  as  his  po-Tchucfionski  tongue, 
and  who  returns  the  compliment  pretty  much 
in  the  same  coin ;  for  the  vilest  stigma  one 
Estonian  can  throw  on  another,  is  to  say, 
*'your  heart  is  Russian."  In  short  tliejr 
asperse  and  despise  one  another  as  much  at 
contiguous  nations  always  do.  Under  these 
circumstances,  Sascha,  for  such  is  Uie  name  of 
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my  new  Russian  Grace,  has  at  present  rather  a 
lonely  life  of  it ;  my  communications  being 
limited  to  little  more  than  "  nods  and  becks, 
and  wreathed  smiles,"  and,  therefore,  excepting 
an  occasional  torrent  of  eloquence  with  which 
^le  indemnifies  herself  for  her  silence  in  the 
work-room,  and  inundates  lier  lady-diaciple, 
and  where  it  is  well  if  after  the  first  three 
words  the  latter  do  not  find  herself  out  of  her 
depth,  she  preserves  a  statellness  and  mute 
dignity  highly  edifying  to  the  simpler  membere 
of  the  establishment. 

How  striking  it  is  that  the  process  of  learning 
a  language  in  riper  years  should  be  the  same 
■a»  that  of  acquiring  speech  in  infancy  !  The 
atammerer  of  a  new  tongue,  like  the  child  first 
esBayiag  to  speak,  invariably  begins  by  master- 
ing good,  solid,  substantial  substantives,  then 
a  few  indispensable  adjectives,  and  the  im- 
portant doctrine  of  "  my  and  thy."  But  here 
succeeds  a  sliort  jiause.  for  the  ever-varj-ing  verb 
is  difficult  of  seizure,  and  adverbs,  prepositions, 
and  conjunctions,  those  bonds  of  connexion, 
leome  halting  slowly  in,  and  generally  in  the 
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wrong.placB.  At  first  it  seema  folly  to  suppcsCj 
that  the  same  tnsicherous  memory  nliich  at^ 
the  commenccraent  cbd  scarce  retain  six  neW; 
words  a  day,  should  eventaally.  master  the, 
requisite  thousands:  but  after  a  time  word*, 
beget  words,  as  money  begets;  mouey.  Tbos^, 
there  are  which,  once,  he^rd,  by,  some  indefi- 
uable  association  are  never  fbrgottea,  \Fhil«. 
others  are  off  and  on  ja  the  memorj'  coiuitless 
times  crc  she  succeeds  in  biaiJLiug  them  fasf^, 
The  Russian  language,  to  judge  from  1,iii^. 
stage  of  process,  is  not  more  intricate  than  th^ 
German,  though  probably  the  easier  for  fcl- 
lowing  in  the  track  of  such,  a  predecessor,  .  4^| 
to  the  pronunciation,  this  is  a  separate  thing,( 
No  Russian  allows  that  a  foreigner  can  acquire^ 
it  save  from  Ids  nurse. ,  Childhood  once  P^^\ 
it  is  as  "  the  desire  of  tii,e;moth  for  the  star, 
but  to  my  view,  though  it  may  seem  a  par%i| 
doxical  assertion,  tlie  precise  articulation  of,  %. 
language  is  the  least  important  part.  Ovfi 
lessons  usually  occur  inqmiug  and  eveilingM 
when  I  sit  and  clip  the  emperor's  RussiaflL 
without    the    slightest    remorse,    and    Sa»^a, 
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eftlier  cviffii^  br  deeoifes,  and  is  far  less 
ainused  at  this- laceration  of  her  native  tongue 
Aan  the  perpetrator  herself.  For,  like 
the  French,  the  Russians  forbid  tiieraselves  all 
enjoyment  of  a  foreigner's  blunders,  a  species 
of  ridicule  which,  dispassionately  considered, 
is  the  mo»t  involuntary,  most  venial,  and  least 
persona!  existing. 

Meanwhile  the  season  by  no  means  impedes 
our  both  reconnoitring  and  recognising  the 
picturesque  beauties  of  Reval,  which,  in  their 
■ummer  dress,  attract  many  a  visitor.  Reval 
itself  is  divided  into  two  distinct  portions,  the 
lower  town,  and  the  upper,  or  Domberg  (Dome- 
hill),  BO  called  from  the  Dome  or  cathedral 
church,  which  consists  in  a  circular  reef  of 
loHy  rocks  abont  a  mile  in  circumference, 
rising  like  a  vast  citadel,  and  is  occupied  by 
the  castle  of  the  governor  and  the  residcncea 
of  the  nobility — no  UnadeVtche,  or  not  noble, 
being  privileged  to  possess  i^round  on  the  aris- 
tocratic Dombeig.  Here  the  picturesque  re- 
mains of  massive  walls  and  towers  which  con- 
tfbue  the  line  of  elevation  to  a  giddy  height, 
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and  rival  the  rocks  as  much  in  solidity  as  ia' 
time-worn  hue,  engross  a  cousiderable  portion 
of  the  outer  ring,  the  remaining  segment' 
being  possessed  by  some  of  the  principal 
mansions,  many  of  them  of  great  magnificence^ 
which  start  perpendicularly  from  the  rock,  in 
some  instances  without  an  inch  of  space  beyond, 
and  offer  views  soaring  wide  o'er  land,  seat 
and  sky,  and  windows  whence  one  sliudden 
to  look  down.  However  the  landscape  may 
brighten  and  thicken  beneath  the  influence  of 
summer,  it  is  hardly  possible  to  imagine  it 
more  striking  than  as  now  seen  in  its  winter 
drapery  from  tlie  outer  houses  of  the  Domberg. 
The  busy,  smoky,  snow-roofed  town,  inter- 
spersed with  lines  of  ancient  fortifications,  and 
bound  in  with  Gothic  walls,  towers,  and  ga(e»; 
tJic  Lutheran  and  Russian  churches  breaking, 
with  their  variously  formed  spires  and  domc«| 
the  line  of  frozen  sea,  which  "  spreads  in  many 
a  shining  league"  round  two-thirds  of  ttw 
horizon,  are  tlie  main  features  of  this  winter 
picture;  while  on  the  right  a  steep  rocky  coast 
juts  boldly  through  the  snow,  and  in  front  thv 
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modern  Russian  navy,  and,  more  distant,  the 
Tntned  convent  of  a  different  period  and 
people  rear  their  shapes  in  lines  of  frost. 

The  Domherg  [Hjsseases  two  outlets :  the  one 
through  a  massive  low  tower  and  over  a  sloping 
juiar  bridge,  a  quarter  of  a  werst  in  length, 
-which  unites  it  with  the  flat  country  side  ;  the 
other  a  precipitous  descent  between  two  high 
waits,  of  evident  artificial  formation,  termi- 
nated suddenly  by  a  high  tower,  through  the 
ikirrow  archway  of  which  all  passage  to  and  from 
Ae  town  occurs  :  and  theatre,  club-house,  and 
tfdier  attractions  being  below,  and  much  busi- 
B  and  no  shops  above,  the  traffic  through 
tilis  Blender  port-hole  is  very  cousiderablR 
Nor  is  it  unattended  with  danger;  for,  with  the 
fteepne«s  and  acceleration  of  the  descent,  all 
cqaipages  here  obtain  an  impetus  equally 
hazardous  and  difficult  to  arrest.  The  narrow- 
is  of  (lie  pass  itself,  whieli  furthermore  takes 
awkward  curve  beneath  the  very  archway, 
iUows  only  space  for  one  vehicle;  while  the 
Is  of  three  of  the  most  frequented  streets  in 
Ae  lower  town,  concentering  at  this  point,  draw 
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together  a  population  which  greatly  multiplies 
the  chances  of  dangerous  collision.  To  obriate 
thi*,  all  postilions  and  coachmen  des^eendinj 
the  hill  are  bound  to  give  notice  of  their  ap- 
pn)«ch  hy  a  loud  wlioop,  which  a  sentinel  sta- 
tioned in  the  archway  repeats  -with  al)  his 
stwngth  for  the  benefit  of  those  approaching 
from  the  town,  who  consequently  draw  up  till 
the  SM'irtly  propelled  machine  is  safely  past. 
A  neglect  of  such  precautions  has  led  to  tern* 
bte  accidents,  and  I  cannot  say  that  I  eri? 
approach  the  gateway  on  either  side  i.vitho«f  li 
slight  nervous  twinge.  Descending,  every  pre* 
caution  U  used  to  check  the  speed  of  the  horsM, 
but  ascending,  the  reins  are  abandoned  to 
tlwn),  and  no  sooner  do  the  intelligent  animab 
descry  the  fatal  archway  than  they  acceleraU! 
their  speed,  dash  boldly  at  a  difficulty  whieh 
can  only  thus  be  overcome,  and  scaling  the 
eminence  with  all  their  strengtli,  with  their 
plunging  hoofs  high  above  your  head,  scatter 
clouds  of  dust,  mud»  or  suow,  according  to  the 
season,  behind  them.  I  need  hardly  add  tli&t 
our    resilience  is    included    in   this  gaierie 
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uo6kf  so  difficult  of  acce&s,  aad  which  triea 
equally  the  strength  of  our  lungs  as  tiiat  of 
our  beautiful  horsca ;  for,  greatly  to  the  wondw 
ci  the  ufighbourhood,  who  are  far  more  eeiisi- 
tive  to  their  owu  dimate's  iuclemencies  than 
our  more  southern-nurtured  selvee.  we  gene- 
jally  (>rufit  of  this  unremittingly  fine  weather 
K>  take  }>edeatrian  exercise. 

At  tlijs  present  date,  however,  our  walks 
Utd  g;aiet)es  are  equally  cljecked  by  a  visitation 
«C  the  severest  weather  this  winter  haa  liitherto 
hrought.  Retuming  from  a  drive  in  an  open 
■lodge  tlte  air  struck  us  as  most  unhreathahly 
ouuiiig,  and  u{K>a  inspection  tlic  tliermometer 
was  found  at  12"  below  zero. — Before  night 
it/«U  tu  20",  where  it  has  since  remained  pretty 
,tfBttonary ;  while  a  sun,  iu  a  sky  ntahciously 
serene,  shines  cloudless  from  morn  till  uiglit, 
Vid  tlieu  alxlicates  tlus  snow  lundscupe  and 
ftozeu  ocean  to  a  moon,  soft,  full,  clear  and 
l|Blk>w,  with  not  a  breath  of  halo  betwixt  its 
Itfight  edge  and  the  dei-p,  deep  nky. 

h  is  remarkable  that  wiien  the  atmosphere 
^tbout  averages  10'^  Fahi'euheit,  a  tempera- 
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ture  of  64*  indoors  is  ample  for  comfort ;  bat 
when  tlie  outer  cold  sliarpens  to  20°  beloiT 
zero  and  downwards,  not  even  a  heat  of  70** 
in  the  rooms  will  keep  the  person  sufficiently 
warm.  We  walk  nevertheless  in  moderation, 
and  in  order  to  spare  servants  and  horses,  who 
at  snch  seasons  are  great  sufferers  for  the  plea- 
sures of  their  Herrschaft,  abstain  as  mudl 
as  possible  from  evening  amusements.  TheK 
are  most  unsocial  expeditions,  for  no  more  air 
is  admitted  to  the  face  than  is  necessary  for  the 
tightened  respiration,  and  no  more  light  to  the 
eyes  than  to  guide  you  on  your  way  ;  while  il 
the  walking  bear  or  wolf  who  stalks  past  yoa, 
the  roof  of  his  fur  cap  meeting  the  fence  of  his 
fur  collar,  and  nothing  visible  of  the  "  buinaik 
fece  divine"  but  the  sharp  end  of  a  very  red 
nose,  no  one  would  recognise  their  nea 
relative.  Tlie  first  perception  on  issuing  into 
the  congealed  air  is  the  immediate  stifleiuii^ 
of  your  nostrils  and  weighting  of  your  eyfr 
lashes,  while  any  little  unguarded  isthmol 
between  sleeve  and  glove,  or  strip  of  territory 
just  above  the  double  fur  boots,  feels  instantly 
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■as  if  grasped  by  a  cold  wet  hand  ;  and  by  the 
time  you  have  walked  a  hundred  yards  you 
are  generally  so  chilled,  that,  though  you  hug 
your  Pelz,  or  fur  cloak,  double  over  your 
person,  an  irrefutable  sensation  tells  you  that, 
in  spite  of  positive  demonstration  tothecontraiy, 
it  is  blown  wide  open.  No  rude  wind,  how- 
I'wer,  is  to  be  apprehended  on  such  occasions, 
Sbr  intense  cold  is  here  accompanied  by  perfect 
Ctillncaa  of  the  air.  Difficult  as  it  may  be  to 
^promote  circulation  under  ordinary  movement 
in  such  an  atmosphere,  there  is  nevertheless  a 
jieculiar  pleasure  in  braving  its  utmost  pinch 
— in  sallying  out  behind  a  barricade  of  fuis 
and  hearing  the  snow  crisp  and  creak  beneath 
your  footsteps,  with  tlie  comfortable  convicticm 
ftbat  where  neither  warmth  nor  wet  exists, 
iiieither  dirt  nor  corruption  can  assail  the  senses. 
The  descent,  half  running,  half  walking,  of  the 
tDomberg  is  agreeable  enougli,  but  the  ascent 

ight  be  objected  to  as  rather  too  bracing. 

This  accession  of  cold  has  occurred  som^- 
^wbat  inopportunely  for  the  celebration  of  a 
jnarriage  to  which  about  a  fortnight  previous 
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we  h{fd  been,  bidden,  according  to  the  custom 
here,  by  a  printed  circular  richly  decorated,  in 
the  foilowing  form  i — "  Der  Training  mant 
Tochter  Malvina  Beata  ff^ilhelmina  Olgo  mt 
devt   Herm   Ferdinand    TVoldemar  Afagtttu 

Graf  von  • am  26"  Fehruar,  des   Jahre*, 

Abends  um  7  Vhr  in  meiner  ffohnung  gutigst 
heizuvohnen,  bilfe  ergehenst,Carl  Johann  Graf 

von ."     From  tlie  peculiar  character  of  the 

bride's   father,    this    occasion  lias   excited    an 

unusual  interest  in  our  circleB,     Count r 

is  a  man  of  few  words  at  home,  but  (liose  few 
are  law.  In  order  that  his  countess  should 
never  flatter  herself  with  the  existence  of  a  wiU 
but  of  his  moulding,  he  selected  from  his  aor 
quaiutance  a  good  little  girl  of  fourteen  yeaif 
of  age,  whom  he  drilled  into  such  a  beautiful 
state  of  passive  obedience,  that,  except  wearing. 
a  cap,  here  the  most  indispensable  evidence  of. 
matrouhood,  and  fumisliing  his  house  vit|).i 
three  little  formal  effigies  of  himself,  she  ba|j 
never  niauifcsted  sif^s  of  having  progressed  %< 
day.  Scandal  indeed  relates  that  at  one  dnic 
the  couu tees,, evinced  such  alarming  syniptoni| 


Wda'wnihg  !Vee  agency  that  her  lord  addressed 
%  her  the  folfowing  words  of  King  Gustavus, 
^Madame,  nous  vous  avons  pris  pour  nous 
'Bonner  des  eofans,  et  pas  des  conseils,"  or 
Vords  to  that  effect,  and  sent  her  supperless 

•fo  bed;  but  M.  de •  gravely  declares  this 

TD  be  a  Dialicioiis  defamation  of  the  countess's 
Tfeir  name,  and  more  than  controvertible  by 
%e  internal  evidence  of  her  character. 

As  to  her  daughters,  this  system  has  been 
practised  so  successfully  from  their  infancy, 
Biat  the  factionary  idea  of  speaking,  acting, 
thinking,  or  even  feeUng  for  themselves,  is  sup- 
posed never  to  have  entered  their  heads.  And 
ituy  suitor  for  the  honour  of  their  alliance  would 
fis  soon  have  thought  of  commencing  his  cause 
i^  soandiug  their  affections,  as  the  candidate  for 
a  close  borough  by  canvassing  the  voters.  All 
ttpplicants therefore  proceed  direct  to  the  domes- 
tic autocrat  himself,  who,  with  a  regard  for  his 
feughters'  worldly  comforts  which  some  parents 
■might  imitate  with  advantage,  invariably 
dismisses  all  penniless  proposers  in  the  fol- 
ftwing  laconic  formula  :■ — "  Sir  !  my  daughters 

VOL.  I.  N 
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are-accuBtomcd  to  live  well,  to  drese  well,  and 
to  drive  well! — Sir!  I  wish  yoa  a  very  good 
morning."  Some  of  tticse  amorous  Lacklandt 
have,  it  is  thought,  buoyed  their  hopes  with  the 
supposition  that  so  wealthy  a  papa  was  security 
enough  for  the  maintenance  of  all  these  itemsv 
but  the  old  gentleman  is  not  accuBtomed 
render  any  account  to  the  world  of  his  patenid 
intentions.  Nor  was  it  till  a  suitor  i 
backed  by  a  Schuiden-freics  Gut,  a  debt- 
free  estate,  and  other  undeniable  guarantees 
for  table,  garderobe,  and  stud,  that  he 
known  to  deviate  from  his  usual  ominous  dis* 
missal,  when,  walking  at  liis  accustomed  pace 
into  his  daughter's  room,  he  said,  "JUahhut, 
du  but  Srauty"  to  which  the  dutiful  giri  replied^ 
"  Gut,  pnpa,"  and  not  so  much  as  inqnire4 
"mil  wem?"  with  whom?  Such  at  least  if 
that  incorrigible  Baron  C's  account. 

Accordingly,    at    the    appointed    hour,   m 

drove  in  full    evening  dress  to  Count % 

house,  and  were  received  at  the  door  by  foiflti 
shivering  marshals,  or,  in  other  words,  I 
tors  selected  from  the   mutual  families,  i 
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ritb  a  white  bride's  knot  round  hie  arm,  who 
Ushered  us  into  a  room  dazzling  with  excess  of 
light,  wliere  sat  a  formal  circle,  tlie  married 
ladies  on  one  hand,  the  unmarried  on  the  other, 
luid  where  the  couutess,  a  Ijlooming  young 
iroman  scarce  older^looking  than  her  daughters, 
leceived  its  in  silence. 

It  is  so  much  the  habit  in  our  civilised  age 
to  regard  a  marriage  de  convenancc  as  a 
thing  repugnant  to  human  nature,  equally 
tyrannical  in  act  as  cheerless  in  result,  that 
though  sad  experience  had  taught  me  the 
fallacy  of  trusting  the  brightest  of  wedding 
hopes,  or  the  most  impatient  of  wedding  faces, 
I  involuntarily  entered  these  rooms  with  the 
&eling  of  assisting  at  a  sacrifice.  Far,  bow- 
,iver,  from  the  system  of  marriages  de  con- 
veaance  being  one  of  oppression  and  degra- 
dation  towards  the  female  sex,  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that,  in  a  country  where  custom  mar- 
Ties  a  girl  before  she  can  know  her  own  mind, 
fcr  less  that  of  others,  and  where  tlie  rules  of 
Heciety  interdict  all  previous  acquaintance,  it  is, 
1  the  coatrary,  one  of  mercy  and  protection. 
N  2 
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What  Mi  eSLh  be  m&tA  tyrannical  t6  the  ftitnre 
Woman  thab  themdA'IgMce  ^f  the  girl's  80M»JIed 
first  lore?-  What  resAlts  iflore  cbeerleM  thtfi 
the  Vital  'mistake  6f  a  hasty  choice  ?  Grantiiig 
bdth '  the  '  lii&Triage  de  convenanoe  and  tlist 
6f  -affection  to  be  productive  of  happiness,  this 
quality;  which  in  nine  cases  out  of  te^  is  not 
thfe  spontaneous  blossom  of  early  love,  but  the 
after-gi^Wth  of  esteem  and  habit,  is  in  both 
instances  equal  in  athount:  Bitt  reverse  the 
picture,  and  view  married  life  in  its  miseries, 
how  infinitely  sharper  is  the  sting  of  that  e^I 
incurred  by  voluntary  choice,  than  iihposed  by 
duty  or  custom !  Sufficient  for  the  day  in  both 
cases  is  the  evil  thereof,  but  who  will  deny 
that  the  woman  who  has  been  forced  to  disin- 
vest  the  object  of  her  choice  of  the  eolouft 
in  which  she  had  fondly  decked  him,  suffers 
anguish  of  a  far  more  poignant  nature  than 
she  whose  view  of  her  own  condition  has  never 
been  intercepted  by  a  soft  though  deceit&l 
medium  ? 

In  the  pair  about  to  be  united,  if  the  act  on 
the  lady's  side  was   not   beautified  with   the 
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ction,  yet,  had  she  had  the  widest 
f  wwtpe  for  choice,  she  could  hardly  have  given 
her  well-wishers  more  reasonable  grounils  for 
hope.  For  the  Briiutigam  was  one  of  a  family 
vhose  simplicity,  kindness,  and  integrity  are 
il  in  Estonia — one  whom  the  quiet  girl 
find  it  equally  easy  to  obey — or  rule, 
entered,  a  lamp  fell  from  the  wall  and 
shivered  to  atoms — of  course  a  good  omeu 
•where  none  other  was  to  be  accepted.  Tlje  only 
sign  of  the  approaching  ceremony  was  a  small 
'jcarpet  spread  in  the  centre  of  the  parquete 
door.  Here  the  clergyraau  with  open  book  in 
.hand  soon  took  his  place,  and  immediately  the 
4)ride  entered,  led  by  her  father,  and  followed 
by  the  bridegroom  and  a  long  bridal  train. 
•The  dextined  couple  now  took  their  place  upon 
•the  carpet  before  the  clergyman,  the  four 
■marshals,  bearing  heavy  candelabras,  lighting 
'|h>m  the  comers,  while  the  restof  the  com|atuy 
'iguxed  promiscuously  on.  Tlie  ceremony  com- 
mencetl  by  an  exhortation,  kind  and  moral, 
ffnit  of  no  higher,  or  Scriptural  import.  Wl- 
Wood  where  the  countenances  of  the  [air  were 
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not  visible,  bnt  the  feridegrooin's  thin,  high 
cheek -holies  were  pale  as  death,  and  the  myrtle 
wreath  trembled  like  an  aspen  on  the  head  ot 
the  otherwise  motionless  bride.  This  exhorta- 
tion lasted  scarce  above  five  minntes,  was  suc- 
ceeded I^  the  Scripture  admonition  to  husbands 
and  wives,  and  by  the  nsual  routine  of  vital 
questions,  to  which  each  answered  in  a  distinei 
affirmative.  There  was  no  altar — no  kneel- 
ing— a  ring  was  put  on  the  hand  of  each  by 
the  clergyman,  the  blessing  imparted,  and  all 
was  over.  The  bride  mechanically  received  he* 
husband's  kiss,  and  then  sought  her  mother's 
and  sister's  embrace.  Sweetmeats  and  wine 
were  immediately  served,  and  ere  five  mioutea 
of  this  new  union  had  elapsed  a  PolontdM 
began,  where  neither  age  nor  infirmities  were 
spared,  and  where  an  old  ladyof  eighty  tripped  it 
as  lightly  as  the  bride.  A  general  hilarity  per- 
vaded the  party,  including  even  the  old  count 
himself,  who  pushed  Iiis  new  wig  higher  np  bit 
forehead,  and  seemed  inclined  somewhat  to 
slacken  the  reinsover  his  remaining  charges;  bot 
the  bride  retained  her  pensive  demeanour,  and 
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two  paiaful,  blight  spots  of  red  in  cheeks  of  that 
alabaster  hue  which  characterises  the  Estonian 
ladiee.  And  now  succeeded  a  regular  ball — 
quadrillea,  cotillons,  mazurkas,  where  the  bride 
1  bridc^opm  were  danced  with,  selected  for 
thai  difi'ereat  tour*,  and  brought  together  by 
9uch  witty  and  frequent  devices  as  hardly  to 
leave  them  breath  for  sighing.  Then  came  a 
grand  supper,  with  toasts  and  sententious 
Rpeecheii,  where  the  four  indefatigable  marshals 
waited  on  the  company,  and,  returning  to  the 
baU*rooni,  the  bride  vauisbecl,  and  in  the  space 
of  a  few  minutes  reappeared  clad  in  an  unbecom- 
ing matronly  cap,  her  discarded  myrtle  wreath 
hanging  on  iter  arm.  At  this  all  the  unmar- 
ned  girU  formed  a  circle  round  her,  when,  with 
a  peui^ive,  suffering  look,  which  brought  tears 
into  many  a  bright  eye,  she  kissed  each  in  sigu 
of  farewell  from  their  ranks.  The  same  cere- 
niouy  was  performed  by  the  bridegroom  with 
tu(i  comrades,  hut  brought  tears  into  nobody'ci 
Q}'es,  Then  again  tlie  maiden  circle  encom- 
piused  tb«  bride,  who  stood,  a  pretty  emblem  of 
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Ciipid,with  blinded  eyes,  and  "rtrreatli' fn  hilnd," 
wliile  they  passed  round  her,  but  saiv  weTT 
enough  to  put  it  on  the  head  of  her  husband's 
eldest  mamageable  lister.  This  delighted 
the  old  count,  who  rubbed  his  hands  and  ex- 
claimed, "Meine  Tochtertoird  einekhigeFrau 
teerden!"  my  daughter  mil  make  a  clever  wife. 
The  bridegroom  was  served  the  same,  and  by 
rather  a  puzzling  countertype  bestowed  bis  hat 
upon  one  of  the  youngsters  surrounding  him, 
who  now  with  uproarious  voices  seized  him  in 
their  arms,  and  disregarding  his  bride's  nerves 
tossed  him  aloft,  his  long  legs  almost  reaching 
the  ceiling,  in  sign  of  having  utterly  cast  htm 
out  of  their  fellowship. 

Four  o'clock  struck  ere  the  guests  began  to 
depart,  but  by  noon  the  next  day  the  new  mar- 
ried conple  were  occupied  in  receiving  a  throng 
of  morning  visiters  who  came  to  congratulate 
The  same  day  was  a  large  dinner-party, — the 
same  evening  the  pair  appeared  at  a  public 
concert. — The  following  days  were  spent  in  a 
succession    of    entertainments,    and    thuti   the 
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LETTER  THE  THIRTEENTH. 

Street  scenes  in  Reval — Obstinacy  of  Sfaoemaken  all  over 
the  workt-^The  beautiful  Jewess — Histoiy  of  the  Butdier 
— Woman's  devotion — An  absolute  Qovemment — Hit- 
tory  of  Reval  and  Estonia. 

In  respect  of  physiognomy  and  costume,  the 
streets  of  Reval  offer  almost  as  much  variety  as 
those  of  Petersburg.  With  the  standing  co- 
lony of  army  and  navy  is  come  also  the  long- 
bearded  Russian  Kupetz,  or  merchant,  who  is 
seen  pacing  gravely  before  his  open  shop,  where 
neither  fire  nor  candle  is  admitted,  his  hands 
drawn  deep  within  his  ample  sleeves,  his  face 
nestled  between  his  warm  cap  and  beard,  but 
who,  the  moment  a  customer  approaches,  re- 
tires  behind  his  counter  and  asks  what  the 
Siidarina^  or  signora,  requires,  with  more  grace 
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and  courtesy  than  would  be  found  in  Howell 
and  James's.  These  are  the  shops  whence  the 
Wirthschaft  is  provided  wholesale  with  tea, 
coffee,  and  all  the  items  of  grocery ;  including 
the  PastelUj,  or  Russian  bonbon,  the  dried 
flweetmeats  from  Kietf,  Sec.,  and  also  with  the 
bright  handkerchiefs,  coarse  lace,  tlie  coach- 
men's silken  belts,  and  other  articles  of  dress 
with  which  their  dependants  are  here  supplied. 
The  native  Estonian  peasant  is  scarcely  more 
the  tenant  of  the  streets  of  K^val  than  the 
Highlander  of  those  of  Edinburgh;  and  even 
tbese  long-haired  and  long-coated  figures  are 
interBpersed  with  the  people  from  the  isles  of 
the  Baltic — tliat  group  of  islands  which  a 
graceful  bistorian  has  termed  "  the  Estonian 
Archipelago," — and  from  the  opposing  shores  of 
Sweden,  wlio  sledge  over  the  smooth  ocean- 
track,  and  Sell  their  commodities  of  coarse  linen 
md  lace  from  door  to  door,  or  practise  contra- 
band acts  with  greater  caution.  The  women 
vtually  betray  the  national  distinction,  for, 
bowevur  the  person  may  be  enveloped  in  the 
ynrailbg  slraepskia,  the  cap  is  sure  to  have 
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some  marks  of  pccuHarity  more  or  lees  gaudV' 
Tliese  caps,  generally  a  strncture  of  pasteboard^ 
well  wadded,  and  coyered  with  chintz  or  eilk, 
with  various  devices  in  lace,  ribbon,  and  gold 
or  silver  fring;e,  are  heavy  and  heating'  in  the 
extreme;  and  were  it  not  for  the  jiride  that  feels 
no  paiti,  many  a  youn^  matron  would  gtadlv 
throw  these  oppressive  honours  from  her  acb» 
ing  temples :  but  here  such  import&nce  ia 
attached  to  tJiis  portion  of  the  dresp,  that -an 
Eetonian  woman,  called  up  in  the  uigbtr' will 
pop  her  cap  on  her  head  before  she  paBsQB>  i  ■ 
petticoat  round  her  person.  The  PuEsian  i»o- 
men  are  distinguished  by  a  handkerchidi 
generally  red  or  yellow,  bound  tight  rouotj 
thoir  temples,  from  beneath  which  not  a  hairi* 
visible. 

Returning  one  day  from  a  fruitless  search 
through  the  streets  of  Reval  for  some  shoe- 
maker who  should  be  induced  to  underlie  the 
tnystcriesof  the  right  and  left  prriiciple, — thin 
being  an  adaptation  which  the  happy  form  ^rf* 
the  German  feet  renders  miperfluoaef—we 
turned   into  a  court,  where  resided  our  last 
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chonce  for  these  more  reBned  attriljutes  of  Su 
Crisphi.  In  a  narrow  passage  leading  to  it 
stood  a  alight  female  figure  clad  in  the  most 
jigged  garb  of  beggary ;  a  cluster  of  rusty 
Muecpana  and  tin  pots  slung  over  her  shoulder, 
and  ait  air  of  ragabondism,  which,  added  to 
her  dirty  rags,  made  us  shrink  closer  together 
to  avoid  contact.  This  apparently  she  re- 
marked, and  turned  slowly  upon  ua  as  we 
passed,  a  face,  not  vulgar,  nor  bold,  nor  coarse, 
tlor  degraded,  but  of  Buch  surpassing  loveliness 
such  B  living  resemlilanec^  of  that  most  touch- 
ing of  all  delineations  of  female  beauty,  the 
Beatrice  Cenci,  but  more  youtjiful  still,  and  if 
possible  more  pathetic,  that  we  gazed  in  per- 
fect wonder.  Nor,  though  our  eiiocmakiog 
errand  was  attended  with  the  same  barren  re- 
Buh,  did  we  pause  to  add  the  usual  lecture,  jiot 
onihe  imp<:)licy  of  a  shoemaker  going  Iwyoud 
his  last,  butou  the  stupidity  of  hi»  not  acting  up 
tolit,  which  we  had  most  liberally  bestowed  on 
his  predeceasors,  but,  as  if  ^pell-bound,  hasteued 
to  emei^e.  There  stood  that  abject  figure, 
with  that  exquisite  Mater  Dolurona  head,  tike  a 
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beautiful  picture  framed  in  tatters.  Long  and 
riveted  were  our  glances,  but  that  marble  face 
heeded  us  not;  listless  and  unconscious  aa  a 
child,  she  turned  away,  and  seemed  to  have  no 
idea  beyond  her  saucepans.  We  passed  on, 
and  had  proceeded  about  a  hundred  yards, 
when, — c'etait  plus  Jurt  que  nou«, — we  tacitly 
and  simultaneously  turned  about  and  retraced 
our  steps.  "  She  is  no  Estonian,"  said  the 
one ;  "  She  is  an  angel  I"  said  the  other  ;  and 
these  were  our  only  words  of  mutual  iutelli- 
gencc.  My  dear  companion  now  addressed 
her  in  Estonian,  the  current  language  of  most 
of  tlie  lower  orders,  but  she  shook  her  head  and 
pointed  to  her  vile  saucepans.  German  was 
tried,  but  with  little  better  result,  when  impa- 
tiently 1  stammered  out  in  most  barbarous  Rue- 
sian, "  What  art  thou,  then  ;/ "  "  Ya,  YevretAa," 
"  J  am  an  Hebrew,"  was  the  laconic  reply. — 
but  it  spoke  volumes. 

Such  a  prize,  which  only  increased  in  every 
nameless  grace  the  longer  we  viewed  it,  was  not 
lightly  to  be  relinquished;  ]>ointing,  tJierefore, 
to  our  home  on  the  rocks,  we  fixed  a  meet- 
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ing  mth  our  vagrant  beauty  for  the  next 
day,  and  gently  bowing  her  head,  she  turned 
away. 

Beauty,  as  a  manifestation  of  the  Infinite, 
has  at  all  times  a  subduing  influence  over  the 
soul;  but  here  thia  indefinable  feeling  was 
increased  tenfold  by  tlie  outer  wretchedness 
of  the  object,  and  by  its  lofty  avowal  of  a 
despised  and  persecuted  race — one,  here  par- 
ticularly, treated  with  all  the  contumely 
on  unchristian  spirit  can  devise.  It  was 
therefore  with  feelings  of  childish  impa- 
tience that  I  awaited  the  reappearance  of  thia 
pale  vision,  while  some  lurking  recollections  of 
the  besetting  sin  of  younger  days — which,  by 
viewing  all  objects  through  the  medium  of  a 
sanguine  fancy,  had  often  been  of  g^at  tempo- 
rary advantage  to  otlier?,  and  of  subsequent  mor- 
tification to  myself — made  me  doubt  whether, 
in  the  enthusiasm  of  the  moment,  I  had  not 
overrated  the  first  impression.  Ten  o'clock 
arrived,  and  the  Jewess  was  ushered  in.  I 
looked  up  almost  in  apprehension,  bo  reluctant 
to  \o&e  the  sweet  image  which  my  mind 
had  retained.     But  what  would  mortal  wish 
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for  more  ?  It  'was-  Uie  C^ci  herself — 'the  same 
open  forehead,  delicate  nose,  ami  full  small 
mouth, — the  soft  hazel  eyes  alone  exclianged 
for  orbs  of  the  deepest  violet  hue,  fringed  witit 
long  lashes  which  sunk  beneath  my  gaz€^  and 
fell  on  cheeks  of  alabaster  sh'ghtly  fliislied  witii 
the  morning  exercise.  Her  temples  were  boaild 
with  a  handkerchief  of  a  full  blue,  wluchi  re- 
peated with  unstudied  art  the  peculiar  colour 
of  her  eyes.  Her  wretched  garments  were 
partially  hidden  by  a  decent  Kaaoim'tka,  or 
half-cloak,  which  hung  negligently  from  Jier 
shoulders,  while  the  open  fur  collar  enclosed 
the  fair  throat  and  head,  like  the  lotus-leaf 
round  the  bust  of  an  Isis. 

The  name  of  this  beautiful  being  was  Roae;  she 
knew  no  other;  and  my  companion  and  myself 
exchanged  looks  of  increasing  sympathy  And 
interest  on  learning  that  the  young  creature,  only 
sixteen  years  of  age,  who  stood  before  us,  had 
been  tliree  years  a  wife,  and  was  now  the  mother 
of  a  child  old  enough  to  run  alone.  Hcrmao- 
iiers  corresponded  with  the  unconscious gracesof 
her  jierson.  She  gazed  with  abstraction  aod 
languor  at  us  as  wc  continued  our  glaucea  of 
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aiteiration,  and  while  preparations  for  a  sitting^, 
which  was  to  furnish  some  visible  tneracnto 
for  future  days,  of  a  face  never  to  be  forgott«*ii, 
were  going  forward,  sat  down  and  carelessly 
eKdtnincdsorae  trinkets  which  lay  on  the  bible, 
while  Saseha,  not  partaking  of  her  mistress's 
poetry,  kept  a  sharp  eye  upon  her.  But  this 
she  heeded  not ;  and  having  satisfied  a  passing 
cnriosity,  this  young  Israelitish  woman  laid 
them  down  with  apathy,  and,  folding  her  small 
bands  fringed  witli  rags,  sat  like  the  statue  of 
Westmacott's  "Distressed  Mother,"  the  image 
df  uncomplaining  poverty  and  suffering. 
'-'■Comprehending  now  the  object  of  her  visit, 
she  remonstrated  against  being  taken  in  the 
hekd-drese  of  a  Russian,  which  her  plain  band- 
kettbief  denoted,  and  camestlv  requested  the 
materials  lor  her  national  turban,  which  ebe 
dways  wore  at  the  Saturday  Synagogue.  We 
left  the  girl-mother  to  do  as  she  would,  and 
selecting  from  our  storea  a  large  handkerchief 
of  bright  colours,  and  tearing  a  strip  of  muslin, 
which  she  bound  round  ber  temples,  and  fast- 
ened with    long    ends    Ijehind — the   identical 
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ancient  Hebrew  fillet — she  proceeded  to  fold 
the  Imud kerchief  in  the  requisite  shape,  upon 
lier  kuee.  We  watched  lier  with  indeaciibablc 
interest.  How  raaiiy  liuudred  years  had  elapsed, 
and  these  small  fingers  adjusted  the  peculiar 
head-dress  of  her  people  in  precisely  the  same 
form  as  if  Jerusalem  were  still  her  home,  and 
the  daily  sacrifice  still  ofi'ering!  And  soon  this 
young  descendant  of  tlie  oldest  people  stood 
before  ua  the  youthful  wo-begone  Hagar  of 
the  old  masters.  But  yet  her  physiognomy 
could  scarcely  be  termed  Jewish,  as  indeed  my 
many  and  miscellaneous  types  may  have  evi- 
denced, unless  the  tribes  included  softer  and 
cooler  looks  than  painters  assign  Uiemt  or  than 
their  descendanta  have  pre9er\'ed.  She  said 
she  was  not  unhappy ;  that  her  husband,  a  sailor 
iu  the  Russian  navy,  was  *'good  enough  for  her;" 
and  she  made  uo  complaint  of  poverty,  but  tJiis 
it  was,  combined  witti  tlie  inheritance  of  pas- 
sive endurance,  whicli  was  written  on  her  pale 
brow.  Our  delicate  Hose  of  Sharon  sat  grace- 
fully and  intelligently,  and,  wlientlie  drawing 
was  completed,  took  our  olferiugs  with  court- 


I 

I 
I 
J 


I 


eouB  thanks,  but  with  more  of  carelcBsness  and 
apathy  than  avidity.  To  kindred  enthusiasts 
no  apology  is  necessary  for  the  length  of  this 
narration.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  we  never  lost 
sight  of  our  "  beautiful  Pagan,"  who  continued 
to  grow  in  our  good  graces,  until  the  removal 
of  tlie  fleet  carried  lier  off  to  Cronstadt. 

Quitting  tlie  sweet  Jewess  for  a  very  differ- 
ent scene,  we  repaired  to  a  dinner-party  at  the 
castle,  where  we  found  no  jioetry,  it  is  true, 
though  much  of  good  prose.  Here  another 
romance  of  real  life  was  disoloeed,  which  gave 
matter  for  nearly  as  much  disquisition  a*  the  now 
&irty  rakedoothistoryof Griseldis.  A  butcher 
of  the  town,  having  been  convicted  of  the  fla- 
grant crime  of  stealing  two  oxen  from  an  open 
pasture  near  Reval,  was  now  lying  in  the  dun- 
geons beneath  us,  previous  to  commencing  hig 
dismal  journey  for  life  to  Siberia.  This  man 
was  engaged  to  be  married  to  a  young  mantua- 
maker,  whose  pretty  looks  and  ways  had  often 
divided  our  attention  with  her  fashions.  Of 
course  it  was  thought  and  advised  by  all  who 
wished  her  well  that  the  now  disgraceful  con- 
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nextion  should  be  rellnquislied,  but,  resisting 
all  entreaties  and  representation,  she  merely 
repeated  a  faithful  woman's  argument,  "  If  he 
wanted  my  love  to  make  him  Iiappy  when'  he 
was  innocent,  how  much  more  does  he  need  it 
now  he  is  guilty!"  and  declared  her  intention  of 
accompanjing  him  in  his  banishment.  Ac- 
cordingly the  mournful  wedding  ceremony,  the 
very  antithesis  of  our  last  marriage  de  conve- 
nancc,  was  performed  in  the  prison  vanlt,  and 
a  few  days  after,  the  innocent  and  guilty,  now 
become  one.  started  on  their  cliecrless  wedding 
trip.  The  faithful  wife  took  with  her  the  synl- 
pathy  and  blessings  of  every  true  woman's  heart, 
and  left  behind  a  character  which  many  a'n 
heroic  matron  of  sterner  times  might  have  en- 
vied.* But  let  not  a  woman  overrate  the  de- 
votion of  her  sex.  Wliatever  the  sacrifioe, 
whatever  the  suffering,  there  is  Buch  an  io- 
stinctive  pleasure  in  its  exercise  as  would  re- 
quire more  than  a  woman's  prudence  to  fortgb. 


*  This  journey  did  not  continue  fnnhcr  than  Mokow, 
for  iliere,  in  constdentioQ  of  faia  wife,  a  panbn  readied  m 
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The  woman,  though  not  iu  this  case,  is  as  often 
falsely  indulgent  and  bancfully  uuselG^h  as 
the  mother,  and  as  often  reaps  only  ingratitude. 
.  I  The  severity  of  an  absolute  government  is 
moetfelt  in  the  arbitrariness  of  a  sentence.  What 
has  a  criminal  to  appeal  to  in  a  law  which 
makes  and  unmakes  itself  at  will  ?  A$  oft^n 
as  not,  the  convict  who  has  worn  out  the  pre- 
scribed term  of  banishment,  returns  not  to  be 
free.  If  the  ruler  will  it,  he  remains  hia  life- 
long imder  surveillance  of  the  police,  can  eu- 
^ge  in  no  voluntary  clioice  of  occupatiou, 
while  his  children  born  in  banishment  slk 
serfs,  and  disposed  of  as  the  crown  appoints. 
Nevertheless,  justice  muat  be  done  to  an  abso- 
lute government.  In  this  early  stage  of  society, 
none  other  would  secure  to  it  the  overbalancing 
equivalent  of  order  and  peace  which  Estonia 
enjoys  under  Hus^^ia.  Too  insigniticant  to 
govern  herself,  and  too  temptiug  and  too  central 
to  bedisregarded  by  otiiers,  Ebtonia  has  been 
bandied  about  by  every  northern  ]wwer,  and 
has  exhibited  u  scene  of  suffering  and  discord, 
of  which  the  history  of  the  town  of  Rvval  is 
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sufficient  to  give  an  epitome.  For  this  I  must 
take  you  back,  to  the  year  1093,  when  the 
first  buildings  recorded  a&  occupying  its 
present  site  were  erected  by  Erich  IV.  of 
Denmark.  These  consisted  of  a  monastery 
dedicated  to  the  archangel  Michael,  afterwaitls 
transformed  into  a  convent  of  Cistercian  nuns, 
the  rnins  of  which  areetill  standing,  and  whence 
the  Cistfirnpjbrte,  one  of  the  gates  of  the  town^ 
derives  its  name ;  and  a  fortress  called  Lin- 
danisse,  and  by  the  peasants  Dani-Linnaf  or 
Danish  town,  whence  the  contraction  TalUna, 
the  Estonian  name  for  Reval  at  the  present  day. 
To  these  were  added  other  buildings;  but  it 
was  not  until  1219  that  Waldeniar  II.  of 
Denmark  {tiilled  down  the  fortress,  probably 
on  the  Dome  Hill,  and  set  about  erecting  a 
regular  town.  From  this  time  it  apjwars  to 
have  been  called  Reval,  about  the  derivation  «f 
which  many  Iiave  disagreed,  but  wliich  apjwars 
with  the  most  probability  to  arise  from  the 
Danish  word  Refwell,  a  reef;  and  well  might 
this  singular  reef  of  circular  rocks,  which  stands 
an  insulated  mass,   witli  plains  of  deep  sand 
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arotuid,  suggest  the  appellation.*  Reval  now 
became  of  sufficient  importance  to  be  quarrelled 
for  by  the  Danes,  the  Swedes,  the  Livonian 
Knights,  then  recently  united  with  the  Grand 
Order  of  the  Teutonic  Knights,  and  even  by 
the  Pope  himself,  who,  however,  seems  to 
have  tlirown  his  interest  into  the  scale  of 
Denmark;  by  whom,  in  1240,  it  was  ele- 
vated to  the  seat  of  a  bishopric.  To  this 
was  shortly  after  added  the  privileges  of  a 
Hanseatie  town,  upon  the  same  footing  as  Liz- 
beck,  which  for  that  purpose  sent  over  a  copy 
of  her  municipal  cliarter, — a  document  still 
preserved  in  the  archives.  Trade  now  began  to 
flourisli,  and  was  further  encouraged  during 
the  regency  of  the  Queen  Mother  of  Denmark, 
Margaretta  Sambiria,  who  selected  Estonia  as 
her  fP'ittwengitx,  confirmed  and  increased  the 
privileges  of  Reval,  endowed  it  with  the  right 
of  coinage,  &c.,  and  enfranchised  it  from  all 
outer  interference.  These  privileges,  however, 
Hid  not  extend  to  the  Dome,  where  the  Stadt- 
halter,  or  governor,  resided,  and  which,  as  it 

'  Another  hypolhesi*  might  Iw  advanced  from  a  famnu* 
OtDub  lUiMlard,  ealled  Reafaii,  or  raven. 
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still  continues,  was  iDdependent  of  the  town, 
aiid  not  considered  Reval.  But  even  this  short 
age  of  gold  was  disturbed  by  many  bitter  squab- 
bles about  rights  of  boundary,  &c.,  which  have 
by  no  means  fallen  into  disuse.  In  1284 
Reval  was  included  in  the  Hanseatic  bond,  and 
meanwhile  this  fertile  province  of  Estonia,  with 
its  wealthy  little  capital,  from  being  a  widow's 
dowry,  became  a  bride's  portion,  and  in  right 
of  his  wife,  a  princess  of  Sweden,  was  posses&ed 
for  some  time  by  a  Mark-Graf  of  Brandenburg. 
After  which  it  was  again  bandied  about,  being 
even  known  for  a  few  years  to  govern  itself! 
and  was  at  length,  the  Danish  coffers  being 
low,  formally  sold,  in  1 347,  to  the  Grand  Master 
ofthe  Teutonic  Order  at  Marienbiirg,and  given, 
at  Brst  in  trust,  and  afterwards  as  an  independent 
possession,  to  bis  ally,  the  Master  of  the  Order 
in  Livonia. 

The  knights  were  very  glad  of  so  fair  u  pro- 
vince as  an  arena  for  their  deeds,  and,  as  &r 
as  incessantly  and  alternately  defending  and 
embroiling  it,  did  their  duty  most  valiantly, 
building  also  castles,  where  they  lived  in  great 
pomp,  and  introducing  tlie  chivalrous  foiling 
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of  the  age,  aod  the  luxury  which  always  fol- 
lowed in  the  steps  of  these  gay  bachelors.  And 
what  with  tlie  iiicreaaiag  commercial  wealth  of 
Reral,  this  luxury  was  carried  to  such  a  pitch, 
that  the  gentlemen  wore  heavy  chains  of  gold 
aad  pranoed  about  ou  saddlecloth*  embroidered 
with  jewels,  and  the  ladies  sported  diamonds 
aud  other  precious  stones  iu  such  profusion, 
that  an  old  chronicler  says,  "  does  man  luit  dem 
ff^erth  deaelben  einen  guten  Handel  anj'an~ 
gen,  und  fVeiL  und  Kinder  n&Itren  konnte  ;" 
and  at  weddings  and  other  such  festivities, 
irbich  were  iield  in  Gothic  guildhalls,  some  of 
wludi  still  exist,  the  beer  was  poured  out  so 
unsparingly,  that  the  ladies  with  their  diamond 
looped  dresses  found  the  floor  too  slippeiy  to 
keep  their  footing,  and  hay  was  brought  in  to 
mop  it  up.  At  this  time  Plat  deutuch  waA  the 
prevailing  language,  and  perfectly  consistent 
witti  these  libations  of  malt  and  hops. 

It  may  be  supposed  that  all  this  luxury  fell 

hard  upon  the  neglected  serf  peasant,  and  an 

old  saying  still  exists,  that  "  Estonia  was  an 

£lysiuiD  for  the  nobility,  a  heaven  for   the 

.VOL.  I.  o 
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clergy,  a  mine  of  gold  for  the  stranger,  but 
a  hell  for  the  peasant/*  who,  agreeably  to  the 
history  of  most  republics,  was  ground  down  to 
the  most  abject  poverty.  Consequently,  in 
1560,  they  rose  in  immense  numbers,  attacked 
castles  and  monasteries,  killing  and  slaying  all 
before  them,  and  .menaced  Reval,  where  many 
of  their  lords  had  taken  refuge,  so  seriously,  that 
with  Russia,  always  a  troublesome  neighbour, 
invading  their  frontier,  and  unaided  by  their 
knights,  who  were  fettered  with  debts,  and  had 
battles  enough  of  their  own  to  fight  at  this  time, 
the  Revalensers  and  the  rest  of  the  province 
formally  threw  oflP  the  dominion  of  the  Order, 
and,  calling  over  the  aid  of  Sweden,  took  the 
oaths  of  allegiance  to  King  Erich  XIV., 
in  1561. 

It  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  the  Order  ac- 
quiesced passively  in  this  transfer ;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  made  several  attempts  to  reassume  its 
rights,  while  Russia,  to  whom  Estonia  had  ever 
been  an  apple  of  discord,  laid  repeated  siege 
to  many  of  the  minor  towns.  But,  othervirise, 
peace  prevailed  during  the  Swedish  sway,  and 
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-^histavns  Adolphus  has  left,  in  various  wise 
institutibnSy  many  traces  of  his  paternal  govem- 
c'ttent,  and  Christina  his  daughter,  of  hers, 
principally  in  the  establishment  of  a  so-called 
Ritterbankj  or  regular  matriculated  nobility. 
But  the  days  of  peace  were  chequered  by  alter- 
nate plague  and  famine,  and  the  Hanseatic  in* 
fluenoe  declining,  Reval  declined  also. 

The  manner  in  which  the  provinces  of  Es- 
tonia and  Livonia  were  wrested  from  Charles 
XII.  of  Sweden,  by  Peter  the  Great,  is  too 
well  known  to  need  repetition.  The  Estonians 
esteem  themselves  fortunate  in  being  united 
to  Russia  under  so  enlightened  a  Zar,  who  lefb 
them  all  their  privileges,  and  took  much  delight  in 
his  new  acquisition,  visiting  Reval  several  times, 
and  instituting  public  improvements.  Reval 
indeed  has  received  visits  from  all  the  sove- 
reigns  in  turn,  who  have  paid  due  homage  to 
its  beauty  and  salubrity,  and  also,  among  simi- 
lar events,  remembers  with  pride  the  visit  of 
Nelson. 

Tlic  province  has  been  allowed  to  retain  its 
own    jurisdiction,   whicli   is  administered   by 

o2 
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twelve  Landrathe,  a  strictly  honorary  office, 
dating  from  the  14tb  century,  and  as  &r  abore 
the  vile  oormption  of  the  Russian  courts  of 
justice  as  our  own  English  bench  can  be.  The 
most  distinguished  names  which  fill  the  pages 
of  Estonian  history,  either  in  an  episcopal,  miB- 
tary,  or  civil  capacity,  are  those  of  the  Barons 
Meyendorf,  llxciUl,  the  Estonian  name  for  the 
same,  but  now  a  distinct  family,  Rosen,  and 
Ungem,  all  of  which  still  exist  in  very  flou- 
rishing condition,  with  many  others,  of  more 
recent  origin,  from  Sweden,  Russia,  and  all 
parts  of  Europe,  including  even  the  names  of 
Douglas,*  O'Rourke,  and  Lewis  of  Menar, 
which  stand  here  in  friendly  propinquity,  their 
British  origin  being  overlooked  in  their  esta- 
blished Estonian  antiquity. 

I  will  only  add  that  Reval  and  Estonia — for 
their  histories  blend  too  much  to  be  separated — 
were  more  or  less  under  the  dominion  of  Den- 
mark until  1347,  under  that  of  the  Order  or 

♦  Of  the  house  of  Angus  none  now  remain,  the  laat 
Countesfl  Douglas,  a  beautiful  heiress,  having  married  a 
Count  IgeUtrOm. 
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Schwerdt-briider  until  1561,  under  Sweden 
until  1 700,  since  when  they  have  proved  them* 
gelves  most  loyal  subjects  to  Russia,  who  selects 
her  best  civil  and  military  oflBicers  from  this 
Polyglot  colony,  and  are  caressed  fis  ^*  mes  bans 
EHoniens  "  by  Nicholas  I.,  whom  Boje  chrani  I 
or,  in  good  English,  God  preserve ! 


END  OF  THE  FIRST  VOtUME. 
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burihen  of  the  Poll-tax  and  recruitage  Rystem — Anecdotes 
of  recruiliug — Miierica  uf  a  RuBsian  soldier's  life — Ad- 
vantages of  the  tame — Sascha's  trials  of  coDscieoce — The 
RiiMiaii  language — LiteraCuie  of  Russia — Foreigners' 
ideas  of  England — Languor  of  the  season. 

This  is  tlic  season  which  tries  the  health  and 
spirits  of  the  native  of  a  more  genial  clime. 
How  long  it  is  that  our  island  has  heen  clothed 
in  green — how  long  it  is  that  you  have  been 
enjoying  sweet  sights  and  scents  In  such 
profusion  as  almost  to  neglect  these  precious 
offerings,  whilst  we  have  sledged  back  to  our 
country  home  over  roads  as  hard  with  frost,  and 
deeper  with  suow  than  ever,  to  find  Nature  as 
dry,  frigid,  and  motionless  as  we  left  her  ten 
weeks  ago !   It  is  said  that  the  first  rose  pre- 
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sented  to  Sir  Edward  Parry,  on  returning  from 
one  of  his  voyages,  he  involuntarily  seized  and 
ate.  From  my  OMm  present  voracious  yearn- 
ings for  some  token  of  verdant  life,  however 
humble,  I  can  quite  comprehend  such  an  act. 
How  dependent  is  man !  If  the  accustomed 
blessings  be  delayed  but  a  few  weeks,  the  soul 
pines,  and  even  the  physical  powers  languish 
as  with  the  nuzl  du  pays.  The  sight  of  a  violet 
would  I  believe  a£Pect  me,  as  the  sound  of  their 
native  melodies  did  the  home-sick  Swiss.  Our 
rooms>  it  is  true,  are  decked  with  blooming  ex- 
otics, but  it  is  the  green  earth  we  long  for. 

The  season,  however,  is  unusually  protracted, 
and  the  enervating  effect  of  the  spring  air, 
which  has  long  preceded  its  other  attributes, 
is  evident  in  the  languor  of  the  domestic  ani- 
mals around  us.  The  little  peasant  horses, 
who  turn  off  the  Bahn  up  to  their  chests  in  the 
deep  snow  to  make  way  for  our  better  fed  and 
less  laden  animals,  can  hardly  drag  themselves 
into  the  tra<^  again.  The  fodder  is  beginning 
to  fail,  and  yet  no  sign  appears  of  that  change 
which  is  to  remove  these  accumulated  months 


BUFFBRINGS  OF  THB  PEASANTS. 

1  for  whatever  of  thaw  the  increasing 
height  and  power  of  the  sun  may  affect  in  the 
day,  the  frost,  Penelope-like,  counteracts  iti  the 
n^ht;  and  the  Burfaec  of  the  earth  remains  as 
deep  hidden  as  ever  beneath  tliese  swathings 
of  cold  cottou  wool.  The  long  days,  the  daz- 
zling light,  the  unvaryingly  beautiful  weather, 
the  prismatic  hues  on  the  western  hemisphere 
on  which  the  eveaiag  star  chines  like  a  pale 
spangle  upon  a  rolx*  of  orient  tints,  all  add  but 
lo  longings  they  cannot  assuage.  Till  Nature's 
renascence  give  life  to  these  lovely  elements,  we 
embrace  but  a  statue. 

Now  it  is  that  the  peasants  claim  our  utmost 
help.  If  their  sufferings  be  less  sentimental 
than  our  own,  they  are  also  more  positive.  At 
the  begiuning  of  winter  the  peasant  fares 
well,  eats  wholesome  rye  bread,  and  plenty  of 
it.  Towards  spring,  his  stores,  never  well  hus- 
banded, begin  lo  fail,  and  the  course  rye  Hour 
is  eked  out  with  a  little  clioppcd  straw  ;  but, 
wlieu  the  season  is  thus  prolonged,  this  position 
is  reversed,  and  it  is  the  straw  whicli  becomes 
tfaa  cliief  ingredient  of  the  loaf  which  is  to  fill, 
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not  Dounab,  )m  body — so  much  eo  that  on 
exposure  to  fire  this  wretched  bread  will  ignite 
and  blaze  like  a  torch.  This  insufficient  fare  is 
often  followed  by  an  epidemic- — typhus  or 
scarlet  fever.  The  latter  especially  is  the 
scourge  nf  the  land,  and  almost  invariably  fataj 
to  children  ;  and  villages  are  sometimes  depo- 
pulated of  tlieir  juvenile  members,  for  tjiose 
who  struggle  through  the  fever  are  carried  off  by 
subsequent  dropsy.  As  for  prompt  medical  at)- 
tendance.  how  is  that  to  be  expected  among  a 
poor  and  widely-scattered  population,  whioli 
not  even  the  highest  classes  in  the  land  can 
command  ?  Many  a  nobleman's  family  is  situ- 
ated a  huudi-ed  wersts  from  medical  aid,  and 
thus  four-aud -twenty  fatal  tioiirs  will  some- 
times eiajise  which  no  skill  can  recover.  Upon 
the  whole,  however,  the  average  of  health  is 
verj-  good.  There  are  no  sucli  gaps  among 
families. — no  fading  of  such  opening  flowers  as 
English  parents  follow  to  the  grave, — no  such 
heart-breaking  bereavements  of  young  mothers, 
who,  when  most  dear  and  most  ueedod,  dele- 
gate their  brcalb  to  the  infant  who  has  just 
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received  it;  or  rather,  few  are  such  instances 
among  the  whole  colony  of  the  noblesse,  all 
known  to  each  other,  in  comijarison  witli  the  loss 
wliidi,  in.  both  these  respects  the  narrow  com- 
pass of  my  own  counexion  affords.  In  the  de- 
partment of  pharmacy  the  medical  men  appear 
highly  skilful  and  enliglitcned,  though  in  that 
of  chirurgery  not  equally  advanced.  The 
daring,  successful  skill  of  the  famotis  operator, 
Pj'Wgoft"  of  Dorpat,  however,  has  been  fre- 
quently uvinced  here,  as  his  sph«re  of  philan- 
thropic practice  may  be  said  to  include  these 
tbreo  provinces.  In  accidents  and  simpler 
maladies,  a  village  Eaculapius  is  often  resorted 
»o,  who  will  set  a  limb  and  open  a  vein  as  suc- 
cenfuUy  as  a  regular  practitioner;  and  as  lx>tb 
ipatitfnt  and  preacribcr  are  equally  under  the 
influence. of  superstition,  this  enters  largely 
both  into  means  and  cure. 

The  other  day,  a  hidy  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  atlhorence  to  ancient  usages  includes 
her  amoag  a  class  now  ftist  lading  from  society, 
being  8lt)acb?d  'whh  erj'sipelas  in  the  foot,  e«Dt 
for  the  wise  man  of  tlie  village  to  charm   it 
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away.  A  kind  of  Estonian  Fakeer  was  an- 
nounced, whom,  in  the  first  place,  it  required 
faith  of  no  common  kind  to  approach  at  all,  and 
who,  after  various  incantations,  striking  a  light. 
Sec.,  over  the  hmb,  broke  silence  by  asking  for 
a  piece  of  bread  and  butter,  "  Cut  him  a  thick 
slice,  I  dare  say  he  is  hungry,"  said  the  good 
soul,  fumbling  for  her  keys,  and  anximis  to 
propitiate  tlie  oracle  ;  and  away  ran  the  mam* 
selle  to  the  Schaflerci,  and  returned  with  a  thick 
octavo-volume  slice,  which  under  ordiDOry 
circumstances  would  have  chased  away  all 
hunger  to  look  at.  This  the  old  man  took,  but 
instead  of  applying  his  teeth  to  the  task,  com- 
menced tracing  the  sign  of  the  cross  and  other 
forms  with  his  long  nails  through  the  thick 
butter ;  and  when  the  surface  was  well  marbled 
and  furrowed  with  lines  of  dirt,  solemnly  made 
it  over  to  his  patient  to  eat. — and  this,  though 
somewhat  taken  by  surprise,  it  is  only  ju«t 
to  add.  she  conscientiously  did,  but  how  the 
erysipeln*  fared  in  consequence  !  know  not. 

From  the  frequent  succession  of  TnastefB,  I 
Lave  alluded  to  before,  it  is  as  difficult  to  judge 
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fairly  of  the  Estonian  peasant  as  of  the  child 
who  is  always  changing  school — a  state  of 
things  which  is  not  unseldom  aggravated  by 
the  circumstance  of  a  wealthy  or  indifferent 
Seigneur  leaving  his  peasantry  entirely  at  the 
mercy  of  a  so-called  Disponent,  or  bailiff';  an 
individual  who  occupiea  much  the  same  situa- 
tion without,  as  a  mamselle  within  the  house, 
and,  like  an  Irish  agent*  too  often  grinds  the 
one  party  and  defrauds  the  other.  The  lower 
class  of  Germans  here  are  a  most  disreapectable 
set,  and  not  nearly  so  trusty  as  the  native 
Estonians  whom  they  affect  to  despise.  Some 
instances  occur  of  Estonians  who  have  raised 
themselves  from  tlie  peasant's  hut  to  a  state  of 
competence,  retaining  no  indication  of  their 
origin  save  in  their  peculiar  Estonian  German  ; 
but,  generally  speaking,  at  best  they  are  but  a 
fretted  nation,  borne  down  by  the  double  misery 
of  poll-tax  and  liability  to  recruitage, — the  one 
the  price  they  pay  for  their  breath,  the  other 
for  tlieir  manhood.  Happy  the  family  where 
only  girls  are  born,  who  offer  the  double  ad- 
vantage of  working  as  hard,  and  paying  luw 
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thaa  the  other  sex.  The  present  rate  of  -Kt^ 
Steuer,  or  poll-tax,  is  four  roubles  «ixty  co- 
pecks, or  about  tbur  shilliugs  English  per  headi 
uot  only  upon  the  able-bodied  man,  but  upon 
every  chick  and  child  of  male  kiod — an  enor- 
mous tax  when  the  relative  value  of  money  is 
considered.  .A  reviBiou  of  the  population  takea 
place  every  sixteen  years,  ami,  if  the  house- 
hold pay  not  for  tboee  bora  uuto  tbeni  in  the 
interim,  they  do  for  those  taken  from  tbera; 
therefore  tlte  crown  is  no  loser,  and  the  ill 
wind  blows  no  good  to  the  peasant. 

The  recruiting  system  falls  especially  hard 
upon  those  provinces  tributary  to  Russia,  but 
otherwise  not  Russianised.  No  matter  how 
foreign  and  incongruous,  all  atoms  that  enter 
that  vast  crucible,  the  Russian  army,  are  fttaed 
down  to  the  same  form.  The  Estonian,  there- 
fore, fares  so  much  worse  than  the  native  Rus- 
sian, iti  that  he  leaves  uot  only  kindred  and 
home,  but  language,  country,  and  religion,  and 
furthermore  an  inherent  taste  for  u  pastoral 
life,  which  the  Russian  does  not  share.  Fmm 
the  moment  that  the  peasant  of  tlie  Baltic  pro- 
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Vinces  dravB  the  fatal  lot  No.  I,  he  knows 
that  Ite  is  a.  Russian,  and,  worst*  than  that,  'a 
IliMslan  soldier,  and  not  only  himself,  but  every 
sonlVoin  that  hour  horn  to  him;  fbr,  like  the 
executiooer'a  offioe  in  Germany,  a  soldier's  life 
ta  Russia  is  hereditary.  He  receives  no  bounty 
money ;  on  the  contrary  his  parish  is  chained 
with  the  tix))ense  of  his  outfit  to  the  amount  of 
between  thirty  and  forty  roubles — his  hair, 
which  an  EstoniAn  regards  as  sacred,  is  cut  to 
witbto  a  straw's  breadtlt  ofhis  head  ;  and  amidst 
scenes  of  distress  which  have  touched  the 
steraeat  hearts,  the  Estonian  shepherd  leeVes 
the  home  of  his  youth.  If  wars  and  climate 
and  sickness  and  hardsiiip  spare  him,  be  returns 
after  four-and-twcnty  years  of  service — his 
language  scarce  remembered,  his  religion 
changed,  and  with  not  a  rouble  in  his  pocket — 
toBC^k  his  daily  bread  by  his  own  exertions 
for  tbo  remainder  of  his  life,  or  to  be  charge- 
able to  his  purisli,  who  by  this  time  have  for- 
gotten diat  he  ever  existed,  and  certainly  wi<ih 
ho  h*l  never  returned.  Perhaps  an  order  or 
two  decorates  him,  or  reacbes  him  after  his 
b3 
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dismissal ;  but  tlie  worn-out  RuBsian  soldier 
has  little  pride  in  the  tokens  of  that  bravery 
wliich  has  consumed  his  health,  strength,  and 
best  years,  and  earned  him  no  maintenance 
wlien  these  are  gone. 

The  age  of  liability  is  from  twenty  to  thirty- 
five — the  number  at  this  time  annually  drawn 
Bveina  thousand.  Each  estate  offire/Za^en — 
a  measurement  relating  to  amount  of  corn  sown, 
and  not  to  actual  extent — can  screen  four 
Recrutenfahige,  or  liable  subjects;  no  estate 
can  screen  more  than  twelve.  This  power  of 
protection  is  engrossed  principally  by  the  bouse 
and  stable  servants — for  your  ovrn  valet,  or 
coachman,  unless  you  purchase  his  exemption, 
is  just  as  liable  as  the  rest.  The  price  of  ex- 
emption is  a  thousand  roubles,  or  a  hundred 
roubles  a-year  for  fifteen  years.  If  one  year 
be  omitted  or  delayed,  the  previous  payments 
are  annulled.  Nor  will  the  crown  accept  a 
man  the  less,  and  another  sutlers  for  his  neigh- 
bour's better  means.  Besides  purchase  money, 
the  only  grounds  for  exemption  consist  in  a 
personal  defect,  or  a  family  of  throe  children. 
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The  fatlier  of  two  children  is  taken.  At  the 
last  annual  recruiting  a  peasant,  already  the 
&ther  of  one  child  and  ahout  to  heconie  that  of 
another,  drew  the  fatal  lot,  and  with  streaming 
eyes  and  trembling  limhs  was  (juitting  tlie 
room  to  take  leave  of  nil  dear  to  him,  when 
the  door  buret  open  and  his  father,  flinging 
himself  OB  hia  neck,  proclaimed  him  free.  His 
wife  had  been  confined  of  twins.  With  regard 
to  the  other  cause  for  exemption,  examples  of 
voluntary  maiming  arc  not  rare.  A  stone- 
mason whom  we  observed  chiselling  a  dehcate 
piece  of  sculpture  under  the  utmost  stmin  of 
sight,  for  oue  eye  was  blinded  with  a  cataract, 
we  strenuously  urged  to  apply  for  medical  aid, 
but  smiling  he  replied,  "  I  would  not  have  two 
eyes  for  tl»e  world — now  I  can't  be  taken 
for  a  recruit." 

On  those  estates  where  the  population  from 
some  cause  is  not  able  to  make  up  the  necessary 
number  of  recruits,  a  child  is  delivered  over 
and  consigned  to  the  military  school  at  Reval. 
The  crown  must  have  its  "  pound  of  flesh." 
This  substitute,  however,  it  accepts  most  un- 
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willingly,  as  each  of  theee  little  Cantoniaten;  ae 
they  are  termed,  costs  government  at  the  rate 
of  thirty  copecks  a-day,  and  not  above  one- 
third  are  reared  for  actual  service.  Such  is 
the  anxiety  of  the  crown  to  enforce  every 
means  of  securing  men  i'or  tlie  army,  that  the 
moment  a  soldier's  wife  gives  birth  to  a  sou  tbe 
parish  authorities  are  bound  to  give  iiotioei 
under  penalty  of  five-and-twenty  roubles.' for 
every  month's  delay.  So  much  bread*' or 
corn  is  then  allowed  for  the  infant  recruit, 
which  is  ietched  monthly  from  the  neartst  townt 
And  now  for  the  milder  view  of  tliis  system, 
which  at  present  huya  the  public  protection  at 
the  price  of  domestic  m  isery.  If  the  recruit  be 
taken  early  in  life  with  no  bonds  of  wife  or  child- 
ren, his  prospects  may  be  considered  as  fair 
as  those  of  any  peasant  at  home.  If  he  fit)) 
beneath  an  honest  and  humane  officer,  faiter 
still,  for  he  is  secure  of  good  maintenance  and 
good  clothing.  If  the  individual  himself  be 
industrious  and  careful  he  may,  from  tlie  «ale 
of  his  surplus  bread, — for  when  hoQe»tly  dealt 
by  he  has  more  per  day  than  he  can  consume, 
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— from  the  sale  of  his  Scknapfs,  or  dram,  and 
other  extra  mtioQB  ^vhich  he  receives  upon 
every  grand  parade,  aa  wull  aa  with  tlie  addi- 
tion ot*  email  dooatious  in  money  M'liich  accom- 
pany these  occasions  (his  pay  is  aottiiug,  not 
above  eight  roubles  u  year) — he  may  from  all 
these  sources  realise  a  fuud  of  three  or  four 
hundred  roubles  to  retire  with  ;  has  learnt  a 
trade,  has  acquired  habibi>  of  obedieoce,  and  ia 
a  free  man.  If  the  higher  clasees  m  Russia 
(aiuld  be  de|>ended  upon  for  honesty,  thcsoldier's 
life  would  be  no  longer  !H)  pitiehle. 

Under  the  present  utitowai-d  comUiuation  of 
outward  monotony  and  inward  languor  which 
this  season  adduces,  it  ret^uires  ratJier  a  severe 
syetem  of  drilling  to  drive  such  idle  recruits  as 
myself  to  the  study  of  Russian  ;  and  Sascha, 
who  at  first  was  so  elated  with  my  progress,  that 
in  the  pride  of  ber  heart  she  knew  not  whiclt 
most  to  extol,  her  pupil  or  herself,  now  sinks 
into  equal  dL-eputideiice  iit  the  apatliy  with 
which  grammar^  and  dictioQarits  are  regarded, 
bluudora  tlie  most  unjustifiable  repeated  day 
by  day,  aud  worse  Uian  all,  her  respectful  re- 
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moustr^ic€s  parried  by  a  saucy  word  which 
she  wonders  how  I  came  by.  For  Sascha  keeps 
a  strict  watch  over  any  interloper  wliich  may 
have  clandestinely  intervened,  and  piques  her- 
self as  much  upon  the  decorum  of  her  ideas  as 
upon  the  correctness  of  her  speech.  Not  un- 
seldom  does  her  zeal  for  the  latter  lead  to  most 
amusing  disputes,  for,  in  the  pride  of  a  Russian 
tongue,  a  hirthright  which  she  posaesaes  so 
undisputedly  here  in  our  household  of  simple 
Estonians,  that  she  begins  to  look  upon  it  ip 
the  ligiit  of  a  personal  merit,  she  assumes  a 
dictatorial  tone  equally  upon  the  right  articu- 
lation of  any  French  or  German  word  of 
Russian  embezzlement  as  upon  that  of  any  of  her 
own  legitimate  mouth-fulls.  For  the  Huaatan 
language  bears  upon  itself  the  most  direct  evi- 
dence of  the  tardiness  of  the  nation  in  the  race 
of  European  civilization.  Its  scientific  terms 
are  French,  its  mecliaiiicul  terms  German,  its 
uaval  terms  English.  But  what  are  thc^  after 
all  but  the  parasitical  incrustations  round  the 
mouth  of  a  mine  of  precious  ore? — for  such  may 
the  internal  resources  of  the  Russian  language 
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be  considered.  The  nativt  Russian  may  borrow 
technicalities  from  others,  but  morally,  feelingly, 
or  imaginatively,  he  has  an  infinitely  greater 
variety  of  terma  at  his  disposal  tlian  any  of 
the  nations  who  may  consider  themselves  his 
creditors."  At  once  florid  and  concise — pliable 
and  vigorous,  tender  and  stem  ; — ^redundant  in 
imagerj',  laconic  in  axiom,  graceful  in  courtesy, 
(Utrong  in  argument,  soothing  in  feeling,  and 
tremendous  in  denunciation,  the  latent  ener- 
gies of  tlie  language  are  a  prophetic  guarantee 
of  the  destinies  of  the  nation. 

The  grammar  is  excessively  verbose  and 
intricate,  and,  though  many  have  essayed,  no 
modern  grammarian  has  yet  succeeded  in  reduc- 
ing it  to  a  compass  of  any  encouragement  to  a 
learner.  Articles  the  Russian  grammar  has 
none,  but  tliese  are  amply  indemnified  by 
three  genders  and  eight  varyingly  terminated 

"  A«  one  inBt.incc  c(  thttr  wenllh  of  worila,  the  conneiinn 
which  ir«  tiin|il^  den^nute  as  broLhcr-m-law,  the  Rumibq 
ipecifie*  by  fuur  Kpuritte  terniB,  diitinctly  defining  the 
Dilute  uf  the  tie — Zj'al,  or  sister's  husband ;  Schurin,  or 
wife'*  bmiher;  Derer,  or  huttiuid'a  brother  i  SvoH,  at 
wife'i  uaUr'i  famtwnd.  ■  "iust  i,-   ■  xtn  mf' 
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ci^,  vkiefa  ai«  broaght  into  active  reqirfsitiori 
by'ah'Uimsual  abundance  of  })re|)osatiou  aiid' 
conjunction.  The  declension  of  all  parts  df 
speech  is  highly  irregular,  die  constroction  o( 
words  particularly  synthetic.  The  tangiiage 
is  profusely  strewn  with  piw^i-bs,  phttwes^of 
couytesy,  and  other  orientalisms  w^fCh'  bccwt' 
in  daily  use.  For  inetance,  every  nation  has 
lioitie  mode,  more  or  less  characteristic,  of  te» 
cotnmending  themselves  to  the  memory"  x^ 
diitaot  friends;  tlie  French  send  friend^lip;' 
the  Germans,  greeting;  the  English, love;  the 
Estonians,  health  ;  Imt  with  oriental  gravity 
the  Russians,  even  in  the  most  intimate  rela- 
tious  of  life,  send  only  u  Puklant — literaUy,- 
an  obeisance,  or  salaam.  '      •"!<( 

With  regard  to  the  literature  of  Ruiria;'ft'i0^ 
neither  sufficient  in  volume  nor  nationriiiy-toi 
warnint  an  Opinion: — Lonionosoff'  'is  "thft 
et3'niulogidt  uf  the  empire  ;  Karamsin,  the  bi»- 
toiriaD  ;  Pouschkin  and  Derjavine,  the  i>ort8i 
Gretich  and  Bestuelieff,  its  prow  writers 
and  novelbts.  Among  the  collective  fofty 
volumes  of  the  Inner  writer  is  included  a  most 
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interesting  '■^  Poyeada  vui  Raveii,"  or  Journey 
to  Reval,  presenting  tlie  most  concise  history 
of  the  provijice  I  Imve  been  able  to  procure. 
Generally  speaking,  however,  Russian  reading 
13  confined  to  translatioas  of  the  liglit  French, 
German,  and  English  works  of  the  day.  Our 
modem  novels,  including  Miss  Edgeworth's 
"  Helen,"  are  already  in  this  fomi. 

The  picture  of  English  manners  wliich  many 
of  our  later  novels  hold  up  is  not  always  what 
we  ourselves  have  reason  to  be  satlsBod  with, 
while  the  foreigner,  to  whom,  in  his  complete 
ignorance  of  the  relations  of  English  society,. 
such  repreecutatious  are  little  better  than  a 
kind  of  Chinese  puzzle  with  a  deficiency  of 
pieces  which  be  seeks  to  supply  from  his  own 
misfitting  stores^  produces  a  caricature  still 
less  agTeeal)le  to  our  uatioual  pride.  For  ex- 
ample, that  word  better  felt  than  defined — tliat 
catholic  term  in  good  English  society, — "  tlie 
perfect  gentleman,"  is  here  apprehended  otdy 
in  ite  outward  rank,  not  in  its  inward 
virtue.  The  only  idea  a  foreigner  attaches  to 
the    word    is   that  of  an  empty  fop — rich  of 
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course,  moving  in  a  narrow  line  of  prejudice 
and  conceit,  who  is  equally  spoiled  at  home 
anil  ridiculed  abroad ;  while  the  fact  of  its 
being  the  magical  watchword  for  all  that  is 
noble  and  honourable  in  public  and  private 
life,  the  bond  of  honesty,  the  pledge  for  libe- 
rality, the  lest  of  good  breeding,  the  conven- 
tional security,  stronger  than  law,  between 
man  and  man — felt  by  the  noble  in  mind, 
paraded  by  the  vulgar,  and  respected  by  the 
degraded, — the  fact  that  the  real  sense  of  the 
word  comprehends  all  this  and  much  more,  is 
as  httle  suspected  as  believed  by  the  foreigner 
unacquainted  with  English  life.  Let  me  not 
be  supposed  to  imply  that  no  foreigner  can  in 
his  own  person  represent  this  term  in  its  utmost 
meaning;  happily  the  feehng  is  of  universal 
growth,  but  Russia  is  not  the  laud  where  that 
national  acknowledgment  of  its  iufiuence, 
which  saves  so  much  time  and  expense,  and 
gives  such  direct  evidence  of  its  existence,  is 
to  be  found. 

It  is  well  that  I  have  fallen  thus  late  in  my 
letter  upon  a  sulyect  which  not  even  the  drowsy 


udioe     H 
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languor  of  a  Russian  April  can  afibct,  or  a 
rhapsody  upon  the  perfections  of  my  native 
land,  never  seen  in  brighter  colours  than  when 
distant  from  her  shores,  might  usurp  the  more 
legitimate  vocation  of  these  letters. 

It  is  no  less  true,  however,  that  "  th6  best 
patriot  is  the  best  cosmopolitan."  ' 


iJ*  zxTTwas  ncn  m  msuio.     Jjam  xr. 


LETTER  THE  FIFTEENTH. 

Sciiei:  burst  of  spnnc— Last  sledging  drive — ^Thaw  in  the 
town  and  thaw  in  the  country— The  Eisgang — Inundation 
—Rapidity  of  Nature's  movements — Green  fields  and 
tree»— Nifhtinsalea  withimt  sentiment — Family  ptity— 
Introduction  of  a  bride  elect — Herrmann  B. 

Maylrt; 

'*  Der  Summer  itt  kommen,  die  I«rehe  thigt  ibr  frabet  I^cd 

Oer  Schnee  ist  zciroiiTieri,  das  Veilchen  lieblich  blubt 
K«  ti'nien  die  Lieder  so  leiblicb  und  scboii, 

Jii.  Homni«;r  da  Inst  komnieDi  und  U«e  Laf^,weh*B, 
Jii.  Snriuuer  du  bisl  kummen,  wie  bifrrlich,  ob  wie  scboii!" 

I'ni'si:  must  liavo  been  the  grateful  exclama* 
tif»rirt  of  soim.  long  Russian  winter's  recluse,  for 
nt^iu'  othor,   1   f.,ncv,  eun  ade<iuately  conceive 

"''*  "^P«"^'  with  which  the  dawning  blessings 
of  s„.unu^r an.  h.iu.,,.      ,,,  i„,i,,,,i^„  ^f  jf^,„^., 

..     .       •     t*'««tuiv  soonis  aiixious>  to 
'"5,t  s  ot  their  loiiff  onptivitv. 
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Our  jingling  sledges,  our  smothering  furs  and 
cushions,  and  our  doulile  windows,  are  now  dis- 
carded. The  cattle  have  emerged  from  their 
various  arks  of  refuge,  and  witli  their  stiff 
winter  limbs  are  creeping  slowly  about,  snuff- 
ing the  brown  and  yet  lifeless  grass.  The  pea- 
sants have  cast  aside  their  greasy  &heepgkin», 
and  are  pattering  about  with  bare  legs.  The 
tender  children  of  the  familv,  whose  bleached 
cheeks  have  mutely  pleaded  against  the  tardi- 
ness of  spring,  and  who  have  iu  vain  sought  to 
6ul>9titute  the  freedom  of  outer  exercise  by  inde- 
fatigable chasings  through  the  house's  great 
thoroughfere,  are  turned  out  on  to  the  drier 
heights,  with  round  summer  hats  and  lighter 
garments,  enjoying  the  warmth  of  a  spring 
which  to  them  seems  the  first.  Wliile  we,  like 
them,  for  simple  pleasures  make  happy  child' 
ren  of  us  all,  revel  in  the  luxury  of  breathiug 
a  ftoftijr  air,  of  turning  our  cheek  without  fear 
of  a  smite,  of  setting  our  foot  on  mud,  puddle, 
black  ice,  wet  stones — on  anything,  in  sliort, 
rather  than  on  the  beautiful  smooth  white 
surface  which,  like  an  over  perfect  person,  lias 
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left  deeper  impressioa  of  its  monotony  than  of 
its  beauty. 

Our  last  sledging  drive  over  a  morass  was  a 
Strapazs,  or  mad  freak,  not  rashly  to  be  re- 
newed ;  and,  like  the  Prince  in  the  Persiau 
tale,  whose  spotless  mind  and  rapid  speed 
carried  hira  safe  over  the  slender  arch  of  crys- 
tal, while  tlie  fair  lady  pursuing,  with  foot  less 
light  than  her  reputation,  dropped  instantly 
through,  we  seemed  to  owe  our  safety  acroM 
our  crystal  plain  as  much  to  the  winged  speed 
of  our  horses  as  to  any  particular  purity  of  con- 
science. It  was  a  necessary  visit  which  called 
UB  out,  and  our  coachman,  a  very  dare-devil  of 
a  Russian,  em^xildened  by  long  luck,  and  ver&ed 
in  every  track,  guaranteed,  if  we  went  and  re- 
turned before  the  full  warmth  of  the  day  had 
contributed  to  the  work  of  destruction,  to  take 
us  safe  across.  So  off  we  set,  "  spla^th,  splash, 
across  the  sea,"  through  a  foot  deep  of  wrater 
standing  upon  the  yet  unbroken  bed  of  ice, 
while  the  great  cattle-dogs  who  followed  at  a 
labouring  gallop,  and  weretempted  from  the 
track  by  some  delicious  half-thawed   piece  of 


Lbttu  XV.]  THAW  IN  THE  TOWN. 


putrefaction,  the  relic  of  the  preceding  autumn, 
had  many  a  spluttering  immersion. 

I  haye  had  the  opportunity  of  witnegeing  the 
revolution  of  thaw  both  in  country  and  town. 
In  the  former  it  is  sublime — in  the  latter  ridi- 
culous. In  Rcval  it  made  many  attempts  before 
the  final  breaking  up,  thawing  rapidly  in  the 
day  and  freezing  hard  at  night,  till  a  few 
serious  falls  made  the  householders  look  about 
them,  and,  by  the  time  the  thaw  was  fairly  set 
in,  sand  was  strewed  plentifully  about  the 
streets.  One  evening,  not  aware  in  our  equably 
warm  rooms  of  the  change  of  atmosphere,  we  left 
our  house  to  proceed  to  that  of  a  friend  not  six 
doors  removed — being  previously  well  provided 
with  Indian  rubber  caloshes,  tlie  worst  conduct- 
0T8  in  the  world  on  slippery  roads.  At  our 
first  step  of  descent  from  the  house,  whose  ele- 
vated situation  has  been  described,  our  feet 
were  taken  most  unaccountably  from  beneath 
us,  and  still  faithfully  Iiand-in-hand,  we  per- 
formed a  giisaade  of  consideraljle  length,  being 
only  stopped  by  a  ledge  in  tlie  pavement  upon 
the  ptacc   below.     Tlic  difficulty  now   was  to 
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rise,  for  all  beneath  and  around  was  as  polished 
glass,  and  tottering,  slipping,  and  laughing  we 
stood  leaning  upon  a  friendly  lamp-post,  able 
neither  to  proceed  backwards  nor  forwards — onr 
friend's  lighted  windows  in  front.ourown  behind, 
both  looking  all  the  more  tempting  because  so 
utterly  unattainable.  A  few  solitary  sledges 
passed  us  in  the  centre  of  the  square,  and,  re- 
gardless of  what  type  of  Estonian  decorum  thev 
might  envelope,  we  hailed  the  fur  mantles 
seated  within,  but  either  not  hearing,  or  not 
heeding,  they  passed  on  one  after  the  other  to 
the  castle  of  tlie  governor,  which  was  illami- 
nated  for  a  soiree,  and  we  were  left  clinging  to 
our  lantern,  which  emitted  a  feeble  gliramer 
over  our  heads, — for  gas  is  too  "new  a  light" 
for  Reval, — and  repeated  its  rays  in  the  watery 
ice  beneath  our  feet.  At  length  a  sturdy  Rus- 
sian sailor  came  up,  trudging  along  in  hia 
rough  boots  as  safe  as  a  fly  on  a  pane  of  glass, 
and  to  him  we  applied :  '*  Kitdi  vui  vefite. 
Sadarina?"  or  "  whither  do  you  desire, 
nora?"  Halfashamedwepointedbacktoourown 
door,  hardly  above  a  long  arm's  reacli  from  us. 


I 


I 


I 
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far  all  .thoughts  of  procetKliog  further  on  these 
t/&nas  were  abaDJonod.  The  sailor  looked  nt 
.\1»;  in  some  doubt  aa  to  our  sanity,  but  with 
Siussian  courtesy,  giviag  a  hand  to  each,  and 
setting  his  feet  like  a  Colossus  of  Kliodes,  liu 
hauled  us  u\>,  acknowledging  at  our  repeated 
backeUdiugs,  "  vemo,  otcketi  glitka'" — truly 
very  *Hppery. 

./ .Thjs.wsts^  however,  oiu"  last  dilemma,  for 
jipyff,  .^  if  ansioufi  to  retrieve  its  delay,  the 
djaw, advanced  iu  such  raiiid  strides  that  it  rt)- 
quii'cil,  if  iH>t  more  inducerueut  without  doors 
at.all:cveitt3,<leffi  happiuefis  titan  we  poHscssod 
witt^iu*  to  vwtuFe.iuto  the  streets  at  all. 
,  ,j]^,fnust  be ,  reraemberetl  that  the  towiis  here, 
Kl^  t^e  stfiite  of  society,  have  qo  drains.  Tliere- 
^etl^punie,  wh>cli>fi'0)n  its  natural  poeition^ 
<)l]r^  the  utraUBt  facility  fur  drautagf>,  here 
yiipply  pnuf^  its  tribute  of  dirty  Ice  water  with 
%J^lui  of  ^^motliorlove  intm  the  town  below. 
^9}t,.9evei'3l  «Ia-y4  the  householders  cuutempltite 
w)^  perfect  «(]uaiiiniity-  the  spectacle  of  the 
yf)}Qili^Mougi(i4^ergaj^  jPttmifttrg  oua  stteam 
,«u''fiftr>PllLttiii  a  uii..  ic»vl  li  j*i>da  (JOiiL^  .muh 
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of  ruiiniDg  water,  while  deep  puddles  of  a  black, 
merging  into  an  orange  hue  settle  at  the  fouD- 
(lations  of  tlieir  houses,  particularly  embosom- 
ing the  house  door,  and  ooze  into  their  cellar 
grates.  Choice  of  footing  there  is  none,  and 
gentlemen  turn  up  their  trousers,  and  ladies 
tuck  up  their  petticoats,  and,  in  lieu  of  these, 
drabble  the  corners  of  their  cloaks,  and  the  tails 
of  their  boas;  and  go  about  stej)ping  from 
Scylla  to  Charybdis,  and  complaining  that  their 
houses  are  damp.  And  if  two  bosom  friends 
chance  to  start  on  opposite  sides  of  the  street, 
there  they  must  remain,  were  their  hearts  to 
break.  With  gentlemen  no  such  dilemma 
exists,  they  being  just  as  cordial  on  bad  roads 
as  on  good  ones.  And  now  the  sun  darts  s 
fiercer  ray,  and  the  thaw  increases,  and  the 
roofs  bring  their  tribute,  and  pour  and  patter 
down  upon  sealskin  caps,  or  pink  satin  bonnets, 
or  into  baskets  of  white  bread,  or  hot  irei  pud- 
dings ;  and  these  being  past,  bore  deep  holes  in 
the  yet  unmelted  ice  paveraeut,  and  lay  bare 
the  rough  old  stones  beneath :  and  then  little 
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puddles  join  their  forces  to  great  puddles;  and 
the  Domherg  stream  widens  and  deepens,  and 
goes  babbhng  along  as  if  delighted  with  the 
novelty. 

At  length  the  aristocratic  count,  who  all  this 
time  has  sat  upstairs  iu  his  dressing-gown, 
smoking  his  long  pipe,  not  supposed  in  the 
nobility  of  his  heart  to  know  what  the  vulgar 
elements  are  about,  issues  from  his  house  door, 
delightfully  situated  on  the  very  margin  of  the 
new  stream,  himself  dressed  a  quatre  epinglca, 
and  fully  bent  on  calling  upon  the  governor. 
At  the  6rst  step  he  flounders  above  his  caloshes 
— looking  bewildered  about  him,  he  catches  the 
eye  of  an  elderly  maiden  lady  at  her  window 
opposite — courteously  takes  off  his  hat,  and 
down  come  a  volley  of  drops  on  his  bare  head. 
This  comes  of  a  man's  walking,  whose  ancestral 
papers  arc  falling  to  pieces  with  mere  age ; 
BO  he  recrosses  his  threshold,  not  knowing  ex- 
actly who  or  what  to  find  fault  with,  orders 
his  carriage  and  four  to  take  him  a  hundred 
yards,  and  sends  out  a  couple  of  men-servants 
to  cut  a  channel  as  far  as  hisbouodary  extends. 
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And  the  water  follows  their  strokes,  aiiA 
splashes  them  to  the  ears,  and  ttins  merrily 
past  the  count's  house  to  spread  itiself 'in  a  fer- 
tih'zing  stream  over  the  niarket-plecei 

Here  again  it  enjoys  perfect  liberty  of  con- 
science, undermining  every  last  noibrsel  bf  firm 
ice,  filling  the  cellars  with  a  dirty  mixture,  aiid 

» 

the  houses  with  a  dirty  iihell ;  while  all  the 
filth  of  the  preceding  atitumn^ — all  the  various 
souvenirs  which  a  mercifu!  winter  h^d  rendered 
innoxious  both  to  eye  and  nose,  now  alssaalt 
both  organs,  and  go  swimming  about,  and 
doubtless  take  refuge  in  the  cellar^  also.  Then, 
one  after  another,  the  householders^  zealous  to 
shut  the  door  after  the  ^teed  is  stolen,  cut 
drains  before  their  houses,  and  the  streetg  and 

*  f  '  *  - 

places  of  the  Dom  are  divided  into  patchwork 
canals,  and  old  Copa  Mutters^  ot  portresBes^ 
assist  all  remote  puddles  With  'Worn-out  brooitfis, 
and  the  whole  coUecifoti  io&ttet  or  la^er  finds  its 
way  to  the  towh  beneath,  Where  v^e  forbear  to 
follow  it.  '       -  '      ^ 

Such  is  the  histoi^  of  a  town  thAW — but  the 
apotlieosf^  of  the  ^'diuritr^^  is'  very  different. 
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Mere  the  soft  hand  of  spring  im perceptibly 
withdraws  the  bolts  and  bars  of  winter,  while 
tJie  earth,  like  a  drowsy  child  'twixt  sleeping 
and  waking,  flings  off  one  wrapper  after 
auutber  and  opes  its  heavy  lids  in  showers  of 
iweet  rivulets.  And  the  snow  disappears,  and 
tlie  brown  earth  peeps  almost  dry  from  beneath  ; 
and  you  wonder  where  all  the  luountiuns  of 
moisture  are  gone.  But  wait; — the  rivers  are 
still  locked,  and  though  a  strong  current  is 
ixmring  on  their  surface,  yet,  from  tlie  high 
bridge,  the  green  ice  is  still  aeeu  deep  below, 
firm  as  a  rock — and  dogs  go  splashing  over  iu 
like  old  track,  and  peasants  with  tlieir  horses 
venture  long  after  it  seems  prudent.  At 
length  a  sound  like  distant  thunder,  or  the 
crashing  of  a  forest,  meets  your  ear,  and  the 
words  "  der  E'mgang,  tier  Eisg(itig,"itass  from 
inouth  to  mouth,  and  those  who  would  witness 
tbid  northern  scene  hurry  out  to  the  old  stone 
bridge,  andareobliged  to  take  a  circuitous  route, 
for  the  waters  have  risen  ankle  deep — and  then 
another  crash,  and  you  double  your  pace, 
regardless  of  wet  feet,  and  are  startled  at  llie 
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change  which  a  few  hours  have  produced.  On 
the  one  side,  close  besetting  the  bridge,  and 
high  up  the  banks,  lies  a  field  of  ice  lifting  the 
waters  before  it,  and  spreading  them  over  the 
countrj' ;  wliile  huge  masses  flounder  and 
swing  against  one  another  with  loud  reports, 
and  heave  up  their  green  transparent  edges, 
full  six  feet  thick,  with  a  majestic  motion;  and 
all  these  press  heavily  upon  the  bridge,  which 
trembles  at  every  stroke,  and  stands  like  a 
living  thing  labouring  and  gasping  for  breath 
through  the  small  apertures  of  the  almost 
choked  arches.  On  the  other  side  the  river  i» 
free  of  ice,  and  a  furious  stream,  as  if  all  the 
imprisoned  waters  of  Russia  were  let  loose,  is 
dashing  down,  bearing  with  it  some  huge 
leviathan  of  semi-transparent  crystal,  and  curd- 
ling its  waters  about  it,  till  this  again  is  stopped 
by  another  iield  of  ice  lower  down. 

The  waters  were  rising  every  minute — night 
was  approaching,  and  the  beautiftil  old  bridge 
gave  u8  great  alarm,  when  a  party  of  peasants, 
fresh  from  their  supper  at  the  Hof,  and  cheered 
witli  brandy,  arrived  to  relieve  it.     Each  was 
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armed  with  a  long  pole  'with  an  irou  point,  iuid 
Hying  down  the  piles  and  on  to  the  ice  itself, 
began  hacking  at  the  sides  of  the  foremost 
monster,  till,  impelled  by  the  current  beneath, 
it  could  fit  and  grind  itself  through  the  bridge 
and  gallop  down  to  thunder  against  its  comrades 
below.  The  men  were  utterly  fearless,  giving 
a  keen  sense  of  adventure  to  their  dangerous 
task  which  riveted  us  to  the  spot;  some  of 
the  most  daring  standing  and  leaning  with 
their  whole  weight  over  the  bed  of  the  torrent 
upon  the  very  mass  tliey  were  hewing  off,  tUl 
the  slow  swing  which  preceded  the  final  plunge 
made  them  fly  to  the  piles  for  safety.  Some 
iragments  were  doubly  hard  with  imbedded 
stones  and  pieces  of  timber,  and  no  sooner  v/as 
one  enemy  despatched  than  another  succeeded ; 
and  ahhough  bodies  of  men  continued  reliev- 
ing each  other  all  night,  the  bridge  sustained 
»uch  damage  as  could  not  be  repaired.  All 
was  over  in  twelve  hours,  but  meanwhile  "the 
waters  prevailed  exceedingly  upon  the  earth  ;" 
and  every  hill  and  building  stood  insulated. 
Such  was  the  picture  of  our  life  a  fortnight 
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ago,  since  when  a  still  more  striking;  change, 
if  pussible,  has  come  over  the  face  of  things. 
Tile  earth,  which  so  late  emerged  from  her 
winter  garb,  is  now  clad  Jh  the  liveliest  livery  ; 
while  every  tree  and  shrub  have  hastily 
changed  their  dresses  in  Nature's  vast  green- 
room, and  stand  all  ready  for  the  summer's 
-■thort  act.  Nowhere  is  Nature's  hocus-pocus 
carried  on  so  wonderfully— no wliere  her  scene- 
shifting  80  inconceivably  rapid.  YoQ  mky 
literally  see  her  movements.  I  have  watched 
the  bird's-cherry  at  ray  window.  Tw'o  dayi 
ago,  and  it  was  still  t!ie  same  dried  Qp  speCtPtf, 
whose  every  form,  during  the  long  winter,'  thfe 
vacant  eye  had  studiously  examined  rthile  tht 
thoughts  were  far  distant — yesterday,  like  the 
painter's  Daphne,  it  was  sprouting  out  at  every 
finger,  and  to-day  it  has  shaken  out'  its  frhijK 
complement  of  leaves,  and  is  throwing  a  vfet*^ 
dant  twilight  over  uiy  darkened  room.  The 
whole  air  is  full  of  the  soft  stirring  sounds  <Sf 
tlie  swollen  buds  snapping  and  cracking  intd 
life,  and  impregnated' -with  the  perfume  of  the 
freali.    oily  leaves.     The  waters  are  ftill  aaij 
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clear,  the  skies — blue  and  serene— night  and 
day  are  fast  blending  into  one  continuous  stream 
of  soft  light,  and  this  our  new  existence  is  one 
jierpetual  feast.  Oh  winter !  where  is  thy 
victory  ?  The  resurrection  of  spring  speaks 
volumes. 

This  is  the  time  for  giving  and  receiving 
visits,  and  our  neighbours  %vho  thaw  with  the 
season  are  now  seen  driving  about,  not  in 
sledges,  but  in  their  high-wheeled  carriages; — 
the  only  eichange  of  the  spring  we  are  inclined 
to  regret — taking  their  meals,  in  defiance  of 
swarras  of  gnats  and  flies,  upon  their  long 
DegI(H!ted  balconies,  and  listening  to  the  night- 
ingales whose  gurgling  throats  are  heard  inces- 
sant [lay  and  night,  till  our  daintier  ears  rebel 
at  this  surfeit  of  sweet  sounds.  For  Philomel, 
instead  of  pouring  her  plaint  to  the  night, 
heard  only  by  those  whom  kindred  miseries 
forbid  to  sleep,  here  boldly  takes  her  station  by 
broad  sunshine,  and  like  some  persons  whose 
incorrigible  thirst  for  pity  leads  them  to  over- 
look all  tlie  decencies  of  sorrow,  parades  her 
grieffl,  equally  visibly  as  audibly,  to  all  who 
c3 
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will  listen ;  in  vain  endeavouring  to  overpower 
the  peels  of  a  rival  sufierer  perched  ou  an 
opposite  tree.     How  truly  has  Portia  said  : — 

"  Tlie  nigliluigale,  if  ilie  tbould  ting  bf  day, 
When  exetj  goott  U  caelcliii;,  iTaul<t  b«  llioiight 
No  betlor  a  miuiciau  Ihaii  tjie  wtcn." 

Here  this  bird  of  sorrow  loses  all  her  sentiment. 

Tiie  gardeners  are  now  occupied  in  calling 
the  gardens  into  existence,  for  at  the  commence- 
ment of  winter  every  plant  is  taken  up  and 
consigned  to  its  winter  cellar,  not  to  resume  its 
station  till  summer  appears ;  and  the  families 
are  wandering  about,  scanning  the  grounds  as 
fondly  as  if  returned  to  some  long  withheld 
inheritance.  Truly  we  might  take  a  lesson 
from  this  frugal  northern  people  how  to  priie 
tlie  gifts  of  Nature. 

Here  every  species  of  pleasure-ground  goes 
under  the  grand  denomination  of  it  park,  and 
it  is  impossible  to  con  vince  these  worthy 
foreigners  that  their  wild  meadow  and  forest 
scenery  approaches  much  nearer  the  reality, 
and  indeed  requires  no  alteration  in  many 
instances   beyond   that  of    neatness;   though 
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Other  parts  of  their  heathy  and  moraasy  land- 
scape would  lose  in  beauty  by  cultivation. 

At  one  house  we  found  every  degree  of  rela- 
tionship gathered  together  for  the  ceremony  of 
introduction  to  a  young  lady  just  engaged  to 
the  eldest  son.  We  should  think  such  matters 
best  honoured  in  the  breach  than  in  the  observ- 
ance, but  here  tlie  Braid,  a  silent  poke-lieaded 
girl,  went  passively  through  the  ordeal;  the 
mistress  of  the  family  presenting  her  to  each  as 
"  meitte  Schwiegertockter,"  my  daughter-in 
law — for  in  Estonia,  let  the  period  of  marriage 
be  ever  so  distant,  tlie  nearest  titles  of  relation- 
ship are  adopted  by  anticipation.  By  tlii;^ 
means  a  single  lady,  if  she  prove  rather  change* 
able,  may  provide  herself  with  a  large  circle 
of  connexions  before  she  be  burdened  with  a 
husband.  Among  the  party  was  a  young 
Russian  Garde  Officer,  then  enjoying  his  year 
of  absence  from  the  service — one  of  the  many 
privileges  attending  the  acquisition  of  an  epau- 
lette,— thougli  no  rtjease  from  the  uniform  is 
iillowed  ;  and  who  evidently  made  the  most  of 
his  holiday  by  not  opening  his  lips,  or  chang- 
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ing  his  position  more  than  was  absolutely 
necessary :  so  that  a  little  sketch  of  combined 
Russian  drilling  and  Gennan  phlegma  was 
made  without  his  being  in  any  way  accessary 
to  the  fact.  But  "  stitte  JVasser  sind  tie//* 
and  though  Herr&kann  6;  made  his  large 
brown  eyes  do  all  the  work  for  his  tongue,  yet 
I  suspect  there  was  mote  behind  them  than  hk 
more  talkative  companions  could  boast.  Lively 
conversation,  however,  is  not  the  favourite 
bosom  sin  of  an  Estoman  gentlenfian,  at  least 
not  more  than  can  be  conveniently  combined 
with  the  paramount  discussion  of  a  pipe,  to 
which,  after  the  novelty  of  the  JBr aw*  had  sub- 
sided, they  all  resorted. 
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LETTER  THE  SIXTEENTH. 

Early  fieing — Departure  on  a  journey — Drive  through  ~ 
wild  country — Diveriitica  of  ta«t£  in  the  situation  of  a 
residence  —  A  Knig  —  Rosenthal  —  Boulder  elones  — 
Caslle  Lode,  and  the  onfurtunale  Princeis  of  Wirtem- 
berK — A  very  hard  bed — I.eal— An  accumulation  of 
annuyaaccB — The    Wieck,   and    its  seashore    ridies — 

Biiron  Ungem  Stcrubtrg— Cuunt  and  CoumcsB , 

Biid  their  leat  at  Linden — Anecdote  of  Peter  the  Great 
«id  hit  frienil  Menwhikoff— The  Coitle  of  Habsal — 
Dagen  girl — Odd  collectioos— Rieienberg  and  the  Ba- 


Odh  journey  to commenced  on   the 

lOthof  June.  At  four  in  the  morniDg  we  awoke 
to  a  sky  coo)  as  night  and  bright  as  noon,  but 
human  nature  wafi  not  tlie  less  sleepy,  and 
Sascha  had  alternately  repeated  in  tones  of 
progressive  loudness  "  It  is  four  of  the  clock — 
it  is  the  fifth  hour,"  and  blurted  out  various 
adjurations  in  Russian  which,  as  they  would 
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infallibly  have  puzzled  her  Barishna^  or  Isdf^ 
when  wide  awake,  she  inversely  reasoned  would 
effectually  rouse  her  when  half  asleep,  before 
she  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  stir.  Oh !  this 
getting  up  !  what  a  daily  torment  it  is ! — watch* 
ings  and  vigils  are  nothing  in  comparison. 
In  vain  would  we  run  away  from  our-  sing.; 
your  sound  morning  sleepers  are  just  >^a8' in- 
corrigible in  the  full  uncurtained  blaze  of  a 
Russian  June,  as  in  the  drowsy  candlelight  of 
a  London  November.  But  who  calls  the 
callers  ?  here  we  will  change  the  subject 

Then  came  the  hasty  breakfast — the  final  cloe- 
ing  of  the  great  Speise  Korhy  or  provision  basket, 
on  which  all  hopes  of  good  cheer  in  this  country 
depend — the  last  injunctions  to  the  household 
— the  last  kisses  to  children,  and  off  we  ^et  in  an 
open  barouche  and  four,  well  settled  down  in 
a  comfortable  carriage  position,  and  well  dis- 
posed to  enjoy  our  journey,  or  rather  that 
luxurious,  untiring  converse  of  two  individuals, 
near  and  dear,  who  have  spent  all  life's  youth 
together  and  gathered  much  of  life's  experi- 
ence apart.     Nor  was  this  delicious  tete-a-tete 
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through  moist  plains  and  hazy  woods  whose 
boughs  swept  our  carriage,  and  whose  mur- 
murs scarce  before  mingled  with  the  lisping 
sounds  of  Engliah,  likely  to  be  interrupted ;  for 
on  hi»  box  sat  Mart,  the  Estonian  coachman, 
and  before  us  sat  Sascha,  the  Russian  maid,  and 
my  dear  companion  epoke  no  Russian,  and  I 
no  Etonian,  and  the  two  servants  were  equally 
mute  to  each  otlier,  so  tlmt  of  our  quartet  only 
two  could  exchange  5i>eech  together,  and  that 
in  three  languages  alternately. 

It  was  a  strange  but  sweet  drive  through 
thift  wild  country,  of  which  we  seemed  the  only 
passing  tenants, — occasionally  rousing  our- 
selves from  some  mutual  reminiscence  of 
girlhood's  fancied  grief,  or  soberer  relation  of 
womanhood's  real  sorrow,  from  dreams  and 
scenes  only  of  the  past, — for  those  who  love 
deeply  and  soon  must  part,  care  not  for  the 
future, — to  gaze  at  some  untutored  beauty  in 
the  landscape,  which  each  equally  admired, 
or  some  tasteless  freak  of  man  wliich  both 
equally  laughed  at.  Tliis,  however,  does  not 
apply  to  the  country  houses,  which,  with  the 
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oxcoption  of  the  wooden  ones,  are  generally 
built  with  taste,  and  often  with  magnificence, 
but  tu  the  choice  of  a  position,  where,  itis  true,  the 
good  Estonians  do  not  shine.  Often  in  the 
course  of  our  journey  did  the  road  lead  us 
through  winding  avenues  of  majestic  trees,  or 
parky  ground  laid  out  by  Nature's  haud,  when- 
the  eye  involuntarily  sought  the  maiisiDn  of 
the  proprietor — but  sought  in  vain  ;  for  if  one 
estate  be  more  plentifully  gifted  with  the 
beauties  of  wood  and  cUff,  stream  or  lake,  than 
another,  there  you  may  be  sure  the  mansion, 
splendid  in  itself,  is  planted  in  some  industri- 
ously picked  comer,  just  where  none  of  these 
are  visible.  To  approach  a  house  through 
shadeless  coni'fields  is  the  thing  in  Kstonia ; 
and  as  for  a  view,  they  prefer  that  of  their 
own  farming  buildings,  not  always  su  oma- 
luental  as  the  sheep-atahle  we  have  portrayed, 
to  anything  Nature  can  offer.  Listen  to  tliat: 
pretty  woman  who  sits  bolt  upright  on  that 
hard  chair;  she  is  describing  an  estate  her 
husband  has  lately  purchased.  "The  hoUse 
stands  on  a  hill — beneath  it  a  ralley  with  a 
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beftutiful  .  .  ."  what?  a  beautiful  stream? 
byuomeaua — a  beautiful  forest ?  neither;  but 
"«ne  6eUe  etable,"  and  that  with  a  red-tiled 
nbf.i'i  .!:■"  -  -1"  I. II'"-  '    ■ 

'I'Butto'  return  to  our  pleoaaat  drire.  Man- 
kind now  begau  to  emei-ge — peasants,  with 
9i\m  of  carts  laden  with  brandy  or  milk,  turned 
oft'  for  the  carriage  of  the  Sacfma,  as  they  still 
<le8ignate  their  Tentouic-descended  masters — 
little  peasant  children  with  no  further  inctim- 
brance  than  a  shift,  and  heads  of  hair  like 
dlia^y  poodle  dogs,  darted  from  a  thicket  to 
open  a  gate,  while  here  a  woman  toiled  at  the 
plough,  and  a  man  smoked  and  looked  on. 
and  there  a  m:m  was  brutally  beating  a  girl. 
whilst  women  stood  by  witii  unconcern.  And 
in  this  latter  case  we  could  not  resist  inter- 
fecence,  and  Mart  delivered  a  most  impressive 
admonition  from  hismistress's  lips  inimproved 
Katotiian,  which  was  received  sulkily,  and 
like  must  tem|)orary  relief  I  dare  say  did  iv> 
object  more  harm  than  good. 

'Uy  eight  o'clock  the  »un  bad  acquired  moru 
heatitbaQ-.wM  agreeablQj.to  heui  and  by  t«D 
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it  was  insupportable,  and  our  spirited 
hung  their  heads,  and  only  languidly  repelled 
the  attacks  of  the  great  flies,  big  as  cockchafers, 
called  here  Brmnsen,  which  followed  them  in 
flights, — sometimes  blundering  into  the  car- 
riage, to  the  great  interruption  of  all  romantic 
reminiscences.  Under  these  circumstaDOes  the 
roof  of  the  great  Krug  which  reared  itself  in 
the  distance  was  rather  a  more  welcome  sight 
than  usual — a  building  so  denuded  of  every 
comfort,  that  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  a 
travelling  people  like  the  Estonians,  who  are 
always  staging  from  one  great  house  to  another, 
and  traverse  thousands  of  wersta  in  a  year 
within  the  bounds  of  their  own  province,  have 
not  encouraged  better  accommodations.  These 
Krugs  are  at  once  the  public-houses  of  the 
peasantry,  and  the  only  inns  of  the  gentler 
traveller — immense  erections,  often  very  pic* 
turesque  without,  and  particularly  picturesque 
within  also  I — of  which  there  are  one  or  more 
on  every  estate,  and  whence  a  decent  »e- 
venue  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  brandy  aod 
beer.     Those  Krugs  whose  position  on  a  high 
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road  leads  them  to  expect  company  of  a  better 
sort  are  kept  by  Germans,  speaking  most  iin- 
grammatical  German,  with  all  the  pretensions  of 
a  better  class,  and  the  squalidBesB  of  the  very 
lowest.  Here  a  room  or  two  is  allotted  to 
the  carriage  traveller,  where  you  are  expected 
to  bring  your  own  provisions  to  spread  the 
filthy  table,  and  your  own  cushions  to  fill  the 
wretched  bedstead.  After  a  hearty  inroad 
into  our  Speise  Korb  and  a  short  nap  upon  a 
bench  so  narrow  that  the  first  uneasy  start 
threatened  to  fling  the  sleeper  on  the  floor, 
but  which  offered  the  advantage  of  the  least 
possible  contact  with  surrounding  objects,  we 
turned  out  into  Nature's  vast  hostelry,  leaving 
Sascha  and  Mart  to  converse  with  their  eyes. 

Before  us  was  a  handsome  country  house, 
called  Rosenthal,  belonging  to  a  proprietor  of 
the  same  name,  surrounded  with  gardens  of 
unusual  beauty,  which,  though  utter  strangers, 
we  received  a  courteous  invitation  to  explore, 
and  where,  with  sketch-book  in  hand,  and  a 
sweet  voice  at  my  side,  more  than  the  miseries 
of  an  Estonian  Krug  would  soon  have  been 
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forgotten.  The  country  was  very  fertUe— r 
enormous  fields  of  waving  corn,  some  of  them 
above  a  hundred  acres  in  extent,  hemmed  in 
with  lofty  woods,  and  dotted  with  those  stones 
which  form  a  peculiar  feature  in  an  Estonian 
landscape.  These  are  blocks  of  granite,  varying 
in  size  from  huge  masses,  big  as  houses,  of  every 
picturesque  fonn  and  colour,  to  such  as  one 
man  could  lift,  wliich  lie  strewed  in  myriade 
upon  the  surface  of  this  country,  to  which  they 
are  not  indigenous, — especially  lining  the  ,3ea 
coast, — and  doubtless  have  been  rent  in  some 
convulsion  of  nature  from  the  opposite  granite 
shores  of  Finland.  I  was  laughed  at  for  calling 
them  rocks,  though  if  size  be  a  qualification  for 
ttiat  title,  many  deserve  it.  Here  tliey  are  called, 
coucurring  in  name  as  well  as  in  nieaniug 
with  our  bmiliier  stones,  Sulla  Steinf--.  To 
pick  the  fields  clean  of  these  foreigners  to  the 
soil  would  he  impossible,  but  the  smaller  ones 
are  culled  off  for  fences,  and  other  pur|)08C»,  of 
building, 

liy  this  time  the  horses  had  enjoyed  their  ne- 
cessary rest,  and  we  resumed  our  carriage  |)oai- 
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tion, — the  only  comfortable  one  to  be  had, — and 
[iassing;  through  many  pretty  estates  and  fields 
of  wheat,  here  a  rare  sight,  came  in  view  of  the 
towers  of  Castle  Lode  about  seven  in  the 
evening.  Here  another  Krug,  rather  less  com- 
fortless than  the  Rosenthal  one,  received  us— 
having  the  addition  of  a  tallow- besprinkled 
billiard  table  to  the  other  stated  fiimiture. 
Biit  the  old  castle  had  sufficient  interest  to 
render  the  evening  agreeable.  It  is  a  fine 
building  with  massive  towers,  enclosing  « 
courtyard,  with  the  inscription  "  Albcrtus  de 
Buxhoveden  Episcopus,  renovavit  1435,"  and 
entered  by  a  massive  bridge  and  gateway 
bver  a  moat.  Altogether  a  most  picturesque 
Bpot,  with  fine  old  trees  and  majestic  expanse 
W  ■water; — notlung  wanted  but  more  ruin  or 
\  tnore  repair.  •  Its  history  dates  from  the 
tSarliest  episcopal  times  in  Estonia,  being  men- 
tioned as  a  bishop's  ca.>(tlc  as  early  as  the 
thirteenth  century.  It  pUf^tained  many  sieges, 
'  Thcip  wonli  »eem  ill-fated,  for  a  few  TuonthB  subM- 
.^urnl  ba  our  viait  ihu  ?utle  w«n  reduced, )>y  (ire  to  a  Biate 

of  ruin.    A  ■ketch  of  it  in  Uii*  cunditiui  hw  beeii  prefeTred 

-J"       /v  "  ■■   ■  .  i"i  ■■■-'■iiiJ-iT  ■niTni-.  r'-  •■   ■      ■ 
lo  one  Uken  prenuualjr. 
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and  all  the  wear  and  tear  of  a  country  so  loDg 
divided  within  itself  and  contended  for  by 
others,  and  under  Peter  the  Great  became 
crown  property,  being  appropriated  as  a  prison 
for  state  offences.  The  last  inmate  in  this 
capacity  was  a  Princess  of  Wirtcmberg,  whose 
fate  has  given  a  horrible  interest  to  its  walls. 
She  was  confined  here  by  Catherine  11. ; 
some  say  for  having  divulged  a  state  secret, 
otliers  for  having  attracted  the  notice  of  her 
son  Paul.  Be  this  as  it  may,  she  was  young 
and  very  beautiful — was  at  first  lodged  here 
with  the  retinue  and  distinction  befitting  her 
rank,  and  is  still  remembered  by  some  of  the 
oldest  noblemen  in  the  province  as  having  en- 
tertained them  with  much  grace,  and  conde- 
scended to  join  in  the  waltz,  where  her  per- 
sonal charms  and  womanly  coquetrj',  joined  to 
the  romance  of  her  misfortunes  and  high  rank, 
gained  her  many  manly  hearts.  But  like  a 
royal  predecessor  in  history,  her  charms  proved 
her  destruction.  To  her  infinite  wretchedness 
they  gained  the  attention  of  General  Pohl- 
mann,  wlio  had  the    charge  of  the  beautifiil 
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prisoner.  Under  divers  pretences  her  attend- 
ants were  diminished,  her  liberty  curtailed,  and 
her  keeper  proved  himself  a  villain.  The 
sequel  to  this  was  her  death  under  most  heart- 
rending circumstances,  being  left  like  a  second 
Genofeva  utterly  unassisted  and  uncarcd  for 
at  the  time  of  giving  birth  to  an  infant,  of 
which  she  wa»  not  delivered,  and  which  pe- 
rished witli  her.  Her  corpse  was  put  into  a 
cellar  of  the  castle — all  inquiry  stifled  upon 
tin;  spot,  and  being  obnoxious  to  Catherine  no 
appeal  to  her  justice  was  made.  Nothing  was 
done  in  Paul's  time,  nor  in  Alexander's,  nor 
in  short  till  a  few  years  back,  when  the  Prince 
of  Oldenburg,  nearly  related  to  the  deceased, 
came  expressly  to  Castle  Lode.  Owing  to  the 
(juality  of  the  atmosphere  the  liody  was  found 
in  a  state  of  preservation,  which  left  no  doubt 
as  to  the  cause  of  her  death,  and  was  decently 
interred  in  the  church  of  Goldenbeck,  close  by. 
We  lingered  about  the  spot  and  saw  happy 
children's  faces  gleaming  from  those  rooms 
which  this  last  hapleee  prisoner  had  inhabited, 
and  returning  to  our  Krug  ordered  clean  hay 
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into  our  em[ity  bedsteads,  and  disposed 
selves  u>  rest.  But  tie  shadeof  the  'PriacMs 
of  Wirtt-nibLTg  haunted  our  mindai  andas  fcr 
our  bodies,  never  did  I  know  how  much  it 
required  to  make  a  bed  soft  before.  Sleep 
without  rest  is  worse  tlian  no  sieep  at  ail;  nor 
could  all  the  drowsiness-  in  the  world  dirtl 
the  inlolenible  achiog  of  our  bones  a»  wt 
turned  from  eide  to  side  on  tliose  hard  plankft. 
At  lengtJi,  persuading  ourselves  that  it  wohUI 
be  better  for  mau  and  horse  to  avoid  the  hetit 
of  the  day,  we  roused  Mart  from  his  softer  laiV 
beside  his  steeds,  who  rose,  like  a  williafr, 
gentle  Elstonian,  without  a  murmur,  and  Sasehi 
from  her  elbows  on  the  table,  whose  HtUp 
Tartar  eyes  could  hardly  open  at'  all,  and 
leaving  our  bed  to  hardier-uarsed  travellei*; 
we  dozed  on  in  the  carriage ;  waking  up  as  we 
splashed  tiux)ugh  a  wide  ^treeui,  and  tbea 
dozing  again  till  we  reached  f:^al  at  Ihra. 
This  place,  which  consists  of  little  more  thftn 
a  bng  street  of  wretched  houses,  is  called,  par 
excellence,  da*  Fhck-  Leal ;~ literally  (-hr  tpOt 
Leal, — and  spot,   hole,  nt«t,  call  it  what  llHl^ 
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will,  uevcr  was  there  sucli  a  detestable  abode 
aeeo.  We  stopped  at  a  Knig,  whtre  not  a 
creature  wa«  stipriiig,  and,  after  knocking  iu 
vain,  opened  a  door,  when  a  scoue  preseuted 
itiHilf  which  beggars  all  descriptiou.  I  have 
portrayed  to  you  the  day  aspect  of  a  \'olks 
Stubu — -we  now  saw  the  niglit  one-  About 
twenty  creatures  were  tying  on  stove,  floor, 
aod  table — old  and  young — boya  and  girls 
— higgledy-piggledy — the  atmosphere  at  least 
100",  and  thick  and  reeking  from  titis  human 
hecatomb.  In  the  centre  of  the  floor  lay  a 
wayworu  soldier  with  his  martial  cloak  around 
him,  the  only  decent  figure  of  the  party, 
which,  with  the  exception  of  an  old  hag,  who 
came  forward  lu  a  state  which  made  ua  retreat, 
slept  on  unconcerned  at  our  entrance.  Never 
was  poor  humanity  seen  under  a  more  disgust- 
ing aspect.  In  vain  did  Saecha  stand  be> 
hind  with  Speiae  Korb  on  arm — no  place  was 
clean  enough  to  receive  it ;  and  as  for  ourselves, 
wc  had  been  better  ofl*  in  an  English  pigsty. 
So  out  we  sallied,  tired,  hungry,  chilly,  and 
dirty,  and  iu  the  rery  worst  of  all  poesible 
VOL.  u.  p 
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humours  with  the  Fleck  and  all  its  inhabitants, 
and  sat  down  in  the  churchyard  to  while  away 
time.  The  Fleck,  however,  boasts  a  history— 
has  fragments  of  a  castle  and  monastery  still 
standing — has  been  besieged  over  and  over 
again,  and  almost  burnt  down  several  times — 
1  heartily  wish  it  had  l»een  so  quite.  After  study- 
ing all  the  inscriptions  in  the  churchyard,  al- 
ternately German  and  Estonian,  with  here  and 
there  a  stray  Swedish  memento,  and  looking 
at  our  watches  to  harry  time  in  \am,  we  re- 
turned to  our  carriage,  where  poor  tired  Sascha 
was  enjoying  a  short  oblivion  from  her  woes. 
Rather  than  disturb  her,  we  bethought  our- 
selves to  try  an  Estonian  Krug  close  by.  for 
those  incarnations  of  nastincss  whohad  assailed 
us  upon  our  arrival  were  Germans,  and  would 
have  scorned  to  be  confounded  with  the  pea- 
santry; and  here  we  found,  though  uo  great 
accommodation,  yet  a  clean  table  and  chair  id 
the  hostess's  room — a  brisk,  handsome  creature, 
whom  we  disturbed  from  her  spinning-wheel 
at  the  side  of  her  sleeping  child,  and  who  won 
took  her  place  in  my  sketch-book. 

From  Leal  we  passed  through  a  countrj'Un- 
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interesting  with  the  exception  of  an  oak-wood 
of  great  age  and  beauty — a  sight  of  uncommon 
occurrence — and  blocks  of  granite  of  immense 
size  which  towered  above  the  comfielda,  and 
by  ten  o'clock  reached  our  journey's  end. 

We  were  now  in  that  portion  of  the  province 
railed  the  Tf^ieck  ;  Estonia  having  been  from 
the  earliest  times  divlilod  into  four  districts, 
entitled  the  Wieck,  East  and  South  Hamen, 
Jerwcn,  and  Wierland,  each  of  which  has 
advantages  of  some  kind  or  other,  as  the  old 
song  celebrates : — 

"  In  den  Wieck,  da  niid  nu  rieck ; 
"  In  HAfrien,  da  irohrxii  die  Karnea  ; 
■•  In  Wlrrlatid,  iit  gut  Bierluid  ; 
"  In  JenrcD  miichl  icti  lobea  und  Merben." 

One  drawback,  however,  to  the  wealth  of  tlie 
Wieck  is  a  most  monotonous  country,  with 
Iwge  sandy  and  niorassy  tracts,  but  highly 
fertile  under  cultivation,  which  both  the  priests 
and  knights  no  doubt  discovered,  for  tliis 
district  apficars  to  have  Ijeen  more  particularly 
tbeir  residence.  Lying  also  along  the  coast  of 
Uie  Baltic,  here  excessively  dangerous  to  navi- 
gators, the  shattered  fortUDe«  of  a  Wieck 
d2 
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tieigneur  are  not  unseldom  repaii'ed  by  nrfcj&e 
Strandungea,  literally  rich  StrandiDgSt  wliiuh 
the  epriog  and  autunm  winds,  in  their,  hiry 
up  and  dowu  this  narrow  sea,  throw  on  their 
shores.  Not  loog  ago  one  of  these  gentlemen 
had  a  cargo  of  the  best  Cham])ague  wafted  to 
his  feet,  just  as  he  was  sounding  the  coutetits 
of  his  cellar  ia  preparation  for  tbeituartiage 
feasting  of  his  adoptiid  daughter.  .  ■  i  u,, 
It  is  a  barbarous  custom  this  Strandrigbt, 
but  civilization  is  uot  sufficiently  advanced  heiK 
to  dispense  with  it,  and  fewer  lives  would  be 
saved  if  this  bribe  to  cupidity  were  not  held 
out.  That  period  of  cruelty  when  false  light*' 
were  hung  out  to  entangle  ships  is  passed  away 
with  the  fate  of  the  notorious  Baron  Ungern 
Sternberg,  who  from  his  own  house,  situated 
on  a  high  part  of  the  island  of  Dageu,  where 
he  lived  in  undisputed  authority,  displayed  a 
light  which  misled  many  a  mariner.  .  This 
continued  unnoticed,  for  lie  was  powerful  in 
wealth  and  inHucnce,  till  the  disappearance  ibf 
a  ship's  captain,  who  was  found  deud  iik  his 
room,  the  existeace:  of  goods  to  a  large  extent, I 
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under  the  floors  of  the  house,  and  other  con- 
CurriTig  circumstances,  led  to  his  apprehensiotl. 
His  family,  one  of  the  highest  in  the  province, 
urged  Iiim  to  fly,  but  he  was  fearless  to  the 
last.  Some  of  Ids  contemporaries  still  remember 
his  trial,  which  took  place  thirty-two  years  back, 
■when  he  appeared  before  the  Landrathe,  his 
eqaals,  in  the  garb  of  a  peasant,  with  chains 
on  hands  and  ieet,  and  was  eondemoed  to 
Siberia,  but  not  to  the  mine?.  His  name 
was  struck  off  the  roll  of  nobility,  but  brs 
children's  left  untouched.  Some  think  him 
hardiv  done  by,  and  his  family  staiids  hig^  as 
-ever;  nnd,  if  they  have  not  inherited  the  crimes, 
they  have  at  all  events  the  daring  courage, 
enterpHsc.  shrewd  sense,  and  spariiling  Tvit  of 
'their  pirate  ancestor.  I  have  been  tokl  by  an 
'English  seaman  that  the  sensation  6f  tiis 
'aHair  extended  even  to  England,  and  that 
-plAcards  were  seen  in  the  streets  ot'  Londoa — 
**  Beware  of  I'ngera  Sternberg, '  the  Sea 
t  Robber,"— «j  * -wahiihg  to  saiWts. 
:■  '  At  twb  days'  fend,  having  accomplished  a 
'  tint  <fS  too  serious  and  pri  vate  an  imjMrt  to  be 
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commented  upon  here,  we  resumed  our  joume}^ 
and  took  the  road  for  the  seat  of  Count , 


at  Linden,  near  Habsal.  Here,  unless  the 
traveller  know  the  Estonian  as  well  as  the 
German  name  of  an  estate,  he  is  no  nearer 
the  object  of  his  search ;  and,  doubtful  of  our 
road,  we  had  to  inquire  for  the  Ungere  Mais, 
or  Ungem  estate,  Linden  having  formerly 
belonged  to  this  family.  This  is  one  of  those 
houses  which  that  staid  refinement  which  lieth 
not  in  the  purse,  and  which  both  the  Count 
and  his  beautiful  Countess  cordially  agree  in 
maintaining,  has  filled  with  those  numerous, 
nameless  little  comfoits,  which  cost  little 
beyond  the  thought.  Linden  is  one  of  the 
most  delightful  residences  I  have  seen,  but  at 
the  same  time  our  Count  is  one  whose  presence 
would  enliven  the  four  bare  walls  of  an  Estonian 
Krug.  Wit  without  effort,  kindness  without 
display,  nobility  as  much  by  nature  as  descent, 
and  a  life  of  adventure,  combine  to  make  him 
one  of  the  most  charming  specimens  of  aristo- 
cratic mankind,  whether  seen  in  Estonia  or 
England. 
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This  estate  lies  directly  on  the  coast,  the 
passing  vessels  visible  from  the  drawing-room 
wiodows,  and  has  been  immortalized  by  the 
presence  of  Peter  the  Great,  who  visited  it  in 
bis  peregrinations  along  the  shores  of  the  Baltic 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  best  position 
fur  his  future  capital.  The  Zar  and  his  insepara- 
ble friend  Menschikotf  were  here  entertained  in 
fear  and  trembling  by  a  pretty  widow,  Countess 
Steeubock,  nee  Baroness  Ungem,  whose  feel- 
ings lay  witli  her  late  sovereign  Charles  XII. 
of  Sweden.  Nevertheless  Peter  felt  very  well 
disposed  towards  his  pretty  hostess,  but  Menschi- 
koff  was  on  the  alert  to  catch  up  anything  that 
couldatoncederaonstrateherlokewarnmessaud 
his  loyalty.  Occasion  for  this  soon  presented 
itself  at  dinner,  upon  tJie  Zar's  health  being 
given  by  the  Countess,  when  Menschikoft's  wary 
eye  quickly  observed  that  the  goblet  where- 
out  she  drank  was  decorated  with  the  n)yal  amiH 
of  Sweden,  and  thundered  out  a  remunstranee 
in  the  style  of  the  day,  doubtless  more  loyal 
than  gentle.  The  Countess  said  ootliiug,  but  a 
tear,  as  our  host  assures  us,  stood  in  her  beauti- 
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ful  eye,  and  Peter,  whose  h«art  oould  better 
brook  torrents  of  man's  blood  than  one  pearly 
dro}>  from  pretty  woman,  tbundened  bacJt  xifion 
his  High  Admiral  all  the  opprobrious  epith^lis 
he  could  rememlier,  desiring' lum  to  faXi  tn  Ipfve 
with  her  that  moment  and  make  her  his  wife 
for  an  atonement.  Of  course  Mennchikoff  did 
as  he  was  bid,  but  the  Countess's  teai^  .flowed 
fester  and  faster,  for  she  thought  noiat^ao 
horrible  as  that  of  being  a  Russiao's  wife,  aikjU 
relying  on  the  generosity  of  a  discarded  lover, 
more  to  be  trusted,  it  is  true,  than  a  fevqured 
one,  avowed  herself  the  betrotiied  ofhercousip 
Hans  Rosen,  who  lived  on  tlie  island  of  Dage/o, 
just  opposite  her  nindowA.  So  MeDajhiltofT* 
ardour  as  sufkleniy  cooled,  and  Baron  Roaen 
took  the  widow  at  her  word,  and  froitt  (b^ir 
descendants  our  fasoinating  Coimt  inherited  ^e 
estate  of  Linden.  .   .■■  , 

From  Linden  we  visited  Hahsal,  asraall.Mpr 
port-town  which  at  one  time  enjoyed  consider 
able  importance,  but  whose  chief  attraction  DOif 
consists  in  bathing-houses  in  summer,  and  tiff 
magiu6cent  remains  of  the  castle,  ibmierly  riic 
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I  rcRidence  of  the  Bishopg  of  Habsal.  From  the 
I  mag^nitude  of  tiie  niius  this  appears  to  Imve 
m  Iwen  an  episcopal  castle  of  uncommon  spleii'- 
dour.  The  church,  with  cloisters  and  chapel 
adjoining,  as  wfll  as  part  of  the  refectory,  a 
Iftwer,  and  other  portioDs,  are  still  stauding,  and 
are  Mirroiinded  hy  emhankraents  and  a  massive 
wall  of  great  beauty,  secured  at  interraU  by 
turreted  lowers ;  outside  of  these  is  a  garden 
with  frnft-trees  ■venerable  as  the  ruin,  with  a 
moat  bevond  surrounding  that  portion  which 
the  sea  ^^oes  not  protect.  Habsal  siiared  all  the 
vicisflhudes  of  Estonia, — ^was  plundered  by  the 
infuriated  peasantrj'i  who  made  the  Wieck 
especiaHy  the  theatre  of  their  excewes.  and 
more'  (li«n  once  bartered  with  the  neighbour- 
ing' cartles  of  Lea!  and  Lode  for  gold. 

'Coiitrt  TS  Tiow  erectinsT  and  afloming 

K  a  mansion  which  has  the  rare  view  of  a  fine 
I  Gothtceastle  on  the  right,  and  the  waves  of  the 
■  Baltic  on  tlie  left,  and  promises  to  lie  im  com- 
H  fortahie  within  as  it  is  magnificent  wiiliout. 
H  He  is  possessed  of  lai^  property,  inchiding 
H       qnarries  of  a  fine  (piality  ofstom-,  with  which 

m 


LETTERS  FBOM  THE  BALTIC. 


[L>i 


a.  contract  has  recently  been  made  to  repave 
Petersburg,  and  ia  the  encoumger  of  all 
nuity  in  the  peasants,  and  tlie  promoter 
labour  for  wagee.  Large  estates  on  the  island 
of  Dagen  are  also  his.  The  peasantry  there 
have  a  distinct  costume,  and  amongst  liis  house- 
hold was  a  Dagen  girl  who  was  banded  blush- 
ing into  the  drawing-room  for  us  to  examine 
her  accoutrements.  The  head-dress  was  a 
circular  plait  of  hair,  braided  with  a  red  cIoUi 
roll,  which  fastened  behind,  and  hung  down 
in  long  ends  tipped  with  gold  fringe.  The 
dress  was  merely  a  linen  shift,  Iiigh  to  the 
throat  and  half-leg  long,  crimped  from  tup  to 
bottom — the  linen  L>cing  soaked  ft  itii  as  much 
strong  starch  as  it  can  hold,  crim|)ed  with  long 
lathes  of  wo(xl,  and  then  put  into  the  oven  to 
dry,  whence  it  issues  stilT  and  hard  as  a  board. 
How  the  Dagen  ladies  manage  to  sit  down  in 
this  case  of  iron  is  more  thau  1  can  say,  siace 
we  did  not  see  this  evolution  performed.  The 
belt,  however,  is  the  chief  curiosity,  being  made 
of  broad  btacli.  leather,  studded  with  mastdve 
braasheads,  with  a  second  hanging  belt  iu  tnili- 
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tary  guise,  whence  a  knife  in  a  silver  case  is 
which  suspended,  and  fastens  behind  with  a 
fringe  of  brass  chains.  .  High-heeled  shoes  and 
red  stockings  completed  the  attire,  and  alto- 
gether a  prettier  bandit  maiden  never  was  seen. 
Linden  is  stored  with  all  the  curiosities  which 
the  combined  taste  and  humour  of  nnr  host  has 
collected.  Here  may  be  seen  beautifiilly  carved 
Gothic  ftimiture,  and  in  a  conspicuous  place  the 
painted  figure-head  of  an  English  vesst- 1 ; — fine 
old  armour,  inlaid  firelocks,  and  a  rapier  which 
a  middle-^ized  man  must  mount  a  chair  to 
unshcatlt  ; — good  pictutea  of  ancestors,  and 
one  of  a  burning  town  where  the  moon  is  intro- 
duced as  foreground ; — collections  of  snnff- 
boxes,  &c.,  and  various  relics  of  his  grandsire 
the  King  of  Sweden  ;  and  lastly,  a  collection 
of  a  [>cculiar  kind  of  snuff-box,  which  the 
Count  tlattered  himself  not  even  one  of  our 
own  hizarres  countrymen  would  have  thought 
of  making ;  so,  with  the  particular  sparkle  of 
the  eye  and  compression  of  lip  which  always 
preceded  an  act  or  saying  which  made  every- 
body laugh  but  himself,  he  opened  a  drawer 
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wliere  lay  in  sad  inactivity — -a  ■whole  collection 
of — snuffers.  There  were  snuffers  eoweiaitf; 
and  souffera  Tampant — snnffere  which  iio  «i6 
could  liave  wuessed  to  be  snuffers,  and  yet  wbicli 
looked  like  nothing  else  ia  art  or  natarenr* 
Russian  snuffers  fine  with  Riding:,  but  which 
rattled  and  let  out  the  snuff — a  curious  Gei*-' 
man  contrivance  which  r«juired  tliree  liands; 
and  a  Chinese-  one  with  a  trigger  to  pull,  pro 
during  a  concussion  which  generally'  snuffed 
the  candle — out;-~aDd  lastly,  as  a  satire  vpon 
the  whole,  there  was  a  genuine  Birmiugbam 
pair — light,  bright,  and  plain. — 'which  witTifbiie 
gentle  click  did  the  work  of  all  the  party^     ifi 

What  a  pitv  it  is  that    Count  - ban  m» 

children  to  inherit  his  fine  property  and  finer 
difposition  !  He  is  now  petitioning  the  Rtn- 
pcror  for  leave  to  legate  both  title  and  estates 
to  »  Biater's  son :  but,  come  what  niay.thei^wiU 
never  be  wich  another  Count as  the  pre- 
sent. Two  hajipy  A»yt  were  here  soatcheH 
from  time,  and  when  the  farewell  hourarri' 
we  forgot  hmv  recent  had  befin  our  knowlcil^ 
ofeaoh'Other.and  onlv  feared  tite  future 
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never  reunite  those  whom  fate  had  placed  so 
fir  asunder.  And  again  a  tear  stood  in  the 
eye  of  the  licautiful  bosteSB  uf  Linden,  and  onr 
host  looked  strenuously  towards  his  own  feet — 
tlie'  neatest,  by  tlie  way,  in  the  world — and 
atten)j)t€<l  some  humorous  demonBtratioD  of 
thei  fidelity  of  manly  iBCHiories,  and  the  faith- 
lesmess  of  feminine;  but  It. would  uotdo:  and 
we  were,  worse  liian  Mtber.  It  is  pleaeant  to 
rom  thrfiug;h  the  worid,  but  it  is  hard  to  part 
froi|D  those  who  gratuitously  receive  the  stranger 
8s.4)te  friend. 

' ' '  We  left  Liadeu  at  «n  oousual  hour — our  time 
wasscarceand  our  enetgiee  plentiful,  so  wc  en- 
joyed our  friends'  society  till  midnight,  and  set 
off  ill  the  short  twilight.  Our  horses  had  been 
sent  forward  a)>out  twenty  miks,  it  being  the 
conventional  courtcRy  iu  this  country  for  the 
iiost  to  give  you  hi»  own  horses  for  the  first  stage, 
and  for  the  hostess  to  replenish  your  Speise  Korfi 
with  the  heel  from  her  tabic  R«pai«iug  Lode, 
W6  took  a  diilereut  route,  and  halted  a  few  hount 
al,fiicsenb<n'g,  the  scuL  of  Baron  S.,  aud  one  of 
tiwniost  magnificent  houses  to  be  ibuad  heru 
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or  in  any  country.  The  Baroness  S.  is  a  perfect 
Flora  in  taste,  wtiich  with  her,  from  the  pecu- 
liar art  she  possesses  of  heightening  Natnre's 
beauty  by  a  certain  poetry  of  arrangement, 
amounts  to  real  genius.  Not  only  do  her  gar- 
dens and  grounds  bloom  beneath  her  hands, 
but  she  has  taught  her  flowers  to  spring  from 
one  pillar  to  another  of  her  beautiful  saloon, 
nestling  themselves  in  rich  clusters  amongst  the 
architectural  ornaments,  and  hanging  above  like 
censers  of  rich  perfumes,  till,  with  the  little 
blonde  Cupids,  whom  she  has  also  contrived-to 
rear  in  profusion,  sporting  on  the  par(]uete  floor 
beneath, a  prettier  scene  can  hardly  beiraagined. 
Nothing  can  exceed  the  hospitality  of  the 
Estonians.  Servants,  horses,  all  are  equally 
entertained,  and  the  traveller  sent  rejoicing  on 
his  way,  never  to  forget  obligations  so  unosten- 
tatiously bestowed.  From  Riesenberg  we 
commenced  our  last  stage  homeward,  and 
leaning  back  with  tired  languor  resumed  that 
intimate  language  of  affection,  that  sweet 
of  uttered  thought,  whicli  "  pours  from  hearts 
by  nature  matched."  And,  low  in  the  heavens. 


Sow  M 
earts  H 
vens,      H 


LENGTH  OF  DAY.  OJ 

the  bright  orb  of  day,  which  had  attended  us 
is  cloudless  splendour  from  two  in  the  moni- 
iag — tlie  steps  of  Aurora  being  at  this  season 
here  followed  by  at  least  twenty  rosy  hours — 
streamed  cool  and  subdued  through  groves 
of  slender-stemmed  trees,  reminding  us  at 
every  instant  of  Turner's  matchless  produc- 
tions; for  who  like  him  has  ever  realized  the 
irutli  of  a  sunny  day,  the  golden  fields,  the 
6eecy  clouds,  and  countless  Buttering,  glitter- 
ing leaves? — and  at  last  sunk  to  his  short  rest 
again  before  we  reached  ours. 
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Approach    to     Helsingforst — A    ball — Baroneea    K. — 

l^hoppiDg    propensities    of    lady    passengers — Grranife 

'^flNiUes  of  ^HelUtigforst^-'The  Observatbty^THe  B6^a^ 

r.Rwal  XS^en  —  A^^^vj^i^tful,  din^qr~.Sweaboi;g*-* J2ie 

'  Scheeren — Symptoms  of  smuggling—  Return  to  Reval. 
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We  have  resumed  our  life  in  Reval,  the  popu- 
latioQ  of  which  is  now  swelled  with  hundreds 
of  bathing  guests — chiefly  Petersburgiajjs,  who,' 
enervated  by  the  long  winter  s  confinenoieiit 
and  dissipation,  imbibe  fresh  life  both  from  tlie 
air  and  water  of  this  pretty  bay ;  and  Germans, 

Russian-bred,  who  are  glad  to  renew  recoUec- 

'  ■       ■  '■  •  .  ■    .  ij' 

tions  of  their  fatherland  and  mother-tongue  a^ 
so  short  a  distance.  The  Pyroskafls  between 
Reval  and  Petersburg  are  constantly  plying,  s^ 
overladen  with  passengers  as  greatly  to  neutral- 


ize  their  accommodations.  Bathing  is  here  con- 
ducted very  differentlv  from  what  it  is  with  113  : 
— no  chilly  early  rising  with  a  walk  to  the  beach 
before  the  day  is  aired — no  tormentor  in  the 
ghape  of  a  rough  sailor  or  fat  fishwoman  to 
plunge  you  remorselessly  beneath  a  horrid 
wave,  where  you  issue  blinded,  deafened,  and 
stifled,  and  iuoouiparably  colder  and  crosHer 
than  you  went  in  ;— but  here,  when  the  day  h 
at  the  hottest,  you  step  leisurely  in,  like  a 
watcr-nyrapJi,  batlie  head  and  face,  nestle 
gradually  beneath  the  rippling  waves,  and 
listen  to  their  soft  whispers  and  dabble  with 
their  smooth  resistance  for  twenty  minutes 
if  yon  please ;  emei^ng  with  limbs  wanti, 
pliant,  and  strengthened,  and  with  the  most 
ardent  desire  for  the  renewal  of  this  luxury, 
which  may  be  safely  indulged  in  again 
the  same  aflemoon.  I  have  seen  delicate 
creatures,  who  at  first  were  lifted  from  the 
carnage  to  the  liathing'-honse,  restored  day  by 
day,  and  in  a  fortnight's  time  bathing  with  a 
zest  that^  seemed  to  renew  all  their  energies. 
BfttluDgissoindispeDsable  to  i^e  j^usgian,  thin 
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he  makes  a  study  of  it,  and  streng;theiis  hi: 
iu  sumnier  as  tlioroughly  as  he  warms  himself 
in  winter.  Then,  when  the  heat' of  the  day  is 
subsiding,  the  deep  shades  of  Catherinthal  are 
the  universal  resort ;  and  etjuipages  and  pedes- 
trians Hne  the  road  from  Reval.  Here  a  baud 
of  mihtary  music  plays,  and  restaurateurs  offer 
ices,  chocohite,  &c.,  aud  you  parade  ab<mt  and 
your  friends  join  you,  and  you  sit  down  and 
the  gnats  sting  ynu  ;  and  if  you  don't  like  this, 
you  may  adjourn  to  the  salle  de  dante  close 
by,  where  tlie  limbs  so  late  floating  listlessly 
on  the  waves  uow  twirl  round  in  the  hurrying 
waltz ; — and  all  this  is  very  pleasant  for  a  short 
time. 

The  reigning  topics  in  the  beau  monde, 
after  the  Empress's  illness  and  the  Grand 
Ducliess'e  marriage,  were  the  Ltrnt  Fnhrte  or 
pleasure- trips  to  Helsiugforst — a  city  which, 
although  merely  a  six  Imurs'  voyage  across  the 
gulf,  lias  been  only  recently  discovered  l»y  the 
£gtunians.  Two  years  back  a  few  individuals 
ventured  acrora,  and,  being  entertained  with 
great  kiudness  by  the  Finlauders,  returned  wi 
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such  panegyrical  accounts  of  tlie  cLarras  of 
Helsiugforst,  that  multitudes  followed  their  ex- 
ample, and  the  hospitality  of  the  iuliabitaul» 
has  been  put  to  a  severe  test.  These  trips, 
which  take  place  ahout  ouce  a  fortnight,  have 
proved  a  very  successful  speculation  to  the  pro- 
jectors, but  a  particularly  sore  subject  to  the 
shopkeepers  of  R*:val,  who,  after  paying  high 
duty  for  their  goods,  are  deserted  by  their  cus- 
tomers for  tlie  better  and  cheaper  wares  of  duty- 
tree  Finland.  Hence  it  is  that  the  Russian 
custom-house  here  out-Russians  itself  in  every 
vexatious  and  annoying  precaution  for  counter- 
acting this  evil,  and,  were  the  explorers  of  tht- 
new  region  only  men,  tliere  could  be  little 
doubt  of  their  perfect  success,  but  woman's 
wit  has  liaffled  greater  tyrants  than  they.  If 
it  be  sweet  to  drive  a  Iwrgain,  how  much  more 
so  to  smuggle  it  through  seeming  im[iossibili- 
ties  ! — conseriiiently  the  sliopkeepers  at  home 
find  no  greater  demand  than  before  these  extra 
regulations  were  enforced. 

Having  determined  on  joiiiiug  one  of  these 


68 


LETTBRS  FROM  THB  BALTIC.       [1«ttb»  XTO. 


LuatPahrte,  we  soon  came  iufor our sliar^of 
the  teinler  mercies  of  tLe  custom-house  denj^ 
zens,  who,  to  make  double  sure,  f^ll  upon  yoM 
at  both  ends  of  your  journey.  To  our  bootiess 
indignation,  our  trunks  had  to  be  submitted  tp 
thqir  inspection  the  day  before  starting,  whw} 
they  took  a  list  of  every  article  they  included, 
extending  even  to  the  umbrellas,  the  Bain« 
being  an  iteni  of  great  attraction  at  Helsing- 
forst ;  so  tjiat  any  forgotten  article,  any  inno- 
cent pocket-handkerchief  or  pair  of  stoqkingp 
of  the  most  honest  descent,  not  included  iu 
tbe  list,  ran  the  risk  of  condemnation  upon  our 
return.  This  plan  had  not  even  tluj  advantage 
of  preparing  us  betimes  for  our  journey,  aud 
when  we  awoke  at  five  the  next  moving  thpre 
,were  still  a  thousand  things  to  do,  and  a  thqit- 
sand  to  think  of— ttie  one  reniemUered  without 
domg,  and  the  other  done  without  tliuuglit.  So 
many  of  the  elite  of  Kcval  were  bound  on.  the 
suae  errand,  that  the  whole  Ijttle  town  was  wi^e 
awake  at  this  ,  early  hour,  and  ei|uipage8  and 
four,  tjiuodered  down  the  Uoufberswit^ioutllM 

rbiu  ,  agaJiur^l'ri  loiitid  othyiB9qqm3v«teJ 
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usual  precautions,  and  jostled  each  other  iii 
the  harbour ;  while  no  less  than  a  hundred  and 
eighty  persons  mounted  the  little  steam-boat. 

What  a  mixture  of  northern  nations  and 
dialects  were  here  ! — grave  Danes  and  slender 
Swedes ;  Russians  of  every  style  of  phy- 
sif^nomy,  European  and  Asiatic,  with  strange 
full  names,  like  water  gulping  out  of  a  bottle, 
and  a  certain  air  of  livelidess  and  jauntiness, 
whence  the  fitting  appellation  offe  Francalsdu 
Iford  ;  and  the  fat,  fubsy,  phlegmatic  German, 
tlie  very  antithesis  of  this  latter,  whose  pipe  is 
aa  a  feature  of  his  face,  and  not  always  the 
plainest;  all  uniting  in  the  one  adopted  tongue 
of  courtesy,  fitness,  aud  pertness — French — and 
yet  not  a  Frenchman  among  them  all.  Many 
friends  and  actpiaintanccs  were  here,  and 
Herrmann  B.,  with  the  speaking  eyes  and 
silent  tongue,  who  saw  everything  and  said 
nothing;  and,  by  an  agreeable  accident,  it  hap- 
pened that  no  husband  had  his  wife  on  board, 
and  no  wife  her  husband,  and — 'tis  true,  'tis 
pity,  pity  'tis,  'tis  true — these  connubial  frag- 
ments never  appeared  to  better  advantage  ;  and, 
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there  liei'ng  nobody  to  please,  all  were  pleased, 
and  the  weather  was  beautifijl,  and  the  sea  as 
even-teinfiered  as  the  rest.  Ourselves  were  the 
only  unwortliy  repreaentativea  of  "that  isle 
\fhich  boasts,  profuse  asvernal  blooms,  the 
fairest  dames  and  gentlest  swains  ;"  though  the 
many  plain  Englishwomen  and  ill-raaiinered 
Englishmen  who  crowd  the  Continent,  it  is 
to  be  feared,  may  have  shaken  a  foreigner's 
faith  in  this  respect. 

At  first  a  decent  pause  was  allowed  for  re- 
serve ;  then  the  avattt  gartles  of  each  party 
exchanged  civilities,  which  thence  quickly  cir- 
culated tliroiigh  the  mass,  and  only  a  solitary 
Eefonian  or  two,  in  whom  the  spirit  of  form- 
ality seemed  embodied,  held  aloof.  The 
Russians,  as  tlie  saying  goes,  "soon  feeil  out 
of  your  hand,"  but  they  temper  the  act  with  a 
grace  which  the  haughtiest  of  hearts  could  not 
resist,  No  nation  so  ingeniously  unites  the 
most  perfect  sluttery  with  the  most  perfect  good 
breeding.  Tlicsame  man  whose  intarte  man- 
ners would  fit  him  for  the  highest  circles  will 
not  ^ruple  to  exhibit    negligences   of  dress 
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which  our  lowest  would  shun — Generals  with 
princely  fortunes,  affecting  a  conienipt  for  the 
effeminacy  of  whole  attire,  may  be  seen  at  times 
in  threadbare  surtouts  and  boots  they  might 
better  bestow  on  their  valets;  but  this mauvais 
genre  takes  its  rise  from  the  highest  authority 
of  the  Empire,  who  himself  it  is  said  occa- 
gionully  enjoys  the  relaxation  of  being  out  at 
elbows.  Be  this  as  it  may,  neatness  is  cer- 
tainly not  an  inherent  quality  in  a  Russian 
jligpositioD. 

Helsingforst  is  approached  through  islands 
of  rocks,  some  of  them  only  tenanted  by  fisher- 
men, others  massively  fortified — esiiecially  that 
called  Sweaborg,  whicJi  is  the  Cronstadt  of 
this  Finnish  capital.  Nur  does  the  likeness  end 
here,  for  the  town  itself,  clean  and  Iiandsomely 
built,  rccals  Petersburg  ujwn  the  first  aspect. 
Tremendous  thunder-clouds  were  galliering 
over  the  rocky  landscape,  and  we  hurried  to 
the  SucietStt  Hau»,  iJie  oidy  hotel  in  the 
town,  and  a  magnificent  building,  where  most 
of  the  hundred  and  eighty  found  accommoda- 
tion. Here  we  were  no  sooner  housed  than 
thunder  and  lightning  burst  over  the  town. 
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but  were  little  heedt^d  in  the  welcome  rattle 
of  knives  and  forks.  The  storm  subsided  iDtp 
R  regular  raiu,  but  shopping  waa  uot  to  be 
neglected — what  else  did  all  these  good  ladias 
come  for  ? — so  we  sallied  out,  buying  new 
umbrellas  and  Indiaii-iubber  caloslies  as  we 
moved  along,  and  laughing  at  the  immediate 
^e^vice  these  new  acquisitions  had  to  perform. 
And  all  having  much  the  same  errand^  and 
much  the  same  curiosity,  we  moved  from  »hop 
to  shop,  through  the  streaming  and  dcsertad 
streets,  a  party  of  at  least  thirty,  to  the  gmat 
astonisliment  of  the  townsfotks.  Goods  vete 
cheap,  but  of  no  great  choice  ;  and  we  could 
not  but  admire  the  military  precision  of  on«  of 
tlicse  wifeless  husbands.  WliiUt  others  were 
debating  what  first  to  look  at,  he  came,  eaw, 
and  chose  ; — but,  unfortunately  for  his  doctrine 
of  promptitude,  and  more  especially  for  hw 
wife's  feelings,  they  were  invariably  ugly  tilings. 
That  evening  the  theatre  advertised  a  piece 
in  honour  of  one  of  our  passengers,  the  lady  <jf 
a  distinguished  personage,  but  we  preferred  a 
ball,  uberc  wo  were  initiated  into  the  mysteric* 
of  a  Suedoite,  a  dance  with  no  recommendation 
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but  the  time  it  leaves  you  to  improve  your 
partner's  acquaintance.  The  eountenances 
around  us  were  highly  uninteresting — light 
hair  and  lair  complexions  plentiful.  The 
belle  of  the  room — and  Heaven  knows  no  great 
beauty  was  wanting  to  claim  this  title — was  a 

Baroness  K ,  famed  for  the  no  very  rare 

gift  of  portionless  beauty,  and  for  her  hopeless 
attachment  to  an  equally  empty-handed  Rus- 
sian lieutenant.  The  Emperor,  who,  accord- 
ing to  this  precedent,  thought  it  sweeter  to 
bless  one  loviog  pair  than  "heap  rewards  on 
vulgar  meiit,"  touched  by  her  faithful  love 
and  fading  looks,  allowed  the  lady  a  pension, 
that  she  might  indulge  the  one  and  regain  the 
other.  The  former  has  been  effected,  but  the 
Utter  probably  were  too  far  gone  to  "remedy ; 
and  the  baroness  has  retained  only  that  little 
peculiarity  of  manner  of  those  ladies  who  look 
at  their  own  beauty  on  the  uu[Kjetical  side. 

The  next  day,  Sunday,  was  fine.  We  pro- 
posed walking  and  seeing  the  granite  beauties  of 
the  place  by  sunshine,  but  Mesdames  A.,  B.,  and 
G.  hitcuded  no  sucti  thing.    The  shops,  though 

VOL.  Ji.  * 


74  LETTKBS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.    [LnraXVn. 

shut  "pmtr  preseroer  les  dehors,"  had  back 
doors  to  them,  and  those  wide  open ;  and  odc 
pretty  RusBian  acquaintance  ai^ed  it  to  be 
her  duty,  as  "une  bonne  Chrelienne,"  to  work 
out  her  passage-money  ia  industriously -driven 
bargains.  Here,  therefore,  we  abaadoned 
tliem,  and  betook  ourselves  to  the  rocks, 
mounting  from  one  stopiag  mass  to  another, 
till  Hclsingforst,  with  its  numerous  isleta,  lay 
tien^th  us,  and  froin  innumerable  pits  in  the 
rocks  glanced  pools  of  clear  water  from  the 
recent  rains  ;  while  this  Northern  Adriatic 
mirrored  a  aky  full  and  blue  as  that  of  « 
southern  clime.  Far  as  the  eye  could  see, 
no  food  for  man  was  visible — no  com-field, 
grass,  or  verdure  of  any  kind,  except  that. of 
the  dark  pine.  Weaviug  and  aail-makiog  are 
the  chief  occupations  and  means  of  traffic  of 
the  Finlanders,  and  their  com  they  fetch  from 
our  fertile  Estonian  home.  Ilelsiugforst  has 
not  a  population  of  more  than  ten  thousand, 
and  bears  no  remains  of  any  former  splendour ; 
its  oldest  houaea  being  shabby  erections  of 
vooA,  which'  contract  iiioit>  xUsadvantageously 
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with  those  of  stone  which  liave  started  up 
since  its  6nal  cession  to  Russia  at  the  peace  of 
Frietlericksham,  in  1809.  This  part  of  Fin- 
land is  iiichided  among  the  Russian  gouverne- 
mens,  and  has  a  governor  over  it ;  but  justice 
is  administered  by  a  senate  of  its  own,  so  jea- 
lous of  autliority,  that,  on  occasion  of  a  visit 
from  tlie  present  Emperor,  who,  thinking  to 
conciliate  his  Finnish  subjects,  assumed  the 
president's  chair  in  person,  the  assembly  re- 
fused to  proceed  to  business,  and  gave  his 
Majesty'  to  understand  that  it  was  against  their 
laws  to  suffer  a  stranger- to  conduct  them. 

Agreeable  to  that  policy  with  which  Russia 
treats  all  newly  actjuired  provinces,  they  enjoy 
an  exemption  from  taxes  and  duties  till  the 
year  1850. 

Our  steps  soon  led  us  to  the  Observatorj', 
a  building  of  recent  erection,  and  vying  with 
that  of  Dorpat  in  beauty  of  apparatus ;  on  the 
hills  opposite  to  which,  and  upon  about  the 
same  level,  stitnds  a  magnilicent  church,  most 
appropriately  surmounting  the  town,  and,  like 
.the   Isaac's    church    in    Petersburg,    slill    be- 


R   tmi.    ^ 


/  R  LBTTHHS  FROM  THE  BALTIC    [Utimk 

hung  with  forests  of  scaffolding.  The  tmi- 
versify  and  senate's  house  are  also  fine  mo- 
dern buildings,  and  the  Botanic  Garden,  a 
little  rich  plot  of  ground  veneered  intt>  the 
grey  rocis,  bears  witnew  to  the  exJBtence  of 
flowers,  which  otiierwise  these  rock-bom  na- 
tives might  have  deemed  mere  fabulous  ttea- 
siires.""''''"''  '  ■  -■  ■  i  .  -  ,,  ,,1,,  ,,  „.,  _.,,^^ 
'''Oaf'dibn^^t-  Waa'a^^al'df  grdat  men^enl 
-i^Wve  a'  huiidwd,  including  many  officen 
from  the  garrison,  sat  down  to  the  sociable 
table  d'hote,  aiid  the  little  officious  waiters 
slipped  and  slided  round,  while  another  than- 
der-storm  was  welcomed  as  coming  at  the  most 
opportune  hour  for  all  sight-seers.  All  was 
now  harmony  and  good  cheer ;  and  the  gneets 
fisted  their  knives  and  forks,  and  brandished 
them  over  their  shoulders  to  the  great  peril 
of  their  neigbbours'  eyes,  and  hurled  such 
masses  into  their  mouths  as  would  have  given 
an  abstemious  EngHshman  his  dinner,  when— 
"lo!  what  mighty  contests  spring  from  tri- 
vial things ! " — a  luckless  waiter's  foot  slipped-^ 
down'went  the  tnain  firop  of  our  dinneri  and, 
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!D  the  confusion  of  wiping  up  which  ensued, 
no  one  thought  to  replace  the  important  de- 
faulter. Tlie  gentlemen,  nearest  affected  by 
this  toss,  first  looked  angry  tilings,  and  then 
said  them,  and  still  no  joint  was  forthcoming; 
when  suddenly  a  pair  of  eoft  eyes,  which  sel- 
dom venture  above  your  shoe-tie,  sparkled 
wide  open  and  flashed  like  the  lightning  with- 
oub-*«  .set  of  teeth,  like  rows  of  pearl  seen 
ooly  by  greatest  favour  on  occasion  of  a  lau- 
ffuid  smile,  ground  themselves  from  ear  to 
ear — and  a  voice,  hitherto  only  heard  in  such 
accents  as  a  maideo  owns  her  first  love,  thun- 
dered out,  "  liringen  Sie  den  Fleiseh  gleick, 
oder  ich  Kciuneiss  Sie  aug  dem  Fenster" — 
*^'Briug  the  meat  this  moment,  or  I'll  throw 
lyou  out  of  the  window," — a  menace  quite  in 
tfaeRuuian  Garde  officier  style.  My  compa- 
nion and  myself  excliangcd  glances  which 
pliiiaty  said,  "Can  tliie  be  tlie  gentle  Herr- 
maoA  ?"  But  Herrmann  it .  certainly  was, 
transformed  frum  tlie  Iamb  to  the  lion,  whilst 
his  iady-iuother,  much  such  another  snow- 
i»q}ped  Tolctuio  us  himself,  sat  by,  in  no  way 
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(Iracoiicerted  at  her  son's  eruption.  The  sequel 
was  that  the  waiter,  with  German  phlegm ' 
aQd  true  Hamburg  grammar,  coolly  :*B4r 
swered,  "  Es  giebt  hein  Fteisck  mebr,  und  Su 
konnen  mir  nichf.  aus  dem  Fenster  werfeni^ 
— which  must  be  given  in  French^"  11  n'y  S' 
plus  de  viande,  et  vous  ne  pouvez  pas  tnoi 
Jeter  par  la  fenetre" — and  liere  the  matter] 
ended ;  but  those  dove-like  eyes  deceivedi  us' 
no  more.  n 

After  dinner,  tinappalled  by  an  inky  sky^ 
we  hired,  at  a  rouble  each,  a  little  miniatnre 
3team-boat,  with  a  machine  scarce  bigger  than 
a  tea-kettle,  which  whizzed  and  fumed  ua  about 
at  the  will  of  two  Swedish  lads,  and  landed-o* 
at  Sveaborg.  This  island  is  about  five  acreeim' 
extent,  loaded  witli  crown  buildings  and  la 
population  of  military,  and  sacred  to  the  roa* 
mory  of  Field  Marsiial  Count  Ehrenswardv 
whose  monument  stands  here.  Thence  we 
steered  for  the  Scheeren,  litenilly  tlie  Scissars.  a 
beautiful  chasm  of  sea,  between  meeting  and  te^ 
treating  islands,  where  trees  with  leaoea  gnaw 
by  tlie  water's  edge;  and  where  tlie  HeUin^ 


THE  WATBR  PARTY. 


forstians  in  their  holiday  expeditions  laad  atid 
bear  ofi'  a  leaf  witli  hb  keeu  a  pleasure  as  wn 
shocid  the  cLoiceBt  bouquet.  But  "  pleasure 
sttilB  itself  to  ail, — tlie  rich  can  but  b©  pleased."' 
The  niiu  fell  occasionally  in  turreuts  arouud 
us;  but  our  little  puffing  bark  seemed  to  bear 
a  cbann,  or,  as  a  ready  Ruseiau  officer  of  the 
party  oljserved,  " pa*  un,  maia  plueieum ;"  aud 
we  paseed  dry  on,  while  some  delicious  voices 
on  board  ^ve  us  alternately  German  aud  Bios- 
sian  mdodieb 

There  is  a  luxury  in  passive  enjoyment, 
with  which  the  smooth  motion  of  the  waters 
seema  particularly  in  unison.  Here  you  ni- 
minate  without  thought,  as  you  progress  witli- 
out  effort ;  while  on  the  element  which  wears 
on  its  surface  no  trace  of  the  past,  the  iniud 
involuntarily  wanders  back,  to  days  gone  by 
for  ever,  recalHng  images  wliich  early  vx- 
perience  or  early  sorrow— for  these  are  syiin- 
nymoUB-— -bait  lefi  ineffaceable,  and  which  the 
easier  prudence  of  a  more  active  hour  forbidi*. 
Beforo  the  voices  had  ceased,  maiiy  of  our 
party  Were  living  far  away  in  a  world  of  their 
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own,  conversing  witli  those  to  ■whom  oo  otiter 
object  bove  reference,  while  Hernnann,  toinUHl 
again  to  stone,  sat  gazing  into  the  waves;  ^lili 
The  next  morning  the  first  stage  of'  smu^* 
gling  had  commenced  ;  for  where  TTere  all  the 
accumulated  shoppings  of  Saturday  and  San* 
day  to  be  stowed  ?  The  trunks,  everybody 
knew,  were  forbidden  ground ;  so  those  who 
went  up  lean  to  bed  came  down  plump  and 
comfortable,  and  those  who  were  stout  already 
stretched  a  size  or  two  without  any  incoR^- 
nience.  One  lady  stuffed  her  man-servant, 
maid-servant,  and  tliree  children,  and  still  bad 
goods  to  spare.  Another  wadded  two  tall 
^ripUugs  of  sons  into  well-fumished  "meo, 
who  assured  us  they  could  lie  down  on  the 
bare  floor  on  any  side  with  per(ect  comfoi't. 
Old  caps  and  old  umbrellas  were  distributed 
with  the  utmost  liberality  to  the  waifcdrs,  who 
seemed  accustomed  to  offerings  «f  tliiakiiid; 
and  in  lieu  of  tJiese  every  civilian  mounted  a 
light  Leghorn  hat,  and  all  tlie  woiid  sported 
new  umbrellas.  Those  who  had  ah»tainad 
from  the  general    buying  were  now  in  great 
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request;  and  "Can't  you  accommodate  this 
unnll  ])arcel  ?" — or  "  Do  find  a  corner  just  for 
tliis  shawl," — or  sometliing  to  that  effect — was 
heard  on  all  sides ;  and  any  scruples  with  regard 
to  defrauding  governments,  wtiich  might  be 
floating  in  a  few  individuals,  soon  meltet!  before 
the  obvious  charity  of  helping  your  neighbour. 
At  twelve  o'clock  we  all  repaired  to  the 
Quay,  and  mounted  the  "  Fiirst  Menschikoff," 
which  had  arrived  the  day  Ijefore  from  Aho 
and  Stockholm,  bringing  with  it  a  ft-esh  influx 
of  passengers.  Some  of  our  friends  also  had 
deserted  for  a  further  trip,  and,  in  the  ex- 
change, two  Englishmen  were  included,  who 
somewhat  tried  the  feelings  of  the  military 
Russians  on  board  by  mentioning  a  great  Jalr 
they  were  about  to  visit  at  Moscow,  which  on 
further  inquiry  turned  out  to  be  a  review  of 
all  the  Imperial  troops.  The  sea  this  time  did 
□ot  treat  us  so  well  as  before.  One  half  of 
ihe  passengers  were  ill,  and  the  other  half  by 
DO  means  well.  But  a  cold  oast  wind  blew  us 
orrer,  and  in  less  tiian  nix  hours'  time  the  dim 
outline  of  the  Domberg  at  Reval  was  visible. 


82         .     ,4MXrTgd»TB0MtTBJtmaJm^    (1ltvq|B<4l«ib 

Ere  long  the  custom-house  harpies  were  upon 
us,  and,  knowing  how  singularly  the  air  of  Hel- 
singforst  had  fettened  our  party,  I  must  owb 
I  trembled  with  apprehension.  But  the  first 
few  passed  muster  with  a  courage  worthy  of  a 
better  cause,  and  which  inspired  their  followers 
with  confidence.  Various  scrutinising  taps 
and  pats  were  received  with  perfect  v^^  fnid, 
or  repelled  with  dignified  innocence ;  and  I  be* 
lieve  the  whole  party  came  off  safe, — doubtless 
to  boast  of  their  smuggling  deeds  for  the  rest 
of  their  lives.  For  here  to  outwit  a  custom* 
house  officer  is  as  much  a  feather  in  cap  as  tfab 
Irishman's  deceit  of  the  exciseman.  ' 


:.-.* 


'. '■••'-."' 


I'.-rJ    ti '    '  j  ■    Ml' J    ■  :'<    ■'.•:,','  v^v  ;■':  .*'    .{ -l  ..'  n  ;    -J' 

* 

.  Dance  of  Death— The  Duke  de  Croy— H6tel  d^  Ville— 

Corps  of  the  Schwarzen  HSupter — Towers — Antiquities 

*  '3f  tiicS'  t)omb<i^— kotze^e^Tfe  Jahr  Mkrkt-  and  Ma 

--  rwriei '  popola^on  ^—  CatkeriQthal  -^  .Tha  wateKvparty-nrr 

Viait  to  a  Ruaaiaf^  maa-of-war. 

Ar  4;tii3)«ul(sryj8eason  ouir  residence  'ttpou^thQ 
Domberg  is  partioiilwly  agreeable*  Here  ^^w^ 
sea-breeze  from  the  glistening  and  rippled  bay 
sweeps  in  grateful  coobiess  over  us,  and  leaf 
and  streamer  on  our  rocky  eminence  are  seen 
fluttering  in  the  freshened  air,  while  the 
heated  streets  lie  in  burning  stillness  below. 
During  the  day's  meridian  no  one,  uncom- 
pelled,  stirs  from  home,  but  towards  evening, 
if  such  it  may  be  called  where  we  retire  to  rest 
by  broad  daylight  at  eleven  at  night,  we  call 
together  a  few  choice  spirits,  and  loiter  from 
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one  haf  or  court  to  another,  drinking  in  all 
the  beauties  of  Gothic  tower,  ruined  convent, 
misty  island,  and  orient  cloud,  iraiting  for  the 
evening  g^n    from     the   Russian  men-of-war 
in  the  harbour,  or  for  the  gay  clarion  from 
the  Russian  churches ;  when,  careless  of  time 
and  spendthrift  of  light,  we  gradually  descend 
the  embankment,  crossing  over  archways  and 
under  tunnels,  and  ruuning  down  green  slogie^, 
till  we  find  ourselves  at  one  of  the  town  gates, 
and  with  shortened  breaths  are  constrained  to 
climb  to  our  eagle's  eyrie  on  the  Dome  again. 
■'And  a  conple  of  lovers  are  in  our  train — barm- 
Idss  beings,  whose  transient  happiness  we  fa- 
vour,  and    who  invariably   fall   behind   and 
follow  us  like  sleep-walkers — knowing  no  fa- 
"^  'Hgne;— till  the  very  sentinels  resiiect  ihoirrere- 
'''fies,  and  silently  motion  ihcm  the  path  we  have 
"tafefn.     And  when,  wewry  with  the  long  w»lk 
'^lind  ceaseless  light,  we  are  separating  for  the 
''■Bigllt,  they  anlesBly  ask,  ^  tV^Uen  m  nkht 
'  \ieitfT  gfkfn  ?"— won't  you   walk  farlliort— 
'''^d,  tike  tihitdren,  never  know  when  thej  iMve 
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But  now  you  must  descend  with  us.  into  the 
narrow  streets  of  the  town,  which  we  explore 
with  the  freedom  of  foreigners  and  intimacy  of 
natiTes,  but  where  we  take  no  lovei's  to  fitter 
our  footsteps.  Whoever  has  seen  Hamburg 
and  Liibcck,  or  the  Netherlandish  towns,  will 
recognise  tiiat  Reval  has  participated  in  the 
same  Hanseatic  bond.  The  irre^ilar,  many- 
storied  houses  —  their  gables  towards  the 
street — with  the  ample  garret  above  and  the 
spacious  hall  beneath,  betokening  room  equally 
for  the  rich  merchant's  goods  and  the  rich 
merchaiu's  hospitality  —  the  Gothic-arched 
doorways,  approached  by  flights  of  stepe,  with 
projecting  spaces  on  each  aide,  with  stone 
benches  where  families  in  olden  times  sate 
before  their  doors  in  sociable  converse,  many 
of  wliicL  are  now  reraoved  by  order  of  the 
Emperor,  as  coQtrtictiiig  too  much  the  width,  of 
the  Btroets— the  old  Hotel  de  Ville — the  many 
ancient  churahes,  towers,  and  gatewa}"* — all 
those  features  |KTpeUially  remind  tite  traveller 
of  its  many  Mdter  cities  of  similar  ancient 
importance   and   present   decay,  and  present 
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au  aspect  which  one  of  the  young  Gmnd' 
Duchesses  has  in  conrt  language  pronoUBGedi 
to  be   " parfaiiement  rococo."  "triBt- 

Like  ancient  Thebes,  Reval  is  enterediiby 
seven  gates,  viz,  the  great  Strand  pforte,  the 
lesser  Strandpforte,  the  Lehmpforte,  the  Kar- 
ripforte,  the  Schmiedepforte,  the  Sisternpforte, 
and  the  Dorapforte.  These  are  all  picturesqiie 
erections,  decorated  with  various  historical  me- 
mentos— tlie  arms  of  the  Danish  domiDatnm, 
or  the  simple  cross  of  the  Ordei',  or  the  mu- 
nicipal shield  of  the  city,  &c  The  Schmieden, 
pforte  is  noted  as  being  the  scene  of  an  act  of 
daring  magisterial  justice,  which  took,  ptaoein' 
1535.  At  all  times  a  petty  animosity  bad 
existed  between  the  rich  burghers  of  Reval 
and  tlie  lawless  nobility  of  the  province,  who 
troulded  the  commerce  and  derided  the  laws 
of  the  former,  and  were  by  no  means  induced 
to  a  pacific  mode  of  life  by  the  example  of 
their  knights.  At  the  time  alluded  to,  howv 
ever,  the  atrocious  murder  of  one  of  his  own 
peasunta  in  the  streets  of  Revnl  by  Baron 
UjJtSll  of  Rtesenberg,  one  of  the  most  jxwer- 
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ful  nobles  of  tlie  country,  so  greatly  excited 
the  ire  of  the  city  magistracy,  that  tbey  me- 
naced the  offender,  should  he  ever  be  i'uuud 
within  their  jurisdiction,  with  the  utmost  ee* 
verity  of  the  law.  Nevertheless,  despising 
their  threat  and  with  the  insolence  of  one  who 
acknowledged  no  law,  Baron  Uxkull  entered 
the  city  in  mere  bravado,  attended  by  a  slender 
retinue — was  seized,  condemned,  and,  in  foil 
view  of  his  friends  without  the  walls,  executed 
beneath  the  Schmiedep forte.  Long  and  san- 
guinary were  the  disputes  that  followed  upon 
this  act,  and,  as  some  paciiication  to  UxkiiU's 
memory,  the  bui^hers  walled  up  the  gateway, 
which  was  not  re-opened  till  the  beginning  of 
this  Century. 

The  churches  of  Reval  are  mmierous,  com- 
prising Lutheran,  Greek,  Swedish,  and  llomau 
Catholic  places  of  worship.  The  Lutheran  are 
of  the  greatest  antiquity.  To  speak  of  the 
church  of  Saint  Olai  under  this  head  may 
seem  paradoxical,  since  the  edifice  of  this 
name,  which  was  originally  built  in  I3t^,  and 
has  been  struck  and  partially  consumed  by  light- 
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ning  no  less  than  eiglit  times,  is  now  only  just 
risen  from  the  ashes  in  which  it  was  finally  laid 
in  1820.  Its  archives  and  librar)',  however, 
preserve  an  unbroken  history ;  and  many  of  its 
architectural  ornaments,  coeval  with  its  cef- 
liest  erection,  have  been  saved  from  the  flainesw 
Among  the  fonner  is  a  piece  of  sculpture  of 
great  richness,  consisting  of  two  wide  niches, 
tlie  upper  one  empty,  tlie  lower  occupied  by  a 
skeleton  ^vith  a  toad  resting  on  tlie  body  and 
a  serpent  crawling  out  of  the  ear — supposed 
to  typify  the  destruction  of  an  idol  image,  re- 
corded to  have  been  filled  with  these  reptiles; 
— and  with  a  gorgeous  breadth  of  stone-work 
in  eight  partitions  around,  exhibiting  the  tri- 
umph of  Christianity  in  the  passion  of  our 
Saviour,  and  other  parts  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment. Tliis  bears  date  1513.  The  tower  of 
St.  Olai,  wliich  has  been  rebuilt  precisely  on 
the  former  scale  and  form,  is  about  250 
English  leet  high,  and  ser\'es  as  a  landmark 
in  navigation.  This  edilice,  tbe  cathedral 
church  of  the  lower  town,  is  in  pure  early 
Gothic,  witli  lancet  windows  of  great  beauty. 
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and  dedicated  to  St.  Olai,  a  canonized  king 
of  Norway,  wlio  mounted  tlie  tlirone  at  the 
beginning  of  the  eleventh  century,  and  first 
introduced  Christianity  among  the  Norwegians. 
Tlie  next  church  in  im[)ortance  is  that  of 
St.  Nicholas — a  large,  three-aisled  structure 
with  massive  square  tower — built  by  Bishop 
Nicholas  in  1317.  This  appears  to  have 
eluded  the  zeal  of  the  iconoclasts  of  reforming 
times,  who  tbroughout  Estonia  seem  to  have 
been  as  hasty  in  stripping  the  churches  as  her 
doctors  were  in  denuding  the  creed,  and  pos- 
sesses ihany  relics  of  Roman  Catholic  times. 
Tlie  most  interesting  arc  the  pictures  of  the 
altar,  especially  two  wing  paintings  containing 
small  half-length  figures  of  bishops,  cardinals, 
priesU,  and  nuns — three  on  each  side — in  Hol- 
bein's time  and  manner,  on  a  blue  ground,  and 
of  great  beauty.  Also  a  picture,  placed  Tot 
better  iightiug  at  tide  back  of  tin.-  altar — a  Crri- 
cfflxion,  including  the  two  iliievus,  with  town 
ahd  mountains  in  Uie  backgi'uuiid,  and  a  pro- 
cession of  eqiiestriau  figures  cnU-'ring  ttie  gate. 
Thia  is  of  singular  beauty  of  expression  and 


form,  though  much  injured  by  recent  reno- 
vations— of  the  school  of  Raphael,  and  espe- 
cially in  the  manner  of  Andrea  del  Salemo. 

Immediately  at  the  entrance  of  the  churcfi' 
on  the  right  hand  is  a  representation  of  flie 
oft-repeated  Dance  of  Death — coinciding  not 
only  in  age  and  arrangement,  but  also  word 
for  word  in  the  Piatt  Deutsch  verses  baieallii 
with  the  same  subject  in  St.  Mary's  church  at 
Liibeck — in  some  instances  each  mutually  as- 
sisting tlie  other's  deficiency.  The  beginning, 
including  the  Pope,  the  Emperor,  Uie  Empres^ 
the  Cardinal,  and  the  King,  which,  if  I  i^ift-' 
take  not,  are  failing  in  Liibeck,  are  here  pi^'- 
served.  The  rest  is  lost  or  defaced,  though  tlie 
inscriptions  are  in  a  few  cases  still  legible — 
and  terminating  with  *'  Dat  Ifegenhmd  Uf 
dem  Dude"  the  cradle-child  to  Deatli, — with 
this  naive  couplet: 

■-ODul!  wudial  ik  d&l  vunlsii! 
Ik  ihall  iatmea,  aa  k*n  nicht  pimt ! " 

or,  in  good  German, 

"  O  Tod !  wLe  Kill  icli  dw  vomelim ! 
t'  ■!  1  i.'l'lbb Mil  tatiMii,  und  k>no nidii  g«h«n! "— 


which  we  may  thus  render  in  English : — 


Ob  Dcotb!  whHlVUw  ueofallthiittlkl  .,. 

Would  you  barv  mc  duice  Ucfun  1  cau  walk  t 

But  the  peculiar  drollery  of  PlaW  Deutsch  U 
uiiattaioable  in  a  more  cultivated  toogue. 

The  cliapels  of  some  of  the  chief  nobility, 
with  massive  iron  gates  und  richly  adorned 
wilJi  arraorial  bearings,  are  attached  to  tliia 
church,  tliough  all  in  a  very  neglected  state- 
The  Rosen  chapel  is  now  occupied  by  tlie  un- 
huried  body  of  a  prince,  who  expiates  in  ttiis* 
form  a  life  of  extravagance.  The  Duke  de 
Croy — a  Prince  of  the  Roman  Empire,  Mark- 
graf  of  Mount  Cornette,  and  of  other  fiefs,  Sec., 
and  descended  from  the  kings  of  Hungary-7- 
after  serving  with  distinction  under  the  Em^ 
peror  of  Austria  and  King  of  Poland,  passecl 
over  to  the  service  of  Peter  the  Great,  obtained 
the  command  of  the  Russian  army,  and  waa 
defeated  by  Charles  XII.  ut  the  battle  of 
Narva,  Fearing  llie  Zar's  reaentineut,  he  sur- 
rendered to  the  enemy,  and  was  sent  a  pri- 
soner at  large  tu  Reval,  which  liait  been,  and 
is  still,  the  scene  of  lioaourablc  baxusliDieut  for 
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state  prisoners,  and  which  at  that  epoch  was  yet 
under  the  sway  of  Sweden.  Here,  indulging 
a  passion  for  ostentation,  he  managed  to  spend 
86  much,  that  though  only  a  few  years  elapsed 
betveeen  hi&  Temoval  to  Rcval  and  his  deatb4 
the  residue  of  his  fortune  was  unequal  to  meet 
his  dehts,  upon  which  the  uumeroiis  creditore;< 
availing  themselves  of  an  old  law,  which  re- 
fuses tlie  rites  of  sepnlture  to  insolvent  debtors, 
combined  to  deny  him  a  Christian  burial,  and 
the  body  was  placed  in  a  cellar  in  tlie  precincts 
of  this  churcJi.  It  might  be  imagined  that, 
when  these  said  relentless  creditors  were  not 
only  dead,  but,  unlike  their  noble  debtor, 
buried  also,  tJie  Duke  de  Cruy  would  have 
found  a  resting-place;  but  when  that  time  came^ 
all  who  had  profited,  as  well  as  all  tJiose  n  ho  had 
lost  by  his  extravagance  were  gone  also,  and 
their  descendants  cared  little  how  he  had  lived 
or  how  he  had  died.  So  the  body  remained  iir 
itB  unoonBecrated  abode,  nntil,  accident  having 
discovered  it,  in  1H19,  in  a  state  of  perfect 
preservation  owing  to  the  anti-pulrescent 
perties  of  the  cold,  it  was  removed  into 
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Rosea  chapel,  aud  now  ranks  among  the  lions 
of  this  little  capital.  The  corpse  is  attired  in 
a  rich  suit  of  black  velvet  aud  white  satin, 
equally  uninjured  by  the  tooth  of  time— with 
silk  stockings,  full  curled  wig,  and  a  ruff  of 
rtie  most  exquisite  point  lace,  which  any  mo- 
dem Grand  Duchess  might  al?o  approve.  The 
remains  are  thoBt  of  a  small  man,  with  an 
aristocratic  line  of  countenance^  There  is 
mmetliing  at  all  times  tmpoeing  in  viemng 
the  cast-otf  dwelling  of  an  immortal  epirit — 
that  clay  which  weighs  down  our  better  por- 
tion, and  which,  though  so  worthless  in  itself,  ift 
80  inexpressibly  dear  to  those  who  love  us,  and 
8o  tenaciously  clung  to  by  ourselves.  Life  had 
quitted  this  tenement  138  years.  The  old 
Sacristan,  e  little  shrivelled  mommy  of  a  man, 
scarcely  more  human-looking  than  the  body 
before  us,  profits  in  his  creature  comforts  by 
the  exhibition  of  this  dust,  which  he  stroked 

■  and  caressed  with  something  of  gratitude  and 

■  feliow-feeUng,  and,  locking  the  ponderous  door, 
I      ejaculated,  **  Da  liegt  me'm  beaier  Freund!" — 

L___ 
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"  Therelies  my  best  friend !"    Poor  Duke  de 
Croy! 

In  respect  of  antiquity  the  Estonian  clmrch 
bears  off  the  palm  in  Reval — being  mentioned 
by  Jean  Bishop  of  Reval,  when  he  granted  to 
the  city  the  "  Ju$  ecclesiasticum  et  episcopate" 
after  the  form  of  the  Lubeck  statute,  in  1 284- 
a  time  when  St.  Olai  and  St.  Nicholas  did  not  ] 
exist. 

The  Russian  church,  or  one  adapted  to  the  1 
Russian  service  in  later  times,  is  also  of  great  I 
antiquity,  but  has  been  altered  to  the  external  J 
tyjje  of  all  Greek  places  of  worship. 

The  Hotel  de  Ville  has  been  also  renovated  | 
with  windows  of  modem  form,  which  posseas  1 
no  recommendation  beyond  that  of  admitting  | 
more  liglit.  Within,  the  magisterial  chair  is  ] 
still  held  in  the  empty  and  worn-i)ut  ibmis  of  I 
days  of  more  importance,  and  tlie  effigy  of  j 
the  burgher  who  had  his  tongue  cut  out  for  I 
divulging  a  state  secret,  warns  his  aucccssora  | 
of  less  responsible  times  to  be  more  discreet. 

Several  Guildhalls,  with  groined  roofis,  tell  J 
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of  those  corporations  of  merchants  who  liere 
met  for  business  or  feasting,  and  are  now 
passed  away  with  the  commerce  of  Reval; 
with  the  exception,  however,  of  the  corps  of 
tjie  Schaarzen  Hmpter,les  Freres  tSten'noireg 
— 80  called  probably  from  their  patron  saint, 
St.  Mauritius— a  militarj"  club  of  young  mer- 
chants formed  in  1343,  for  the  defence  of 
the  city.  These  were  highly  considered — 
were  endowed  by  the  Masters  of  the  Order 
with  the  rank  and  privileges  of  a  military  body 
— wore  a  peculiar  uniform — had  particular  in- 
auguration ceremonies  and  usages — and  bore 
tlieir  banner,  "  aut  viucendum  aut  morieiidum," 
ou  many  occasions  most  gallantly  against  ttie 
numberless  foes  who  coveted  the  riches  of 
Reval.  Every  young  apprentice  was  required, 
on  pain  of  a  heavy  fine,  to  enter  this  corps 
u]>on  the  first  year  of  his  domiciliation  in  Revul, 
and  each  new  brother  was  welcomed  with 
11       solemn  observances,  and  plentiful  draughts  of 

■  beer,  now  substituted  by  wine. 

I     .    On  some  occasions  thi»  corps  suffered  se- 

■  verely,and  a  defaced  monnment  on  the  Pemau 
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road,  a  few  wersts  from  the  walls  of  Reval,  at- 
tests the  slaughter  of  many  of  tlieir  numbers  by 
tlie  Russians  in  1500.  Each  successive  sceptre 
ha&  acknowledged  their  rights — Peter  the  Great  j 
}iecame  a  member.  Bud  himself  inscribed  his  I 
name  in  their  registers,  Catherine  11.  granted 
their  chief  the  rank  of  a  captain  in  the  Rus- 
sian army.  Ale^caoder  was  admitted  to  the 
brotherhcxKl,  and  ordained  that  the  banner 
should  tiienceforth  receive  the  military  salute; 
and  Nicholas,  equally  recognising  the  ancient 
deeds  or  present  harmlessness  of  the  Order, 
has  deviated  from  his  general  condemnation 
of  all  associatioDB,  and  is  himself  an  Imperial 
Schwarzhaupt.  The  last  time  that  this  corps 
wae  summoned  for  the  defence  of  the  city  was 
on  occasion  of  the  Swedish  invasion  in  1790. 
The  chief  edifice  where  they  held  their  meet- 
ings is  curiously  adorned  in  front  with  tbe 
Moor's  head  and  other  armorial  pieces  of 
sculpture ;  but  within  it  has  been  stripped  of 
all  anti(|uity,  excepting  the  archives  of  the 
Order,  and  portrait*  of  the  various  crowned 
heads  and  Masters  of  the  Livouian  Order  who 
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have  held  Estonia  in  their  sway.  The  altar- 
^iece  from  the  convent  of  St.  Brigitta— a  mag- 
nificent rain  upon  the  sea-coast  in  full  view  of 
'  Reval— is  also  placed  here,  being  a  piece  in  three 
compartments,  in  the  Vau  Eyck  manner,  com- 
prising God  the  Father,  with  the  luJaut  Sa- 
viour in  the  centre — the  Vii^in  on  the  one  hand, 
the  Baptist  on  the  otiicr — and  greatly  recalling 
portions  of  the  famons  altar-piuce  painteil  for 
St.  Bavoii's  church  at  Ghent.  On  the  back 
of  the  two  wings,  and  closing  over  the  centre- 
piece, is  the  subject  of  the  Annunciation — ^two 
graceful  figures  in  grey,  of  later  Italian  date. 

This  is  but  an  inadequate  sketch  of  the  an- 
tiquities of  this  city,  which  is  further  strewn 
with  the  ruined  remains  of  convents  and  mo- 
nasteries of  considerable  interest,  though  too 
much  choked  with  parasitical  buildings  to  be 
m      seen  to  any  advantage.     The   outer   circum- 
■     leretice  is  bound  in  with   walls  and  towers  of 
B     every  irregular  form,  mo«t  of  whicli  have  sig- 
I      nilicant  names, as  fbrinstance,  "der  lange  Herr- 
H      maun,"  a  singularly  beautiful    and  lofty  cir- 
H     oahr  tower  crowning  the  dome;   and  '^die 
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dicke  Marguerite" — a  corpulent  erection  lower 
in  the  town. 

The  dome  is  efjually  stored  with  traces  of 
olden  times — consisting  of  the  old  castle,  which 
encloses  an  immense  quadrangle,  and  is  in 
part  appropriated  to  the  governor's  residence ; — 
the  Dome  Church,  a  building  of  incongruous 
architecture,  filled  with  tombs  of  great  interest, 
of  the  Counts  De  la  Gardie,  Thura,  Horn,  &c., 
beneath  which  lie  tbe  vaults  of  several  cor- 
porations of  trade,  variously  indicated — the 
shoemakers'  company  by  the  has  reHef  of  a 
colossal  boot  in  the  pavement — the  butchers' 
by  an  ox's  head,  See.  Further  on  is  the  Ritter- 
schaft's  Haus,  or  Hotel  de  la  Noblesse,  where 
the  Landrathe  assemble,  the  Landtag  is  held, 
and  all  the  business  connected  with  the  aris- 
tocracy of  the  province  conducted.  Every 
family  of  matriculated  nobility  has  here  its 
shield  of  arms  and  date  of  patent;  while  on 
tablets  of  white  marble  are  inscribed  the  names 
of  all  the  noble  Estonians  who  served  in  .the 
French  campaign,  and  on  tables  of  black 
marble  the  names  of  those  who  fell ; — and  truly 
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Estonia  has  not  been  niggardly  of  her  best 
blood.  The  archives  of  the  Ritterschaft  do 
not  date  beyond  !590,  all  preceding  documents 
having  perished  on  a  voyage  to  Sweden ;  but 
important  additions  have  been  made  by  the 
researches  of  the  well-known  German  writer 
Kotzebue,  among  the  secret  state  papers  of  the 
Teutonic  Order  at  Konigsberg. 

Kotzebtie  spent  several  years  at  Reval,  «c> 
lively  engaged  in  disseminating  those  doctrines 
of  so-called  fi-eedom  and  equality  which  followed 
in  the  train  of  the  French  revolution,  and 
were  further  promulgated  by  the  publication 
of  Gothe's  Wahlverwandschaften.  And  much 
private  misery,  the  traces  of  which  still  remain, 
ensued  to  this  province  by  the  adoption  of 
chimerical  schemes  of  happiness,  which  con- 
sisted in  tittle  more  than  in  yielding  to  each 
Inew  inclination  in  turn,  and  throwing  off  all  old 
ties  as  they  lost  their  attraction.  Nor,  it  is  just 
to  add,  did  Kotzebue  himself  hesitate  to  practise 
what  he  too  successfulty  preachctl.  First  one 
Estonian  lady  pleased  him,  and  became  his 
wife  ;  but  a  year  or  two  after,  another  pleased 
p2 
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liim  still  better,  and  the  first  was  divorced 
and,  strange  to  say,  before  tliis  votary  of  the 
law  of  reasoa  was  suited  to  his  miud,  a  third, 
best  of  all,  appeared.  His  murder  at  Manheim, 
by  Sandt  the  student,  was  tlie  sequel  to  his 
residence  in  Russia  ;  and  more  tlian  one  of  Iiig 
widows,  I  believe,  and  several  of  his  descendapt^ 
still  remain  in  Estonia.  [..,    , 

The  Jahrmarkt,  or  annual  fair,  is  nov 
going  forward  in  Reval.  This  is  held  in.  a 
most  picturesque  spot,  beneath  the  old  elm 
trees  before  the  church  of  St.  Nicholas;  the 
low  wide-roofed  booths  surmounted  with  their 
difierent  insignia,  with  wares  of  all  colours 
floating  around  them,  and  merchants  of  all 
complexions  swarming  before  them,  while  ibe 
venerable  trees  and  time-worn  edifice  look 
down  iu  sober  grandeur  on  all  this  short-lived 
bloom.  In  old  times,  every  merchant  of  any 
consideration  in  Reval  removed  to  his  booth  lu 
the  fair,  and  old  customers  were  welcomed  to 
old  goods;  and  timugh  tlie  one  was  not  less  dear, 
nor  the  other  less  diflicult,  yet  both  buyer  and 
seller  equally  enjoyed  the  gaiety  of  the  time. 
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arid  were  satisfied  with  this  social  gain.  But  now 
mankind  is  becoming  soberer,  and  by 
tacit  consent  it  has  been  agreed  that  as  no 
superiority  in  the  goods,  nor  accession  in  the 
demand,  accompanies  this  change  of  place, 
it  is  as  well  to  leave  the  merchandise  in  its 
place  on  the  counter,  instead  of  flaunting  it 
forth  beneath  the  old  trees  in  tlie  church- 
yard. The  Jahrmarkt  is  therefore  gradually 
being  abandoned  to  the  travelling  merchants 
From  countries  widely  severed,  who  peregri- 
nate from  one  mart  to  another,  and,  save  the 
same  sovereign,  own  no  social  element  or  bond 
in  common.  Here  were  Russians  with  their 
Siberian  furs,  and  Bulgarians  with  their 
Turkish  clothes,  and  Tula  merchants  with 
their  cutlery— all  infinitely  more  interesting 
to  the  foreigner  than  the  wares  they  displayed. 
And  before  his  booth  lolled  the  sleepy  Tartar, 
with  fiat  face,  and  high  cheek-bones,  and  little 
eyes  which  opened  and  shut  on  his  cus- 
tomers with  a  languor  and  expression  often 
absent  from  orbs  of  twice  the  dimensions — and 
beside  him  paced  the  grave  Armenian,  with 
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long  nose  and  higb  peaked  forehead  and 
searching  glance — neither  comprehending  the 
other,  and  both  accosting  me  in  Russian  scarce 
superior  to  mine  own.  "The  Sudarina  is  no 
Nyemka."  "The  Signora  is  no  German,"  «aJd 
the  shrewd  Armenian — Ny emki,  or  t\ie  dumb, 
being  the  appellation  given  to  the  first  German 
settlers,  whose  ignorance  of  Russian  reduced 
them  to  a  compulsory  silence,  and  since  be- 
stowed on  the  whole  nation — "  Whence  does 
the  Sudarina  come?"  "  Ya  Anglichanka,"  "I 
am  an  Englishwoman,"  1  replied;  an  avowal 
abroad,  like  that  of  a  patrician  name  at  home, 
never  otherwise  than  agreeable  to  make,  and, 
thinking  to  increase  his  respect,  added,  "and 
my  home  is  two  thousand  wersts  off."  "  Eto 
nichavo"  "  that's  nothing,"  said  the  Armenian, 
with  a  smile  not  unmbced  with  disdain,  "my 
wife  and  children  live  six  thousand  wersts 
hence."  Nor  is  this  by  any  means  an  extreme 
case — the  Petersburg  post  penetiates  to  inland 
homes  fourteen  thousand  wersts  remored  ft<aa 
the  monarch's  residence. 

Tills  Jahrmarkt  is  the   morning    lounge — 
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Catlierinthal  the  evening  promenade.  It  may 
be  as  well  to  mention  here,  that  thia  latter 
resort  is  an  imperial  Liustschluts,  or  summer 
palace,  surrounded  with  fine  trees  and  well- 
kept  grounds,  or  what  is  here  termed  "  ein 
tuperber  Park,"  which  every  evening  during 
six  weeks  in  the  summer  are  thronged  with 
fashionable  groups  like  our  Zoological  Gardens 
on  a  Sunday.  This  residence,  wluch  is  lite- 
rally a  bower  of  verdure  redeemed  from  a 
waste  of  sand,  is  the  pleasant  legacy  of  Peter 
the  Great  to  the  city  of  Revai.  Being  a  fre- 
quent visitor  to  Reval,  it  was  hijre  that  he  first 
erected  a  mmlest  little  house  I>ene3th  the  rocks 
of  the  Laaksbei^,  from  the  windows  of  which 
he  could  overlook  his  infant  fleet  riding  at 
anchor  in  the  bay,  and  which  still  exists.  But 
a  few  years  previous  to  his  death,  the  present 
palace  within  a  stone's  throw  of  his  Dutch 
house, — for  all  Peter  the  Great's  own  private 
domiciles  testify  whence  he  drew  his  first  ideas 
of  comfort, — wag  oonstructed,  which  he  sur- 
rounded with  pleasure-grounds,  and  presented 
to  bis  consort  by  the  name  of  Catherinthat. 
Thia  gift  he  increased  by  the  purchase  of  sur- 
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rounding  estates  to  the  value  of  several  mil- 
lions of  roubles* — sufficient  to  have  assured  to 
the  empress,  in  case  of  need,  a  fitting  retreat 
from  the  frowns  of  Russian  fortune.  These 
estates  have  been  gradually  alienated  and  be- 
stowed on  private  individuals,  and  Cathenn<- 
thal  is  reduced  to  little  more  than  its  gardens. 
It  has  been  the  temporary  sojourn  of  all  the 
crowned  heads  of  Russia  in  succession;  and 
the  treaty  of  peace  concerning  Silesia,  between 
the  two  most  powerful  women  of  coeval  times 
whom  the  world  has  ever  known^Maria  The- 
resa of  Austria  and  Catlierine  II.  of  Russia — 
was  here  ratified  in  1740. 

Nevertheless,  whoever  prefers  the  sweet  in- 
fluences of  Nature,  uninterrupted  by  silks  and 
satins,  and  uniforms  and  noisy  music,  roost 
visit  Catherinthal  in  the  early  morning,  when 

*  The  RusiisD  rouble,  like  the  German  florin,  ii  ■  pie^e 
of  money  only  current  ID  the  imngination  ;  there  being  no 
coin  of  this  value  in  ectual  circulation.  It  tallies  witJi  Ae 
franc  in  amount,  aud  ia  worth  teu  pence,  ihoagh  at  Uus 
time  the  rale  of  eschauge  ia  much  agaiDU  the  tiaveller,  and 
every  rouble  coals  him  eleven  pence  anil  upwnidi.  The 
silver  rouble  ia  a  diitinct  coin,  mnd  is  wttrtb  thte«  ronblea 
and  a  halil 
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a  sweeter  spot  for  the  enjoyment  of  solitude, 
or  of  that  better  happiness,  a  congenial  mind, 
h(art,  and  taste,  cannot  be  desired.  It  seems 
that  beneath  this  dry  surface  of  sand  the  trees 
have  found  a  rich  soil,  for  vegetation  is  here 
of  the  utmost  southern  luxuriance,  and  the 
thick  mat  of  folia^  around  and  above  only 
reveab  occasional  glimpses  of  the  grey  rocks 
or  line  of  blue  sea  beyond.  Or,  if  you  wish  to 
break  from  this  thicket,  you  have  only  to 
climb  a  rugged  path  up  the  rocks,  whence  all 
this  verdure  is  seen  wreathed  in  rich  festoons 
at  your  feet,  and  above  this  luxuriant  green 
carpet  lies  Keval  with  its  spires  and  towers  in 
stri|je8  of  varying  light  and  shade — ^the  proud 
Domberg  rising  like  a  gigantic  citadel,  or 
Gothic  Acropolis,  in  the  midst:  while  half 
surrounding  the  city  spreads  the  cool  placid 
sea,  and  little  tougues  of  land  carry  the  abodes 
of  man  far  into  the  waters,  and  deep  bays 
carry  the  waters  high  into  the  stiores ;  and  the 
yee  rjuits  towers  and  domes  for  masts  and 
shrouds,  and  further  still  rests  on  a  solitary 
fortress  insulated   in  the  sea — the  last  bond 
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between  the  crowded  city  and  the  huge  men- 
of-war  lying  beyond.  And  behind  ail  are  the 
misty  islands  of  the  Baltic ;  and  above  all  a 
midsummer  moniing  sky,  hazy  with  growing 
heat,  and  speckled  with  a  few  lazy  clouds. 

But  after  liaviiig  gazed  your  fill — after 
having  drank  deep  of  the  beauties  of  earth  and 
sky — how  sweeter  far  it  is  to  turn  to  a  coun- 
tenance whose  features  never  pall,  and  whose 
loveliness  knows  no  winter — to  eyes,  by  turns 
soft  with  emotion,  or  brilliant  with  intellect, 
where  the  deepest  shade  of  sorrow  is  ever 
cheered  by  a  gleam  of  playfulness,  and  the 
brightest  mood  of  merriment  chastened  by  a 
shade  of  sentiment ;  and  which  now  turn,  as  if 
spell-bound,  to  claim  and  render  back  those 
speechless  looks  of  affection  for  which  Nature's 
richest  array  has  no  etiuivalent !  Such  mo- 
ments arc  the  diamonds  in  the  dark  raine  of 
memory — such  looks,  the  stars  which  forsake 
us  not  when  life's  other  suns  are  set. 

After  such  a  morning  as  this,  who  would 
wish  to  sec  this  hallowed  ground  desecrated 
by  training  gowns  and  jingling  spurs  ?    No !— 


THE  MBHRV  PARTY. 

Earth  has  nothing  better  to  offer,  and  now  t)ie 
sea  becomes  the  element  of  our  desire.  A  few 
courteous  words  therefore  to  some  FloU-ojfficier 
of  our  acquaintance  place  a  Russian  brig-boat 
at  our  disposal,  and  descending  the  harbour- 
pier  we  launch  into  the  deep,  bearing  with  us 
some  of  those  bright  eyes  and  witty  tongues 
which  I  have  feebly  described  as  the  points 
d'appui  in  Reval  society;  and  ere  we  have 
quitted  the  land's  warm  atmosphere,  botli  are 
in  such  active  playi  that  the  young  lieutenant 
who  has  the  command  of  the  boat,  and  the 
elderly  general  who  lias  the  charge  of  the 
party,  both  equally  forget  their  vocation.  But 
nothing  is  said  that  might  not  be  uttered  any- 
where, or  would  not  be  enjoyed  everywhere; 
while  in  the  peals  of  laughter  which  ring  along 
the  silent  waters,  one  voice,  in  which  the  very 
soul  of  mirth  seems  articulated,  vibrates  above 
every  other,  and  tlie  rocks  of  the  Laaksberg,  or 
the  lofty  fa^^ade  of  St.  Brigitta's  convent,  rising 
Iwldly  from  the  waves,  send  back  the  merry 
echoes,  and  there  is  aot  a  stroller  on  the 
shore  but  may  recognise  beyond  all  doubt  that 
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Baron  C.  is  of  this  aquatic  party.  Even  the 
sailors  catch  the  infection,  and  brush  thdr 
coarse  sleeves  across  their  faces  as  muc^  to 
conceal  their  laughter  as  to  wipe  away  the 
sti-eaming  perspiration.  Otherwise  there  was 
little  pleafiurahle  to  them  in  this  expedition. 
Several  of  the  rowers  were  Estonians  lately 
drafted  into  the  nav^',  and  as  yet  unahle  to 
compreheud  the  loud  Russian  vociferatiouB  of 
a  tyrannical  boatswain,  as  often  pre&cetl  as 
seconded  by  blows.  Poor  men  !  the  spectacle 
of  their    hard    lives   checked  many  a   bright 


Before  returning  to  our  homes  we  visited 
one  of  the  Russian  men-of-war  whicli  lay 
without  the  harbour,  and  ascending  the  ship's 
aide  were  politely  received  by  the  officer  on 
guard.  Unfortunately  I  know  too  tittle  of  the 
interior  of  an  English  ship  of  corresponding 
rank  to  offer  any  comparisons;  nor  would 
those  of  a  woman  at  best  be  greatly  desirable. 
To  all  appearance  there  was  cleanliness  and 
comfort ;  and  the  sailors,  or  sea-soldiers  as 
they  might  be  better  termed,  for  tliey  differ 


but  little  from  those  ou  land  save  in  the  colour 
of  tiieir  clothes,  were  loitering  and  talking 
togetlier  in  cheerful  groups  between  decks. 

But  now  tlie  roll  of  the  drum  was  heard,  aud 
numbers  hastened  to  the  evening  drill  on  deck 
— a  necesaarv  portion  of  a  sailoi^s  routine  on  a 
sea  hardly  navigable  six  months  in  the  year — at 
the  conclusion  of  which,  the  drummer,  a  wild- 
looking  little  Circassian,  in  a  piebald  unifonn 
which  assorted  well  with  his  dark  tints  and 
flashing  eyes,  commanded  attention  with  a 
lengthened  roll,  and  then  in  nearly  as  mo- 
notonous a  sound  repeatt-d  the  Lord's  Prayer 
in  Russian,  as  fast  as  his  tongue  would 
permit — this  being  a  part  of  the  sen'ice — and 
with  this  the  body  broke  up.  Among  the 
groups  our  w«il-practised  eyes  sought  and 
found  many  an  Estonian  physiognoray,  and 
pasaiag  the  eeutinel  at  the  gangway,  who  bore 
the  very  shepherd  ou  his  countenance,  one  of 
our    arch    companions    whispered    "  Yumrnal 

I."  A  ray  of  pleasure  shot  over  the  poor 
man's  face,  though  his  body  remained .  im- 
moveable as  the  beam  at  his  side.      >;juo  ^ttiil 
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LETTfiR  THE  NINETEENTH. 

Excessive  heat — Qnats  and  Goat-bites — Sleepless  Nights- 
Ruins  of  Padis  Kloster — Landrath  R. — Baltisport — 
Leetz — The  Island  of  Little  Rogo— Unexpected  En- 
counter—  Russian  Builders — A  Day  in  the  Woods-^ 
Family  Parties — Mode  of  Salutation  —  01d-&shicmed 
Manners  —  Conversation  —  English  Pride  and  German 
Pride — ^Jealousy  of  Russian  Tendencies — Marriages  be- 
tween Russians  and  Estonians. 

The  summer  is  come,  and  the  summer  is 
going. — Our  longest  day  has  blazed  itself  out, 
and  an  unconscionably  long  day  it  was,  though 
I  knew  as  little  of  its  ending  as  of  its  begin- 
ning. Every  creature  is  busy  in  the  hayfield, 
including  all  the  men-servants,  and  even  some 
supernumerary  maids,  who  think  this  change 
of  work  as  good  as  play ;— I  proposed  the  same 
to  my  Sascha,  but  was  checked  by  a  mute  look 
of  dignity — and  all  reminds  us  to  make  haste, 
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and  bustle  about  our  own  Iiaycocks  of  various 
denominations,  before  this  Seet-winged  season 
be  gone  for  ever.  But  as  fast  as  the  &ne 
weather  urges,  the  intolerable  heat  forbids 
exertion;  and  here,  while  every  thought  of  the 
community  centres  in  ingenious  devices  for 
protection  from  cold,  no  one  dreams  of  taking 
precautions  against  the  heat.  Thus  the  sum- 
mer, like  a  rare  visitor,  is  made  much  of — 
welcomed  with  open  arms,  caressed  and  flat* 
tered,  and  even  so  little  as  a  thin  blind  grudged 
between  you  and  the  sudden  ardour  of  its 
friendship;  — while  winter,  tlie  good  old  constant 
family  friend,  who  silently  prepares  the  har- 
vest which  summer  only  reaps,  is  slandered 
in  in  absence,  soublied  in  its  presence,  and 
has  doors  and  windows  slummed  in  its  face 
by  high  and  low  without  ceremony.  \Viiat  is 
worse,  no  one  here  has  any  symjiathy  for  a 
foreigner  whose  clay  was  never  intended  to 
stand  this  baking.  If  1  say  I  am  hot,  they 
tell  me  I  ought  to  be  happy ; — if  I  complain 
I  can't  sleep,  I'm  answered,  it's  a  shame  to 
lie  in   bed   while  the    sun    is  high    in   the 
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heavens; — and  if  I  show  my  burning  gnat- 
bites,  a  fit  of  laughter  ensues,  or,  among  the 
better  behaved,  a  compliment  on  my  English 
aussea  Blut,  or  sweet  blood,  which  seems  thug 
in  request,  I  would  compound  with  the  inces- 
sant light  and  heat  if  it  were  not  for  these 
tormenting  accompaniments.  But  capricious 
summer  says,  love  me,  love  my  gnats,  and 
no  one  tliinks  of  lifting  a  hand  against  these 
sacred  emblems.  In  Sascha,  however,  I  find 
one  sympathizing  heart — she  won't  make  h*y 
with  lier  pretty  dimpled  hands,  but  she  Won't 
let  the  gnats  bite  them  either.  Therefore  as 
soon  as  tlie  vapours  of  evening  be^'n  to  arise, 
1  hear  my  windows'  (astening  sound,  and  then, 
slap,  slap  goes  the  pretty  baud,  and  the  first 
word  that  greets  me  on  entering  my  room  for 
the  night,  is  "  Kmiar  nietto"  no  gnats.  To 
bed  therefore  I  go  with  the  happy  conscious- 
ness of  possessing  a  servant  who  can  equally 
mend  my  gloves,  correct  my  speecii,  and  kill 
my  gnats,  and,  if  possible,  infuse  a  kinder  Cone 
than  usual  iuto  my  prostchai,  or  farewell  for 
the  night.  .  vn'i  •  n^^^-M-  toa 
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I  Scarcely,  however,  have  her  retiring  foot- 

I  steps  died  in  the  distance,  than  whiz,  whir — 
*  goes  something  in  my  ear;  and  after  the  first 
bustle  of  defence  has  subsided,  there  1  spy 
the  miscreant  standing  on  his  long  legs  just 
beyond  my  reach.  *'  Well,  Sascha  must  have 
overlooked  one!"  so,  him  despatched,  I  sink 
down  ^ain  more  secure  than  ever.  And 
soon  my  senses  fall  into  a  delicious  kind  of 
nether  state,  and  then  one  by  cue  begin  to 
steal  away;  that  of  hearing  being  the  last 
to  desert  its  post.  And  now,  strange  to  say, 
I  am  walking  upon  the  dusty  high  road, 
carrying  the  very  bundle  of  linen  under  my 
arm  which  Sascha  was  working  upon  the  day 
before,  and  stop  at  an  old  castle  with  magni- 
ficent high  walls,  and  a  row  of  arched  cloisters 
adjoining,  and  all  close  to  our  ovm  dwelling, 
though  1  never  observed  them  before.  But 
all  tlie  architectural  ornaments  alter  strangely 
iu  I  approach  them — some  look  like  horses' 
heads,  and  others  like  pewter  basnis,  and  it 
becomes  so  dark  I  can  hardly  grope  about, 
and  though  I  entered  the  ca«tle  conveniently 
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enough  by  a  ^'ide  door,  I  cau  hardly  squeeze 
myself  through  the  same  on  returning.  And 
all  this  time  my  bundle  is  greatly  in  my  way, 
and  still  I  get  no  nearer  home  ;  wtien  suddMily 
before  me  stands  Sammucka  the  Russian 
coachman,  with  a  strange  kind  of  round  hat 
upon  his  head,  turning  a  grindstone — whirl, 
whirl, — what  a  noise  that  grindstone  makes! 
and  pieces  fly  off  red  hot  and  fall  among  my 
hair,  and  on  to  my  cheek,  and  I  stand  rooted 
to  the  spot  without  the  power  to  stir.  And 
then  the  noise  subsides,  and  then  increases 
again  louder  than  ever,  whirl,  whirl, — whiz, 
whiz, — and,  starting  up,  Sammucka,  grind- 
stone, castle,  bundle,  all  disappear,  and  in 
their  place  remains  a  fresli  gnat-bite,  burning 
like  a  volcano  in  tJie  very  centre  of  my  cheek. 
Thus  the  night  passes,  and  when  toward* 
morning  I  am  lioping  to  retrieve  some  of  my 
miseries,  pat  comes  a  fly  with  its  cold  wet 
proboscis  on  my  forehead,  and  anotlier  on  my 
chin,  and  as  fast  as  I  chase  them  away  they 
return,  and  half  a  dozen  quarrel  on  ray  very 
nose.     In  short,  I  rise  no  more  refredied  than 


PADIS  KLDSTER. 


I  laid  dowD,  and  I  am  always  put  off  with 
praises  of  their  summer,  and  warnings  of  its 
temporary  duration ;  though  were  it  only  ten 
days  long,  I  tell  them  I  must  sleep. 

These  are  a  most  venomous  kind  of  gnat, 
and  might  more  rightly  be  termed  musquitoes  ; 
and,  what  is  worse,  you  never  know  when  the 
fire  of  these  Uttle  craters  is  to  suhside — an  acci- 
dental rub  will  set  one  of  a  month  old  burning 
beyond  all  endurance.  The  farther  north  you 
go,  the  more  do  they  swarm.  In  the  short 
blistering  reign  of  a  Siberian  summer,  no  one 
can  go  without  a  mask,  and  the  Laplanders 
live  in  smoke  to  be  rid  of  them.  Heaven 
defend  me  from  such  summers ;  their  winters 
I  never  complained  of. 

But  to  return  to  subjects  of  more  interest — 
we  have  resumed  our  researches  after  the 
ancient  and  the  picturesque.  Accident  had 
brought  to  our  knowledge  the  existence  of  the 
ruins  of  Padin  Kiuster,  a  name  of  frequent 
recurrence  in  Estonian  history,  and  as  it  cost 
only  a  drive  of  nineteen  wersts  to  ascertain 
that  wliich   no  other  taste  could  determine, 
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the  Speise  Korb  was  packed  up,  and  oai^ 
selves  soon  seated  beneath  the  shade  of  as  fine 
a  ruin  as  Estonia  can  offer ;  with  every  adjunct 
of  old  moat,  and  contemporary  tree,  and  that 
air  of  grandeur  which  cUngs  to  a  spot  after 
its  ^vorldly  importance  and  less  picturesque 
repair  have  declined.  This  monastery  is  men- 
tioned as  such  in  the  beginning  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  when,  owing  to  starvation 
without  its  walls,  and  ttoubtless  a  very  com- 
fortable  life  witliin,  the  peasants  rose  in 
numbers  around,  murdered  the  abbot  and 
twentj'-eight  of  the  monks,  and  otherwise  m 
devastated  the  place,  that,  in  1448,  it  received 
a  further  and  ftill  consecration  at  the  liands 
of  Heinrich,  Baron  Uxkiill,  Bishop  of  Reval, 
at  which  time  it  was  ordained  that  whoever 
should  in  any  way  enrich  or  beneBt  this 
KtoHter  of  Padis,  should,  for  any  sins  he  might 
commit,  have  forty  days  of  penance  struck  off. 
Hence  perhaps  arose  the  peculiar  repute  and 
custom  in  the  sale  of  indulgences  which  this 
monastery  enjoyed.  Now,  however,  it  stands 
utterly  forgotten,  and  the  stranger  within  its 
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gates  was  infinitely  a  greater  object  of  interest 
to  the  passers  by  tlian  all  the  mute  lessons, 
moral,  historical,  or  picturesque,  of  its  grey 
stones. 

One  mode  of  rescuing  it  from  oblivion,  of 
feir  promise,  however,  ties  in  the  circumstance 
of  its  present  proprietor,  Laudrath  R.,  having 
been  blessed  within  sight  of  its  ruins  with  a 
family  of  three  and  twenty  children ;  who, 
bora  in  a  house  infinitely  too  confined  to  be 
conveniently  the  theatre  of  this  domestic  fe- 
cundity, have  successively  stretclied  their  six 
and  forty  little  legs  in  innocent  sport  within 
its  walls,  to  the  unspeakable  relief  of  theii 
Frau  Mamma,  and  to  their  own  great  physical 
advantage.  Tlie  name  of  Padis  Kloster  may 
therefore  safely  calculate  on  being  bequeathed 
itj  grateful  odour  to  a  wide-spreading  gene- 
ration, wliicli,  mayhap,  may  prove  a  shorter 
process  tbau  that  of  awukeuing  a  taste  for  hi»- 
torical  antiquity  among  the  Estonian  nobility  ; 
who,  though  sufficiently  removed  in  ]>eriod, 
are  still  too  nearly  alUed  to  various  feudal 
manners  and  customs  to  attach  to  them  any 
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poetic  sentiment.  Some  call  it  the  wUfal 
blindness  of  the  human  mind  ever  to  prefer 
by-gone  times  to  tlie  present,  but  it  may  rather 
be  termed  a  most  exquisite  provision  of  Nature 
which  leads  us  to  respect  the  past  like  the 
memory  of  the  dead,  and  retain  of  it  only 
what  is  beautiful  and  good. 

From  Padis  KJoster,  a  short  journey  brought 
us  on  to  Baltisport,  a  small  seaport  never 
before  acknowledged  in  the  range  of  my  geo- 
graphy, about  fifty  wersta  south  of  Reval, 
where  vessels  land  their  cargoes  before  the  ice 
admits  them  higher,  and  whence  thousands  of 
orange  and  lemon  casks  are  transported  by 
land  on  to  St.  Petersburg.  The  whole  range  of 
coast  in  tliis  direction  consists  of  an  elevated 
table-land  descending  with  magnificent  preci- 
pitous cliffs  into  the  sea.  In  some  parts  these 
cliffs  are  four  hundred  feet  iu  height,  shelving 
inwards,  while  the  waves  roar  at  their  bases, 
and  chafe  round  huge  angular  masses  of  rock 
which  have  detached  themselves  from  above. 
In  otliers,  the  sea  retreating  has  left  a  little 
moist  strip  of  rich  laud,  bound  in  between  the 
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aud  its  shores,  where  vegetation  of  a 
soutliem  luxuriance  is  found,  and  where  the 
black  alder,  the  only  fit  substitute  for  tlie  oak, 
appears  in  unrivalled  splendour.  This  sheltered 
breadth  forms  part  of  an  estate  called  Leetz, 
in  the  possession  of  M.  de  Ramm,  whose 
house,  a  small  wooden  building,  with  a  pecu- 
liarly {leaked  roof,  "  high  up  to  tlie  top,"  as  a 
Russian  surveyor  with  loyal  accuracy  once 
reported  of  a  crown  chimney,  evinces  both  the 
taste  and  moral  courage  of  his  predecessors, 
for  it  is  built  on  a  liaiiig  slope  in  full  view  of 
the  sea  and  of  every  other  beauty. 

Upon  the  highest  ground,  near  Baltisport, 
stands  a  lighthouse  of  great  importance  in 
navigation,  which  here,  owing  to  the  many 
islands  crowding  the  coast,  is  of  considerable 
difficulty.  Tliis  circumstance  is  supposed  to 
have  deterred  Peter  tlie  Great  from  placing 
his  capital  on  this  part  of  the  coast.     Cathe- 

Irine  II.,  however,  thouglit  much  of  Baltis- 
port, and  projected  a  harbour  of  unrivalled 
depth  and  magnitude,  by  uniting  the  coast 
by   a  gigantic  mole  to  tlie  island  of  Rogu, 
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tliree  wersts  off.  But  something  intervened  to 
stop  the  work,  and  nothing  is  now  visible 
but  a  restless  line  of  water,  where  whole 
mountains  of  stones  have  been  sunk,  and  a 
beautiful  mass  of  masonry  butting  from  the 
cliff,  which  tlie  winds  and  weather  have  tem- 
pered to  much  the  same  tints.  Baltisport  is 
a  wretched  little  fishing  town,  with  only  a 
Russian  church  for  its  mingled  population, — 
though  a  pious  Baron  is  about  to  erect  a 
Lutheran  one, — and  in  summer  is  visited  by  a 
few  of  tlie  neighbouring  families  for  its  excel- 
lent bathing. 

It  was  bombarded  by  the  Englieh  in  1803, 
who,  by  the  time  they  had  unroofed  one  house, 
which  still  remains  a  monument  of  injured 
innocence,  discovered  that  the  inhabitants 
would  be  rather  glad  to  welcome  them  than 
not.  Accordingly  they  landed,  and  became 
very  good  friends  with  the  little  community, 
who,  to  do  them  justice,  have  never  fot^Hen 
that  their  invaders  observed  that  humanity 
which  few  of  their  own  aUies  would  have 
done,  viz.,  paid  handsomely  tor  all  they  took. 
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Baltisport  is  famous  for  its  strijtnlingg,  with 
which  the  atmosphere  seems  impregnated  ;  and 
has  furtlier  distinguished  itself  by  a  petition  to 
government,  of  rather  a  rare  nature,  i.  e.  to 
be  allowed  to 'in^  into  obscurity — the  rights  of 
a  township,  which  Catherine  II.  bestowed  on 
it,  being  too  cx|jensivc  an  honour  to  keep  up. 

Afi  the  weather  continued  fine,  and  the  time 
spent  in  viewing  general  scenery  hangs  heavy 
on  hand,  an  excursion  was  proposed  to  the 
neighbouring  island,  three  wersts  off,  which 
had  thus  narrowly  escaped  a  Junction  with  the 
main  laud.  After  rowing  half  an  hour  we 
landed  un  a  flat  stony  shore,  and,  leaving  our 
boat,  wandered  into  the  country.  This  islet, 
called  tlie  Little  Hugo,  is  about  six  wersts  in 
circumference,  and  lies  opposite  the  Great  Rogii, 
about  tliree  tiroes  the  size;  both  of  which,  ia 
fomier  times,  belonged  to  Padis  Kloster,  and 
as  early  as  1345  wore  pledged  to  four  noble- 
men for  the  Bum  of  thirty  marks  of  silver. 
On  this  little  platform  are  two  villages  with 
well-cultivated  corn-fields,  and  boulder-stones 
of  such  enormous  size  that  we  mistook  them 
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for  ruined  towers  in  the  distance.  But  nothing 
remains  of  the  forests  which,  from  the  reserva- 
tion of  "  timber  for  building,"  among  other 
rights  retained  by  the  monastery,  are  implied 
to  have  existed.  It  so  happened  that  M.  de 
Ramm,  to  whom  this  islet  now  belongs,  had 
been  collecting  his  dues  this  very  day.  At 
the  first  village,  tlierefore,  we  came  in  for  the 
results  of  a  feast — in  other  words,  all  the  Little 
Rogb  world  was  very  drunk.  Strange  to 
say,  this  half-hour's  transition  had  ushered  us 
into  another  language,  for  Swedish  is  spoken 
here,  with  a  little  Estonian.  Our  party  was 
not  able  to  profit  by  either,  for  Russian 
and  Lettish  were  all  the  northern  tougiies 
that  could  be  mustered  between  us.  Our 
conimuuication  was  therefore  restrained  to 
looks,  good-tempered  as  theirs,  and  I  trust  a 
little  more  intelligent.  Returning  to  Uie  Ueach 
and  indulging  in  a  little  English  to  my  dear 
companion,  after  doing  duty  in  German  all  the 
day,  we  observed  a  venerable  old  fisherman 
eyeing  us  with  great  attention,  and,  setting 
foot  into  the  boat,  to  our  great  astonishment 
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he  tottered  up  to  tis,  and,  laying  one  brown 
hand  on  my  ann,  emphatically  said,  "God 
bleas  you,  tell  me,  are  you  really  English?" 
Uis  amazement  could  hardly  surpass  our  own 
at  hearing  English  tones  in  this  remote  spot. 
He  had  left  his  tiny  native  land  to  see  the 
world,  and  served  iu  the'  English  merchant- 
service  thirtyitwo  years.  His  wife  had  fol- 
lowed him,  and  resided  at  Deptford  during 
liis  pcregriuati  1)118.  And  now  the  old  couple 
were  returned  to  their  wild  ii^land  to  end  their 
days.  Strange  transition  !  but  the  love  of  home, 
begun  ill  childhood,  Hies  off  during  the  busy 
prime  of  life,  and  returns  to  bear  old  age  com- 
pany. The  old  man  had  still  English  habits 
about  him — he  was  neat,  and  clean-shaven, 
and,  pointing  to  his  tishing  habiliments,  said, 
"  Ah  !  1  iim  dirty  now,  but  1  have  clean  clothes 
at  my  cottage,  and  an  EngUsh  Bible,  and  other 
books."  He  helped  to  shove  us  off,  and  then 
stood  looking  after  us,  and  that  distant  island 
now  claimed  an  affinity  with  us  which  we  had 
never  anticipated. 

Returning  home,  the  heat  of  the  weather 
o2 
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again  brought  lassitude  on  man  and  beasts 
and  our  days  were  only  varied  by  a  walk,  fore 
aud  afternoon,  to  the  recreating  waters  of  a 
neighbouring  stream  ;  pausing  on  our  way  to 
talk  with  the  groups  of  Russians  who  lay 
reclining  after  their  work  beneath  the  shade  of 
a  half-erected  building.*  The  Russian  is  a- 
builder  by  nature  ;  the  little  hatchet  in  his 
hand  is  the  emblem  of  his  Ufe.  No  buildings 
are  here  undertaken  by  Estonian  workmen,  but 
these  Russians  wander  tlie  country  in  quest  of 
work,  and  are  engaged  from  one  estate  to 
another.  They  were  greatly  interested  in  hear- 
ing Eomethiugot'that  remote  island  Anglia,  and 
only  wondered  how  we  could  build  there  without 
Russians  !  Courtesy  pervades  every  class  ;  the 
Russian  serf  takes  ofl'  liis  Fourmchka  with  the 
dignity  of  a  prince,  and  waits  on  a  lady  with  the 
devotion  of  a  slave.  Though  the  tones  of  the 
1  owerorders  may  be  broader,  yet  they  are  native 
grammarians,  and  speak  tJie  language  with  per- 
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feet  purity.  Hence  I  generally  profited  by  these 
humble  teachers,  and  returned  home  with  new 
words  to  spite  Sascha.  Then  towards  eight 
o'clock  tlie  droechky  appears  at  the  door,  and  we 
drive  where  we  list — into  the  meadows,  which 
are  like  vast  flower-beds  of  the  gayest  colours, — 
for  nowhere  have  1  seen  a  wild  botany  of  such 
beauty  as  here,  where  flowers  which  we  rear  in 
gardens,  the  blue  campanula,  and  the  justly- 
named  Siberian  larksjuip,  bloom  in  native 
luxuriance; — and  peasant  children  meet  us  with 
curious  baskets  made  of  birch-bark,  filled  with 
wild  strawberries  and  raspberries,  better  than 
any  cultivated  fruit  1  liave  here  tasted,  and  ten 
kopecks*  buy  fruit,  basket,  and  all ; — or  we  take 
a  natural  chauntie  into  the  woods,  and  there 
alighting  wander  about  under  vast  trunks  of 
Scotch  and  spruce  fir,  whose  gnarled  boughs 
and  slow-grown  strength  defy  the  climate,  and 
which  it  seoms  a  sacrilege  to  fell  for  firewood. 
But  though  the  forest*  have  much  given  way 
before  human  encroachment,  they  are  safe  for 
many  years  to  come.  The  estate  on  which  we 
Btood  is  so  richly  provided  with  wood  that  only 
*  Ten  kopecki  are  equivalent  to  one  penny, 
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an  eightieth  portion  is  yeai-ly  felled  for  buildinj^, 
firing,  and  otlier  purposes,  so  that,  by  the  time 
a  third  generation  comes  round  to  the  division 
which  the  first  cleared,  another  old  forest  is 
there  before  them. 

One  morning,  for  "  die  Morgenstunde  hat 
Gold  im  Munde"  I  emerged  at  an  earlier  hour 
from  beneatli  a  nmsHn  canopy  which  furnishes 
some  protection  from  my  tormentors,  and  drove 
by  SLX  o'clock  to  a  wood  five  wersts  off,  accom- 
panied only  by  my  faithful  attendant,  who 
thrives  uncommonly  on  the  air  and  exercise 
she  partakes  with  me.  Our  way  led  through 
dense  WDodsof  a  younger  growth,  wiiose  pliant 
boughs  o|)eued  to  the  horses'  heads  and  closed 
again  after  we  had  passed,  and  where,  except- 
ing the  bush-ranger's  cottage,  which  stood  on 
a  iittle  island  of  meadow  separating  two  mightv 
sweeps  of  forest,  we  left  all  signs  of  human 
habitation  more  ihau  half-way  behind  us.  Dis- 
missing the  droschky,  we  dived  into  the  depths 
of  one  of  these,  nor  stopped  until  completely  i 
hemmed  in  by  a  vast  green-roofed  cavern,  su|>>  j 
ported  on  irregular  pillars  of  every  size  and 
form ; — some  of  tbem  spleudid  erect  moDstcni^  J 
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who  had  never  wavered  m  their  sturdy  course 
upwards — others  slender  drooping  scions,  fall- 
ing in  graceful  Hnes  across  their  veteran  com- 
panions, as  if  demanding  aid  in  the  giddy 
ascent.  This  was  a  wood  of  mingled  trees,  the 
fresh  hues  of  the  oak  contrasting  with  the 
black  piiiee;  and  close  to  us  stood  a  noble 
spruce,  split  from  tip  to  base  by  the  lightning 
of  last  week's  storm — one  half  resting  against 
a  neighbouring  stem — tlie  other  pale,  bleeding, 
and  still  erect.  Below  lay  forty  feet  of  the 
luxuriant  head,  with  euomious  splinters,  rent 
in  longitudinal  lines,  while  the  ground  was 
furrowed  in  deep  aiiguliir  troughs  by  the  last 
strength  of  the  fluid.  Here  was  Heaven's 
doom  dpalt  in  a  moment,  hut  farther  on  lay 
the  victims  of  slower  thunderbolts;  for  the 
wood  was  strewn  with  cairns  of  moss-grown 
stones,  through  some  of  which  the  trees  had 
forced  their  way,  which  fihowed  where  a  plague- 
smitten  body  rested.  There  was  something 
uidescribnbly  touching  in  this  union  of  present 
life,  movement,  verdure,  and  luxuriance,  with 
the  reminiscences  of  human  sufiering  and  cor- 
TUptioQ ;  here  and  there  the  sun  shooting  across 
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a  silver  birch  trunk,  like  the  tight  lictoas  a 
Ikjuid  liumatt  eye,  or  ilhiminating  the  red  bark 
of  a  veteran  Scotch  with  a  6ercer  glow,  or  steal- 
ing few  and  far  between  in  slender  bars  of  gold 
along  the  tender  grass.  But  seldom  did  a 
short  glance  pierce  to  the  bases  of  these  g^anit 
steins,  or  visit  the  grave  uf  the  long-shunned 
and  now  long-foi^otten  sufferer. 

Sounds  were  as  scarce  here  as  aimbeinns^^^ 
for  in  tins  birdless  country  no  wing  brushed 
the  air,  and  no  feathered  throat  swelled  with 
melody ;  and  only  the  distant  bell  of  the  stray- 
ing cattle  tinkled  faintly  at  intervals  thrbugli 
the  covert.  Our  very  voices  startled  us  as 
we  moved  on  through  the  mute  activity'iif 
Nature ;  now  sitting  for  hours  on  one  gf-ei^ 
tuft,  now  seeking  fresh  pictures  in  the  ever- 
varied  repetition  of  this  sylvan  scene.  And 
was  the  heart  thus  lonely  thrown  on  Nature's 
sympathy?  No  ;  far  from  it — dear  friends 
were  thought  of  without  that  withering  sense 
of  separation  which  too  often  accompanies  the 
noisier  fellowsliip  of  a  crowded  room.  Here, 
where  there  was  nought  to  remind,  all  was 
calmly  remembered,  and  memory  opened  her 
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Bad  and  sacred  stores,  free  from  the  teasing 
importunities  of  harassing  associations. 

Other  objects  illustrative  of  the  scenery  of 
these  woods  are  the  number  of  ant-hills — not 
little  mounds  which  a  foot  could  disturb,  but 
large  and  conical  as  a  good-sized  haycock — 
the  ants  Uiemselves  an  inch  long,  on  the  same 
colossal  scale  as  their  dwellings.  To  erect 
these,  the  stump  of  a  tree,  here  generally  hewn 
three  feet  from  the  ground,  is  pitched  upon, 
which,  being  gradually  minced  up  into  the 
finest  particles  by  these  indefatigable  creatures, 
cnimbles  itself  into  a  conical  form,  and  with 
the  accumulation  of  labour  and  life  assumes 
the  size  I  have  described.  Here  the  ants 
swann  in  a  red-black  coating  all  tlie  summer, 
and  in  winter  retire  deep  within.  Tliey  are 
harmless  creatures,  however,  and  carefully 
shunned  us. 

It  was  noon  before  the  flight  of  time  had 
been  missed,  and,  alternately  intent  on  my 
book,  or  gazing  at  tlie  blue  rents  of  sky  which 
broke  the  dark  mosaic  of  the  brunches  over- 
bead,  the  figure  of  my  Sasclia  watidering  up 
tt3 
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and  down  in  a  pensive  attitude  had  been  too 
perfectly  in  accordance  witli  tbfe  scene  to  draw 
my  attention;  when,  coming  to  niy  side,  she 
fJaUeringly  owned  to  nie  the  hopeless  loss  of — 
her  thimble.  Most  patlietically  did  she  aver 
that  not  above  hall  a  werst  off  she  had  it  safe 
on  her  little  round  finger,  counting  for  notliing, 
in  her  patient  search,  the  millions  of  leaves 
and  blades  interveniug,  any  one  of  wliich 
would  effectually  have  concealed  it.  So 
there  we  left  it  to  its  hidden  grave — a  little 
atom  of  civilization  drupi>ed  in  the  wild  forest 
lap,  to  sink  deeper  and  deeper  beneath  the 
alternate  layers  of  snow  and  leaves  of  suc- 
ceeding seasons, — and  ourselves  returned  to  the 
world  whence  we  had  come. 

The  day,  commenced  thus  stilly,  concluded 
in  a  lai^e  family-party  at  a  neighbouring  re- 
sidence. By  tlie  word  family-part^,  I  mast 
beg  not  to  be  understood  one  of  those  nide, 
indecorous  gutlierings — those  social  Babels  of 
our  native  land,  where  brothers,  sisters,  cousins, 
nephews,  and  nieces  meet  together  to  lianter, 
tease,  and  langli ;  but  an  orderly  meeting  of 
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courteous  individuals,  who  know  what  befits 
their  dignity,  and  are  above  taking  advantage 
of  the  bonds  of  relationship  to  indulge  in  any 
promiscuous  levity  \ — fie  upon  it  t  Even  the 
very  furniture  partakes  of  tlie  general  feeling ; 
— Imrd  stuft'ed,  bright  polished,  and  richly 
carved,  there  is  no  indelicate  straying  about 
the  rooms  like  our  loose-mannered,  depraved, 
forward  generation,  who  come  before  they  are 
called ;  but  each  stands  austerely  in  its  place, 
and  waits  to  be  sought.  The  ladies  curtsy, 
the  gentlemen  bow,  and  sometimes  a  fair 
iiand  is  reverently  kissed,  while  the  lady — for 
such  is  the  peculiar  custom  both  here  and  in 
Russia — is  expected  to  dive  down  and  imprint 
a  chaste  salute  on  the  extreme  confine  of  thf 
cheek,  or  very  ti])  of  the  ear,  or  any  other 
part  of  the  gentleman's  phj'siognomy  thus 
employed  which  her  lips  can  reach.  This 
requires  some  practice  to  do  gracefully,  for, 
what  with  impatience  on  the  one  hand  and 
bashfulness  on  tlie  other,  or  [)erhaps  awkward- 
ness on  Imth,  tn-o  heads  have  been  known  to 
come  together  harder  than  was  quite  agreeable. 
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Nevertheless  this  is  looked  upon  by  the  gentle- 
men as  their  undoubted  perquisite ;  and  I  have 
seen  a  pretty  foreig^i  woman  gravely  repri- 
manded by  her  dull  Estonian  lord  ibr  hesitating 
to  comply.  It  would  be  hard  to  say  what  grade 
of  relationship  or  exigency  of  circumstanoe 
would  compel  an  E^stonian  nobleman  to  tbrget 
that  he  is  not  to  be  at  his  ease,  according  to  our 
western  notions  of  such.  On  the  other  hand, 
to  a  lover  of  antiquity,  this  living  represent- 
ation of  by-gone  manners  is  highly  tntereftt- 
ing.  At  every  moment  I  am  reminded  of 
some  trait  which  increasing  luxury  and  in- 
creasing retrenchment  have  equally  conspired 
to  banish  from  our  soil.  Here  every  country 
gentleman  keeps  open  house,  and  no  account 
is  taken  of  how  many  mouths  there  are  to  fill, 
whether  in  hall,  kitchen,  or  stable.  The  houses 
are  vast,  grand,  and  incommodious,  and  couDt- 
less  hangers-on  and  dependants  snpply  the 
economy  of  steps  by  a  superfluity  of  feet.  The 
Seigneurs  here  never  move  about  with  less 
than  four  horses,  and  often  six, — ^rustv  equip- 
ments it  is  true; — but  it  is  a  mistake  to  ima- 
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gine  that  the  coaches  and  four  of  our  ancestors 
were  marked  by  Uie  same  neatness  anil  finish 
which  now  attend  the  commonest  pair ;  or 
that  their  neighbourly  meetings  were  dis- 
tinguished hy  that  ease,  sociabiHty,  and  in- 
tellect which  render  the  English  society  of  liie 
present  day  so  delight.ful.  On  the  conti-ary, 
as  soon  as  tlie  scanty  topics  of  the  day  were 
exiiuusted,  they  all  sat  down  to  cards,'  and  that 
perhaps  by  broad  daylight,  like  loo  many  of 
the  Estonian  gentlemen.  Then,  as  now  here, 
all  natural  products  were  fJentiful  and  cheap, 
and  all  artificial  objects  scarce  and  dear ;  and 
tlie  manners  to  correspond  were  hospitable  in 
tile  main,  but  rigidly  formal  in  detail.  Man- 
ners, however,  must  be  looked  ujion  as  an  art, 
vhich,  before  it  can  be  easy  and  safe,  must  be 
stiff  and  cautious — sucii  are  the  oecessary 
transitions  of  all  other  schools,  and  no  less  of 
this.  In  tiiis  light  I  respect  these  format  old 
worthies,  whose  study  it  seems  equally  to  give 
me  a  hearty  welcome  and  keep  me  at  respect- 
ful distance,  like  the  translated  souls  of  my 
great   grandfathers   and    grandmothers, — and 
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take  true  delight  in  their  venerable  society ; 
and  if  a  profane  weariness  of  mind  and  body 
do  occasionally  surprise  me  while  sitting  on 
a  Iiard  chair,  and  drilling  my  thoughts  and 
figure  to  the  starcli  standard  of  rectitude  around 
me,  be  sure  I  ascribe  it  eolely  and  entirely  to 
my  own  corrupt  condition,  and  to  the  incorrigi- 
ble lolling  propensities  of  my  nature  both  mural 
and  physical. 

Another  characteristic  of  this  formal  school, 
as  worthy  of  imitation  as  note,  is  tlie  fact  that 
family  quarrels  are  tilings  utterly  unknown 
here,  and  that  none  of  that  undue  precedents 
is  given  to  wealth  as  in  countries  more  ad- 
vanced. All  those  bom  in  a  certain  station 
retain  it,  whetlier  thfcir  means  be  adequate  or 
not,  and  are  admitted  into  society  with  no 
reference  as  to  whetlier  tliey  can  return  the 
obligation.  Otherwise  I  do  not  believe  the 
real  morality  of  the  community  in  any  way 
advanct'd  by  their  rigid  outward  deconiin. 
Like  people  who  6r5l  peel  their  apple  and 
then  oat  the  paring,  it  comes  to  the  same  thing 
in  tlie  end.     Consistent  with  tlu;  spirit  of  an 
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old  picture,  tht-y  bend  all  their  attention  to 
the  minutiffi  of  a  fold,  and  neglect  the  first 
principles  of  perspective.  Harmless  freedoms 
are  controlled  with  bars  of  iron,  while,  from 
the  facility  of  divorce,  and  other  laxities  which 
the  Lutheran  religion  allows,  many  a  sin  walks 
ia  broad  daylight,  without  so  much  as  a  cob- 
web over  it. 

The  class  upon  whom  this  prohibition  of 
harmless  freedoms,  or  in  other  words  this  chain 
upon  natural  spirits,  falls  heaviest,  is  that  of 
the  unfortunate  little  Estonian  young  ladies. 
Children  of  all  ages  are  here  palmed  upon  all 
society,  greatly  to  mutual  iuconvonience.  On 
entering  a  room  full  of  company,  the  eye  is 
caught  by  numliers  of  these  half-way  little 
women,  with  smootli  tied  hair  and  stiHened 
peaked  figures,  behung  with  gold  brooches 
iind  ear-rings,  and  all  the  miniature  |>arapher- 
nalia  of  tlieir  motliers ;  who  lead  a  niisenibk' 
uoniade  life — wandering  from  room  to  room. 
with  no  place  sacred  from  or  to  thetn  ;  and  are 
constantly  being  reminded,  from  four  years  of 
age  and   upwards,  to  be   vieiblich.     If  I   held 
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out  my  hand,  they  made  me  a  disgusting 
curtsy ;  if  I  ventured  upon  any  approachics  to 
play,  they  wondered  what  1  was  abouL  Oh  ! 
for  the  bright  vision  of  a  truly  lovely  Engh*sii 
child,  seldom  seen  and  then  cordially  wel- 
comed ;  who  hastens  forward  to  some  grown-up 
playmaf*.  trips  over  stools,  turns  up  carpet- 
comers,  and,  arriving  with  ruffled  locks  and 
shortened  breath,  and  with  both  her  little  bands 
fumbling  in  yours,  can't  at  Brst  perhaps  utter  a 
word  for  bashfulnessi  There  may  be  some 
policy  in  breaking  in  children  here  thua  early ; 
but  my  heart  bled  for  these  little  buckiam 
countesses  and  baronesses,  and  I  only  trust  tliat 
the  moment  our  backs  were  turned  they  took 
to  their  heels  and  loosened  all  their  Uule 
joints. 

The  conversation  turned  on  tfae  visit  of  the 
heir  of  Russia  to  England,  and  an  ingenious 
little  German  romance  was  spun  out  by  some 
grave  grey-heads  as  to  the  proljabilities  of  hU 
falling  in  love  with  our  Queen — her  returning 
the  flame — and  the  mieeries  of  a  hopelcM 
:  the  ])iccc  ending  with  the  grave  tjues- 
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tion  as  to  which  of  the  august  pair  should 
renounce  Uieir  inlieritance.  Of  course  it  was 
soon  decided  which  cro^Tn  was  to  be  aban- 
doned, for  the  mere  circumstance  of  a  reigning 
qoeen  is  a  sore  point  with  the  Estonians,  who 
spend  ranch  virtuous  indignation  upon  this 
supposed  subversion  of  Nature's  law,  and  are, 
I  fcar,  prepared  to  hold  their  meek  spouses 
with  a  tighter  rein,  lest  forsooth  they  should  fol- 
low the  same  eiampie.  Altogether  many  politic 
ami  wise  provisions  derived  from  our  excellent 
constitution,  which  to  us  are  truths  familiar 
from  childhood,  are  here  made  subjects  of 
vehement  altercation.  The  dignity  and  pre- 
eminence of  our  church — the  law  of  primo- 
geniture— the  transmission  of  titles  through 
the  female  line — tlie  policy  which  preserves 
to  a  peeress  her  own  dignity  be  her  husband 
the  low&it  commoner  in  the  land — and  the 
courtesy  which  |)enitits  every  woman  of  rank 
upon  marrying  to  retain  the  distinction  of 
her  birth,  unless  she  merge  it  in  a  higher — are 
here  all  subjects  which  arc  sobmittod  to  the 
test  of  Gertdan  reasoning,  and  declared  un* 
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sound  in  the  eye  of  Nature.  Very  erroneous 
notions  are  here  also  entertained  as  to  the 
inordinate  pride  and  undue  prerogatives  of  the 
English  nobility;  forgetting  that,  when  the 
titles  and  honours  centre  in  one  head  only,  the 
other  members  of  the  same  family  return  to 
the  middle  walks  of  life,  filling  our  professions 
with  individuals  whose  sense  of  noble  descent 
is  the  highest  stimnlus  to  honourable  exertion; 
and  who  thus  form  a  social  link  between  the 
highest  nobleman  and  the  great  body  of  the 
nation.  And  though  far  be  the  day  when  the 
English  nobility  should  enjoy  no  prerogatives 
of  birth,  j'et  wliere  can  these  be  less  galling 
than  in  that  country  where  distinguished  abi- 
lities may  elevate  any  man  to  the  highest 
offices  in  tlie  state,  and  a  sullied  reputation 
keep  any  duchess  from  court?  On  this  head 
no  German  may  throw  a  stone  at  England. 
Earls  without  earldoms,  barons  without  baro- 
nies; their  titles  unsupported  by  political  ood- 
sequence,  and  diluted  to  utter  insignificance 
by  the  numbers  who  bear  the  same  —  their 
jealousy  of  rank  increasing  in  proportion  to  its 
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diminution, — no  nobility  hedges  itself  so  care- 
fully beneath  a  vexatious,  trumpery  spirit  of 
exclusiveness,  which  is  as  absurd  ia  itself  as  it 
is  galling  to  those  beneath  ttiem.  In  Russia 
no  one  may  advance  in  the  military  service, 
in  Elstooia  no  one  may  purchase  an  estate,  and 
in  Weimar  no  one  may  enter  the  theatre  by  a 
particular  door,  who  has  not  a  de  prefixed  to 
bis  name ;  and  these  are  only  a  few  of  the 
countless  privileges  with  which  they  endea- 
vour to  bolster  out  an  empty  title,  and  exclude 
those  who  are  often  their  betters  in  education, 
wealth,  and  refinement.  As  to  that  class  of 
society  peculiar  to  England — the  aristocracy 
without  title,  the  representatives  of  long-de- 
scended estates — tJie  old  scjuirearchy  of  the 
land,  who  often  prefer  the  battered  gold  of 
their  ancient  family  name  to  the  bright  brass 
of  anew  distinction, — this  was  a  subject  so  in- 
comprehensible, a  paradox  so  preposterous, 
that  for  my  own  credit's  sake  I  gave  up  the 
task  of  elucidating  it. 

Another  subject  of  considerable  interest  dis- 
cussed this  evening  was  the  gradual  encroach- 
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ment  of  Russian  tendencies  npon  the  German 
provinces,  and  the  fear  of  a  future  consoli- 
dation with  Russia,  as  well  in  manners  as  in 
allegiance.  Nor  is  this  apprehension  ground- 
less. These  provinces,  though  possessed  of  an 
honourahte  internal  administration,  have  never 
been  able  to  maintain  their  owa  independence 
against  the  many  competitors  for  them.  Na- 
tural position  assigns  them  to  the  dominion 
and  protection  of  Russia ;  and  the  desire  of 
generalising  his  system  of  government  is  as 
natural  in  the  Emperor  as  that  of  retaining 
their  nationality  is  in  them.  Their  propinquity 
is  in  itself  one  main  road  to  assimilation  ;  and 
the  late  ordinances  requiring  the  study  of  the 
Russian  language  in  all  schools,  universities, 
&c.,  of  these  provinces,  and  establishing  It  as 
an  article  of  examination  prior  to  preferment, 
though  met  by  much  justifiable  resistance, 
are  not  otherwise  than  fair,  considering  the 
number  of  Estonian  and  Livonian  youths 
who  find  promotion  in  the  civil  and  nri> 
litary  services  of  Russia.  On  the  other ' 
hand,  it  is  the  general  remark   that  the  best 
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and  most  favoured  officers  in  both  these  de- 
partments are  drawn  from  these  provinces. 
Aoother  urdinancc  which  particularly  gives 
rise  to  murmurs  is  tliat  compelling  all  chil- 
dren of  a  Hussian  parent,  whether  father  or 
mother,  to  be  of  the  Greek  religion,  t.  e.  so 
long  as  resident  in  Uussia  itself.  From  the 
frequent  intermarriages  of  Estonians  and  Rus- 
sians, this  ukase  has  been  more  particularly 
the  means  of  introduciug  Russian  habits  into 
the  heart  of  Lutherau  families.  This  may, 
however,  be  looked  upoo  in  an  utterly  diHerent 
light,  and,  instead  of  encouraging  the  here 
deprecated  march  of  union  between  the  two 
countries,  ought  to  act  as  a  direct  check.  Those 
who  now  marry  Russian  wives  do  it  with  their 
eyesojieu  as  to  the  cunsequeuces;  and  as  a  re- 
gard  for  their  own  religion  does  not  seem  to 
counterbalance  the  temptation  of  a  larger  for- 
tune than  their  Lutherau  countrywomen  can 
bring,  no  commiseration  is  due. 

Uut  now  udieu  to  politics — the  life  in  the 
forest  under  the  .greenwood  ttee  Ib  mure  to  my 
tB0^  i,u  jiiU  jJTiiuiw 'li"Vinr«  wft  at  li  ,h*d 


142  LETTBRS  FROM  THB  BALTIC.      [^''TTni  XX. 


LETTER  THE  TWENTIETH. 

Fall  and  its  beauties — The  daughters  of  Fall — The  Counten 
mother — ^A  gathering  of  all  nations — Cuisine — Ooeupft- 
tions — ^Varieties  of  scenes  and  languages — The  ch&teaa— 
Its  various  treasures — Russian  church — In-door  beauties 
and  out-door  beauties — Count  C.  and  Princess  V. — 
Salmon-fishing — Illuminations  ~  Adventurous  passage- 
Countess  Rossi — jirmen-Concert  at  Reval— -Rehearsals 
—The  Scena  from  the  Freischutz — Return  home. 

Who  would  imagine  that  this  good,  honest, 
fertile  Estonia — this  stronghold  of  old-fashioned 
decorum — this  formal,  straight-walked  nursery 
of  clipped  thyme  and  rosemary — nourishes  a 
pool  of  bitter  waters  in  its  centre,  a  traitor 
within  its  gates,  a  canker  at  its  very  root? — 
that  in  this  precise,  decorous  province  is  reared 
a  pavilion  of  luxury  —  a  private  theatre  of 
fashion— a  saloon  of  modem  manners,  owning 
no  bounds  but  the  invisible  ring-fence  of  refine- 


PALL  AND  ITS  8EAUTIRS. 

meot,  where  all  is  ease,  taste,  expense,  and  in- 
dulgence— "  all  nature  and  all  art  ?"  Fall,  the 
earthly  name  of  this  enchanted  castle,  is  a  resi- 
dence in  praise  of  whose  natural  beauties  and 
artificial  decorations  everybody  has  expatiated 
to  me  since  my  domiciliation  in  this  province. 
But  accounts  of  beautiful  scenery  are  so  rela- 
tive to  the  mind  of  tlie  describer — so  oft  have  1 
found  "  une  belle  stable  "  the  standard  of  ad- 
miration here,  while,  ou  the  other  hand,  my 
own  taste,  from  sundry  liberties  it  lias  taken  in 
discovering  beauties  where,  according  to  esta- 
blished rule  and  tradition,  none  had  ever  been 
known  to  exist,  is  become  so  very  questionable, 
— that  politeness  ou  the  one  side  now  describes 
witliuut  one  solitary  hope  of  couversion,  and 
politeness  ou  the  other  now  listens  without  oue 
distant  vision  of  gratification.  But  in  the  case 
of  Fall  I  confess  tlie  wickedness  of  unbelief,  and 
only  wish  I  were  oftener  so  punished.  This 
is  one  of  those  favoured  spots  where  Nature  has 
compressed  every  imaginable  beauty  together, 
fitting  tliem  closer  than,  abstractedly  considered, 
would  be  deemed  pleasing;  though,  once  pre- 
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seated  to  the  view,  criticism  has  nothing  more 
to  say. 

Fall  is  in  the  possession  of  Count  B.,  the 
man  who,  after  the  Emperor,  wears  the  diadem 
in  Russia.  Here  lie  has  secured  to  his  iBmily 
a  retreat  from  the  world,  or  what  might  be  so 
did  not  the  world  follow  them  taster  than  they 
can  retreat ; — in  other  words,  a  summer  resi- 
dence,  where  that  most  luxurious  of  all  lux- 
urious existences — one  ajually  coninmnding 
the  healthy  gifts  of  the  country  and  the  liTcIy 
gifts  of  the  capital — is  as  well  understood  and 
practised  as  In  our  own  land.  A  wet-k  spent 
in  this  charming  spot  is  sufficient  to  make  the 
evidence  of  the  senses  doulitful.  It  is  not 
Estonia — titat's  quite  sure;  it  is  not  Rufigia — 
here  is  no  disorder;  nor  France — though  the 
echoes  answer  in  French  numbers;  nor  Eng- 
land—though as  like  that  as  any.  What  is  it, 
then  ?  Where  are  you  ?— -In  beautiful,  delicious, 
unique  Fall — tlie  garden  of  Nature — the  pot 
pourri  of  all  nations— the  quintessence  of  all 
tastes;  where  the  courtier,  the  philosopher,  the 
lover  of  nature,  the  votary  of  fashion,  the  poet. 
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the  artist,  the  man  of  sense,  or  the  man  of  non- 
sense, may  all  be  iiappy  in  their  own  way. 

Count  U.  was  not  unuiinUfuI  of  the  eRect 
and  power  of  contrast  in  selecting  a  residence, 
for  miles  round  which  the  eye  is  wearied  by 
the  monotony  of  one  of  the  dullest  and  flattest 
plains  in  Estonia, — where  even  a  river,  that 
foil  to  all  dull  laudscapc's,  sulks  gloomily  along, 
spreading  itself  over  marshes  it  caunot  beautify, 
and  hiding  itself  behind  rushes  and  sedges  it 
caunot  hide;  till,  viewing  lofty  banks  rising  in 
the  distance,  and  graceful  trees  leaning  pen- 
dent to  uiress  it,  it  gathers  its  forces  together, 
aud  cutd  its  way  along  with  increasing  willing- 
mm.  Aud  now  all  the  beauties  of  an  Alpine 
scene  mirror  tliemselves  tremblingly  on  its 
ribbed  and  rapid  surface,  and  light,  airy  bridges, 
fit  for  fairies'  feet  to  cross,  o'erleap  it  with  their 
slender  span, — and  groves  of  bjooming  orange- 
treea,  and  every  other  incense- breathing  flower, 
perfume  its  bank^ — and,  in  the  gladness  of  his 
heart,  the  river-god  flings  himself,  in  a  bound 
of  joy,  down  a  thundering  cascade,  rounding 
the  edges  of  peaked  and  jagged  rocks  in  a  veil 
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of  oily  transparency,  and  hi<liag  their  blackened 
bases  in  clouds  of  foam.  Thence,  dashing  for- 
ward in  many  a  changing,  wreathing  circle,  its 
agitated  fragments  reflect  for  a  moment  the 
light  Italian  chateau,  or  ancient  ruin,  or  clas&ic 
temple, — or  repeat  in  quivering  lines  the  white 
flowing  dresses  and  gay  imiforms  of  gome  wan<- 
dcring  group,  till,  gradually  abating  from  its 
wild  career,  the  stream  winds  heavier  along, 
and,  steering  slower  and  slower  to  its  final  fate, 
quits  the  landscape,  of  which  it  had  enhanced 
the  every  beauty,  to  spend  its  puny  waters  on 
tlie  wide  breast  of  the  Baltic.  From  tliis  cas- 
cade, or  fall,  the  German  name  for  this  estate 
is  derived ;  but  the  Estonian  one  of  Voala, 
though  less  significant,  is  more  harmonious. 

There  is  something  in  the  air  of  Fall  which 
gives  beauty  to  every  living  thing  on  its  sur- 
face. Owing  to  the  position  of  the  hills,  and 
the  vicinity  of  the  sea,  spring  is  here  earUcr, 
and  autumn  later,  and  all  vegetation  wears  a 
correspondingly  grateful  aspect.  Not  only  do 
the  oak  and  beech  flourish  with  Englisli  luxu- 
riance, but  trees  foreign  to  this  soil,  the  chcEt- 
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nut,  the  sycamore,  the  plane,  here  abide  the 
"  bitter  nip  of  frost ;"  while  velvet  lawD3,  ^een 
and  fresh  as  the  banks  of  Tliames,  encircle 
the  bases  of  the  high  Bergriicke,  or  mountain- 
backs,  or  ridges,  whose  wooda,  assuming  a  more 
arctic  nature  as  they  stretch  upwards,  fence  in 
this  tiappy  valley  with  a  battalion  of  hardy 
pines.  Nor  may  the  beautifying  influence  of  a 
Russian  summer  sky,  which  may  defy  com- 
parison with  any  other  in  the  world,  be  for- 
gotten. 

llut  why  do  I  longer  suppress  what  is  fore- 
most on  my  lips — why  longer  tamper  with  the 
irresistible  desire  to  challenge  any  country, 
any  clime,  and  auy  nurture,  to  produce  fairei 
flowers  of  another  and  nobler  kind  than  this 
fitting  nursery  has  reared ; — to  throw  the 
gauntlet  to  all  the  living  generations  in  any 
known  or  unknown  land,  to  outshine  in  beauty 
tliu  ixierlcss  daughters  of  Fall?  Woman's  ad- 
miration of  woman's  beauty  is  more  impartial 
than  man's,  and  not  less  enthuBiastic.  Never 
bball  1  forget  the  Brat  moment  when  these 
three  exquinte  creaturea  atood  before  me.  The 
u2 
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eldest,  tall,  straight,  and  slender  as  the  glisten- 
ing  birch-stem  on  her  own  mountain^aide ; 
with  skin  of  wax,  and  hair  of  gold  lighting 
like  an  aureole  round  her  delicately-formed 
head;  and  features  and  dimples  like  Hebe  ere 
she  knew  disgrace,  and  a  character  of  face  of 
the  highest  aristocratic  English  style ; — beau- 
tiful, in  short,  to  her  fingers'  ends.  And  then 
the  second,  with  her  scarce  nineteen  summers, 
and  matron-care  already  slightly  resting  on 
her  marble  brow,  and  vet  a  face  like  a  vestal, 
with  mild,  pensive  sentiment  written  on  every 
chiselled  feature — pale  as  alabaster,  with  tresses 
which  seemed,  by  the  weight  of  their  massive 
coils,  to  bow  down  the  stooping  head  and  lan- 
guid form.  Lastly,  that  sweet  youngest !  as  if 
Nature  to  make  a  third  had  joined  the  other 
two;  with  character  more  decided  than  her 
scarce  ripened  charms,  and  in  both  distinct 
from  her  sister  beauties — with  the  mind  to  will, 
and  the  power  to  do ;  and  a  natural  gifl  of 
penetration  into  others'  thoughts,  and  secrecy 
over  her  own,  lurking  behind  the  loveliest,  de- 
murest, most  transparent  mask  of  tender  beauty 


LUTTUI  XX.] 


MORE  BEAUTIES. 


(tnie  daughter  of  the  man  who  knows  and 
keeps  all  the  secrets  of  Russia),  which,  unless 
a  practised  reader  in  physiognomy  be  greatly 
deceived,  will  make  ^ler  the  most  fascinating 
and  dangerous  of  the  lovely  trio.  Of  her  an 
old  diplomatist  said — "  Jeune  comnie  die  eat, 
Mademaigeilfi  Sophie  a  deja  le  grand  art  de 
Mavoir paroUre  ce  quelle  veut ?'* — a  rich  com- 
pliment in  his  coin ;  aud,  so  long  as  tlie  calm 
remains  only  in  the  exterior,  and  the  warmth  all 
within,  a  very  safe  one.  Alas  for  tliose  wliich 
my  fancy  had  hitherto  treasured  as  models  of 
female  beauty  !  fallen  are  your  sceptres,  broken 
are  your  crowns  !  Not  even  th&gilding  of  re- 
membrance, that  natural  coiimctic  which  the 
mind  bestows  on  all  abaent  favourites,  can  deck 
you  in  colours  wliich  may  venture  comparison 
with  those  before  me.  The  world  will  see  and 
hear  of  thid  lovely  trefoil,  whose  charms  will 
probably  be  transplanted  to  other  countries; 
but  Fall  was  their  proper  setting,  and  few  will 
view  them  here  united  again. 

These  personal  advantages  are  ctueily  de- 
eccnded  from  the  Countess-inothcr,  a  m^ni- 
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ficent  woman,  with  pride  and  pleasantry  con- 
tending in  her  countenance — an  Asiatic  Mrs. 
Siddons,  and  still  in  the  zenith  of  her  charms ; 
but  the  iacial  bond  between  mother  and  daugh- 
ter is  more  of  beauty  than  likeness. 

Haying  no  sons,  the  Count  has  entailed  this 
residence  upon  his  eldest  daughter;  but  in 
Russia  no  entailed  estate  may  descend  to  a 
foreigner,  and  Annette 

**  Loves  a  knight  from  a  fu  countrie, 
Aud  ber  laada  ibe  will  give  for  on«  glanoe  of  hia  e'e.** 

Fall  therefore  becomes  the  inheritance  of  the 
next  sister.  Princess  V. 

I  arrived  at  Fall  at  a  fortunate  time.  The 
last  pyroskaff  from  Reval  had  just  landed  a 
little  select  colony  of  high  life  from  Petersburg. 
There  were  princes  with  historical  names,  mi- 
nisters  with  political  names,  and  generals  with 

military  names.     There  was  Count ,  the 

richard  of  Russia,  who,  "damned  to  wealth, 
buys  disappointment  at  immense  expense  ;'* 
and  the  far-famed  beauty,  Madame  K.,  whose 
perverse  birth  has  proved  no  perversity  to  her 
at  all;   and   Countess   Rossi,  charming  and 
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attractive  as  in  her  first  burst  of  popularity, 
accompanied  by  her  stately  husbaud :  with 
other  beauties,  and  other  talents  and  excel- 
lencies, both  moral  and  titular ;  and  stars 
flung  on  brave  breasts  by  the  Emperor  of  all 
tlie  Russias, — and  otliers  (and  oh,  liow  far  sur- 
passing!) fixed  in  fair  heads  by  tlie  King  of  all 
kings. 

For  a  private  house  in  a  remote  province  ou 
the  Bahic,  we  sat  dowu  daily  to  dinner  as 
strange  a  collection  of  nations  as  can  be  ima- 
gined. There  were  Ruesiaus,  Armenians,  Ger- 
mans, Italians,  French,  English,  Swiss,  and 
Dutch, — to  say  nothing  of  the  various  sub- 
divisions of  Estonian,  Ltvouiau,  Austrian,  Prus- 
sian, BavRrian, — more  than  I  can  remember; 
and  last,  and  this  time  least,  our  ranks  dwin- 
dled down  to  a  dwarf,  who  strolled  from  saloon 
to  ante-room  just  as  he  pleased.  This  was  a 
memento  of  the  olden  time,  which  involuntarily 
brought  with  it  fears  of  a  corresponding  bar- 
barity. Ignatusclika,  however,  has  at  all  events 
a  happy  time  of  it, — is  no  more  of  a  buflbon 
than  a  shrewd  wit,  a  talent  for  mimicry,  and  a 
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due  admiration  for  his  own  tiny  proportioidg 
may  make  him,  and  is  loved  and  dierished  by 
every  member  of  the  family.  So  much  so,  in^ 
deed,  that  in  sheer  gratitude  for  good  cheer 
and  kind  treatment,  he  has  within  the  last  few 
years,  though  already  forty  years  of  age,  grown 
one  inch  !  When  all  met  togedier,  French  was 
the  prevailing  tongue;  and  when  the  groups 
scattered,  each  relapsed  into  their  own.  The 
cuisine  was  most  costly;  the  groundwork 
French,  with  a  sprinkling  of  incomprehensible 
native  dishes,  which  I  ate  by  faith  only ;  and,  in 
imitation  of  what  here  passes  for  English,  half 
a  sheep,  or  half  a  calf,  which  had  fattened  on 
ihe  milk  and  honey  of  Fall,  was  brought  in  on 
a  trencher  by  two  staggering  men-servants, 
while  a  renowned  minister  rose  and  bowed 
with  mock  humility  to  the  steaming  comer, 
and  the  Count,  tucking  a  napkin  over  his  stars 
and  cordons,  stood  up  and  carved  the  beast,-*^' 
and,  to  say  the  truth,  had  he  hacked  it  with 
his  sword,  he  would  have  done  it  as  well. 

The  disposal  of  our  time  was  much  the  same 
as  with  us  in  Elngland ; — in  other  words,  each 
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did  as  they  wished.  The  Countess  bore  off  a 
Dumber  to  inspect  her  brilliant  coiiservaloriee, 
almost  a  werst  in  lengtli,  her  English  dairy, 
&c. ;  and  tiie  Count  headed  a  party  of  Dons, 
to  view  some  important  addition  to  his  already 
ibrty  measured  worsts  of  serpentine  paths,  and 
rejoice  tiitar  hearts  with  u  new  composition 
that  was  to  have  aJl  tiie  binding  [jualities  of 
native  English  gravel ;  whUst  the  young  and 
tlie  pretty  sat  at  their  embroidery  frames  in 
the  shade  of  cool  marble  ten'aces,  or  loitered 
round  graceful  vases,  or  stooped  among  flowers 
not  fresher  nor  gayer  than  they. 

Fall  has  Ijecn  in  the  jiossession  of  Count  B. 
for  about  fifteen  years;  and  knowing  the  former 
proprietors  to  be  as  low  in  taste  as  iiigh  in 
worth,  it  fretjuontly  occurred  to  me  what  a 
buraisbiog  this  jewel  had  undergone  in  this 
short  space  of  time.  For,  tnie  to  Elstoniau 
habits,  tJie  old  mansion,  the  Countess  assured 
mer  was  moat  curiously  placed  just  where  nol 
one  beauty  of  the  landiricape  was  visible.  My 
host  and  hostess  greatly  regrettetl  not  having 
instituted  a  visitors'  lMH>k  at  the  first  penod  of 
u3 
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their  occupation ;  for  Fall  had  seen  a  sucoes- 
sion  of  the  noble  and  gifted,  whose  autograph;* 
would  have  been  an  heir-loom  of  price  to  fu- 
ture generations.  A  few  years  back  the  pre- 
sent Emperor  and  Empress  honoured  them 
witl)  a  visit,  and  were  as  much  enraptured  by 
the  scenery  as  any  of  their  subjects  could  be, 
— leaving  a  memento  of  their  presence  to  de- 
scend to  the  future  in  a  tree  planted  by  each. 
The  spades  used  by  the  Imiierial  hands  are 
preserved,  and  inscribed  with  the  date  and  oc- 
casion. Each  is  analogous  to  its  wielder — the 
Empress's  a  fairy  toy,  the  Emperor's  only  to 
be  Ufted  by  giant  strengtli.  Both  Uie  Count 
and  Countess  B.  had  lived  through  events  of 
great  historical  interest :  of  the  former  more 
hereafter,  The  Countess  had  been  twice  mar- 
ried, having  lost  her  first  husband  at  the  Frencli 
invasion,  when  lier  house  also  was  sacrificed  in 
the  destruction  of  Moscow.  Often,  in  alluding 
to  articles  and  souvenirs  of  her  early  youth, 
ulie  added  with  a  sigh,  "They  perished  to 
tJie  Samea  of  Moscow." 
Altogether,  I  never  remember  such  mingled 
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and  peculiar  associatious  as  1  experieuced  in 
Fall.  Here  was  one  country  within  another — 
each  as  dissimilar  as  possible  ;  and  our  every- 
day life  made  up  of  successive  scenes  of  as 
many  periods  as  nations.  There  were  tht* 
Gotliic  halls,  with  every  gorgeous  appurte- 
nance of  alcove,  stained  glass,  fretted  pillar, 
oak  earring,  and  mosaic  floor ;  and  a  few  uld 
ladies  sat  in  state  in  their  high-backed  chairs, 
or  a  couple  of  gentlemen  strutted  in  the  fore- 
groaud  in  earnest  pantomimic  discussion.  Then 
a  prince,  or  general,  hurried  across  the  scene, 
and  at  the  word  "  TckeUovek,"  or  man,  equi- 
valent to  the  *' What,  ho!"  of  stage  practice, 
in  rushed  two  or  three  men-servants  from  the 
ante-room ;  and  now  and  then  a  messenger, 
hard-ridden,  arrived  from  court  with  Becret 
tidings ;  and  even  the  manners  tliemselves, 
from  the  high  rank  of  the  individuals,  and  the 
occasional  familiar  handling  of  mighty  names 
and  weighty  matters,  though  modem  enough 
in  other  respects,  wore  a  Shakspearian  tone. 
And  then  the  scene  shifted,  and  a  roaring  wa- 
ter-fall, with  Claude-like  trees,  appeared,  and 
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vistas  of  temples,  crowned  by  the  line  of  sea, 
and  bright  flowers  or  marble  lions  in  frout, 
with  damsels  in  white  with  real  rose&  in  their 
liair.  Or  I  stood  before  a  mosque-like  building, 
with  gilded  cupola;  and  a  priest  with  flowtng 
robe  and  higli  sorcerer's  cap,  and  streaming 
hair  and  beard,  mounted  the  stej)s ;  or  a 
Russian  vassal,  with  scarlet  cuftan,  and  Van- 
dyke physiognomy,  or  a  lowly  Estonian  pea- 
sant, with  Bandalled  shoon,  passed  by.  Or 
I  was  in  a  French  boudoir,  respiring  nothing 
bm  modem  luxury,  with  couches  and  curtains, 
and  every  gewgaw  of  lugeuious  idleness.  The 
piece  concluding  most  comfortably  with  an 
English  bedroom,  small,  unoetcutatious,  and 
private — everything,  even  to  the  Windsor  3oap 
on  the  wash-table,  recalling  those  sanctuaries 
of  home.  No  wonder,  tlien,  with  French, 
German,  Russian,  and  English  altematelv 
sounding  around,  that  a  simple  individual  was 
sometimes  puzzled  to  know  where  tJic  Bceoc 
really  lay. 

The  chateau  of  Fall   itself  is  only  appro- 
priated  (o  reception  rooms  and  to  the  dveUiag 
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of  the  family,  and  is  stored  with  all  the 
mingled  gorgeousncss  of  Asiatic  taste  and  the 
more  polished  art  of  European  civilization.  A 
magnititit'Ut  collection  of  silver  vessels  of  Ori- 
ental shajH!  and  purpose  is  a  conspicuous  object, 
aiid  among  the  various  treasures  of  art  an 
enamel  of  Heiiry  the  Eighth  with  his  six  wives, 
magnificently  set  in  silver,  would  be  coveted 
by  many  an  English  collector.  The  accommo- 
dations for  visitors  coniilst  in  two  houses  on 
either  hand  set  apart  for  that  purpose — this 
being  a  custom  prevalent  both  in  Estonia  and 
Russia.  One  of  these  houses,  both  of  which 
were  complctelv  filled  on  the  present  occasion, 
joinii  on  to  the  Russian  church — a  private  edi- 
fice for  the  fiimily,  conR-crated  to  St,  Elizabeth, 
in  honour  of  tliu  Countess,  being  dedicated  on 
her  name's  day.  Here  every  Sunday,  and  on 
an  occasional  f^te  day,  a  Pope  witli  deacons, 
choristers,  and  all  their  paraphernalia,  are 
fetched  from  Reval,  and  generally  begin  their 
duties  witli  a  Rhurt  mass  on  the  Satunlay  eve. 
One  of  these  I  attended.  The  prohiWtion 
against  fitting  makes  all  Qreek.  services  very 


158  LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.      [LitTTttM. 

exhausting,  and  many  a  sincere  lieliever  in  the 
f^era,  as  they  particularly  denominate  their 
faith,  shifted  wearily  from  one  foot  to  the  otfa«3- 
between  the  many  and  fatiguing  obeisances 
which  their  Liturgy  requires.  All  the  family 
stood  ou  a  carpet  before  the  screen  which  con- 
ceals tlie  Holy  of  Holies,  and  behind  ihcm  tlie 
household  servants  came  and  went,  each  ad- 
dressing himself  to  a  particular  picture;  and, 
since  the  number  is  tlieir  object,  performiDg 
their  genuflexions  in  double  quick  time. 
Amongst  them  I  recognised  my  handmaiden 
hard  at  work,  crossing  and  bowing ;  while,  over- 
looking the  difference  of  creed  in  their  love  of 
devotion,  a  few  mild  .  Estonian  countenances 
peeped  from  the  background.  But  "Je  review 
d  tnes  premiers  amours  " — beside  me  stood  a 
figure,  which  once  seen,  my  eye  wandered  to 
no  other  child  of  clay,  or  graven  image  around. 
It  was  Annette — more  lovely  than  ever — her 
faultless  face  emerging  from  a  bower  of  golden 
curls — her  velvet  and  furs  wrapjwd  around  her, 
betraying  rather  than  concealing  her  exquisite 
symmetry ;    now   folding    her    slender    form 
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down,  like  a  fair  flower  surcharged  witli  dew, 
till  her  waxen  forehead  touched  the  fluur,  now 
slowly  rearing  herself  to  her  full  lieight,  and 
gaining  new  grace  from  tlie  attitude  of  devo- 
tion. Oh !  Annette,  such  an  apparition  as 
thou  would,  I  fear,  have  disturhed  my  medita- 
tions in  any  place  of  worship.  Whoever  wins 
thia  bright  being  will  own  the  fairest  person, 
the  sweetest  voice,  the  blithest  step  and  most 
cheerful  mind  that  ever  blessed  mortal ;  aud 
yet  "a  creature  not  too  fair,  or  good,  for 
human  nature's  daily  fooil."  Happiness  is  her 
atmosphere — the  element  in  which  shu  ezistti 
— anxiety  seems  as  little  intended  for  that  gay 
temperament,  as  sentiment  fur  that  frunny  faee; 
and  I  doubt  whether  either  would  impi-ove 
with  the  addition. 

Never  was  poor  mortal  so  taxed  with  an 
"  emiarrtw  de  richesaes  pUtortsi/ue»"  as  my- 
self. In-door  Ijeautie:*  and  out-door  beauties 
assailed  nie  at  once,  and  no  sooner  had  I  fixed 
the  one  than  my  eyes  played  truant  to  the 
other.  Ilefore  the  sketcli  of  some  luxuriant 
landscape  was  half  G(»apleted  I  found  myself 
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sigliing  with  longing  glances  at  the  group 
fair  recumbents  who  had  cast  tliemsdvea 
around  me ;  with  rich  flowing  and  rustling 
garbs  like  a  picture  of  Watteau,  and  minda, 
I  fear  me,  no  less  in  the  spirit  of  his  times. 
One  lovely  evening  I  shall  never  forget.  I  set 
on  one  of  the  hanging  spider-web  bridges 
which  a  breeze  could  swing,  and  which  a 
child's  foot  agitated  too  much  for  niy  pencil; 
all  supernumerary  gazers  were  therefore 
banished,  and  only  Count  C.  remained  half 
lying,  half  sitting  on  the  one  hand,  and  Prin- 
cess V.  on  the  other  —  he  with  all  tho  cod- 
Bdence  of  a  man  long  taught  in  the  world* 
she  with  the  double  timidity  of  one  who  maX' 
ried  from  the  school-room :  so  much  so  that 
had  the  whole  varied  little  community  been 
sifted  through,  two  greater  antipodes  in  cha- 
racter, botli  to  be  worthy  and  both  to  be  wise, 
could  hardly  have  been  selected.  For  some 
time  the  convei-sation  was  not  such  as  to  torn 
my  attention  from  tlie  various  angles  of  the 
chateau — the  precise  number  of  arched  win- 
dows, and  the  alternate  stripes  of  sunshine  and 
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shade  oil  wood  and  bank  wLicli  were  gradually 
being  transmitted  to  my  paper  ;  when  at  length 
the  discourse  fell  on  coquetry  ;  and  to  say  the 
loiftt,  tlie  woman  must  be  deeply  engrossed  in 
the  act  itself  who  does  liut  Wud  an  ear  to  its 
discussion.  I  found  mattera  running  high. 
The  Count,  who,  with  his  practised  and  poli^ied 
tongue,  aud  native  wit,  prides  himself  on  sus- 
taiiiiog  a  bad  cause  better  than  most  a  good 
one,  was  in  full  strain  of  eloquence  extolling 
the  praises  of  coquetry,  aijd  lording  it  unmerci- 
fully over  the  little  vestal-faced  and  %'est«l- 
miuded  Altesne,  whose  ^traightlorward  argu- 
ments were  twisted  to  )ii&  advantage  as  soon  as 
uttered.  lu  vain  did  slic  search  her  memory 
and  all  the  hit  ranks  of  her  native  capital  for 
8omc  instance  of  female  attractiveness  witliout 
tliii)  alloy,  and  in  truth  l^etersburg,  as  I  have 
since  known  it,  was  not  the  most  promising 
covert  for  such  a  chase  ;  till  at  lengib,  in 
despair  of  a  better,  ehe  exclaimed,  "  Par  ttx' 
emp/e,  mot.Je  tie  miit  p<t»  coquette  !"  "  f^owi, 
Princraae!  ntm.rou*  ties  cbarmante,"  said  the 
courtier;  "main  vous  i-tet  imp  fruidt pour  6tre 
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coquette."  "  Pardonnex,"  rejoined  the  Prin- 
cess, roused  from  her  natural  languor,  and  with 
a  look  which  belied  either  his  or  her  own  asser- 
tion, "  la  vraie  coquette  eat  la  plus  froide  crea- 
ture au  monde."  The  Count  was  fairly  beaten, 
and  laid  his  arms  laughing  don'n,  l>ut  capita- 
lated  on  second  thoughts  with  the  stiptilation 
that  only  "  une  michante  coquetifrie"  was 
reprehensible  in  either  sex.  In  trifles  such  as 
this  did  these  summer  days  of  relaxation  pass 
over ;  hut  trifles  are  the  straws  thrown  on  the 
current  of  human  character,  and  fine  lines  are 
as  sure  to  read  by  as  coarse. 

One  night  (for  now  the  period  was  turned 
which  led  us  slowly  and  relentlessly  to  winter's 
darkness)  we  were  suddenly  called  out  to  wit- 
ness the  wild  work  of  salmon  Bsbing.  It  was 
a  cloudy,  moonless  night;  and  issuing  on  the 
terrace,  the  dark  valley  before  us  looked  for  a 
moment  like  the  starry  firmament  reversed  on 
earth — every  bridge,  every  path,  every  conspi- 
cuous object  was  studded  with  minute  lampg, 
spangling  the  landscape  without  illuminating 
it.     The  summons,  which  was  to  the  fuithest 
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bridge,  just  where  the  river  stealthily  seeks  the 
sea,  full  two  wersts  off,  called  some  from  the 
piano,  others  from  the  card-table,  and  all  un- 
expectedly. All  was  now  confusion.  Man- 
tillas and  kasavoikas  were  snatched  from  the 
colossal  marble  vase,  where  each  Hung  her 
wrapper  on  entering  the  house,  and  the  old 
ladies  tied  snug  bonnets  close  nndcr  their  chins 
to  keep  out  the  night  air,  and  young  ladies 
disposed  light  handkerchiefs  or  velvet  hoods 
round  their  blooming  faces,  with  not  nearly  so 
much  caution,  but  incomparably  more  effect 
In  their  hurry  all  the  garden  hats  were  missing. 
Now  began  a  most  disorderly  march  through 
the  orange-scented  and  Iam])-friDged  paths; 
light  enough  to  guide  by,  and  yet  dark  enough 
to  mistake  by  ;  and  many  a  shoulder  was  tap- 
ped  and  hand  touched  by  those  who  thought 
they  saw  a  wife  or  aistiLT  in  their  muffled  neigh- 
bour— for  the  mistake  could  not  be  voluntarj' ! 
— while  some  very  respectable  bodies  plodded 
on  as  if  the  scene  had  been  the  high  road,  and 
the  time  high  noon-day,  and  here  a  straggler 
ran  forward  to  startle  the  passers  from  behind 
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some  dark  tree,  and  there  a  couple  lagged 
behind,  and  seemed  bent  on  anything  tut  the 
right  of  precedence.  Now,  at  a  momentary 
pauge  of  the  buzz  of  whispering  laughter,  a 
bold  voice  loudly  exclaimed,  "  Paint  de  coquet- 
terie,  Princcsse,"  who,  nestled  close  beneath 
her  husband's  cloak,  was  too  contused  at  the 
novel  charge  to  retort  with  better  reason  on 
her  dauntless  antagonist. 

Theu  at  a  dark  angle,  where  two  paths  fell 
together,  a  gi-oup  of  pretty  lady's  maids,  bent 
on  the  same  errand,  mingled  with  our  ranks 
before  we  had  recogaised  the  interlopers,  or 
they  their  error;  but  "  Honi  soit  qui  mal  y 
pense" — their  native  courtesy  articulated  itsdf 
in  a  few  melodious  Russian  phrases,  as  tliey 
meekly  drew  back,  and  all  was  good  hutnour. 
But  I  must  except  the  unfortunate  richard, 
who  found  the  walk  too  much,  or  the  excite- 
ment too  little,  for  his  habits,  and  returned. 
"  Monsieur  x'omuie  partout  "  was  the  low  re- 
mark of  a  literary  gentleman  in  his  suite,  and  a 
sadder  moral  on  inordinate  wealth  cannot  be 
uttered.     I'll  be  bound  Ignatiisclika  is  happier. 
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The  scene  brightened  as  we  approached  the 
river — the  temples  were  illumiuateil — every 
tree  wore  a  torch,  and  upon  the  river  plied 
several  boats  with  blazing  firebrands  for  masts, 
while  uncouth  figures  with  brandislied  har- 
poons stood  leaning  intent  over  the  fire-lit 
streaks  and  ripples  of  the  otherwise  black 
stream.  These  Neptunes  were  only  meek 
Estonians,  lighted  and  shaded  into  an  aspect 
of  ferocity,  with  their  wild  locks  blown  al>out 
with  tlie  wind,  like  the  flames  of  the  beacon 
above  them,  and  throwing,  as  they  passed  to 
and  fro  in  the  boat,  their  huge  shadows  on  the 
neighbouring  banks,  like  sbapelesei  jihantoms 
hovering  over  the  scene.  We  stood,  a  motley 
group,  on  a  little  wooilen  bridge  which  reaches 
zigzag  from  one  huge  rock  to  anotlier  over 
the  strcum.  Nine  fish  were  soon  caught,  and 
held  aloft  on  their  spikes ;  but  nobody  cared  for 
the  cruel  sport,  though  none  regretted  the 
pleasant  exjiedition.  Returning  home,  the 
little  hmips  began  to  siuk  in  their  sockets  and 
wish  ,ua  good  night;    and   some  cynic, — ^not 
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Count  C, — exclaimed  "  he  jeu  ne  vaut  poM  la 
ehandelle^^  but  nobody  echoed  him. 

That  same  night  a  heavy  thundeistoite 
cleared  the  air,  and  extinguished  every  ling»- 
ing  lamp ;  and  the  next  morning  the  cascade 
presented  itself  before  us  in  swollen  magnifi- 
cence and  weightier  peals — huge  stones  Aat 
the  day  before  had  emerged  bare  from  the 
stream  were  now  covered,  and  the  zigzag 
bridge  swept  over  by  the  torrent.  But  the  air 
was  cool  and  delicious,  and  the  waters  looked 
still  more  so ;  and — tell  it  not  in  Estonia — ^the 
pretty  Sophie,  forgetting  her  demureness,  with 
another  who  looked  no  less  wild  than  she 
really  was,  stripped  o£f  shoe  and  stocking,  and 
were  already  half  way  upon  the  frail  bridge, 
the  water  beating  high  against  their  white 
ankles,  when  a  large  party  of  us  emerged  in 
full  view.  Sophie  shook  her  tiny  fist  at  us  as 
the  rocks  echoed  to  our  applauses,  but  speed 
was  impossible  to  the  frightened  girls. — Nor  was 
the  passage  without  danger ;  their  footing  was 
slippery,  and  the  weight  of  water  as  much  as 
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Uiey  could  resist,  and,  slowly  labouring  forward, 
we  saw  them  set  foot  on  dry  land  with  great 
satisfaction.  Gossamer  pocket  handkerchiefs 
were  here  apparently  soon  wetted  through, 
and  a  peasant  girl,  barefooted  like  themselves, 
knelt  down,  and,  with  her  petticoat  of  many 
colours,  gently  wiped  oif  from  those  tender 
feet  the  fand  and  pebbles  which  her  own  did 
not  feel;  and  then  crossed  the  same  bridge 
herself,  with  the  addition  of  a  heavy  basket 
on  her  head,  without  exciting  any  one's  in- 
terest. 

And  now  let  me  revert  more  particularly  to 
one  of  the  fairest  omatnenta  both  in  mind  and 
person  which  our  party  possesses,  whose  never- 
clouded  name  is  such  favourite  property  with 
the  public  as  to  justify  me  in  naming  it — I 
mean  the  Countess  Rossi.  The  advantages 
whicli  her  peculiar  experience  and  knowledge 
of  society  have  aftbrded  her,  added  to  the  hap- 
piest naturel  tliat  ever  fell  to  human  portioD, 
render  her  exquisite  voice  and  talent,  both  etill 
iu  undiminished  perfection,  by  no  m<^ans  her 
chief    attraction    in    society.     Madame    Rossi 
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could  afford  to  lose  her  voice  to-morrpw^  %^d 
would  be  equally  sought.  True  tQ  hei:  Qft^cWy 
she  has  combined  all  the  Liebenstciirdjigife^ 
of  a  German  with  the  witchery  of  every,  .ptl^j^ 
land.  Madame  Rossi's  biogi'aphy  is  pnje^^,ijf 
great  interest  and  instruction,  and  it  is  tq^b^ 
hoped  will  one  day  appear  before  the.piibjlic; 
It  is  not  generally  known  that  she  was  eimobji^ 
by  the  King  of  Prussia,  under  the  title  ,jrf 
Mademoiselle  de  Lauustein ;  and,  since  absoliit^ 
will,  it  seems,  can  bestow  the  past  as  well  .as 
present  and  future,  with  seven  Ahnherm^  ^^ 
forefathers — "  or  eight,"  said  the  QountesSi 
laughing,  "  but  I  can't  quite  remember ;"  au^ 
though  never  disowning  the  popular  name*  f]jf 
Sonntag,  yet,  in  respect  for  the  donor,  hgy 
visiting  cards  when  she  appears  in  Prussi^  are 
always  printed  nee  de  Lauustein,  We  Vi!^Je^ 
greatly  privileged  in  the  enjoyment  of  her*ri6|| 
and  flexible  notes  in  our  private  circle^ j^iid 
under  her  auspices  an  amateur  concert  \fas 
now  proposed  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor, in 
Reval.  In  this  undertaking  Countess  Rossi 
and  Prince  V.,  of  whom,  if  I  have  not  spoken 
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■before,  it  is  because  I  value  him  too  highly  to 
mention  Iiim  trivially — were  the  representatives 
of  treble  ami  base,  beneath  whose  banners  a 
number  of  amateurs,  with  and  without  voices. 
Boon  ranged  themeelvcs.  Some  offered  for 
music's  sake,  and  others  for  fashion's  sake; 
and  parts  were  eagerly  demanded  by  the  elite 
among  the  bathing  guests  at  Reval,  as  well  as 
by  a  few  practised  singers  belonging  to  a 
musical  club  among  the  unadelivhe,  or  not 
nobh'.  who  unfortunately  are  the  only  class  in 
Estonia  who  keep  up  any  interest  in  such  pur- 
suits. These  formed  ail  excellent /wW  to  keep 
wavering  voices  aright,  for  most  of  the  fashion- 
ables thought  chorus-sniging  would  come  by 
inspiration,  and,  when  we  all  removed  to  Reval 
for  the  final  relioarsals,  were  as  innocent  of  their 
right  parts  as  if  they  had  never  seen  them. 
Madame  Rnssi,  however,  was  the  conscience 
as  well  as  the  organ  of  all  the  careless  trebles: 
— no  half- finished,  slurred-over  rehearsals  were 
pcmiilted.  She  stepped  with  courtesy  and 
sweet  temper  from  one  tuneless  group  to 
another,  bearing  the  right  note  aloft  till  all 
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clung  securely  to  it,  and  was  never  weary  of 
helping  and  hearing.  The  opening  choms 
was  "  die  Himmel  erzSklen  die  JEhre  Grottes,** 
or  the  well-known  "  Heavens  are  telling,"  from 
the  Creation ; — Henzelt,  the  celebrated  pianist, 
whom  accident  had  brought  to  Reval,  a  man 
of  exquisite  finger  and  most  interesting  exte- 
rior, conducting  the  whole  from  the  piano. 

But  these  ladies  were  worse  to  teach  than 
charity-girls.  Some  of  them  deemed  the  re- 
hearsals utterly  superfluous,  others  left  their 
parts  behind  them,  and  others  were  so  invete- 
rately  in  good  humour  that  it  was  difficult  to 
scold  them  for  being  as  much  out  of  tune.  Of 
one  pretty  creature  with  more  animation  in 
her  face  than  music  in  her  soul,  whose  voice  in 
the  Creation  wandered  to  forbidden  paths,  a 
Russian  humorist  observed,  ^'  EUe  chante  des 
chases  qui  tCont  jamais  existS^  mime  dans  la 
Creation  r 

Altogether  these  rehearsals  were  merrj' 
meetings,  and  when  our  own  bawling  was 
over  Madame  Rossi  went  through  her  songs  as 
scrupulously  as  the  rest.     I  shall  never  forget 


LnriBXX.]  COUNTESS  ROSSI.  171 

the  impression  she  excited  one  evening.  We 
were  all  united  in  the  grL-at  ball-room  at  the 
Governor's  custle  in  Revul,  which  was  partially 
illuminated  for  the  occasion,  and,  liaviug  wound 
up  our  last  uoisy  *'  Firmament,"  we  all  re- 
treated to  distant  parts  of  the  salle,  leaving 
the  Countess  to  rehearse  the  celebrated  Scena 
from  the  Frcischiitz  with  the  instrumental 
parts.  She  was  seated  in  the  midst,  and  com- 
pletely hidden  l)y  the  figures  and  desks  around 
her.  And  now  arose  a  strain  of  melodv  and 
expression  which  thrills  every  nerve  to  recall; 
— ihe  interest  and  pathos  creeping  gradually  on 
through  every  division  of  this  most  noble  and 
passionate  of  songs, — the  gloomy  light, — the 
invisible  songstress, — all  combining  to  increase 
the  effect,  till  t)ie  feeling  t>ecame  almost  too 
intense  to  bear.  And  then  the  horn  in  the  dis- 
tance, nnd  the  husky  voice  of  Buppreased  agony 
whilst  doubt  possessed  her  soul,  chilled  the 
blood  in  our  veins,  and  her  final  burst,  *'  Fr 
ist'a,  Er  tuVt"  was  one  of  agony  to  her  audi- 
ence. Tears,  real  tears,  ran  down  cheeks  both 
fair  and  rough,  who  knew  not  and  cared  not 
i2 
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that  they  were  there ;  and  not  until  tlie  excite- 
meiit  had  suhsided  did  I  feel  that  my  wriM 
had  been  clenched  in  so  convulsive  a  grasp  by 
my  neighbour  a»  to  retain  marks  long  after  the 
siren  had  ceased.  1  have  Iieard  SclmJder  and 
Malibran,  both  grand  and  true  in  this  com- 
position, but  neither  seafclied  the  depths  of  its 
passionate  tones,  and  with  it  the  hearts  of  the 
audience,  so  completely  as  the  matchleSB 
Madame  Rossi. 

On  the  evening  preceding  the  concert  a  pul^ 
lie  rehearsal  was  held  at  half  price*  which  gaTe 
the  finishing  stroke  to  the  choruses ;  and,  as  &r 
as  the  principals  were  concerned,  was  just  as 
attractive  as  the  concert  itself.  Suffice  it  to 
say  that  this  latter  went  ofl'  with  great  ^clfit, 
and  anybody  who  may  have  occasion  to  ex- 
amine the  Petersburg  Gazettes  of  the  time 
will  find  a  florid  account  of  its  success,  together 
with  the  names  of  all  the  noble  individuals 
concenied  therein.  It  realised  4500  roubles, 
which,  from  the  circumstance  of  the  crown's 
having  /or/rotten  to  pay  its  yearly  donatioii 
of  lOUU  roubles  to  the  chief  charitable  iustitu 
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tion,  and  there  being  a  little  ill-timed  delicacy 
in  high  quarters  as  to  the  policy  of  a  reminder, 
was  doubly  welcome. 

The  Countess  was  greatly  exhausted,  and 
languor  stole  on  all  the  party  as  we  returned 
to  Fell ;  whose  woods  and  streams  looked 
fresher  than  ever.  The  next  day  I  quitted  this 
paradise  of  mingled  sweets  and  returned  with 
onaltered  zest  to  my  quiet  home,  and  with  in- 
creased enjoyment  to  that  being  whose  smile 
of  beauty  and  whose  voice  of  love  had  that 
superiority  over  those  I  had  quitted,  tliat  my 
heart  could  never  find  words  to  describe  either 
tlie  Qsae  or  the  other. 
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LETTER  THE  TWENTY-FIRST. 

Autumn   Scenes — Separation  from  Estonia. 

The  beauties  of  autiimiiy  and  the  moral  of  its 
yellow  leaves,  are  seen  and  felt  in  all  countries. 
Nowhere,  however^  I  am  inclined  to  think,  can 
the  former  be  so  resplendent,  or  the  latter  so 
touching,  as  in  the  land  where  I  am  still  a 
sojourner.  In  our  temperate  isle  autumn  may 
be  contemplated  as  the  glorious  passing  away 
of  the  well-matured — the  radiant  death-bed  of 
the  ripe  in  years — while  here  the  brilliant 
colours  on  earth  and  sky  are  like  the  hectic 
cheek  and  kindling  eye  of  some  beautiful  being 
whose  too  hasty  development  has  been  but  the 
presage  of  a  premature  decay.  Thus  it  is  tliat 
the  vast  plains  and  woods  of  Estonia  are  now 
displajring  the  most  gorgeous  colours  of  their 
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palette,  ere  the  white  hrush  of  winter  sweep 
their  beauties  from  sight,  while  the  golden  and 
crimson  wreatlis  of  the  deciduous  trees,  peeping 
from  amongst  the  forests  of  sober  pines,  may 
be  compared  to  gay  lichens  sprinkling  their 
hues  over  a  cold  grey  rock,  or  to  a  transient 
amile  passing  over  tlie  habitual  brow  of  care. 

But  all  too  hasty  is  the  progress  of  this 
splendid  funeral  march — even  now  its  pomp  is 
hidden  by  gloomy  slanting  rains,  its  last  tones 
lost  in  tlie  howl  of  angry  blasts,  which,  as  if 
impatient  to  assume  their  empire,  are  rudely 
stripping  off  and  trampling  down  every  vestige 
of  summer's  short-lived  festival,  while  Nature, 
abom  of  her  wealth,  holds  out  here  and  there 
a  streamer  of  bright  colours,  like  a  bankrupt 
still  eager  to  flaunt  in  the  finery  of  better  days. 

This  season,  as  the  dismal  forerunner  of  that 
time  which  is  to  sever  me  from  Estonia  and  all 
itd  real  and  acquired  hoods  of  attachment,  is 
doubly  autumn  to  me.  Whatever  you  do  or 
see,  says  Dr.  Johnson,  coosciously  for  the  last 
time,  is  ever  accompanied  by  a  feeling  of  regret. 
How  just  thai  the  sorrow  of  one  who  has  found 
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a  secoud  home  iu  the  land  slie  now  must  quit! 
Cowards  die  a  thousand  deaths  ere  the  dreaded 
9troke  arrive,  and  affection,  which  can  nerve 
itself  for  every  trial  save  tliat  of  eei>ar^i<ai, 
suflera  a  thousand  partings  ere  the  final  wrench 
ensue.  But  where  is  the  remedy  ?  The  heart 
that  deepest  feels  will  also  keenest  anticipate. 
In  occasions  of  joy,  Uiis  «  toa  often  the  better 
part; — would  it  were  the^goat  wtf^j-tVjWB jjrf 
sorrow.  ,  ■ .  1^   ■■:  .  ;  ■       ...-.>  n-..i 

It  is  easy  abstractedly  to  re^on  upon  and 
even  to  make  light  of  the  privil^ea  of  mere 
local  vicinity — of  mere  temporary  union  —  as 
compared  with  the  ubiquity  of  afiecdoa* 
thoughts,  and  the  perpetuity  of  the  heart's 
fidelity.  It  is  easy  to  say  that  all  earthly  light 
must  have  its  shadow — that  the  race  is  not 
to  tlie  swift,  nor  the  battle  to  the  strong — that 
few  abide  with  those  with  whom  they  for  eTcr 
would  stay : — this  is  all  very  ea«y»  too  eaay^  to 
say.  But  wliat  do  such  arguments  avail  vrben 
you  awake  each  morning  wltli  an  undefiiKd 
sense  of  impending  evil — when  your  days  aj« 
spent  as  if  the  sword  of  Damocles  hung  sus- 
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pendcd  over  your  head,  and  when  each  separa- 
tion lor  night  tells  you  that  another  day  has 
jxissed  away  of  the  few  &till  left !  Where  is  all 
your  firmness  when  you  hear  the  music  of  a 
light  footstep,  or  feel  tlie  touch  of  the  gentle 
hand  wliich  rouses  you  at  once  from  your  reve- 
rie* of  forced  philosophy,  and  dissipates  all  its 
resolutions!  Or,  worst  of  all,  when  at  some 
rign  of  approaching  separation — at  some  allu- 
sion to  a  future  to  be  spent  apart — you  see  an 
eye,  heavy  laden,  turn  hastily  away,  as  if  to 
punish  itself  for  a  weakness  which  threatens 
to  overset  your  strength  !  No — such  feehngs 
as  these  admit  of  no  reasoning — the  conflict  is 
worse  than  the  surrender.  The  affections  in 
general  may  most  require  guidance,  but  there 
are  scasoDB  when  they  are  the  best  law  to 
themselves,  when  the  wisdom  of  the  world  is 
utter  foolishness  with  them. 

How  countless  are  the  numbers  and  various 
the  tongues  of  tliose  who  have  written  and 
tang  of  that  love,  evanescent  when  favoured. 
wretched  when  opposed,  which  binds  man 
Bud  woman  I    But  who  has  told  of  the  depths 
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of  that  feeling  which  leads  neither  to  eelfish- 
ne83  nor  to  shame,  which  is  neither  maintaineti 
by  art  nor  endangered  by  change — who  haa 
traced  the  course  of  that  sweet  fountain  of 
poetry  which  Qows  steadiest  on  through  banks 
of  the  deadUest  prose  —  the  affection  which 
unites  two  sisters ! — This  is  the  only  eartldy 
love  wiiich  has  cast  out  fear — which  takes 
nought  amiss — loses  no  momenta  in  misunder- 
standing— which  knowetli  no  jealousy  save  the 
jealousy  of  the  loved  one's  sufferings — wtiicli 
would  sacrifice  even  her  love  rather  than  she 
should  need  yours — which  has  all  the  tender- 
ness, the  delicacy,  the  sensitiveness  of  the  other 
passion — all  its  beauty  and  none  of  its  barbarity; 
which  is  always  in  the  honeymoon  of  love's 
kindness,  witliout  the  vulgarity  of  love's  satiety; 
which  compensates  where  it  cannot  defend, 
sympathises  where  it  cannot  help —     •      •      • 

But  let  this  subject  pass :  ii  is  one  too  sacred 
for  exhibition,  too  delicfite  fur  analysis; — those 
who  know  its  blessings  will  also  understand  its 
penalties. 

Nor  is  this  all :  the  traveller  who  venturer 
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to  bide  that  time  when  the  force  of  old  habits 
and  associatiou?  can  no  longer  impede  the  en- 
trance of  new  preferences  must  prepare  for 
many  regreta ;  for,  ere  we  suspect  the  deed, 
tiie  heart  iB  found  to  have  thrown  out  number- 
less slender  fibres  into  the  new  soil  around,  all 
painful  to  divide.  Wlien  I  first  entered  Es- 
tonia, it  was  with  the  laudable  resolve,  easier 
made  than  kept,  of  investing  no  feeling,  of 
forming  no  friendship  in  the  foreign  world 
here  opened  to  me,  but  of  rigidly  restricting 
all  present  happiness  and  future  regret  to  that 
one  being  wliom  I  knew  -would  furnisli  both  in 
overflowing  measure.  But  what  knows  the 
heart  about  systems  of  policy  !  Had  the  social 
atmosphere  been  rude,  or  the  social  elements 
repelling,  it  would  have  cost  the  traveller  no 
effort  to  wrap  her  mantle  of  reaerve  close  about 
her;  but  when  the  sun  of  kindness  shone 
ceasolcsi  forth, — when  everj-  avenue  to  sus- 
ceptibility was  be8ie^;ed  with  gentle  courtesies 
and  gratuitous  ]iu8]>italities — what  remained 
but  to  tlirow  it  off  and  surrender  a  willing 
prisoner  ? 
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M'^ere  I  to  enumerate  all  those  who  not  only 
met  but  sougrlit  that  stranger  who  caroe  coldly 
determined  not  to  love,  but  was  not  proof  to 
being  loved,  with  a  kindness  as  much  above 
her  deserts  as  Iwyond  her  powers  of  requital,  it 
would  fill  a  letter  more  interesting  to  her  tbas 
any  that  has  gone  before.  Suffice  it  to  say 
that  those  who  were  rich  in  this  world's  gifts 
have  treated  the  traveller  with  a  simple  and 
sincere  heartiness,  without  which  all  the  luxury 
of  their  princely  residences  would  have  at- 
tracted no  feeling  save  thnt  of  curiosity ;  while 
those  who  were  out  of  suits  with  Fortune  hare 
welcomed  her  to  humble  homes,  where  the 
utmost  refinement  of  mind  and  polioh  of  ac- 
quirement have  furnished  a  charm  money  coald 
not  have  bought. 

It  is  with  a  heavy  heart  that  i  prepare  to 
bid  farewell  to  Estonia.  Its  past  historv  is  now 
familiar  to  those  who  may  scan  these  letters, 
and  its  future  destinies  must  be  interesting 
speculation  to  those  who  would  desire  to  'see 
80  many  fine  elements  improved  to  their  nt* 
most.    Tlie  tendencies  of  this  province  app  all 
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markedly  GenBan.  To  compel  the  substitu- 
tion of  Russian  would  be  to  compel  it  to  retro- 
grade. It  cannot  rebel.  All  violation,  there- 
fore, of  those  terms  by  vfliicli  Russia  originally 
made  the  acquisition  of  these  provinces — all 
interruption  of  that  iDdependence  of  adminis- 
tration and  lilierty  of  action  which  were  the 
conditions  of  their  surrender,  merely  because 
they  are  unable  to  enforce  them- — ^would  be  as 
unfair  as  unwise. 

From  the  stability  of  this  vast  empire  the 
Baltic  provinces  derive  protection  and  peace ; 
but  in  their  turn  they  hold  out  a  model  of  sim- 
plicity and  integrity  in  the  administration  of 
juBtioe,  which,  in  Russia,  cannot  be  termed 
obsolete,  but  rather  unknown.  At  the  .same 
time  there  is  ample  space  for  the  exercise  of 
obedience  and  the  pride  of  independence; — 
ample  meana  for  giving  Ctesar  the  things  that 
are  Cssar's,  without  defrauding  or  selling  their 
own  nationality. 

Fairly  considered,  the  position  of  the  Esto- 
nian noble  is  one  of  tlie  happiest  that  man  can 
desire.     He  enjoys  the  privileges  of  rank  and 
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importance  without  its  fatigues — the  blessings 
of  independence  without  its  responsibilities. 
His  sphere  of  usefulness  is  wide — his  means  of 
existence  easy.  It  rests  only  with  himself  to 
unite  the  refinements  of  education  with  the 
healthiness  of  a  country  gentleman's  life.  He 
has  it  infinitely  more  in  his  power  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  little,  fertile,  favoured  pro- 
vince, than  the  Russian  government  has  at 
present  inclination  to  thwart  it. 

It  is  impossible  to  guarantee  the  main- 
tenance of  a  nation's  or  of  a  province's  pros- 
perity where  there  is  no  constitutional  pledge 
for  safety ;  but,  as  things  now  stand,  there  is 
less  to  be  feared  in  Estonia  from  the  caprices 
of  the  crown  than  from  the  influence  of  indi- 
viduals, who  do  not  scruple  to  wrong  their 
countrymen  in  the  futile  attempt  to  propitiate 
power. 
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'T 

LETTER  THE  TWENTY- SECOND. 

Ruuia  conBidered  ta  a  itudy — New- Year's  Eve — Peculiar 
fumily  tlemunstrutiona— Bridge  of  KiMes — Routine  of  a 
Petertburg  life — Oriental  regiments,  and  Orientn)  phy- 
nogatmy — F6te  at  the  Wiiiler  Palace — Scene  fruni  tlie 
gallery  of  the  Satle  Bin iicbe— Court  ciistunie — Display 
of  diunood* — Maaked  bull  at  the  theatre — 'The  Emperor 
—The  Heritier— The  Grand  Duke  Michael— Masked 
ball  at  llie  Salle  de  Noblesae — Uwa  and  aliuses  uf  masked 
balla  in  Ruuia. 

f^lfiibufg.  January, 

Thj8  change  of  place  Las  brought  with  it  such 
a  cotTe^poudiug  chauge  uf  outuurd  hfu,  that  to 
contiuue  these  letters  iu  the  same  uubruken 
form  would  he  impracticable.  Although  ttviug 
ID  the  centre  uf  Rusaiau  society,  and  exposed  at 
every  pore  to  its  influences,  yet  my  impressious 
of  those  characteristics  which  distinguish  it 
from  other  countries  can  be  gleaued  only  in  ir- 
regular succession,  and  id  sucli  only  rendered 
again.  Of  all  the  state«  in  the  world,  Russia 
is  at  this  time  mo9t  particularly  tltat  which 
requires  tlic  application  of  principles  grounded 


184  LBTniRS  PROM  THK  BAtTIC.  [iJctna  XSl. 

equally  on  the  studious  knowledge  of  the  past 
and  a  lucid  judgment  of  the  future,  to  render 
tliat  wlioleue&s  and  impartiality  of  opinion  'which 
may  be  comprchensibje  to  others  and  jast  to 
her.  Those  who  would  tJairly  judge  RnasiB 
must  first  strip  themselves  of  thoae  habits  of 
thought  which,  whatever  tlieir  seeming,  are 
only  coincident  with  the  age  to  which  th^ 
have  tlie  accident  to  belong,  and  go  back  to 
those  raw  but  stable  elements  which  are  the 
sole  groundwork  for  a  nation's  prosperity,  and 
which,  in  the  present  turmoil  of  hasty  and 
changing  opinions,  hare  little  chance  of  being 
comprehended  and  appreciated  eavt;  by  some 
old-fashioned  representative  of  an  otd-fa^ioned 
country,  who  considers  tlie  a  b  c  of  loyalty  and 
obedience  the  sole  basis  of  any  safe  kaowladge 
and  of  any  solid  civilization. 

Tbe  two  si>ecies  of  ^vriters  who  have  hitherto 
made  Russia  tlic  subject  of  their  pen>i  are  either 
the  mere  tourist,  who  sees  and  judges  as  tiit 
passing  traveller — or  those  whom  public  office 
or  private  connection  has  thrown  into  the 
highest  circles   of  tlie   capital,  and   are  tfaos 
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placed  where  they  may,  it  is  true,  aoalyse  the 
frotii,  but  are  far  from  reaching  the  substance 
of  the  nation.  No  one  has  hitlierto  attempted 
the  philtitiophy  of  this  country,  than  which  no 
subject  to  reflecting  and  generalising  minds  can 
be  more  interesting ;  while  those  disseilations 
on  its  political  aspect  which  have  appeared  in 
oar  periodicals  are  so  coloured  with  obvious 
partiality,  or  with  obvious  invective,  as  rather 
to  deter  the  reader  from  forming  any  distinct 
opinion  than  to  give  him  any  premises  whereon 
to  rest. 

Russia  has  only  two  ranks — the  highest  and 
the  lowest;  consequently  it  exhibits  all  those 
rudenesses  of  social  life  which  must  be  attendant 
on  these  two  extreme  positions  of  power  and 
dependence.  It  is  vain  llierefore  to  look  for 
those  <|ualities  which  equally  restrain  the  one 
and  protect  the  other,  and  which  atone  take  root 
in  that  half-way  class  called  forth  in  the  progrew 
of  nationsequally  for  the  interest  of  both.  For 
in  this  light  it  is  impossible  to  view  the  scanty 
and  broken-linked  portion  of  Russian  society 
which  s  sanguine  and  too  hasty  policy  baa 
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forced,  not  nourished,  into  existence,  and  nvliich 
at  present  rather  acts  as  the  depression  and  not 
the  foundation  of  that  most  important  body 
denominated  the  middle  ranks  of  a  nation.  To 
study  the  real  destinies  of  Russia  the  philosopher 
of  mankind  must  descend  to  a  class  still  in  bond- 
age, and  not  yet  ripe  for  freedom,  but  where  the 
elements  of  pohtical  stability  and  commercial 
energy  are  already  glaringly  apparent. 

As  I  may  include  myself  among  the  second 
class  of  Russian  travellers  above  mentioned, 
it  is  needless  to  state  that  it  is  as  little  in  my 
power  as  in  my  inclination  to  enter  upon  sub- 
jects requiring  equally  difference  of  position 
and  superiority  of  capacity,  or  rather  no  further 
than  as  they  may  be  indirectly  connected  with 
the  habits  of  the  highest  circles;  if  indeed  ao 
fragile  a  key  may  in  any  way  be  applied  lo  the 
ponderous  internal  machinery  of  u  state  lik« 


1  entered  Petersburg  at  a  season  particularly 
enlivened  by  festivities — viz.  at  the  end  of  De- 
cember, old  style ;  and  my  Brst  introduction 
into  domestic  scenes  may  be  said  lo  have  com- 
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menced  with  the  eve  of  New-year's  Day.  On 
this  occasloa  every  member  near  and  remote  of 
a  large  family  connection,  to  the  number  of  at 
least  forty,  assembled  in  the  magnificent  apart- 
ments of  Count  's  hotel.     The  evening 

passed  away  moat  cheerfully,  and  towards  mid- 
night we  all  paired  off  to  supper.  Here  every 
delicacy  was  spread,  and  champagne  poured 
out  freely ;  but  as  the  hour  which  dibmissed  the 
old  and  installed  the  now  year  reeounded  from 
the  great  clock  on  tlie  ataircase,  every  one  rose, 
glit^  in  hand,  and  now  communctHl  a  scene  in 
which  old  and  young — old  men  and  cliildreu, 
young  men  and  m;udcna — all  took  a  ishare, 
and  which,  however  roatWr-of-fact  to  relate,  was 
highly  amusing  to  witue».  In  plain  language, 
then,  everybody  jtresent  kissed  everybody 
present — one  unrelated  head,  I  beg  to  observe, 
excepted.  Thi»  ceremony  occupied  some  time, 
since,  according  tu  vulgar  calculation,  not  les8 
than  sixteen  hundred  ki&ses  were  on  this  occa- 
sion exchanged. —  Not  hasty,  piano,  shamelnced 
commissions,  but  fearlofw,  powerful,  resounding 
salutations  which  left  uo  question  of  the  fact — 
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more  noisv,  however,  than  mischievous,  mor^ 
loud  than  deep — in  many  cases  the  checks  of 
the  parties  being  simultaneously  presented,  and 
the  kiss  lost  on  the  desert  air.  It  wa»  vfery 
amusing  to  see  the  crowd  as  they  circulated 
together — the  silence  only  broken  by  the  jing- 
ling of  glasses  and  the  very  audible  natnre  <rf 
their  occupation.  After  which  evaporation  iJf 
family  atFection  the  whole  party  resumed  tfaeJi*  ' 
seats  and  continued  their  meal.  ■    >  ■ 

This  is  the  national  salute — in  univer^ 
vogue  from  remote  antiquity — rather  a  greetiog- 
than  a  caress— derived  equally  from  religiouft 
feehngand  from  oriental  custom.  Fathers  and' 
sons  kiss — old  generals  with  rusty  moustachioa: 
kiss — whole  regiments  kiss.  The  Emperor 
kisses  his  officers.  On  a  reviewing  day  there 
are  almost  as  many  kisses  as  shots  exchanged.^ 
If  a  Lilliputian  corps  de  cadets  have  earned  tlM'' 
Imperial  ajiproval,  the  Imperial  salute  is'  I 
bestowed  upon  the  head  boy,  who  pai 
it  on  with  a  hearty  report  to  his  neighbour,  he^ 
in  his  turn  to  the  next,  and  so  on,  tilt  it  faaa'^ 
been  diluted  through  the  whole  juvenile  budy.. 
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If  the  Emperor  reprimand  an  officer  unjustly, 
the  si^  of  restoration  to  favour  as  well  as  the 
best  atoucaient  is — a  kiss.  Oiie  of  the  bridges 
in  Petersburg  is  to  this  day  cidled  the  Potxabti 
Most,  or  Bridge  of  Kisses  [not  of  Sighs],  in 
coDuncmoration  of  Peter  the  Great,  who,  hav- 
ing in  a  fit  of  passion  unjustly  degraded  an 
oflScer  in  face  of  his  whole  regiment,  kissed 
the  poor  man  in  tlie  same  open  way  upon  the 
next  public  occasion  on  tbis  very  bridge. 

On  a  holiday  or  jour  de/ete  the  young  and 
delicate  miati-ess  of  a  house  will  not  only  kiss 
all  her  maidservants  but  all  her  raeusorvants 
too,  and.  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  if  the 
gentleman  venture  not  above  her  baud  slie  will 
stoop  and  kies  his  cheek.  As  for  the  Russian 
father  of  a  family,  his  affection  knows  no 
bonndB ;  if  he  leave  his  cabinet  daffaire*  ten 
times  in  tlie  course  of  the  morning  and  enter  hia 
lady's  saloon  above,  he  kisses  all  his  family 
when  he  enters,  and  again  when  he  leaves  the 
room  :  sometimes  indeed  fa  incchauically,  that, 
fo^ctting  whether  he  has  done  it  or  not,  he 
goes  a  second  round  to  make  all  sure.  To  judge 
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also  from  the  number  of  salutes,  the  matrimonial 
bond  in  these  high  circles  must  be  one  of  un- 
interrupted felicity -r— a  gentleman  scarcely 
enters  or  leaves  the  room  without  kissing  his 
wife  either  on  forehead,  cheek,  or  hand.  Re- 
marking upon  this  to  a  lofty-looking  creature 
who  received  these  connubial  demonstrations 
with  rather  a  suspicious  sang-froid,  she  replied, 
"  Oh !  fa  ne  veut  rien  dire — -pour  moi,  je 
voudrais  tout  autant  etre  battue  qdembra^fie 
— -par  habitude ! " 

The  Russians  have  from  long  practice  ac- 
quired such  a  facility  in  this  respect  that  a 
quick  succession  of  salutes  is  nearly  equal  in 
power  of  intonation  to  the  clapping  of  hands. 
It  must  be  very  fatiguing  !    But  now — 

**  As  tliP  surfeit  of  the  sweetest  things 
The  deepest  loathing  on  a  nature  brings'* — 

it  may  be  as  well  to  quit  this  subject. 

The  daily  routine  of  a  Russian  family  of  this 
rank  is  easily  complied  with.  Breakfast  no 
visitor  is  expected  to  join ;  the  family  usually 
assembling  for  this  meal  in  too  deep  a  n^glig6 
for  a  stranger  to  witness.     By  noon  the  lady 
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of  tlie  house  is  seated  at  lier  writing-table  or 
embroiderj'-franie.  Lunch  is  not  served,  but 
each  orders  a  Iiot  cutlet  as  he  may  feel 
incliQcd.  Then  visitors  throng  in,  or  the 
carriage  and  four  awaits  you,  fur  here  wheels 
are  deemed  the  most  becoming  conveyance  for 
age  and  dignity,  although  youth  and  beauty 
are  seen  gliding  through  the  noiseless  streets  in 
open  sledges.  This  mixture  of  vehicles,  how- 
ever, cuts  up  the  snow,  wliich  here,  from  the 
severity  of  the  frost  and  the  restless  traffic, 
lies  in  the  principal  street  in  ridg;es  of  fine 
crj'stals — like  sand  both  in  colour  and  quality 
— and  is  very  Iieavy  for  the  horses.  Dinner  is 
generally  at  four — at  least,  this  is  the  imperial 
hour;  and  as  the  Imperial  movements  are 
all  rapid,  and  no  one  is  expecteil  tn  stay  after 
dinner,  our  host  frequently  returns  from  dining 
with  his  Majesty  in  time  for  his  own  five  o'clock 
repast,  which  not  unseldom  he  pronounces  the 
better  of  the  two.  After  dinner  the  more 
intimate  friends  of  tiie  family  drop  uninvited 
in,  and  make  up  the  whist-table ;  and  then 
some  depart  for  the  tiieatrc,  or  later  for  balls, 
and  so  the  days  go  found. 
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But  to  return.  It  was  New-year's  Daj,  and, 
having  taken  my  solitary  breakfast,  I  was  seated 
at  my  occupations,  when  a  jingle  of  spurs  vne 

heard  at  my  door,  and  Prince  B entered 

the  room  to  apprise  me  that  detachmeDts 
from  the  Circassian,  Kirghise,  and  other  Ori- 
ental, regiments, />oM?"yefici(cr  the  Count,  were 
below  in  full  uuiforni.  Snatching  therefore  « 
mantilla  from  the  hands  of  Sascha,  whose  Renl 
ideas  were  rather  disturbed  by  the  intrusioD  of 
a  pair  of  epaulettes  in  my  sanctuary,  I  ha»ttlj 
followed  to  the  ante-room  of  the  Count's  cabinet^ 
and  stood  between  a  file  of  soldiers  drana  up 
in  opposite  lines.  They  were  armed  to  the 
teeth — swords,  pistols,  cutlasses,  hows  and 
arrows ;  tlieir  powder-charges  ranged  six  on 
each  breast ;  tlieir  uniform  red>  with  a  cagque 
of  chain  mail  fitting  close  round  the  face  and- 
descending  on  the  s-houldcra,  with  numeroui 
other  appendages  for  which  my  European  idesg 
discovered  ueitlier  use  nor  name;  tenniouting. 
with  red  Turkish  slippers  pointed  iipwanls— ii 
altogether  a  most  striking  and  martial  dress,     i, 

But  if  their  accoutrements  wore  fierce,  thehi* 
looks  corresponded.    Not  a  blue  nor  a  grey  eye 
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—not  a  Roft,  nor  a  calm,  nor  a  sleepy  look  was 
to  be  discerned,  but  a  row  of  burning  black 
lenses  flaslie<l  on  the  stranger  who  had  ventured 
witliin  the  range  of  their  focus.  We  errone- 
ously impute  the  beauty  of  languor  to  the 
Circaseian  physiognomy.  Here  there  was 
jw  smothered  fire,  no  veiled  beams, — every 
fcce  blazed  with  a  restless  glow.  The  features 
were  regular— the  complexions  dark;  but  this 
red-hot.  expression  defaced  all  beauty.  They 
wore  all  small  men — the  officers  taller  than  the 
privat**,  but  with  the  same  inflammable  cha- 
racter of  physiognomy.  These  latter  had  ac- 
quired the  French  language,  and  were  courte- 
ous and  graceful  in  manner. 

By  noon  of  the  same  day  I  was  summoned 
to  accompany  my  kind  hostess  and  her  beau- 
tiful daughter,  who  as  Dame  and  Demoiselle 
d'honnenr  atti;nded  at  the  celebration  of  the 
New-year'B  f^te  at  the  Winter  Palace.  There 
was  no  military  spectacle,  the  weather  being 
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trance  was  tlironged  with  carnages  and  sledgta 
of  every  deacription,  and  guarded  by  troop* 
of  soldiers.  We  entered  this  superb  palace,  , 
30  late  a  mere  burat-out  crust,  and,  leaving 
my  two  gorgeously  attired  companions  to 
pursue  their  way  to  the  Imperial  presence,  i 
was  conducted  by  Prince  V.,  in  his  glittering 
chamberlain's  dress,  upstairs  and  through  cor- 
ridors, all  smelling  of  recent  building  and 
fresh  paint,  and  placed  by  him  in  an  advan- 
tageous position  iu  the  gallery  above  the  Saile 
Blanche — the  most  magnificeut  apartment  in 
this  most  magnificent  of  'palaces,  and  »o  called 
from  its  decorations  being  all  in  pure  white 
relieved  only  with  gilding.  Eighty  feet  below 
me  in  miniature  size  was  a  splendid  pagvanU 
Hanged  along  the  walls  stood  a  triple  row  of 
motionless  soldiery;  on  one  side,  in  gniceiul'  i 
contrast  with  their  stiff  lines,  was  congre- 
gated a  fair  bevy  of  female  figures,  with  swoep- 
ing  trains  and  gleaming  jewels;  while  ^lim 
figures  of  court  chamberlains,  with  brtawt  and 
back  laden  witli  the  richest  gold  embroidery, 
with  white  pantaloons  and  silk  stockings,  bur-  I 
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ried  across  the  scene  —  or  stopped  to  pay  ho- 
mage to  the  ladies — or  loitered  to  converse  with 
the  groujis  of  officers  in  ever}'  variety  of  uni- 
form, with  stars,  orders,  and  cordons  glittering 
about  them,  who  sauntered  in  the  centre. 
Conspicuous  among  these  latter  was  the  person 
of  the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  lirother  to  the 
Emperor — a  magnificent  figure,  with  immense 
length  of  limb  and  a  peculiar  curve  of  outline 
which  renders  him  recognisable  at  any  dis- 
tance, among  hundreds  in  the  same  UDtform, 
and  who  was  seen  pacing  slowly  backwards 
and  forwards  on  the  marble-like  parquete, 
and  bending  fierce  looks  on  the  soldiery. 

Nor  was  the  scene  afjove  without  its  at- 
tractions and  peculiarities,  for  many  distin- 
guished-looking individuals  were  leaning  over 
the  same  railings  with  myself — among  them 
an  Ingrelian  princess — a  middle-nged  woman 
of  nncomraon  beauty,  with  commanding  fea- 
tures and  long  languishing  eyes,  and  a  pecu- 
liar high  head-dress,  flowing  veil,  and  a  pro- 
fusion of  jewels.  And  at  the  upper  end.  apart 
6rom  all,  sat  in  a  solitary  chair  the  Grand 
fc2 
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Duchess  Olga,  second  daughter  of  the  Eai^ 
peror,  a  most  beautiful  girl  of  sixteen,  juSt 
restored  from  a  dangerous  fever,  the  traces  of 
which  were  visible  in  the  exquisite  delicscy 
of  her  complexion,  and  in  the  light  girl-Kke 
cap  worn  to  hide  the  absence  of  those  tresses 
which  had  been  sacrificed  to  her  illness.  She  waa 
attended  by  her  preceptress,  Madame  Baranoff. 

But  now  the  drums  beat,  the  trumpets 
sounded,  and  every  eye  turned  below.  A  cor- 
tege was  seen  advancing  through  the  open 
entrance,  and  the  Commandant  Sakachefkkj, 
rearing  his  full  leugth  and  corpulent  person, 
put  himself  with  drawn  sword  at  their  head. 
A  line  of  military  passed ;  tlien  a  body  of 
chamberlains, — when  the  baud  broke  into  the 
soul-9tirring national  hjmu " lioje Zara vhranr 
— tlie  troops  presented  arms,  and  a  noble  figare 
was  seen  advancing. 

Tliis  was  tlie  Emperor — the  plainest  dressed, 
but  tiie  must  magnificent  figure  present,  want- 
ing no  outward  token  to  declare  the  majesty 
of  his  presence,  lie  passed  slowly  on,  accom- 
modating his  manly  movements  to  the  &<irt 
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feeble  steps  of  the  Empress,  who,  ariayed  in  a 
blaze  of  jewels,  dragged  a  heavy  train  of  orange- 
coloured  velvet  after  her,  and  seemed  hardly 
able  to  support  her  own  weight.  To  the  Im- 
perial pair  succeeded  the  Naslednik,  or  Heri- 
tier,%\\e  slender  prototype  of  his  father's  grand 
proportions, — with  the  Grand  Duke  Michael, 
and  the  youngest  son  of  the  Imperial  house. 
Portly  ladies  and  graceful  maids  of  honour, 
with  grey-haired  generals,  were  seen  in  glis- 
tening train  behind.  But  the  eye  followed 
that  commanding  figure  and  lofty  brow,  tow- 
ering above  every  other,  till  it  vanished  be- 
neath tlic  ])or(als  leading  to  the  chapel.  And 
now  ensued  all  the  disorderly  rear  of  a  pro- 
cession— tardy  maids  of  honour  and  flirting 
officers,  who  came  helter-skelter  along,  talk- 
ing and  laughing  with"  a  freedom  proportioned 
to  their  distance  from  the  Imperial  pair — till 
the  doors  closed  on  them  also,  and    the  im- 

.movable  military  were  left  lo  thank  the  gods 
that  tlie  Grand    Duke'a  eyes  were  otlierwise 

_  employed. 

J  And  now  my  kind  chamberlain  again  ap- 
red ;  and,  in  order  to  avoid  an  apartmciit 
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where  the  Grand  Duchesses  were  stationed,  we 
made  the  circuit  of  the  palace,  up  stairs  and 
down  stairs — a  walk  which  occupied  more 
than  ten  minutes — and  returned  to  within  a 
short  distance  of  my  former  positjoo,  to  a  win- 
dow overlooking  the  chapel.  Here  stood  the 
whole  cortege  t!iickl:y  compressed  together — 
one  blaze  of  diamonds,  stars,  and  epaulettes — 
while  in  advance  of  the  rest  was  the  Im[>erial 
family ;  the  Empress,  on  account  of  her  ill 
health,  alone  seated ;  the  Emperor  on  her 
right,  motionless  as  a  statue;  the  Na»lednik 
on  her  left,  sbifiting  from  one  long  limb  to  the 
other — all  cro^^ing  themselves  and  bowing  at 
intervals.  The  service  lasted  two  hours,  Ta- 
ried  only  by  the  delicious  responses  of  the 
court  choristers.  It  was  performed  by  the 
metropolitan  and  two  other  dignitariee  of  high 
rank,  in  high  wizard  caps  and  goi^eous  mystic 
robes,  who  looked  like  the  priests  of  Isis,  or 
any  other  tlicatrical  representation  of  sacer- 
dotal dignity.  After  this  the  procession  re- 
turned aa  it  came. 

The  Empi"ess  detained  the  ladies  for  cho* 
colate  and  refreshments;  and  the  countess  and 
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fcer*'  daughter    returned   home    perfectly  ex- 
hausted with  the  duties  of  the  day. 

The  court  costume  ia  hoth  magnificent  and 
becoming.  It  has  been  introduced  in  the  pre- 
sent reign,  and  consists  of  a  white  satin  dress 
fastened  up  the  frout  with  gold  buttons,  and 
richly  embroidered  in  gold  with  a  graceful 
Grecian  pattern.  Over  this  is  a  velvet  robe, 
green  for  tlie  Dames  d'honneur,  crimson  for 
iiie  Demoiselles,  with  long  hanging  sleeves, 
and  descending  in  an  ample  train  worked  nil 
round  with  a  gorgeous  scroll  of  wheat-ears  in 
gold.  The  head-dress  agrees  in  shape  with 
tlie  common  national  costume — i>eiiig  what  if 
termed  a  pavomi/t,  a  fun-shaped  machine — 
orange  velvet  for  the  Dames  d'honneur,  and 
any  dark  colour  they  please  for  the  Demoi- 
selles,— closed  at  the  heck  of  the  head  for  the 
fonner,  and  open  for  the  latter,  with  a  long 
blond  veil  attached,  which  flows  half  way 
down  the  dress.  This  pnvotnik  ts  laden  with 
as  many  diamonds  as  it  can  carry  ;  and  as  the 
Empress's  recollections  of  toilette  are  exces- 
sively tenacious,  care  ia  taken  to  appear  every 
time  in  a  new  device,  and  to  vary  the  form  and 
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poaitton  of  tlie  diamonds,  which,  to  compaie 
things  vile  with  things  precious,  all  uobook 
for  this  pui-jmae  like  the  cut  crystals  of  a  chan- 
delier. The  neck  and  arms  are  also  adorned 
with  corresponding  brilliancy. 

The  display  of  diamonds  here  is  immense. 
Every  woman  of  r^uk  has  a  glass  case,  or  a 
succession  of  glass  cases,  likt-  those  on  a  jevr- 
eller's  counter,  where  her  jewels  are  spread 
out  on  purple  velvet,  under  lock  and  kej',  in 
her  own  bedroom;  and  as  it  is  here  that  she 
often  receives  her  morning  guests,  for  nothing 
is  seen  of  sleeping  or  dressing  apparatus  save 
the  su]ierb  mirrors  and  a  gorgeous  screen,  her 
wealth  of  brilliants  and  other  jewels  is  dis- 
played to  advantage.  Here  alsti,  in  the  jewel- 
case  of  the  higli-boni  matron,  lies  the  minia- 
ture of  tlie  Empress,  ornamented  with  briUinnts, 
the  insignia  of  the  Dame  d'hooneur.  Like- 
wise, with  those  who  are  so  faonotired,  the 
Order  of  St.  Catherine,  no  less  resplendent 
with  diamonds ;  while  in  the  young  ladies' 
display,  side  by  side  with  necklaces  and  brace- 
lets, may  generally  l)e  found  the  thiffre^  or 
initial  of  the  Empress,  an  A.  in  diamouds. 
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which  denotes  the  Demoiselle  d'honneur.  The 
number  of  these  latter  is  at  this  time  about  a 
hundred  and  fifty. 

On  the  6th  of  January,  O.S.,  the  fete  of  the 
three  kings,  this  court  ceremony  was  renewed, 
with  the  addition  of  a  procession  of  priests. 
After  which  the  Emperor  proceeded  to  bless  the 
waters  of  the  Neva,  which  are  supposed  to  be 
gifted  with  sujiematural  virtues;  on  which  oc- 
casion himself  and  everytwdy  present  is  bare- 
headed. The  severity  of  the  weather  and  the 
amount  of  the  crowd  forbade  any  attempt  to 
witness  this  national  ceremony. 

I  was  now  becoming  impatient  for  a  nearer 
view  of  that  awful  personage  wlium  all  united 
in  describing  as  "le  plits  hel  homme  tpi'on 
puiste  ti'imaginer*'  and  who,  whether  seen 
from  the  diminishing  heights  of  the  Salle 
Blanche, — or  dashing  along,  his  white  feather* 
streaming,  and  muffled  in  his  military'  cloak 
in  his  solitary  sledge  with  one  horse, — or 
striding  with  powerful  steps,  utterly  unat-., 
tended,  in  the  dusk  of  the  early  evening,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Nevski,  wore  a  halo  c>f 
k3 
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majesty  it  was  impossible  to  overlook.  An 
opportunity  for  a  closer  view  soon  presented 
itself. 

It  was  Sunday;  and,  alW  attending  mom- 
ii^  service  at  the  English  Ghureh-~the  more 
impressive  from  long  privation  of  ita  privileges, 
— ^I  was  driving,  twelve  hours  later,  viz.  at 
midnight,  with .  Princess  B.  and  Countess  L., 
to  a  very  different  resort — ^namely,  to  the  great 
theatre,  where,  after  the  dramatic  performances, 
masquerades  are  held  once  or  twice  a-week 
before  Lent.  These  are  frequented  by  a  mixed 
public,  the  Salle  de  Noblesse  being  reserved  for 
the  disguise  of  the  individuals  de  la  plus  haute 
voiie ;  these  latter  therefore  on  occasions  like 
this  take  a  box  on  a  level  with  the  floor  of  the 
theatre,  which  extends  on  these  nights  over 
the  whole  of  the  parterre,  and  thus  participate 
without  actually  mixing  in  the  scene. 

The  coup  d'oeil  on  entering  the  box  was 
very  striking.  A  multitude  of  several  hun- 
dreds was  gathered  together  in  &e  theatre's 
vast  oblong;  the  women  alone  masked,  and 
almost  without  exception  in  black  dress  and 
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domino;  the  men,  aud  those  chiefly  military, 
witli  covered  heads  and  no  token  of  the  occa- 
sion save  in  a  black  scarf,  as  sign  of  domino, 
upon  their  left  arm — their  white  plumes  and 
gay  uniforms  contrasting  vividly  with  the 
black'faccd  and  draped  figures  around  them ; 
all  circulating  Btealtliily  to  and  fro;  no  music, 
no  dancing,  no  ohject  apparent  hut  gesticu- 
lation, whisper,  mystery,  and  intrigue. 

Here  a  knot  of  witch-like  figures,  as  if  intent 
ou  mischief,  stood  muttering  in  low  tones  toge- 
ther. There  a  slight  mask  tripped  up  to  a  stately 
grave  general,  tapped  his  shoulder,  and,  passing 
her  arm  into  hit<,  bore  him  off  with  significant 
nods.  In  front  of  ns  a  couple  of  these  sibyls, 
with  bright  eyes  gleaming  through  their  gloomy 
masks,  attacked  a  young  officer  in  high,  sqneak- 
ing,  counterfeit  tones,  laughing  and  jeering, 
while  the  good  man  looked  bewildered  from 
the  one  to  the  other,  and  seemed  to  say. 
"  How  happy  could  I  be  with  either!"  And 
farther,  apart  from  the  throng,  sat  on  a  low 
»tep  a  solitary  mask,  who  shook  her  head  «>• 
lemnly  at  all  who  appronched,  as  if  awaiting' 
some  expected  prey ; — while,  half  timid,  half 
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co((uette,  a  light  figure  whispered  some  words  itt 
a  gentleman's  ear,  and  then,  retreating  before 
his  eager  pursuit,  phinged  into  the  crowd,  and 
was  lost  to  his  recognition  among  the  hundrsd* 
of  similar  disguises. 

Tlie  Heritier,  the  Grand  Duke  Mictiael,  the 
Duke  Ue  I^euch  ten  berg,  were  all  seen  passing 
in  turn — eacli  led  about  by  a  whispering  mask 
— "  Maia  WW  est  done  VEmpiTeur?"  "■  li  n'y 
eat  pas  encore"  was  the  answer;  but  scarce 
was  this  utt«red  when  a  towering  plume 
moved,  the  crowd  fell  back,  and  enfrauied  in 
a  vacant  space  stood  a  figure  to  wliich  there 
ie  no  second  in  Russia,  if  in  the  world  itself; 
— a  figure  of  the  grandest  beauty,  expression, 
dimeusion,  and  carriage,  uniting  all  the  mar 
jeaties  and  graces  of  all  the  Heathen  gods, — the 
little  god  of  love  alone  perhaps  excepted. — on 
its  ample  and  syrametricai  proportions.  Had 
this  nobility  of  person  belonged  to  a  oommun 
Mougik  instead  of  to  the  Autocrat  of  all  the  Rus- 
sias,  the  admiration  could  not  have  Unen  less, 
nor  scarcely  the  feeling  of  moral  awe.  It  voa 
not  the  monarch  who  was  so  magnificent  a 
man,  but  the  man  who  was  so  truly  impcn&L 
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He  Stood  awhile  silent  nud  haugiity,  as  if  dis- 
daining all  the  vanity  and  levity  around  him, 
when,  perceiving  my  two  distinguished  com- 
paniutis,  he  strode  grandly  towards  our  box, 
and,  just  lifting  his  plumes  with  a  lofty  bow, 
stooped  and  kissed  the  princess's  hand,  who 
in  return  imprinted  a  kiss  on  tlie  imperial 
cheek :  and  ^eti  leaning  against  the  pillar 
remained  in  conversation. 

The  person  of  the  Einperor  is  that  of  a  co- 
Joesal  man,  in  the  full  prime  of  life  and  health ; 
forty-two  years  of  age,  abuut  six  feet  two  inches 
high,  and  well  filled  out,  without  any  approach 
to  corpulency — the  head  mugnificeutly  car- 
ried, a  splendid  breadtli  of  shoulder  and  chest, 
great  length  and  symmetry  of  limb,  with 
finely  formed  hands  and  feet.  His  face  is 
strictly  Grecian — forehead  and  nose  in  one 
grand  line;  the  eyes  finely  lined,  large,  open 
and  blue,  with  a  calmness,  a  coldness,  a  freez- 
ing dignity,  which  can  equally  quell  an  insur- 
rection, daunt  an  assassin,  or  ptiralyse  a  peti- 
tioner; the  mouth  regular,  teeth  Cue,  chin 
promineot^  with  dark    moustache  and    ^mull 


206  LETTERS  FROM  THB  BALTia     [LstTKa  MXU. 

whisker  ;  but  not  a  sympathy  on  his  face  I 
His  mouth  eometimes  amiled,  hia  eyes  never 
There  was  that  io  his  look  which  no  mo- 
narch's subject  could  meet.  His  eye  seeks 
every  one's  gaze,  but  none  can  confront  his. 

After  a  few  mmutes  his  curiosity,  the  un- 
faiUag  attribute  of  a  crowned  bead,  dictated 
the  words,  "Kto  eta  ?" — **  Wlio  istliat  ?" — and 
being  satisfied — for  he  remarks  every  strange 
face  that  enters  his  capital — he  continued  alter- 
nately in  Russian  and  French  oommenting 
upon  the  scene. 

"  Personne  ne  m'intrigue  ce  soir"  he  said  : 
"je  ne  uma  pas  ce  que  j'ai  fait  pour  perdr* 
ma  reputation,  mait  on  ne  veut  pan  de  mat." 
As  he  stood  various  masks  approached,  but, 
cither  from  excess  of  embarrassment  or  from 
lack  of  wit,  after  rousing  the  lion,  found  no- 
thing ti)  say.  At  leugth  a  couple  approached 
and  stood  irresolute,  each  motioning  the  other 
to  speak.  "  Donnex-tnoi  la  main,"  said  a  low 
trembling  voict.'.  He  stretched  out  his  noble 
hand  :  "  et  voild  Cmttre  pnur  vous,"  extending 
the  other    tu  her  coni]>aniou ;    and  on    they 
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passed,  probably  never  to  foi^et  tlie  mighty 
hand  tliat  had  clasped  theirs.  Meanwhile  the 
Era]>eror  carefully  scanned  the  crowd,  and 
owned  hiineelf  in  search  of"  a  mask  who  had 
attacked  him  on  his  6ret  entrance.  "  Qttand 
jt!  Caurui  tnmvi,  je  voue  tamenerai ;"  and  so 
saying  he  left  us. 

I  watched  his  figure,  which,  as  if  surrounded 
with  an  invisible  barrier,  bore  a  vacant  space 
about  it  through  the  thickest  of  the  press.  In 
a  short  time  a  little  mask  stepped  boldly  up  to 
hira,  and,  reaeliing  upwards  to  her  utmost 
stretch,  bung  herself  fearlessly  upon  tJiat  arm 
which  wieldtt  the  destinies  of  the  seventh  part 
of  the  knowQ  world.  He  threw  a  look  to  our 
box,  as  if  to  say  "  I  have  found  her;"  and  off 
they  went  together.  In  five  minutes  they 
Ijsssed  again,  and  his  Majesty  made  some 
effort  to  draw  her  to  our  box,  but  the  little 
black  sylph  resisted,  pulUng  in  a  contrary 
direction  at  his  lofty  shoulder  with  all  her 
strength;  on  which  he  called  out,  ^^  Bile  ne 
veut  pat  ifue  je  m'approche  de  voua ;  elle  dit 
que  je  tuU  trop  maucaiiie  sociiU."     U|>on  the 
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second  round,  however,  he  succeeded  in  brh^ 
iug  his  rebellious  subject  nearer ;  when,  recog- 
nising his  manceuvre,  she  plucked  her  arm 
away,  gave  liim  a  smart  slap  on  the  wrist,  and, 
saying  "  J^a  fen,je  ne  veu.r  plu«  de  toi"  ran 
into  the  crowd.  The  Emperor,  they  assured 
me,  was  in  an  unusual  good  temper  this  eren- 
ing. — I  thinV  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  it. 

The  Hcritier  now  also  took  his  station  at 
our  pillar.  He  inherits  his  lather's  majestic 
person  and  somewhat  of  the  regularity  of  his 
face,  but  with  the  utter  absence  of  tlie  Emperor's 
unsvmpathising  grandeur.  On  the  contrary, 
the  son  has  a  face  of  much  sentiment  and 
feeling  ;  the  lips  full, — the  eyelids  pensire — 
more  of  kindness  than  of  character  in  his  ex- 
pression. 

To  him  succeeded  the  Grand  Duke  Michad,  ' 
wiping  the  heat  from    his  forehead.     A   fine,   ' 
bravo  style  of  face,  ^v^th  somewhat  ferocious 
moustaches, — a  terrestrial  likeness  of  the  Em- 
peror— earthly  passions  written   on   his  high 
brow,  but  none  of  Jove's  thunderbolts. 

After  this   the   Emperor's  arm   no  longer 
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remained  vacant,  being  occupied  by  a  succea-;,, 
sion  of  iRasks,  who  by  turns  amused,  flattered,,, 
or  enlightened  the  Imperial  ear.  In  tike  man- 
ner were  hia  Highness  the  Prince  Volkonski, 
Mittistre  de  la  Cour — Count  BcakendorfT,  Chef 
de  la  Gendarmerie,  de  la  Haute  Police,  et  d^ 
la  Police  Secrete — Count  Tchemitcheff,  Mi- 
nistre  de  la  Guerre — and  other  high  state  and 
mihUiry  officere,  engaged ;  their  attendance 
at  masked  balls  being  a  part  of  their  service.  ,., 
This  was  my  first  intpoduction  to  such  sceueai, 
the  second  took,  place  in  the  Salle  de  Noblesse, 
recently  erected  for  public  entertainments,  and 
now  L-ousidered  tJie  fiuest  in  Europe.  The 
Salle  itself  is  surrounded  by  a  colonnade,  twenty 
feet  wide,  of  white  marble  pillars  in  couples 
supporting  a  gallery,  ascended  by  a  wmding 
staircase  at  eacli  corner.  The  vast  arena  for 
dancing  la  several  feet  lower  than  this  colon- 
nade, and  entered  thencu  by  six  different  flights 
of  noble  steps.  Of  the  exact  dimeusious  I  can 
give  no  measurement,  save  that  scventy-6ve., 
magnificent  chandeliers  were  by  no  mean*; 
crowded  in  position,  or  orerpowering  in  lig^. 
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Attached  to  this  grand  apartmeot  are  other 
rooms  fitted  up  with  every  luxury,  and  fomung 
a  circular  suite,  opening  at  each  end  into  the 
colonnade  I  have  described. 

Here  a  repetition  of  tlie  same  half-glitter- 
ing, half-sable  scene  was  presented,  but  niulti- 
pHed  in  number,  for  no  less  than  two  ttiousand 
seven  hundred  individuals,  in  and  out  of  maslis, 
were  gathered  together  in  the  centre  space,  or 
circulating  round  the  colonnade,  or  seated  in 
the  gallery  aloft,  or  scattered  through  the  suite 
of  smaller  rooms. 

How  in  tliis  wilderness  of  space  and  per- 
plexity of  crowd,  where,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, a  couple  ODce  separated  had  little  chance 
ofmeeting  again  the  same  evening — how  in  this 
dazzling,  shifting,  contusing  turmoil,  among 
hundreds  and  thousands  shrouded  to  the  same 
lurm  and  colour — each  solitary  mask  contrived 
to  rejoin  the  party  with  whom  she  entered,  was 
perhaps  more  a  matter  of  anxiety  to  my  mind 
than  it  was  to  theirs.  The  only  way  for  these 
scattered  particles  to  reunite  is  to  fix  upon  90mt 
trysting-place — beneath  the  orchestra,  or  at  tbc 
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fourth  pillar  on  the  right  hand,  or  ou  the  sofa 
nearest  the  left,  where,  when  tired  with  a  soli- 
tary prowl  after  some  object  of  her  search,  or 
weary  with  jmrading  on  the  arm  of  Bome  un- 
known individual, — who  either  proves  impene- 
trably dull  to  her  harmless  sallies,  or  jumps  to 
coucluiiions  never  intended,  or  indulges  in  iauu- 
«ndoes  rather  too  plain  of  his  own,— the  weary 
mask  may  take  refuge  with  some  chance  of 
finding  a  sister  figure,  who,  led  there  by 
the  same  errand,  immediately  responds  to  her 
cautious  watchword. 

The  ouiy  security  on  these  occasions  for 
your  own  enjoyment,  or  at  any  rate  comfort, 
and  for  the  entertainment  which  theo^umptiun 
of  tlus  incognito  promises  to  others,  is  to  recog- 
nise the  full  advantages  of  your  disguise — to 
forget  your  identity,  and  remember  only 
your  privileges — to  bear  in  mind  that  when 
you  assumed  the  mask  you  threw  off  all  social 
responsibilities — to  observe  no  ceremony — re- 
spect DO  person — to  be  flippant,  contradictory, 
pert,  aud  personal  without  fear  of  consequences — 
and  in  short  to  say  little  behind  your  mask 
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that  you  would  utter  wifiiout  it.  As  a  pretty, 
witty,  good-for-uothing  little  intriguante  of  the 
higher  circles  said  to  a  timid  novice  on  her 
first  d^but  in  this  disguise,  "  Souvenez-vou^  en, 
ma  ehkre,  on  na  pas  besoin  (Tun  masque  pottr 
prMier  den  sermons." 

The  general  plan  with  the  ladies  of  rank  on 
these  occasions  is  to  acquire,  by  direct  ur  indi- 
rect channels,  some  private  information,  some 
trivial  anecdote  of  the  evcry-day  Ufe  or  secret 
doings  of  the  individual  whom  they  ioteud.  ad 
the  term  is,  to  "  intriguer" — to  surprise  bim 
with  the  knowledge  of  some  present  he  has 
made,  or  some  letter  he  has  s^it,  and  which  he 
considered  unknown  to  all  but  the  receiver — or 
to  repeat  verbatim  some  sentence  which  he 
supposes  no  one  could  have  overheard ;  and  by 
making  the  most  of  a  little  informadon  to 
make  him  suppose  them  jwssessed  of  tnach 
more,  and  finally  to  heighten  his  perplexity 
by  mystifying  every  avenue  to  their  own 
identity. 

For  instance:  Count  is  the  aaerH 

adorer   of  Madame  ,  or  fonciet   bimaelf 
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such.  He  gives  her  magnificent  presents  ;  and 
araoDjj  tlie  rest — tlie  ludy  having  jiretty  feet— 
he  takes  it  iuto  his  head,  with  a  lover's  or  a 
Kussiau's  caprite,  to  surprise  her  with  a  foot- 
batli  of  the  must  delicate  porcehiiu,  wliich  lie 
orders  at  the  celebrated  Magaain  Anglais  in 
St.  Petersburg.  Well,  at  tlie  next  masked 
ball,  a  little  brisk  mask  "  a'empare  de  aon 
hroM"  and,  after  the  first  conventional  imper- 
tineoees  of  the  place,  she  hangs  her  little  black 
bead  sentimeutally  on  oue  side,  heaves  a  sigh, 

oud  exclaims,   "  Ah !  tjue  Madame duit 

itre  Aeurettae !  Que  dvnneraui-je,  intt't,  pour 
avuir  un  gentil  petit  bum  defied  en  porcelaine ! 
J'tti  atttti  dejolia  petite  pieda,  n'est-ce  put  ?" — 
and  with  that  she  holds  up  a  fairy  foot,  dressed 
in  black  shoe  and  etockiug,  with  a  eiMiuittisb 
gesture.  "  DiableV  thinks  the  Count :  if  she 
knows  all  about  this  foot-bath,  of  course  she 
is  also  in  the  secret  about  the  diamond  brace- 
let, and  the  embroidered  mantilla,  aud  the 
Pensa  sbawl,  and  the  letters  1  have  Mritlen — 
**  <pti  aait  ?"  and,  if  the  lady  understand  her 
,  she  probably  contrives,   by   pursuing 
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some  right  hit,  or  mystifying  some  wrong  one-,' 
to  elicit  exactly  that  which  he  most  intended 
to  conceal ;   when,  having  spent  all  her  store, 
or  finding  him  in  turn  touching  upon  dangerous  I 
ground,  slie  turns  off  with  "  MUle  remerciment  i 
pour  ten  informations.      Tout  le  monde  m'a  dit 
que  tu  4taU  bite — d  preneitt  m'eu  voUd  von*. 
paincue:" — and  these  last  words,  pTonounoed 
in  a  louder  tone,  raise  a  laugh  in  the  crowd  I 
around,  who  in  this  light,  empty  place,  where 
sauciness  is  considered  the  only  clevernese,  and 
personality  the  liest  wit,  are  thankful  for  the 
smallest  crumha  of  amusement  that  nmv   he 
thrown  to  them. 

On  this  account  it  is  that  any  lady'«  maid, 
or  milliner's  apprentice,  or  emtturieT*,  who, 
admitted  with  her  hasket  of  new  dresses  into 
the  privLite  boudoir  of  the  highest  ladies  in  tlie 
land,  sees  more  hehind  the  scenes  than  hor 
snperiors — is  noticed  for  her  pretty  look*  by 
le  mari,  or  Vami — hears  familiarities  of  dm- 
logue  which  her  presence  no  ways  restrains— 
and,  if  intent  on  tliis  ohjecl,  contrives  to  glean 
from  the  servants  any  further  infonnation  she 
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may  want; — on  this  account  it  is  that  this 
class  of  persons,  who  frequently  speak  two  or 
three  languages  correctly,  and  are  not  encum- 
bered with  that  delicacy  and  titoidity  which 
restrains  the  really  modest  or  tlie  real  gentle- 
woman, are  generalty  most  successful  iu  per- 
plexing the  wits  and  piquing  the  curiosity  of 
ttie  gentlemen.  At  the  Salle  de  Noblesse  none 
who  are  not  noble  may  fiud  access ;  but  in  the 
latitudinarian  nobility  of  Russia,  and  tlietraoa- 
ferability  of  a  masL,  this  law  is  fre<)uently 
evaded — and  at  tlie  theatre  theee  ffruiettet 
always  pluy  a  conspicuous  part. 

The  Emperor,  when  a  musk  has  pleased  his 
fency,never  rests  till  he  bus  diecovcred  htT  real 
name,  and  acts  hi.s  secret  police  upon  the  scent 
with  OS  much  zest  as  after  a  political  oHender. 
The  mask  whom  we  had  observed  at  the 
ttieatre  on  such  familiar  terms  witti  him  was 
recognised  &  few  days  afier  to  be  a  little 
moditte  from  the  most  fashionable  milliner's 
iii  I'etersburg,  whose  fre(|Ueut  errands  to  the 
Empress  had  furnished  her  with  a  few  graphic 
touches  of  the  Imperial  character. 

But  to  return  to  the  ladies  of  the  highest 
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society  who  make  use  of  this  disguise  for  mett  1 
purposes  of  raillery  and  good-natured  mischiefl  i 
This  is  the  best  aspect  under  which  the  levity  < 
of  a  masked  ball  can  be  coDsidered,  and   10  \ 
enact  this  with  success    or  impunity   requires 
an    intimate    knowledge  of  society,  a    perfect 
mastery  of  the  current  lunguages,    and,    not  , 
least,  a  tolerable  practice  in  the  hiuuours  of  a 
maequerade.     Even  without  the  first  qualifica- 
tion, however,  a  mask  may  have  some  cliauce 
of  success,  for  I'egprit  tf  intrigue  inherent  mope 
or  less  in  every  woman,  and  Cenprit  de  vaniti 
inherent  more  or  leas  in  every  man,  contrive  to  I 
give   both  meaus  and  subject  for  that  fUDcr 
banter  which  is  the  groundwork  of  a  mask'* 
popularity. 

But   this,   I    repeat,  is   tlie  beat    aspect   of  I 
tliese  Russian  masked  balls.     I  leave  it  to  the 
astuteness  of  others  to  conclude  the  uses  and 
abuses  which  must  ensue  from  this  temporary 
and    utter    freedom    in    a    sex    whose    chief  ] 
charm  consists  in  seeking  and  needing  pro-   ' 
teetion.    More  especially  iu  a  coimtry  wbere  i 
society  n  placed  under  the  utmottt   external 
restraint — where    even    the  common    courte-  i 
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Mes  of  good  breetljng  are  viewed  with  siispicione 
eyes, — where  a  young  man  can  hardly  converse 
with  a  young  woman  without  laying  her  open 
to  censure,  and  a  woman  is  not  free  to  indulge 
h(T  love  of  admiration,  or  a  man  to  approach 
her  with  the  same,  till  such  time  as  both  the 
one  and  the  otlier  ought  to  ci'HBe,  viz.,  till  ahe 
K  married.  1  do  not  exaggerate  when  I  say 
tliat  two-thirds  of  tlie  masks  in  this  Liberty 
Hall  were  married  women,  whose  husbands 
knew  not  or  cared  uot  whether  they  were 
there. 

At  the  same  time,  in  a  country  where  unfor- 
tunately neither  promotion,  nor  justice,  nor 
redres-,  generally  speaking,  are  to  be  had  with- 
out interest,  this  means  of  directly  reaching  the 
Imperial  ear,  or  that  of  the  chief  officers  of  the 
state — of  presenting  a  living  anonymous  let- 
ter— of  dropping  information  which  they  are 
bound,  if  not  to  favour,  at  all  events  not  to  take 
amiss — is  immensely  resorte<l  to.  The  Emperor 
has  been  known  to  remonstrate  loudly  at 
being  annoyed  with  business  or  complaint  in 
llicse  few  hours  of  relaxation  ;  but  this  is  rather 

vol-  II.  t 
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to  be  attributed  to  tlie  awtwardnees  or  embar- 
rassment of  the  poor  petitioner,  who,  feeling  the 
welfare  of  a  father  or  brother,  or  of  a  whole 
family,  hanging  upon  the  force  of  Iier  slender 
words, — addressing  for  the  first  time  the  awfut 
individual  whose  word  makes  and  unmak«s 
a  law, — and  aslmmed  perhaps  of  the  disguise  to 
which  she  has  been  compelled,  can  Tieither 
command  the  calmness  nor  adroitness  neccsaary 
to  smooth  the  way  for  her  blunter  petition. 

On  the  other  hand,  where  the  complaiuant, 
by  a  happy  address  or  a  well-timed  flattery,  has 
disposed  the  Imperial  palate  for  the  reception 
of  more  sober  truths,  her  case  has  been  listened 
to  with  humanity,  and  met  by  redress.  More 
than  once  the  Emperor  was  observed  engaged 
with  a  mask  in  conversation  which  had  evi- 
dentiy  digressed  from  levity  into  a  more 
serious  strain,  and  was  overheard  to  thank  the 
mask  for  her  information  and  promise  tlie  sub* 
ject  his  attention. 

In  consequence  of  the  taste  winch  hi*  Majesty 
has  of  late  years  evinced  for  this  species  of 
amusement,  the    masked    balls    have   greatly 
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increased  in  number  and  resort.  Previous  to 
being  incapacitated  by  bad  Iiealth  the  Empress 
also  equally  partook  of  them,  and  it  is  said 
greatly  enjoyed  being  addressed  with  the  same 
familiarity  as  any  of  her  subjects.  Her 
Majesty  has  even  been  the  cause  of  severe 
terrors  to  many  an  unfortunate  individual,  who, 
new  to  tlie  scene,  or  not  recognising  by  filial 
instinct  the  maternal  arm  which  pressed  his,  has 
either  himself  indulged  in  too  much  licence  of 
speech,  or  given  the  Imperial  mask  to  under- 
stand that  he  found  hers  devoid  of  interest. 

But  let  us  quit  these  scenes — at  best  a  mas- 
querade is  a  bad  place. 
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LETTER  THE  TWENTY-THIRD. 

Chief  houses  of  reception  in  St.  Petersburg — Freedom  of 
the  Imperial  Family — Restraint  of  the  subject — Abaenoe 
of  Etiquette— Ball  at  Prince  Y.'s—Ball  at  Countess  L.'j 
— Beauties  of  the  high  circles — Ball  at  Madame  L.*8 — 
General  aspect  of  manners  and  morals — Dress — Serrants 
— ^The  Grand  Duchess  Helen. 

After  tliis  lengthened  comment  upon  the  high 
Russian  society  as  seen  beneath  the  black 
cloud  of  .a  mask,  it  now  follows  to  describe 
its  usual  face  stripped  of  all  disguise,  save  that 
which  every  individual  assumes  more  or  less 
on  quitting  his  own  circle.  At  this  time  all 
the  noble  and  wealthy  houses  in  Petersburg 
are  vying  with  one  another  in  the  number  and 
splendour  of  their  entertainments — endeavour- 
ing to  compress  as  much  pleasure  as  possible 
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into  tlie  few  remaining  weeks  before  Lent,  when 
balls,  theatres,  and  mastjuerades  are  denied 
tbem,  and  their  only  passetems  rednced  to 
soirees,  concerts,  and  tableaux. 

The  principal  families  whose  wealth  enables 
tbem  to  maintain  this  rate  of  expenditure  in 
tliis  most  expensive  of  all  capitals  are  those 
of  Prince  Yoiissoupoff,  Count  Cheremetetf, 
Count  WoronzofTDasclikoff,  Count  Strogonoff, 
Count  Laval,  Couute^is  Raznnioflski,  General 
Sukasannet,  M.  Lazarefl',  ice,  &c,,  whose  en- 
tertainments are  conducted  on  a  scale  of 
luxury,  which,  in  this  extreme,  it  is  confined 
to  a  Ruftgian  capital  to  Jjsplay.  The  passion 
for  entertainment  and  sltow  is  inherent  in  a 
Russian  hroust.  However  husliand  and  wife 
may  differ  on  other  points,  they  ore  sure  to  agree 
in  a  feeling  which  is  mingled  of  equal  parts 
— hospitality  and  vanity.  Entcrt4iiiinient»,  e(iui- 
pages,  iuilette, — wliatcvtr  apiK-rtnin*"  to  show, 
in  here  found  in  perfection ;  and  if  you  look 
fnim  the  window  at  the  peasant- woman  trudg- 
ing ]«st  in  her  red  and  yellow,  or  catch  sight 
of  the  gilded  spire  or  cupola  towering  above 
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the  snow  roofs,  all  tells  of  the  Baine  predomi- 
iiaut  disposition. 

The  Emperor,  who,  as  Grand  Duke  Nicholas, 
wan,  noted  for  the  simplicity  of  his  tastes,  and 
could  hardly  be  induced  to  enter  a  place  of 
amusemeut,  now  resorts  to  them  with  an  In- 
creasing pleasure  from  which  some  augur  uo 
auspicious  result; — frequeute  the  houses  of  his 
nobility  and  generals,  who   would    sp^id   to 
their  last  kopeck,  and  often  go  beyond  it,  to      ' 
entertain  him  suitably — while  the  Empress's 
iove  of  amusement  and  dress,  besides  iuocu- 
lating  her  august  spouse,  has  fixed  a  standard 
for  merit,  and  exacted  a  rate  of  expenditure, 
which,  to  say  the  least,  was  not  required  to 
stimulate  the  already  too  expensively  disposed 
Russian. 

For  instance  :  a  splendid  dSJeHner,  whidi  Ji 
tu  turn  winter  into  summer,  and  Russia  into 
Arcadia,  is  urrniiged  to  he  given  by  oue  of  the 
tirst  families  in  St.  Petersburg.     One  of  the 
generals  in  closest  attendance  upon  the  Empe* 
ror's  person  is  commissioned  to  intercede  for 
the  honour  of  His  Majesty's  presence,  and  ob* 
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taius  a  gracious  assent,  Wheu  the  day  comes, 
however,  and  money  is  wanted,  Baron  Stieglitz, 
the  great  banker,  shows  how  far  the  wrong 
page  of  the  account-book  has  been  encroached 
upon,  and  refuses  the  necessary  advances. 
What  is  to  be  done?  Money  must  be  had. — 
You  can't  put  off  a  monarch  till  a  more  conve- 
nient season  {though  we,  thoughtless  mortals, 
will  put  off  a  weightier  monarch  than  he) — 
you  can't  *'  tie  up  your  knocker,  say  you  are 
sick,  you  are  dead," — when  the  Emperor  and 
Empress  of  all  the  Russiaa  are  expected. 
The  necessary  sum — and  in  a  country  where 
Nature  gives  nothing,  the  expense  of  such  an 
entertainment  is  enormous— is  therefore  bor- 
rowed in  haste,  and  at  a  usurious  interest — 
for  fifty  per  cent,  is  demanded  and  accepted  on 
Buch  exigenciea — while  all  thoughts  of  future 
inconvenience  are  drowned  iu  the  flattering 
honour*  of  tlie  day  ;  "  ZJEmpereur  etatt  trh 
content"  or  "I/Jmperatrice  a  beaacoup  dansi" 
is  sufficient  atonement 

But  if  you  examine  a  little  closer,  and  ask 
a  few  troublesome  questions,  it  will  be  found 
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that  even  this  dearly-purchased  honour  is  not 
productive  of  the  pleasure  that  might  be  sup- 
posed. Wherever  the  Imperial  family  appear, 
however  great  their  aflfability,  however  sincere 
and  obvious  their  desire  to  please  and  be 
pleased,  the  mere  fact  of  their  presence  throws 
a  restraint,  a  g&ne  over  the  whole  assembly, 

who  are  depressed  rather  than  exhilarate  by 

■  » 

the  cold  gaze  of  the  Imperial  eye,  and  who 
feel  that  the  whole  attention  of  their  hosts  is 
concentred  on  one  object. 

The  young  military  are  in  apprehension  lest 
their  uniform  should  not  be  found  in  strict 
accordance,  to  the  shape  of  a  button  or  the 
length  of  a  spur,  with  the  latest  regulation; — 
the  young  ladies,  and  equally  their  chaperons, 
are  in  anxiety  lest  any  awkwardness  of  dress  or 
manner  should  incur  the  censure,  however  plea- 
santly expressed,  of  her  to  whom  all  adjudge 
the  purest  taste  in  toilette  and  tournure ; — 
while  the  host  and  hostess  suflfer  real  fear  lest 
any  unbecoming  speech  or  incident  should 
transpire  to  render  the  recollection  of  their  hos- 
pitalities obnoxious  to  their  illustrious  guests. 
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The  anxiety  attendant  on  the  reception  of 
any  monarch  by  his  subject  must  at  all  times 
be  proportioned  to  the  honour,  but  here  the  total 
absence  of  all  etiquette  multiplies  the  diffi- 
culty an  hundred-fold.  For  it  must  be  remem- 
bered that  the  more  limited  the  monarch,  the 
more  absolute  the  etiquette — and  vice  versa. 
In  Russia,  therefore,  where  the  Zar  is  "  la  hi 
vivante" — the  constitution  in  person — no  eti- 
quette can  exist,  or  rather  only  such  as  he 
pleases  for  the  time  being.  Whatever  he  does 
is  right — he  cannot  demean  himself.  His 
actions  are  restrained  by  no  law  of  ceremony, — 
by  no  obligation  of  dignity, — by  no  fear  of 
public  opinion.  His  rank  takes  care  of  itself — 
it  wants  no  propping — it  is  in  one  piece,  like  his 
own  Alexander's  column.  His  only  restraint 
is  his  own  responsibility,  and  in  no  countrv  is 
this  so  awfuL  He  and  Ins  consort,  according 
to  their  pleasure  or  disposition,  can  either 
render  moderation  habitual,  or  extravagtmce 
meritorious — morality  fashionable,  or  frivolity 
praiseworthy.  They  can  (jualify  vices  to  foibles, 
or  ennoble  vanities  to  virtues,  Tlic  example 
l3 


226  LRTTERS  FROM  TBK  BALTIC.     [I.smB  XJUIL 

of  the  Crown  ie  as  impei'ative  ia  private  life. 
;is  its  will  iu  public  life,  and  uowhere  is  it  mare 
greedily  imitated. 

But  to  return  to  etiquette.  However  tedious 
and  troublesome  it3  formiilities,  they  are  not 
half  80  onerous  to  a  host  as  his  perpetual 
anxiety  and  real  responsibility  in  a  court  where 
there  is  no  rule  for  manners  except  the  caprice 
of  the  luonarcli  or  the  tact  of  the  subject. 

The  truth  of  these  remarks  was  exemplified 
at  a  ball  at  Prince  Y.'s,  which  his  Imperial 
Majesty  honoured  with  his  presence,  and  wliere, 
though  he  was  obviously  as  coudesceadiii^  as 
his  liosts  were  zealous,  yet  that  stately  figure  in 
the  portal,  presiding  in  unbending  beauty  like  a 
being  from  another  world,  weighed  down  *he 
hilarity  of  all  present.  ,.-rj 

The  hotel  ol'  Prince  Y.,  situated  upodltbe 
Moika  Canal,  is  one  of  the  many  splendid 
mansions  in  Sl  Petersburg.  The  grand  8uitt> 
of  apartments  is  adonied  with  a  collection  of 
pictures  by  the  old  masters,  some  few  of  wbicb 
arc  of  signal  merit,  especially  two  extjuiaite 
Claudes,  a  Pamiegiano,  and  a  Sasso  FermtD. 
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In  the  Salle  des  Aniiquites  were  also  some 
valuable  objects  of  art,  particularly  an  antique 
foot,  while  statues  by  Canova  and  other  modern 
sculptors,  with  groups  in  ivory  and  alabaster, 
and  collections  of  costly  china  and  silver  oma- 
ments,  it,c.,  were  dispersed  about  the  rooms. 
Also  two  portfolios  beneath  glass  cases,  con- 
taining original  letters  from  Peter  the  Great 
and  Catherine  11.  to  some  "  Excellence"  of 
this  princely  house. 

The  ball  at  Countess  L.'s  was  more  spirited, 
for  here  the  Heritier,  accompanied  by  his 
brother-in-law,  the  Duke  de  Leuchtenberg, 
was  the  sole  representative  of  the  Imperial 
family,  and,  joining  in  th* dance,  his  fine  person 
and  gentle  demeanour  only  lent  an  additional 
grace  to  the  scene. 

Here,  from  the  absence  of  restraint,  I  hat) 
more  opjwrtunity  of  noting  the  female  beauty  of 
St.  Petersburg,  among  whom  were  foremost  the 
Princess  Belozelsky  Bclozersky,  a  lovely  sjHrci- 
men  of  a  "  Petite  Rtisae^"  with  nez  retrmttai. 
large  languishing  black  eyes,  hair  bending  fnjm 
the  root  in  the  most  graceful  volutes,  beautiful 
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teetli,  and  fair  skin,  with  a  jtettte  taiHe  of  (be 
utmost  delicacy ; — Countess  Woronzoff  Daach- 
koff,  an  eapiegh  gipsy,  whose  jtolissonnerie  of 
expression  and  8j)eech  lias  attracted  Iier  a 
species  of  popularity  in  this  capital  which  a 
more  regular  or  a  more  cautious  l>eauty  would 
not  attain  ; — Prioceiis  NarisMihkin,  with  skin  of 
ivory  and  eyes  of  jet; — Madame  Zavado&ky, 
whose  plenitude  of  beauty  the  English  \\orld 
had  seen  ; — the  PriucesB  Marie  Bariatinsky,  a 
fine  intellectual  face,  with  a  somewhat  English 
calm  of  expression,  and  such  magnificent  cAc- 
velure  as  seems  to  betoken  strength  of  mind 
as  well  as  of  [)erson  ; — Madame  Stoluipio, 
late  Princess  Troubetzkoi,  a  graceful  nouveiie 
muriee ; — Mademoiselle  Karamsin,  the  pretty 
maid  of  honour ;— and  last,  though  never  least  id 
thegardenof  beauty,  the  lovely  Annette — wbo. 
with  a  new  tiara  of  diamonds  oh  !ier  head,  aqda 
single  emerald,  a  unitjue  stone,  large  as  an  old- 
fashioned  miniature  or  a  teacup  reversed,  and 
surrounded  by  a  single  row  of  so/ilaire  dia- 
monds, blazing  like  Hermione's  carbuude  on 
her  chest,  and  her  ^^  belht  ipaulet  Gree^iuet," 
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as  the  Empress  has  aptly  termed  tlieni,  bared 
to  view,  looked,  what  few  do,  as  much  to  ad- 
vantage in  the  dazzling  and  heated  ball-room  aa 
aiiionp^  the  cool  oranpre-groves  of  her  own  Fall. 

The  tuilftfe*  and  display  of  jewels  were 
boyond  nil  description  gorgeons,  and  the  grace- 
ful though  slender  set  which  adorned  the 
person  of  the  pretty  English  Ambassadress 
were  pronounced  to  be  "  atmex  joH." 

This  house,  situated  on  the  English  Quay, 
is  aIi>o  magnificent :  halK  staircase,  and  apart- 
ments of  the  utmost  beauty  of  form  and  luxury 
of  arrangement.  Here  was  likewise  a  col- 
lection of  pictures,  fewer  in  number,  but  more 
select  in  value,  than  those  at  Prince  Y.'s— 
a  Fra  Bartolomeo  very  conspicuous:  also  a 
amall  antique  room  with  sculptures  from 
Pompeii,  and  mosaic  pavement  from  the  baths 
of  Tiberius  tn  the  isle  of  Capri.  But  liiildeu 
glories  were  yet  behind,  for  our  hostess,  who 
has  the  repute  of  lieing  "  un  peu  bizarre,"  not 
thinking  it  wortli  her  while  to  display  all  the 
resources  of  lier  mansion  for  the  Heir  of  all  the 
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Russias,  had  refrained  from  lighting  ap  her 
grandest  reception-roomB  till  such  time  as  the 
ErDperor  liimsell' should  be  present.  It  seemed 
strange,  in  the  midst  of  all  this  splendour,  in 
wliich  royalty  mixed  with  so  much  conde- 
scension, to  reflect  that  our  hostess  had  a  son- 
in-law  and  daughter  exiled  for  hfe  to  Siberia 
for  participation  in  the  rebellion  of  1826,  and 
that  she  herself  had  not  escaped  either  blame 
or  punishment  on  that  occaMon ;  though  of  her 
present  restoration  to  Imperial  favour  thtn 
can  he  no  question. 

The  entertainments,  however,  which  havt 
been  most  successful  this  season,  arc  the 
weekly  balls  of  M.  de  L.,  the  rich  Amieuiau, 
whose  lady,  a  Circassian  hy  birth,  and  most 
decidedly  so  in  physiognomy,  presides  with 
much  grace.  Tor  these  balls  no  regular  invi- 
tations are  circulated,  the  fasliion  having  ema- 
nated from  tlie  court,  of  giving  the  most  costlj 
fStes  in  a  kind  of  impromptu  manner.  Madame 
L,  ia  merely  understood  to  receive  on  ThuTB- 
days,  and  her  crowding  guests  find   all  .t^ 
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appritu  of  the  mogt  splendid  ball.  The  Impe- 
rial femily,  if  the  expression  may  be  allowed, 
had  not  been  admitted  to  these  soirees,  but,  iii 
consequence  of  a  condescending  observation 
from  his  Imperial  Highness  the  Grand  Duke 
Michael,  "  Yoitt  le  monde  parle  de  i:ox  John 
bals,  Madame  L. :  pourquoi  ne  m'invitez-vtnu 
pa*?"  the  next  Thursday  waa  distinguished 
by  his  presence. 

But  wherever  the  Grand  Duke  appears,  he 
takes  the  strict  discipliuarian  with  him.  Before 
his  Imperial  Highness  had  been  in  the  ball- 
room half  an  hour  he  knit  his  brows  with  an 
ominous  expression, and, striding  up  ton  young 
olKccr  who  had  just  halted  from  tlie  waltz, 
and  was  dreaming  at  that  moment  of  no  other 
eyes  in  the  world  but  his  lady's,  the  Grand  Duke 
startled  him  with  the  uncomfortable  words, 
'*  Kasche  Sporne  nchlhuhkom  gliine" — your 
spun  are  too  long — "  Anx  arrets:"  and  sent 
him  without  further  parley  from  his  partner's 
arms  to  the  guardhouse.  The  Imjwriu)  frown 
and  action,  and  the  young  man's  discomfited 
retreat,  were  seen  by  many,  and  the  incident 


232.  LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC.    LLbttsb  XXIII. 

was  soon  buzzed  in  whispers  round  the  room, 
greatly  to  the  anxiety  and  annoyance  of  host 
and  hostess. 

Such  balls  as  these  I  have  described,  how- 
ever brilliant  and  dazzling  in  relation,  are 
not  otherwise  than  very  dull  in  reality;  for 
here,  as  in  France,  society  is  so  perversely 
constituted  that  no  enjoyment  is  to  be  reaped 
save  by  infringing  its  rules.  A  ^^jeune  per- 
Sonne ^^^ — in  other  words,  an  unmarried  wo- 
man— is  considered  a  mere  cipher  in  society, 
danced  with  seldom,  conversed  with  seldomer, 
and  under  these  circumstances  looks  forward  to 
her  mariage  de  convenance  as  the  period  which, 
as  I  have  said  before,  is  to  commence  that  which 
it  ought  to  close.  From  the  day  of  her  mar- 
riage she  is  free — responsible  to  no  one,  so  that 
she  overstep  not  the  rules  of  convention,  for  the 
liberty  of  her  conduct ;  while  her  husband  is 
rather  piqued  than  otherwise  if  her  personal 
charms  fail  to  procure  her  the  particular  atten- 
tions of  his  own  sex.  "  Personne  ne  luifait  la 
caur*  is  the  most  disparaging  thing  that  can 
be  said  of  a  young  wife.     It  is  sad  to  see  the 
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difference  in  a  short  season  from  the  retiring 
girl  to  one  whose  expression  and  maimers  seem 
to  say  that  "  Honesty  coupled  to  beauty  is  to 
have  honey  sauce  to  sugar."  Nor  is  it  easy  for 
an  inexperienced  young  woman,  gifted  with 
domestic  tastes,  or  marrying  from  affection, 
to  stem  the  torrent  of  ridicule  of  those  who 
would  pull  otliers  down  to  justify  themselves. 

This  social  evil  is  seen  in  the  more  glaring 
colours  from  tlie  total  absence  of  all  rational 
tastes  or  literary  topics.  In  other  countries  it 
is  lamented,  and  with  justice,  that  literature 
and  education  should  be  made  the  things  of 
fashion — how  infinitely  worse  is  it  when  tliey 
are  condemned  by  the  same  law !  In  other 
countries  all  fashion,  as  such,  is  condemned 
as  bud — how  infinitely  worse  is  it  where  the  bad 
is  the  fashiou  !  Here  it  is  absolute  maurait 
genrt>  to  discuss  a  rational  subject  —  mere 
pidanterio  to  be  caught  upon  any  topics  beyond 
dressing,  duucing, and  a  "Joiie  tuurnure"  The 
superficial  accomplishiucitts  are  su  snperfirial- 
ised  as  scarcely  to  be  considered  to  exist— Russia 
has  no  literature,  or  rather  none  to  attract  a  fri- 
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volous  woman: — and  political  subjects,  with  all 
the  incidental  chit-chat  which  thu  observances, 
aonivcrsaries,  &lc.,  of  a  con&titutioual  gorera- 
ment  bring  more  or  less  into  every  private  &■ 
mity,  it  is  needless  to  observe,  exist  not.  What 
then  remains  ?  Sad  to  say,  nothing,  absolutely 
nothing,  for  old  and  young,  man  and  woman, 
save  the  description,  discussion,  appreciation, 
or  depreciation  of  toilette — varied  by  a  little 
cuisine  and  the  witless  wit  called  fesprit  du 
ttalon.  To  own  an  indifference  or  an  ignorance 
on  the  subject  of  dniss,  further  than  a  con- 
ventional and  feminine  compliance,  would  be 
.  wilfully  to  ruin  your  character  equally  with 
the  gentlemen  as  with  the  ladies  of  the  society; 
for  tlie  former,  from  some  inconceivable  motive, 
will  discuss  a  new  bracelet  or  a  new  dress  with 
as  much  relish  as  if  they  had  hopes  of  wearing 
it,  and  with  as  great  a  precision  of  technics 
terms  as  if  they  had  served  at  a  tnardtand  de 
niodes.  It  may  seem  almost  incredible,  but 
here  these  externals  so  entirely  occupy  every 
thought,  that  the  highest  personage  in  the  laud, 
with  the  highest  in  authority  under  him,  will 
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meet  and  iliscuBS  a  lady's  coiffure,  or  even  a 
lady's  cornet,  with  a  gusto  aud  science  as  iu- 
compreliensilile  in  them,  to  say  the  least,  as  the 
emulation  of  coachman  slang  in  some  of  our 
own  eccentric  nobility.  Whether,  in  a  state 
where  individuals  are  judged  by  every  idle 
word,  or  rather  where  every  idle  word  is  literally 
productive  of  mischief,  the  blandishments  of  the 
toilet,  from  their  political  inuocuousness,  are 
considered  safest  ground  for  the  detention  of  mis- 
chievous spirits,  I  must  leave ;  but  very  certain 
it  is  that  in  the  high  circles  of  Petersbui^  it 
would  seem,  from  tlie  prevailing  tone  of  conver- 
sation, that  nothing  was  considered  more  meri- 
torious than  a  pretty  face  and  figure,  or  more 
interesting  than  the  question  how  to  dress  it. 

Added  to  this  wearying  theme,  it  is  tiie  bod 
taste  of  the  day  to  indulge  in  an  indelicacy  of 
language  which  Borae  aver  to  proceed  from 
the  example  of  the  court  of  Prussia,  and  which 
renders  at  times  even  the  trumperies  of  toilet  or 
jewellery  rather  a  grateful  change  of  subject. 

Let  it  not  be  imtigined  however  that  no 
individuals  with   intellectual   tastes  or  cuiti- 


2S6  LETTERS  FROM  THE  BALTIC    [Lsrrv  XXni. 

yated  minds  are  to  be  found  in  these  circles. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  an  additional  proof  of  the 
excellence  of  these  gifts  that,  in  an  atmosphere 
where  they  may  be  said  to  be  equally  perse- 
cuted and  starved,  there  are  many  who  cul- 
tivate them  as  sedulously  as  they  conceal  them. 
It  is  not  from  lack  of  education  that  the  fri- 
volity of  the  Russian  women  is  derived,  for 
their  tuition  is  generally  conducted  with  great 
care  by  those  placed  as  preceptresses  over  them ; 
but  such  is  the  withering  spell  of  fashion  that 
a  young  woman  entering  society  is  as  anxious 
to  hide  the  acquirements  as  any  other  gauche^ 
riee  of  the  school-room,  and  it  must  be  said 
generally  succeeds. 

Languages,  which  they  imbibe  in  childhood, 
are  the  only  demonstrations  of  acquirement 
permitted.  English  is  heard  on  all  sides, 
though  it  is  little  gratifying  to  hear  our  sober 
tongue  applied  to  ideas  by  no  means  corre- 
sponding. 

According  to  the  statement  of  some  elders 
of  the  society,  things  were  very  different  be- 
neath the  studious  reign  of  Catherine  IL,  and 
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the  dignified  benevolence  of  the  late  Empresa 
ftlollier.  Now,  however,  the  habit  of  frivo- 
lity 19  so  strong  that,  Ijy  the  rising  generation 
especially,  any  deviation  from  the  rstablielied 
topics  is  met  with  so  real  and  innocent  a 
mirth  as  almost  to  make  one  foi^ve  its  mis- 
applieatioa.  How  many  graceful  beings  are 
there  in  the  circles  I  am  describing  "  bom 
for  l>etter  thluge,"  and  whom  one  longs  to  re- 
move from  a  perniciona  atmosphere!  By  na- 
ture the  Russiuti  woman  of  rank  is  a  most 
charming  and  winning  creature — uniting  both 
the  witchery  and  the  heroism  of  a  French- 
woman, and  the  seductiveness  of  an  Asiatic, 
with  an  inherent  grace  and  polish  exclusively 
her  own.  How  the  same  woman  can  drill  her 
noble  heart  and  high  spirit  down  to  tliu  palU- 
ing  ennui  of  a  frivolity  unrelieved  by  the  senw 
blance  of  animation,  and  scarcely  of  misciiief 
— to  tlie  niill-i'ound  uf  a  senseless  luxury, 
without  comfort  for  its  vindication  or  art  fur 
its  plea — is  an  enigma  only  to  be  solved  in  the 
Proteus- nature  of  human  perversity.  But  the 
Russian  woman  ought  only  to  be  seen  in  other 
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lauds:  there  she  feels  herself  emancipated; 
and  there,  proverbially,  slie  is  one  of  the' 
sweetest  types  of  womankind. 

Speaking  of  dress,  it  must  be  remembered  i 
that  this  all  paramount  itera  in  St,  Petersburg' 
is  one  purchased  at  greater  expense  than  in  any 
other  fashionable  capital.  The  Russian  maou-' 
factories  are  utterly  eschewed  by  all  of  any 
pretensions  in  society,  and  foreign  goods  pay 
an  amount  of  duty  which  doubles  their  prices 
The  verj'  climate  induces,  nay  exacts,  expensesf 
which  in  other  couutrles  are  optional.  A  demi-' 
saison  toilette,  that  entremets  on  faahion'tl 
board  with  which  many  dispense,  is  here  t 
solutely  necessary.  In  short,  there  are  eadleasif 
necessary  gradations  between  the  winter's  coaC< 
of  mail  and  the  summer's  cobweb.  Even  in  thei- 
livery  of  the  servants  these  extremes  of  heatr 
and  cold  induce  expenses  not  known  else-; 
where.  i 

The  number  of  men-servants  in  everv  room' 
is  H  most  striking  Feature.  Here  they  lounge^ 
the  day  long,  and  are  ready  to  obey  the  call  from 
ihe  suite  within,  for  very  few  houses  arc  fur-' 
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nislied  witli  bells,  and  even  in  these  cases  the 
habit  of  calling  is  rather  too  strung  to  be 
omitted.  One  potent  reason  for  the  swarms 
of  men-servants  is,  that  a  Russian  establish- 
ment acknowledges  not  that  uaeful  member 
called  a  housemaid — between  the  lady's-maid 
and  the  man-servant  there  ia  no  intermediate 
link.  These  latter  are  atl  serfs,  either  the 
master's  own,  or  those  of  another  landed  pro- 
prietor, to  whom  they  frequently  pay  more 
tlian  half  their  wages  for  tiie  freedom  of  serv- 
ing in  this  capacity.  Generally  speaking, 
however,  they  are  a  happy,  good-humoured, 
attached  race,  who  wait  u]x>n  a  lady,  and 
especially  a  young  and  a  pretty  one,  with  a 
chivalrous  kind  of  devotion.  The  actual  and 
immense  distance  betwet-n  the  two  classes  per- 
mits of  much  seeming  fdmiliarity,  on  the  same 
priuciple  as  the  absoluteness  of  the  monarchy 
extinguishes  all  eti<|uette.  A  young  lady  will 
call  her  man-servant '  hrat '  or  brother ;  and  he 
will  speak  of  and  to  her  as  '  Jeiitavelta'  Jvan- 
ovaa,  or  Elizabeth  tlie  daughter  of  John.  If 
you  drive  tc  call  on  a  married  sister,  you  tell 
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the  attendant  not  "  to  the  Princess ./*  but 

"  U Marie  Alexandrovna^ — to  Marie  daughter 
of  Alexander.  This  custom  is  universal.  The 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  Imperial  house  are 
spoken  of  in  the  same  manner.  Michael  Pen- 
lovifch  distinguishes  the  Grand  Duke  Michael 
from  Michael  Nicolaievitchj  the  little  Grand 
Duke,  son  of  the  Emperor.  The  Empress  is 
always  designated  as  Alexandra  Feodorotma^ 
and  the  Grand  Duchess  Helen  as  Helena 
Pavlovna. 

This  last-named  illustrious  lady,  consort  of 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  and  by  birth  a 
Princess  of  Wirtemberg,  has  more  particularly 
suffered  from  this  present  condemnation  of  all 
rational  tastes.  Endued  by  nature  with  a  most 
studious  and  reflective  mind,  and  educated  with 
corresponding  advantages,  her  Imperial  High- 
ness was  thrown  alone,  at  a  very  early  age,  into 
a  court  where  such  qualities,  far  from  finding 
encouragement,  hardly  met  with  sufferance. 
Not  her  great  personal  beauty  nor  acknow- 
ledged charm  of  manner  could  redeem  the  un- 
popular circumstance  of  her  heterodox  tastes. 
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Of  her  it  may  be  said,  "  qui  de  nan  age  nu  ptm 
regprii,  de  »un  age  a  tutts  lea  ma/heurg,"  for 
this  inacluptation  between  the  properticB  of  her 
Diind  and  tlie  soil  in  which  they  were  placed 
has  exposed  her  Imperial  Highness  to  trials, 
the  peculiar  paiiifiilness  of  which  may  be 
better  imagined  than  described. 

From  a  combination  of  circumstancea  the 
honour  of  admission  to  the  presence  of  the 
Grand  Duchess  Helen  was  on  several  occasions 
allowed  rae.  Owing  to  the  delicacy  of  her 
hoalth,  as  well  as  to  her  preference  for  retire- 
ment, she  had  not  appeured  in  public  during 
the  season.  My  first  view  of  this  lady  was 
tlierefore  in  her  own  beautiful  apartments  in 
the  Palait  MicM.  Her  Imperial  Highni'ss  is 
about  two-aud-tliirty  years  of  age,  with  a  tall 
graceful  penson  and  great  beauty  of  feature 
and  complexion.  Her  three  daughters  were 
frequently  with  Iter.  Tlieir  education,  which 
has  camv-  under  the  Grand  Duchess's  imme- 
diulu  »u|ii;riiitendencei  haft  Iteen  conducted  on 
a  directly  opposite  system  to  that  usuaUjf  pj^* 
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served  in  the  high  circles  of  Petersburg,  and 
has  been  successful  in  producing,  or  rather  in 
l*etaining,  those  natural  and  bashful  graces 
which  are  the  best  inheritance  of  youth-  This 
was  quite  refreshing  to  witness  after  the  arti- 
ficial and  premature  ease, — the  early  and  un- 
becoming self-possession  of  the  children  of  the 
nobility,  who,  introduced  from  their  tenderest 
years  into  the  circles  of  society,  lose  much  more 
than  they  gain  by  exchanging  the  charms  of 
childhood  for  those  of  a  more  advanced  age. 

The  beauties,  political  and  picturesque,  of 
England,  and  the  kindness  she  had  there  ex- 
perienced, seemed  favourite  recollections  with 
her  Imperial  Highness,  while  the  condescen- 
sion of  her  manners,  the  polished  intelligence 
of  her  conversation,  and  the  inexpressible  in- 
terest attached  to  her  person  and  history,  have 
excited  those  in  me  which  will  never  subside. 
May  the  future  be  rich  in  blessings  to  Helena 
Pavlovna  I 

The  Palais  Michel  is  one  of  the  grandest 
edifices  in  Petersburg ; — the  entrance-hall  and 
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graud  staircase  are  celebrated  for  their  splen- 
dour and  extent.  The  birth  of  the  Grand 
Duke  Michael  having  taken  place  after  the 
accession  of  the  Emperor  Paul,  he  inherited 
greater  private  property  than  any  of  his 
brothers. 

The  deatli  of  the  Emperor  Paul  is  a  sub- 
ject now  discussed  without  any  great  reserve. 
OwJDg  to  his  tyrannical,  or,  it  may  better  be 
8aid,  insane  excesse^t  beneath  which  no  indi- 
vidual in  the  empire  could  be  considered  safe, 
it  was  agi"ced  upon  for  the  public  safety,  and 
with  the  connivance  of  his  eldest  son,  the  lare 
Alexander,  to  depose  him  from  the  govern- 
ment and  imprison  bim  for  life.  His  immense 
personal  strength  frustrated,  however,  all  pos- 
sibility of  capture,  while  his  recognition  of 
the  assailants  rendered  his  murder  necessary. 
Count  Paldeu  was  the  individual  who  stran- 
gled him  with  his  pocket-handkerchief,  and 
bore  ever  after  the  sobriquet  of  Schntipf- 
tuck  Pahlen.  If  any  one  to  this  day  ask, 
"Who  was  the  Countew  T.  by  birth?"  the 
M  2 
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answer,  as  a  matter  of  course,  is,  "  The  only 
child  of  Schnupjtuch  PahlenJ** 

It  is  said  that  Alexander  never  shook  off 
the  sense  of  indirect  participation  in  his  lather's 
murder,  by  which,  also  all  punishment  of  the 
perpetrators  was  interdicted  to  him.  They 
were  merely  sent  out  of  Russia  to  travel. 
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LETTER  THE  TWENTY- FOURTH. 

Pripce  Pierre  Vo1kon«ki — Count  Benkendorff — Count  Nct- 
•elrotle — Taglionj — The  Emprcu — Madame  Allan — The 
Runiau  theatre — The  first  RuEeion  opera — Character- 
iitica  of  the  three  clat»e*  of  luciety  in  Ruuia — Power  of 
ihe  monarch — Railroad  to  Zarskoe  Selo — The  Great 
lUace — Remin licences  of  the  Emperor  Alexander — The 
Emperor's  Palace — ^The  Araenal — General  inipreBBions. 

AsD  now,  having  inspected  the  fair  ranks  of 
beauty  in  this  capital,  it  may  be  allowable  to 
pass  OD  to  battalions  of  a  hardier  nature  and 
older  growth,  whose  martial  figures  and  glit- 
tering apparel  greatly  euhance  the  picturesque 
effect  of  every  saloon.  Indeed,  such  is  the 
predominance  of  the  military,  that  on  entering 
society  all  the  male  guests,  at  first  glance,  ap- 
pear to  be  ciitbralltd  in  uuiforu),  and  only  on 
nearer  iuspection  are  the  black  shades  of  a  few 
civilians  seen  gliding  amongst  them.  In  both 
classeft — though  as  often  as  not  civil  and  mili* 
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tary  offices  of  equal  importance  are  combined 
beneath  the  same  gorgeous  uniform — ^it  is 
highly  interesting  to  obsenre  individuals  whose 
names  are  interwoven  with  the  history  of  Rus- 
sian camps  or  Russian  politics,  and  whom  the 
mind  has  already  invested  with  the  halo  of  the 
past.  Foremost  in  rank  in  the  society  of  Peters- 
burg stands  the  Prince  Pierre  Yolkonski,  Chrand 
Ministre  de  la  Cour^  distinguished  outwardly  by 
his  diamond  insignia  of  office,  and  by  a  medal 
of  the  Winter  Palace,  set  in  magnificent  dia- 
monds, presented  to  him  on  the  rebuilding  of 
this  edifice,  both  of  which  hang  gleaming  with 
his  other  decorations  on  the  left  side  of  the 
ample  breast  of  his  uniform.  This  prince  has 
the  direction  of  all  the  expenditure  of  the 
Imperial  family — ^the  office  of  arranging  all 
entertainments  and  festivities:  the  immediate 
protection  of  the  Empress's  person  also  de- 
volves on  him,  he  being  her  official  attendant 
at  all  public  places  and  on  all  occasions  of 
travel.  It  is  he  who  has  the  charge  of  the 
crown  jewels,  and  the  care  of  providing  the 
necessary  sets  of  jewels  for  the  daughters  of 
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the  Emperor  as  they  attain  womanhood.  It 
waa  amusing  to  hear  the  good  prince,  who 
has  a  manly  exterior  and  truly  martial  air, 
sigh  over  the  expenses  of  tJie  Grand  Duchess 
Marie's  late  marriage — for  by  the  Emperor's 
will  she  retains  her  maiden  title — and  calcu- 
late what  Would  be  necessary  for  "  Olga," 
and  what  *' piwr  la  femme  de  fHerttier." 
From  iho  check  which  the  prudence  and.  respon- 
sibility of  Prince  Pierre  Yolkonski  sonjetimes 
place  over  the  lavish  expt-nditure  of  the  court, 
and  from  his  uncensiug  clTorts  to  detect  inipo> 
sition  and  lessen  i  Ttravagance,  this  nobleman, 
like  many  another  in  the  same  situation,  has  at- 
tracted much  undeserved  ill  will  to  his  pereon. 
Count  Benkendorfi"  is  another  most  conspicu- 
ous character  both  in  Russian  history  and  in 
the  Peferslmrg  world.  This  nublemanmay  be 
cited  as  a  rare  instance  of  one  who,  while  he  is 
the  intimate  friend  and  confidant,  in  short, 
what  may  be  termed  the  favourite,  of  the  Em- 
jieror,  is  himself  the  most  jiopular  man  with 
all  classes  uf  his  subjects ;  and  thus  the  con- 
nection, both  official  and  anneal,  which,  ever 
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since  the  period  of  the  accession,  has  existed 
between  the  reigning  sovereign  and  himself,  is 
one  equally  honourable  to  both.  By  the  union 
of  the  happiest  tact,  the  profoundest  discretion, 
and  the  soundest  integrity,  Count  Benkendorff 
has  obtained  an  influence  with  his  Majesty 
which,  exerted  only  on  the  side  of  humanity 
and  benevolence,  is  hailed  with  pleasure  by 
every  one.  In  his  more  especial  department 
as  head  of  the  secret  police  he  has  earned  for 
himself  a  confidence  and  affection  which  cer- 
tainly no  chef  in  this  ominous  capacity  ever 
enjoyed  before,  and  it  is  matter  of  universal 
gratulation  throughout  the  empire  that  this 
office  is  placed  in  such  hands. 

Count  Benkendorff*  is  brother  to  the  late 
popular  ambassadress  to  London,  the  Princess 
Lieven. 

Count  Nesselrode  is  another  distinguished 
individual  of  private  popularity  and  public 
celebrity  who  enlivens  these  circles  with  his 
astute  sense  and  playful  wit. 

And  many  other  great  names  might  be  spe- 
cified if  space  allowed. 
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It  seems  natural  that  individuals  with  whom 
politics  necessarily  occupy  so  large  a  portion 
of  time  and  thought,  who  return  direct  from 
the  senate,  or  from  the  private  conference,  to 
their  domestic  circles,  should  involuntarily 
continue  the  train  of  idea  aloud.  But  such 
is  the  necessity  or  the  habit  of  discretion,  that 
not  a  word  transpires  to  betray  the  occupa- 
tion or  the  circle  they  have  just  quitted ;  save 
perhaps  to  a  wife  or  daughter — "  L' Empereiir 
fa  irouvce  Hen  joUe  hier  au  bal,'*  or  "  I'a  mute 
ddScieute." 

Once,  on  occasion  of  a  small  dinner  where 
Prince  Vol  konski,  Count  BenkendorfF,  the  vene- 
rable Prince  Lubctski,  and  other  distinguished 
characters,  were  united,  the  conversation  fell 
U[K»n  the  organisation  of  the  senate — the  diffi- 
culty of  expressing  themselves  in  Russian,  now 
the  language  of  the  state — the  little  practice 
which  the  nature  of  the  government  affords  for 
addressing  numbers; — but  of  the  matter  there 
discussed,  Gott  beh&te!  not  one  word. 

From  the  national  enjoyment  which  Russians 
of  all  classes  take  in  every  sj)ecies  of  scenic 
m3 
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diversion,  the  theatre  is  particularly  a  pq^ular 
amusement.    Taglioni  is  now  the  great  star 
of  attraction ;  and j  earessSe  by  the  Imperial 
family,   worshipped    by    the    young   noUeSi 
applauded  by  overflowing  audiences,  and  mort 
munificently  paid,  this  poetess  of  the  ballet  hai 
every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with   her  northen 
visit.     But  poor  Taglioni  has   suffered  deejdy 
here ;  and,  while  she  danoes  at  night  under  the 
least  possible  encumbrance  of  gauze  drapery, 
appears  by  day,  her  little  girl   in  her  hand, 
shrouded  in  the  deepest  widow's   mournings 
not  for  her  husband,  but  for  a  lover,  who  it 
seems  had  proved  the  more  constant  friend  of 
the  two.     At  all  events,  there  are  not  many  in 
Petersburg  who  may  throw  stones  ; — nor,  to  do 
them  justice,  do  they  seem  disposed. 

Herself  at  the  Grand  T/iedtre,  Madame  Allan 
at  the  Thidtre  Michel,  draw  alternate  crowds, 
Taglioni's  most  popular  character  is  the  Tyen^ 
or  rOmbrey  in  which  she  has  danced  sixty  times 
in  succession.  Here  she  is  introduced  on  the 
stage  only  to  die  in  the  first  act  by  the  jealous 
hand  of  a  rival,  and  to  re-appear  during  the 
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rest  as  a  mere  airy  spirit,  in  which  capacity  her 
ethereal  movements  and  floating  sylphlike 
graces,  for  which  au  earthly  form  seems  too 
gross,  have  full  play.  Every  winged  l>ound, 
or  languid  glide,  or  clean-cut  pirouette,  was 
hailed  with  deafening  applause;  the  Emperor 
and  his  heir  clapping  their  hands  with  all  their 
might,  and  the  vast  parterre  of  military  vocife- 
rating her  name,  which,  beneath  the  liquid  open 
intonation  of  a  Russian  throat,  was  metamor- 
phosed to  a  sound  which  must  have  struck  as 
sttsngely  upon  her  ear  us  upon  my  own. 

The  decorative  scenes  of  the  great  theatre  arc 
particularly  magnificent.  In  the  ballet  of  the 
Tyen,  by  a  novel  and  most  happy  arrangement, 
the  entire  background  of  the  etage  was  filled 
with  an  unbroken  sheet  of  mirror,  before  which 
various  figures  moved  iii  graceful  cadence — or 
rather  what  appeared  to  be  such — fur  the  whole 
was  an  ocular  deception  brought  about  by  an 
ingenious  disposition  of  the  figures,  each  of 
whom  tK-iug  accompanie<l  and  strictly  mimicked 
in  action  by  a  figure  of  exactly  t>imilar  size  and 
costume,  with  a  sheet  of  transparent  gauze 
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intervening,  all  the  effect  of  reflection  was 
produced.  It  occurred  to  few  that  the  auclience 
found  no  reflection  in  this  apparent  mirror. 

It  was  here  that  the  only  opportunity  of  see- 
ing the  Empress  occurred — her  Majesty^s  state 
of  health  forbidding  her  all  other  participation 
in  the  amusements  of  the  season.     And  even 
here,  in  order  to  avoid  the  risk  of  exposure  to  the 
air,  her  Majesty  arrived  in  her  morning  dress, 
being   preceded    by  her  waiting-women   with 
several  cartons  which  were  visible  in  the  with- 
drawing-room  behind  the  Imperial  box,   and 
where   her  Majesty    attired    herself    for    the 
evening.      The   theatres  are  all  heated,    and 
sometimes  to  an  excessive  degree — ^the  ther- 
mometer in   our   box  standing  at  82^.     Her 
Majesty's  malady  appeared  to  be  of  a  highly 
nervous  nature,  with  an  incessant  restlessness  of 
person  and  change  of  position.     Her  Majesty's 
person  bore  traces  of  symmetry,  but  in  her  pre- 
sent debilitated  and   emaciated  state    it    was 
impossible   to  judge  of   her  former  personal 
attractions. 

The  Imperial  family  generally  occupy  a  box 
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next  to  tlie  stage  and  contiguous  to  la  loge 
Michel:  opposite  is  a  corrcspoDding  and  simi- 
larly decorated  box  set  apart  for  le  Miniatre  de 
la  Cour.  The  centre  state  box  is  seldom  resorted 
to,  and  was  more  fretiueutly  occupied  by  the 
Queen  of  one  of  the  lately  conquered  Asiatic 
tribes,  who  resides  in  Petersburg  upon  a  pension 
from  the  Crown — one  whom  a  lively  comiia- 
uion  desiguated  as  "  la  tieillefie  Caraltosne," 
and  who  truly,  in  a  fantastic  oriental  costume, 
and  attended  by  ladies  of  the  same  style  of 
physiognomy,  appeared  to  preside  over  a  very 
court  of  ugliness. 

In  addition  to  his  other  numerous  chaises, 
the  censorship  of  the  theatres  falls  to  the  share 
of  Count  Beukendorff,  who  scrutinizes  every 
play  liefore  its  performance.  Nevertheless  the 
French  theatre  is  not  so  select  as  to  render 
tliat  long  habitude  necessary  to  follow  every 
word  of  a  rapid  French  dialogue  by  any  means 
desirable. 

Occasionally  Taglioni'a  ballet  gave  place  to 
a  very  different  scene,  both  as  respects  actors 
and  audience — namely,  to  the  iwrformance  of 
a  Russian  opera,  the  first  ever  written,  called 
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**  Jishn  za  Zara,''  or  "  Your  life  for  your  Zar :" 
the  music  by  Glinki,  the  words  by  Baron 
Rosen.  This  opera^  equally  from  the  popu- 
larity of  the  subject  and  the  beauty  and  na* 
tionality  of  the  music,  has  met  with  the  utmost 
success.  The  plot  of  the  piece,  as  far  as  we 
could  fathom  it,  was  the  concealment  and  sub- 
sequent discovery  of  the  true  Zar,  and  his 
final  coronation  at  Moscow,  with  a  splendid 
representation  of  the  Kremlin.  This  is  woven 
up  with  a  love-tale,  and  rendered  interesting 
by  the  fidelity  of  a  fine  old  Russian  with  a  long 
beard  and  a  bass  voice,  who  eventually  pays 
for  his  adherence  with  his  life. 

The  music  was  strikingly  national,  and  one 
trio  in  particular  appeared  to  combine  every 
peculiar  beauty  of  Russian  melody  and  pathos, 
and  will  doubtless  acquire  a  European  cele^ 
brity.  It  was  very  strange  to  see  true  Russians 
personating  true  Russians — gallery,  pit,  and 
stage  being  equally  filled  with  the  same 
bearded  and  caftaned  figures.  The  national 
feeling  seemed  in  every  heart  and  on  every 
lip ;  any  allusion  to  the  Zar — and  the  subject 
was  thickly  strewn  with  them — ^was  pronounced 
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by  the  acton  with  Uie  utmost  animatioD,  and 
responded  to  by  electric  ehouta  from  the 
audience.  Nor  was  there  any  casual  iuduce- 
ment  for  this  display  of  loyalty,  for  neither  his 
Majesty  nor  any  of  the  Imperial  family  were 
present. 

These  are  the  ecenes,  more  than  any  lux- 
urious entertainment  or  military  parade,  which 
reveal  the  strengtii  of  the  Crown. 

From  careful  observation,  and  Uie  judgment 
of  those  longer  experienced,  it  would  appear 
that  the  guarantees  for  tlie  continued  stability 
of  Russia  lie  exclusively  in  tlie  person  of  the 
monarch  and  iu  the  body  of  the  people.  In 
the  nobility,  whose  elements  of  national  clia- 
ractiT  fall  far  beneath  those  of  bis  serf,  the 
monarch  6ndg  no  efficient  help.  Foreign  edu- 
cation uud  contact  has,  with  a  few  brilliant  ex- 
ceptions, rendered  tliem  adepbt  in  the  luxury 
and  frivolity  rather  than  in  the  humanity  of 
civiliztttioii,  or  grafted  them  with  democratic 
Utopian  ideas  tliat  in  uo  state,  and  Ic-ai^t  uf  all 
in  Russia,  can  bring  forth  good  fruit.  The 
Emperor,  therefore,  has  full  ground  for  the 
double  mistrust  with  which  he  views  money 
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taken  out  of  the  empire  and  pernicious  ideas 
brought  in. 

Again,  in  the  so-called  middle  claas — here 
the  mere  excrescence  of  a  partial  civilizatioa, 
who  have  renounced  all  of  their  nationality 
save  its  barbarity — all  real  support  to  tlie  Crown 
seems  still  further  removed.  These  oocupv 
the  lower  departments  of  the  state,  clogging 
all  straightforward  dealing,  perverting  tbe 
real  intentioD  of  the  laws,  and  intercepting 
every  humane  Imperial  act  by  the  most  cun- 
ning anil  unpriucipled  dishonesty.  What  will 
be  said  of  other  and  more  important  intentions 
of  the  Emperor  when  it  is  known  that  tlie 
snuffbox  destined  to  reward  some  act  of  bene- 
volence, which  leaves  the  Imperial  hands  era- 
bossed  with  diamonds,  reaches  those  of  its 
destined  owner  deprived  of  every  stone  !  And 
no  redress  is  to  be  had  under  laws  where  an 
equal  accumulation  of  formalities  and  liabilitv 
to  abuse  meet  the  innocent  at  every  tuni< 

Despised  by  ihe  nobles,  this  class  retaliate  b^' 
a  species  of  persecution  which  it  is  impossihle 
to  guard  against.  No  lion's  mouth,  or  feniiliar* 
of  the  Inquisition,  are  needed  in  a  state  of  things 
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where,  ere  a  false  denunciation  caii  be  sifWd 
and  dismissed,  tlie  denounced  is  equally 
ruined  in  purse  and  worn  out  with  constant 
care ;  and  nowhere,  sad  to  say,  are  denuncia- 
tions of  this  kind  so  frequent  as  at  this  time 
in  Russia — nowhere  so  tedious  and  ruinous  in 
their  exposure.  Rank,  consideration,  long 
service,  and  high  reputation  are  of  no  avail. 
Once  an  accusation  is  laid,  however  it  may 
bear  the  stamp  of  malice,  it  must  distil 
through  all  the  corkscrew  windings  of  the 
Russian  law,  ere  the  projwrty  of  the  accused 
be  released  from  sequestration,  or  his  mind 
from  the  most  corroding  anxiety — and  this 
done,  there  is  neither  compensation  fur  the 
injured  nor  punishment  for  the  injurer,  who 
has  thus  cloaked  hi?  cupidity  or  revenge  under 
the  semblance  of  what  the  people  honour  most, 
viz.  his  loyalty. 

This  class  it  is  who  have  made  the  Russian 
courts  of  justice  a  byword  and  a  proverb — who 
have  called  down  upon  Russia  the  unmerited 
sarcasm  of  being  "pourrie  avani  tf^tre  mure" — 
white,  by  a  natural   retribution,   the  name  of 
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Chinovnikf  or  the  betitled  (for  these  men  are 
generally  distinguished  by  an  order)»  is  fast 
becoming  the  synonym  for  low  dishonesty  and 
intrigue.  The  national  proverb  which  says  no 
Russian  without  ^^  Chaif  Tschi,  and  Chin** — tea, 
sour-krout,  and  a  title— is  perfectly  true ;  but  the 
sarcasm  on  the  latter  is  derived  from  the  abuse 
of  a  noble  principle.  Peter  the  Great,  the  weU- 
intentioned  founder  of  this  rage  for  orders  in 
Russia,  was  right  when  he  foresaw  the  Tenera- 
tion  with  which  the  mass  of  the  people  would 
regard  every  individual  invested  with  an  in- 
signia emanating  direct  from  the  soyereigu, 
and  calculated  thereby  on  putting  a  wholesome 
power  into  the  hands  of  the  middle  ranks: 
but  he  reckoned  too  soon  on  the  formation  of 
this  class,  which,  to  be  safe  or  to  be  useful,  must 
be  gradual  and  spontaneous  in  growth ;  and 
the  careless  and  lavish  hand  with  which  orders 
have  been  distributed  since  his  reign  has  only 
debased  the  distinction  without  elevating  the 
possessor. 

It  is  predicted  that,  should  any  political  con- 
vulsion  occur  in  Russia,  this  miserable  class. 
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who  Bu£Fcr  the  double  ill  fate  of  ideas  below 
their  station,  aud  a  station  abore  their  main- 
tenauce,  would  meet  with  the  nobility  in  jarring 
collision,  and  with  equal  danger  to  both,  while 
the  Crown,  6rmly  se;>to<l  in  the  instinctive 
loyalty  of  the  people,  would  have  nought  to 
fear.  By  »  providential  adaptation  which  eur- 
pasaesall  !!peculation  of  legislative  philosophy, 
the  people  of  Russia  venerate  their  sovereign 
ftimpiy  because  he  is  absolute,  With  them 
respect  for  the  anointed  sovereign  is  a  religion  ; 
and  to  rostriet  him  by  human  ordinances  would 
be  to  strip  him  of  his  divine  credentials.  What 
Zar  has  yet  been  dethroned  or  murdered  by  an 
act  of  the  people? 

What  a  magnificent  engine,  thus  weighted, 
is  ttie  ]K)wer  of  a  Russian  sovereign !  With 
the  mind  filleil  by  the  absoluteness  of  his  sway, 
and  tlie  eye  powessed  by  the  magnificence  of 
his  jMirsoD,  Nicholas  I.  seems  too  grand  a 
combination  for  mortal  ken.  But  these  are 
subjects  beyond  my  intention.  Let  me  now 
resume  my  outward  life. 

A  dav  has  been  devoted  to  Zarskoe  Selo — 
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literally  Imperial  village  ;  to  which  a  railroad 
from  Petersburg  offers  the  easiest  access.  It 
was  a  sharp  frost  with  a  beautiful  sun,  the 
steam  pouring  off  against  a  hard  bright  sky. 
The  moment  of  starting  being  delayed,  we 
quitted  the  carriage  to  hasten  to  the  station- 
house.  Here  was  congregated  together  that 
picturesque  crowd  which  the  variety  of  Russian 
costumes  always  offer  :— officers  in  grey  miK- 
tary  cloaks — women  with  every  bright  colour 
on  their  persons — priests  in  Rembrandt  colour 
and  costume — Mougiks  with  aquiline  noses 
and  long  beards,  and  even  a  Russian  specimen 
of  Pickwick !  We  placed  ourselves  in  the 
fourth  carriage, commodiously  fitted  up  with  soft 
easy  seats,  and,  pulling  down  the  glass,  braved 
the  frost  for  a  short  time  to  contemplate  the 
peculiarity  of  the  landscape. 

Russia  is  the  country  for  railroads — no  hills^ 
no  vales — no  beautiful  parks  to  intersect — ^no 
old  family  hearts  to  break.  On  either  hand 
was  a  plain  of  snow,  so  devoid  of  object  as  hardly 
to  indicate  the  swiftness  of  our  movements. 
Above  half-way  appeared  in  the  distance  a  caa* 
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tellated  mansion,  where  Catherine  II.  was  wont 
to  relax  from  the  Empress  ;  and  upon  the  hori- 
zon was  the  slight  but  only  elevation  of  Zarskoe 
Selo.  The  distance,  about  twenty-five  wersts, 
we  iiccompUshed  in  twenty  minutes. 

Alighting,  we  took  to  an  open  sledge,  and 
drove  to  the  great  palace,  which  presents  a  long 
and  dnll  front  decorated  with  figures  and 
pilasters,  formerly  covered  with  gilding,  now 
replaced  by  yellow  paint.  This  ])alace  has, 
since  Alexander's  death,  been  abandoned  bv 
the  Imperial  family,  and  is  therefore  bare  of 
furniture,  though  with  great  richness  of  wails 
and  floors ;  the  former  either  in  simple  white 
and  gold,  or  hung  with  rich  silks  ^the  latter 
parqueted  in  the  most  graceful  designs  and 
tender  colours,  still  as  fresh  as  when  first  laid 
down.  The  two  apartments  of  most  attraction 
were  the  lapis-lazuli  room,  where  strips  of  this 
stone  are  inlaid  into  the  walls,  with  a  few  slabs 
and  tables  of  the  same;  and  the  amber  room, 
where  the  walls  are  literally  panelled  with 
this  material  In  various  arcliitectural  shapes; 
the  arms  of  Frederic  the  Great,  by  whom  it  was 
presented  to  Catherine  II.,  being  moulded  in 
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different  compartments,  with  the  Imperial 
cipher,  the  Russian  £.,  for  Ekaterina.  Two 
grand  ball-rooms  were  also  conspicuoos,  the 
upper  end  of  each  being  occupied  by  a  collec- 
tion of  the  most  splendid  china  vases  placed  on 
circular  tiers  up  to  the  ceiling,  and  designated 
by  the  same  Imperial  E. 

The  whole  palace  respired  recollections  of 
Catherine  II.  There  were  her  private  roomsi 
with  the  small  door  communicating  with  the 
reigning  favourite's  apartments ;  and  the  gentle 
descent  leading  into  the  garden  by  which  she 
was  wheeled  up  and  down  when  infirmity  had 
deprived  her  of  the  use  of  her  limbs. 

But  the  sentiment  of  the  edifice  dwelt  in  the 
simple  rooms  of  the  late  Emperor  Alexander, 
whom  all  remember  with  affection,  and  speak 
of  with  melancholy  enthusiasm.  His  apart- 
ments have  been  kept  exactly  as  he  left  them 
when  he  departed  for  Taganrog.  His  writing- 
cabinet,  a  small  light  room  with  scagliola  walb, 
seemed  as  if  the  Imperial  inmate  had  just 
turned  his  back.  There  was  his  writing-table 
in  confusion — his  well-blotted  case^the  pens 
black  with  ink.    Through  this  watr  his  simple 
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bed-room,  where  in  an  alcove,  on  a  slight  camp 
bedstead  with  linen  coverlet,  lay  the  fine  person 
and  troubled  heart  of  poor  Alexander.  Ou 
one  side  was  the  small  table  with  the  little 
green  morocco  looking-glass — his  simple  En- 
lish  shaving  apparatus — his  brushes,  combs — 
a  pocket-handkerchief  marked  Z.  23.  On  a 
chair  lay  a  wom  military  surtout — beneath 
were  his  manly  boots.  There  was  something 
very  painful  in  these  relics.  If  preserved  by 
fraternal  affection,  it  seems  strange  that  the 
same  feeling  should  not  shield  them  from 
stranger  eyes  and  touch. 

Thepaliice  of  the  Emperor  XicholaB,originalIy 
built,  upon  the  marriage  of  her  grandson  Alex- 
ander, by  the  Empress  Calheriue,  excited  very 
different  feelings.  It  was  simpler  in  decoration 
than  many  a  noble's  at  Petersburg,  clean  as 
possible,  and  light  with  the  rays  of  the  bright 
winter's  sun.  The  only  objects  on  the  plain 
walls  of  the  great  drawing-room  were  a  small 
print  of  Admiral  Sir  E.  Codrington,  and  the 
bust<(  of  the  seven  Imiteriul  children  in  infantine 
beauty.  The  Emperor's  own  room,  iu  point  of 
heavy  writing-tables  and  bureaux  was  that  of 
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a  man  of  business,  but  his  military  tastes  peeped 
through  all.  Around  on  the  walls  were  arranged 
glass  cases  containing  models  of  the  different 
cavalry  regiments,  executed,  man  and  horse, 
with  the  greatest  beauty,  and  right,  as  a  mili- 
tary attendant  assured  us,  to  a  button;  and 
this  it  seems  is  the  one  thing  needful.  Paint- 
ings of  military  manceuvres  and  stiff  squares 
of  soldiers  were  also  dispersed  through  his 
apartments. 

Leaving  this,  we  proceeded  to  the  arsenal,  a 
recent  red  brick  erection  in  English  Gothic,  in 
the  form  of  many  an  old  English  gatehouse, 
and  a  most  picturesque  object  in  the  most 
picturesque  part  of  these  noble  gardens.  Here 
a  few  weather-beaten  veterans  reside,  who, 
peeping  at  our  party  through  the  latticed 
windows,  opened  the  arched  doors,  and,  once 
within,  to  an  antiquarian  eye,  all  was  enchant- 
ment. For  several  successions  the  Russian 
sovereigns  have  amassed  a  collection  of  armour 
and  curious  antique  instruments.  These  have 
been  increased  in  the  reign  of  his  present 
Majesty,  who  erected  his  building  purposely 
for  their  reception,  and  intrusted  their  dasBifi- 
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cation  and  arrangement  to  an  Euglishnian : 
and  truly  that  g(;ntleman  lias  dune  credit  to  the 
known  antiquarian  tastus  of  his  own  land. 

It  would  be  impoasiblc  to  enumemtc  the 
objects  here  preserved,  consisting  chiefly  of 
ancient  arramir.  weajKins  and  accoutrements  of 
pvery  description,  for  man  and  horse,  from  every 
warh'ke  nation  txitli  Christian  and  idolater. 
Figures  in  armour  guard  the  entrance  and  lead 
the  eye  along  the  winding  staircase,  whence 
yon  enter  a  lofty  circular  vaulfcd  hall,  with 
oak  flooring,  and  walls  hung  round  with  car- 
binejs  lances,  Stc.,  in  fancifid  devices,  aud  where, 
placed  on  higli  pedestals  in  a  circle  round  the 
room,  are  eight  ctiucstrian  figures  in  Ml 
■oeoutremcntti  and  as  large  as  life;  like  our 
kings  ill  the  Tower.  BftW(H_>n  these  you  pass 
un  to  various  little  alcoves  or  oratories  with 
groined  ceiling  and  Btained  window,  whose  light 
falls  on  the  gorgeously  wrought  silver  cn>f» 
or  precious  missal  of  some  early  pope — or  on 
the  diamoTid-and-pearl-woven  trapping:*  of  pre- 
sent Turkish  luxury  ;  or  on  the  hunting-horn, 
witii  ivory  handle  of  exquisitely  carved  Bgures, 
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of  some  doughty  German  Markgraf  of  the 
olden  time — or  on  the  jousting  instruments  and 
other  playthings  of  the  amazons  of  Catherine 
II.'s  court. 

But  this  pleasant  arsenal^  the  only  memento 
in  this  capital  of  modem  objects  and  ephemeral 
feshions  which  recals  the  past,  would  require 
a  volume  to  itself,  and  offers  inexhaustible 
interest  to  the  artist  in  mind,  and  a  very 
treasury  of  beautiful  subjects  to  the  artist  in 
profession.  By  command  of  the  Emperor  a 
most  careful  and  elaborate  delineation  of  its 
contents,  by  the  best  artists  of  the  day,  and 
under  the  direction  of  M.  Velten  of  Petersburg, 
is  going  forward ; — to  appear  in  numbers,  of 
which  at  present  only  two  have  been  completed, 
and  of  each  only  two  copies  printed,  the  one 
belonging  to  his  Majesty,  the  other  to  Count 
Benkendorft\  These  are  the  most  exquisite 
specimens  of  drawing  and  emblazonry,  and 
offer  an  interest  only  second  to  that  of  the 
arsenal  itself  But  the  price  is  high — ^five 
hundred  roubles  a  number. 

Leaving  this  building,  we  passed  on  throusrh 
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the  extensive  gardens  of  Zarskoe  Selo,  where  a 
graceful  distribution  of  grounds,  though  hidden 
with  several  feet  of  snow,  and  lofty  groups  of 
trees,  though  laden  only  with  the  sparkling 
white  foliage  of  a  Russian  winter,  give  presage 
of  the  many  beauties  that  summer  will  awaken. 
On  die  one  hand  was  the  tower  of  i'Htritier — 
an  ornamental  building  in  several  stories, 
where  tiiis  young  prince  resided  with  his 
preceptors,  aud  studied,  played,  mealed,  and 
slept  in  different  stages.  On  the  other  hand 
were  the  baby-houses  of  the  young  Grand 
Duchesses,  where  they  carriiHl  on  a  mimic 
menage.  Acconliug  to  all  accounts  the  child- 
hood of  the  Imperial  children  approached  nearer 
to  the  fairy  times  of  wishing  aud  having  than 
would  be  well  credited.  With  tlie  bright  spirit 
of  perpetual  amubcment  fur  their  mother,  and 
the  fonnidahle  genius  of  abscjliite  power  for 
their  father,  these  ciiildrc^n  seemed  to  mark  the 
progress  of  age  only  by  the  variety  and  un- 
limitedness  of  their  pastimes.  This  ajiplies, 
however,  more  to  the  daughters  of  the  bouse, 
who  Were  the  envy  of  all  their  juvenile  coQtem- 
N  2 


268  LBTTBRS  FROM  THB  BALTIC.  [Lbxtbb  XXIV. 

poraries  :  with  the  sons  the  application  of 
military  discipline  formed  the  boundary  of 
personal  indulgence. 

It  has  been  the  fashion  in  Russia,  and  the  im- 
pression has  even  crept  to  foreign  countries,  to 
extol  the  domestic  life  and  habits  of  the  present 
Imperial  fieimily.  But  it  would  appear  as  if  the 
complete  familiarity,  both  between  the  members 
of  the  family  itself  and  in  their  manners  towards 
others,  which  the  absence  of  etiquette  permits, 
has  been  mistaken  for  a  simplicity  from  which 
it  is  far  removed.  For  it  is  not  easy  to  recon- 
cile the  idea  of  domestic  tastes  and  habits  ^^  ith 
the  entire  discouragement  of  all  rational  occu- 
pations, and  the  ceaseless  thirst  for  amusement. 
Of  the  Empress  it  is  said,  as  of  many  other 
ladies  in  Petersburg — "jB/fc  est  bonne  femme^ 
ette  aime  ses  enfans ;"  but  now  by  some  in 
these  private  circles  even  this  "  damning  with 
*  feint  praise  '*  is  substituted  for  less  guarded 
expressions. 

As  for  the  Emperor,  his  high  moral  character 
has  been  the  pride  of  the  Russian  world ;  and 
though  much  is  now  whispered  to  invalidate 
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this  opiDion,  yet,  by  one  of  the  lightest  and 
prettiest  women  in  the  high  circles,  it  was  said 
of  liim,  with  an  accent  of  entire  sincerity,  "  //  ne 
peut  pas  C-lre  leger ;  il  vous  dit  tout  crument 
quit  vous  trauve  Joite,  mau  rien  de  plus." 
NeverUieless,  in  her  Majesty's  place,  I  should 
rather  mistrust  this  passion  for  masked  balls  I 
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Visit  to  the  Ateliers  of  BriUloff,  Baron  Klot,  M.  Jacques, 
M.  LAdoumaire — The  l8aac*8  Church — ^M.  le  Maire — 
Gallery  of  Prince  Belozelsky — Tauride  Palace — Church 
of  Smolna,  and  adjacent  institutions  —  Procession  of 
young  girls  in  court  carriages  —  Winter  aspect  of  the 
streets — Night  drives — Lent  and  farewell. 

After  our  expedition  to  Zarskoe  Selo,  ano- 
ther day  was  devoted  to  seeing  those  objects 
in  Petersburg  which  are  worthy  every  tra- 
veller's attention,  and  yet  lie  not  in  the  tra- 
veller's regular  routine.  We  commenced  with 
tlie  ateliers  of  the  diflferent  modem  artists.  In 
this  expedition  Prince  V.  was  my  escort,  whose 
taste  for  art  is  proportioned  to  the  other  fine 
qualities  with  which  Nature  has  so  lavishly 
gifted  him.  It  was  a  beautiful  day — the  ther- 
mometer 6^  below  zero ;  and  yet,  wrapped  in 
furs,  the  still,  clear  air  was  not  otherwise  than 
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agreeable.  We  first  proceeded  to  the  Academy 
of  Arts,  on  the  Wassili-Ostrof,  and  entered 
BrulIoft''s  great  working-room.  Here  various 
studies  and  half-finished  pictures  engaged  our 
attention,  especially  an  Ascension  of  the  Virgin, 
with  seraphs  and  cherubims — a  large,  arched 
picture,  destined  for  an  altar-piece.  However 
beautiful  in  form,  and  orthodox,  artistically 
speaking,  in  composition,  there  was  something 
about  this  picture  which  indicated  ratJier  the 
Feiitraiut  than  the  indulguiice  of  BritUoirs 
genius,  which,  to  our  view,  seemed  fitted  for 
forms  and  expressions  less  celestial,  for  move- 
ments more  rapid,  and  for  colouring  more 
florid.  And  on  removing  to  his  lodgings,  in 
another  part  of  the  Academy,  where,  unfor- 
tunately, the  spirit  of  tEie  chamber  was  absent, 
our  surmises  were  verified  ;  for  here,  scattered 
about,  were  the  freer  emanations  of  his  pen- 
cil :  groups  of  dancing  figures,  with  all  the 
flow  of  Rubens  —  sultanas  couched  in  every 
languid  attitude — animals,  elephants  and  dogs 
— all  touched  with  that  freedom  and  fire  which 
■         forms  the  chief  charm  of  lii^  great  picture,  the  ■ 
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sculptor,  now  engaged  on  a  colossal  figure  of 
Peter  tlie  Great,  thirty  feet  high,  placed  on  a 
pedestal,  with  a  truncheon  in  his  hand,  which, 
when  cast  in  bronze,  is  to  occupy  a  conspicuous 
position  at  the  entrance  of  Cronstadt  harbour. 
We  surprised  M.  Jacques  at  his  work,  who 
showed  us  the  utmost  courtesy  and  attention. 

The  room  of  M.  Ladournaire,  a  painter  of 
portraits  and  subject-pictures,  next  claimed 
our  attention.  The  principal  object  of  attrac- 
tion was  a  lai^  picture,  painted  by  command 
of  the  Emperor,  representing  the  inauguration 
of  the  Alexander's  column,  on  which  occasion 
a  review  of  a  hundred  thousand  troops  took 
place.  On  the  right  is  the  Winter  Palace, 
treated,  as  the  character  of  its  architecture 
warrants,  in  the  Canaletti  manner.  For  that 
day,  a  temporary  balcony  from  the  ikcoihI 
floor  of  the  pulace,  with  awnings,  and  a  mag- 
nificent sweep  of  steps  on  either  hand,  w.is 
erected ;  where  are  seen  the  persons  of  the 
Empress  and  her  conrt,  and  where,  though 
reduced  to  figures  not  above  an  inch  long,  we 
recognised  many  aoqoaintances.  Od  the  left 
K  3 
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is  seen  the  column  in  questioD,  and  between 
these  two  chief  objects  is  the  dusty  review 
—the  figures  of  the  Emperor,  with  Count  Ben- 
kendorff  and  others  of  his  general  aides-de- 
camp, in  the  foreground.  Considering  the 
disadvantage  of  the  subject,  M.  Ladoumaire 
has  rendered  it  unusually  picturesque  and  in- 
teresting. 

Another  subject  of  greater  interest  was  that 
of  the  Heritier  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance 
to  his  father  on  attaining  his  twenty-first  year. 
On  this  occasion  the  young  prince  showed 
much  of  that  gentleness  of  nature  which  his 
countenance  evinces ;  and  when  he  came  to 
the  words  "  et  quand  le  Seigneur  m'enlepera 
mon  pire,"  his  emotion  almost  overcame  him. 
All  unite  in  extolling  the  kindness  of  heart 
and  gentleness  of  spirit  with  which  the  Heritier 
of  Russia  is  endowed. 

Tliis  Academy  seems  in  every  way  to  carry 
out  the  intention  of  its  foundress.  The  various 
ateliers  we  had  visited,  all  spacious  and  appro- 
priate, are  furnished  by  this  institution  to  its 
members,  while    the    education  and   foreign 
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study  of  every  pupil  of  promise  is  also  given 
gratuitously. 

We  now  retraced  our  steps  over  the  Isaac's 
bridge,  and  entered  the  circle  of  temporary 
buildings  with  which  the  great  Isaac's  Church, 
which  the  Russians  already  designate  as  the 
SaboT,  or  cathedral,  is  surrounded.  Never  was 
pure  Corinthian  seen  beneath  so  piercing  a 
climate;  and  yet  tlie  clearness  and  transpa- 
rency of  the  atmosphere  were  such,  that,  to  the 
organ  of  vision  alone,  it  might  have  been  mis- 
taken for  the  heated  and  glowing  sky  of  Greece. 
This  building  is  in  the  form  of  an  equal  crons, 
with  four  grand  entrances,  approachwl  by  a 
flight  of  granite  steps,  eacli  whole  flight  in  one 
entire  piece  ;  but,  after  the  Alexander's  column, 
this  is  nothing  for  Petersburg.  We  entered 
the  transept  fronting  the  Neva,  which  is  also 
the  most  advanced  towards  completion.  This 
alone  is  a  building  of  enormous  magnitude,  on 
too  largL-  a  scale  for  us  human  pigmies,  unless 
we  except  this  magnificent  Emperor.  The 
Tastness  of  the  whole  editice,  when  completed, 
may  therefore  be  conjectured.    The  original 
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design  of  the  cathedral  at  Cologne  is  not  nearly 
so  gigantic.  The  embellishments  of  the  fii^ade 
and  windows  are  intrusted  to  other  iMulptors, 
who  share  with  those  we  have  moitioned  is 
this  grand  task.  The  atelier  of  M.  le  Mairev 
a  French  sculptor  engaged  for  this  purpose, 
was  close  by ;  the  department  assigned  to  hhn 
is  the  group  of  figures  on  the  pediment  of  one 
of  the  fe^ades — ^the  subject  the  Angel  at  the 
Tomb,  with  the  Magdalen  and  other  female 
figures  on  the  one  side,  and  the  terrified  sol- 
diers, in  eveiy  attitude  of  consternation,  on  the 
other :  the  figures  eight  feet  in  height.  These 
are  all  to  be  in  bronze-gilt,  though,  to  increase 
the  relief  of  the  figures,  M.  le  Maire  intends 
suggesting  to  the  Imperial  sanction  whether  it 
would  not  be  expedient  to  leave  the  back- 
ground of  the  pediment  the  colour  of  the 
metal. 

Having  thus  taken  an  aggregate  of  the  art- 
ists whom  Russia  has  sent  forth  from  her  own 
academy,  or  summoned  from  others,  we  bent 
our  course  along  the  length  of  the  Nevsky  to 
the  residence  of  Prince  Belozelsky.     This  no- 
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bleman  possesses  a  tine  gfallerj  of  paintings, 
collected  by  bis  fatber,  a  connoifiseur  of  esta- 
blished fame,  during  a  long-  residence  in  Italy, 
A  splendid  Guido,  Mercury  and  Flora  strew- 
ing the  distant  earth  with  roses,  and  drawn 
with  cords  by  fluttering  Cupids,  is  the  chef- 
d'oeuvre  of  the  collection.  A  small  sketch  by 
Raphael  of  the  Murder  of  the  Innocents  ap- 
peared to  me  to  possess  all  the  l)cauties  of  that 
master.  Two  Gaspar  Poussins,  two  Bretighels 
of  unusual  size,  were  among  the  most  remark- 
able. But  the  gallery  is  in  great  disorder,  and, 
being  uidieated,  the  pictures  are  suffering  from 
the  inclemency  of  the  atmosphere.  Princess 
Beloielsky,  whose  lieauty  I  have  before  alluded 
to,  is  now  sitting  to  Mrs.  Robinson,  our  Eng- 
lish artist,  who  is  earning  golden  opinions  in 
the  high  circles  for  the  beauty  and  grace  of 
her  jjortraita.  This  lady  is  also  engaged  upon 
a  futMeogth  of  the  Empress. 

Hence  we  proceeded  to  the  Tauride  Palace, 
presented  by  Potemkin  to  Catherine  II. — the 
latest  sovereign  on  European  record  who  has 
accepted  such  a  gift  from  a  favourite.     Thid 
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building  is  now  dedicated  to  the  residence  of  a 
few  superannuated  ladies  of  the  court.  The 
entrance  saloon  is  occupied  by  a  coUectJon  of 
antique  marbles,  and  in  the  centre  stands  a 
temple,  in  form  like  the  temple  of  Vesta,  with 
malachite  pillars  and  inlaid  jasper  floor,  ca- 
pable of  containing  about  eix  persons,  and  des- 
tined, not  as  the  seat  (for  in  Russian  places  of 
worship  none  sit),  but  as  the  standing-place  of 
honour  of  the  Emperor — to  be  placed  withia 
that  most  wortliy  outer  temple  the  Isaac's 
Church  :  this  is  the  gift  of  M.  DeraidofT. 
Through  the  Salle  des  Antique  we  passed  to 
the  grand  biill-roora, — where  Potemtin  gave  a 
fete  to  the  Empress,  and  where  the  musicians 
were  suspended  in  the  chandeliers, — which 
terminates  in  a  vast  semicircle,  filled  with 
orange  and  pomegranate  trees,  interspersed 
with  marble  statues. 

The  church  of  Smolna  now  claimed  our  at- 
tention— a  magnificent  pile  in  white  marble, 
with  les  institutions  pour  les  fiUes  nohlet  on 
either  hand,  each  with  chapel  adjoining,  on 
the  same  scale  as  the  church,  and  connected 
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with  a  gorgeous  iron  railing.  We  entered, — 
and  the  peculiarity  of  the  scene  arrested  our 
steps — for  no  object  met  our  view  save  wails 
and  columns  of  polished,  dazzUng  white  mar- 
ble. Passing  on,  tiie  three  altars  appeared,  or 
rather  the  massive  screens,  of  bronze-gilt  vine- 
leaves,  grapes,  and  ears  of  com  intertwined, 
which  concealed  tliem.  The  altar-steps  and 
pavement  were  of  porphyry,  the  altar-railings 
crystal. 

A  velvet  canopy  on  the  one  hand  betokens 
the  Emperor's  place,  and  on  the  other  a  marble 
tablet  records  the  benevolent  life  of  tlie  late 
Em  press- mother,  who  founded  the  adjoinmg 
institutions.  But  these  were  the  only  objects 
which  broke  the  grand  monotony  of  white 
marble.  The  choristers  sing  from  the  heights 
of  the  pillars,  the  narrow  overhnnging  ledge 
being  protected  by  invisible  railings.  The 
church  was  of  a  most  ^^cable  tem{>erature 
(or  rather  where  is  the  Russiau  ediBce  that  is 
not?);  this  is  maintained  by  tweaty^four  stovei, 
heat«Hl  without  intermission. 

Emerging,    we   encountered   thirty    of   the 
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court  carriages,  in  grand  trappings,  proceeding 
at  a  foot-pace,  and  bearing  the  young  ladies  of 
the  adjoining  convents,  who  on  this  only  day 
of  the  year  parade  slowly  through  the  streets, 
and  are  allowed  to  have  such  a  peep  of  the 
world  as  may  be  had  through  the  cloeded 
glasses  of  a  coach,  and  in  the  presence  of  a 
superior.  Four  of  these  young  creatures  were 
in  each  coach,  attended  hy  an  elder. 

And  now  by  this  time  we  were  almost  as 
sick  of  sight-seeing  as,  doubtless,  you  are ;  and 
with  sharpened  appetites,  cloaks  laden  with 
icicles,  and  cheeks  tinged  with  the  brightest 
crimson,  we  returned  to  the  luxurious  manstons 
of  the  great  in  Petersburg, 

However  we  may  impugn  the  severity  and 
implacability  of  a  Russian  frost,  yet  there  is 
something  inexpressibly  exhilarating  in  this 
continuance  of  serene,  sunny  weather,  which 
sheds  R  hazy  brightness  over  the  picturesque 
street  and  canal  scenery  of  this  capital,  and 
decks  the  distant  snow  perspective  in  alternate 
stripes  of  yellow  lights  and  Hlac  shadows.  As 
many  sledges  are  now  seen  gliding*  upon  the 


A  DRIVE  ny  NIGHT. 


2S1 


L 


canals  as  in  the  streets — as  many  passing  under 
as  crossing  over  the  numerona  bridges.  A 
constant  warfare,  however,  is  going  forward 
with  the  ice  ;  for  bands  of  peasants  are  hewing 
and  extracting  great  blocks — destined  for  the 
Bummer's  ice-houses,  or  intended  to  alleviate  the 
violence  of  the  thaw's  inundation, — and  thence 
are  seen  tiling  through  the  streets  on  rough 
sledges,  composedly  leaning  or  sitting  on  their 
cold,  transparent  loads. 

-There  is  a  peculiar  pleasuK  in  passing  from 
one  quarter  of  this  vast  capital  to  another  by 
night,  in  aii  open  sledge,  with  one  fiery  horse 
and  a  trusty  coachman,  crosauig  from  the  is- 
lands  the  gloomy  Neva,  which  is  lighted  by 
lamps,  just  directing  your  track;  with  the 
huge  outline,  Rpiked  with  scafToldiog,  of  the 
Iflaac'ii  Church,  n'sing  dull  against  the  sky, 
and  the  Winter  Palace  before  you  streaked 
with  brightly  Hglited  arched  windows,  framed 
in  yellow  or  crimson  draperies.  Thence 
through  the  streets,  less  lighted  by  their  oil- 
lamps  than  by  the  illuminated  palaces  of  the 
nobility ;  while  here  and  there  a  crush  of  oar- 
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riages»  and  bright  flaring  tongues  of  flamei 
from  vessels  of  oil  placed  on  the  pavement,  be* 
token  a  gala  within.  And  so  onwards  through 
the  Champ  de  Mars;  on  the  one  hand^  the 
flickering,  shooting  coruscations  of  an  aurora, 
bright  as  the  rising  sun,  the  almost  nightly 
.  phenomenon  of  this  latitude^-and  on  the  other 
the  glare  of  a  fire  in  the  suburbs,  which,  frt)m 
the  number  of  old  wooden  houses  still  lett, 
and  the  proverbial  Russian  carelessness,  is  al- 
most  as  frequent  an  occurrence.  And  now 
the  horse  rushes  swiftly  forward,  disturbing 
thoughts  which  have  wandered,  they  know 
not  how,  from  these  fires  of  heaven  and  earth 
to  homes  in  England,  and  that  scarce  less  than 
home  in  Estonia ;  and  the  air  meets  your  face 
with  the  sharpness  of  an  instrument,  while,  re- 
gardless of  the  deep  furrows  of  the  long-worn 
ice,  the  generous  animal  continues  his  speed 
till  the  little  sledge  mounts  and  descends  like 
a  bark  on  a  bounding  wave ;  and  you  are  fain 
to  hook  one  finger  into  the  coachman's  broad 
silken  belt  to  keep  your  equilibrium. 

At  all  fires  of  any  importance,  the  Emperqi^ 
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who  ajipears  to  perform  the  real  labour  of  any 
three  men  in  his  own  person,  and  to  possess  a 
frame  and  a  will  of  the  sanse  metal,  is  a  con- 
stant attendant.  Also  here,  as  at  the  masked 
bails,  some  of  his  principid  officers  arc  sum- 
moned as  a  part  of  their  service;  sometimes 
with  such  trial,  from  fatigue  and  exposure  to 
cold,  to  their  physical  powers,  as  to  induce  tlie 
unloyal  wis!)  that  his  Majesty's  were  a  little 
Ie«8  vigorous. 

But  it  seems  a  prevailing  principle  with  the 
Crown  to  interpose  its  presence,  or  an  earnest 
of  ite  presence,  in  every  circumstance  of  life, 
whether  usual  or  accidental, — to  prove  to  its 
subjects  the  indispensability  of  its  help — to 
maintain  literally  the  relation  of  parent  and 
child — and  by  retaining  its  hold  over  every 
department,  and  making  that  a  favour  which 
we  should  consider  a  right,  to  facilitate  the 
immediate  exertion  of  its  power.  With  the 
army  thi«  is  conspicuously  the  case.  Tlie 
officer  whose  strict  pay  is  so  paltry  that  it  ix 
far  from  defraying  the  expenses  of  his  wife's 
wardrobe,  rcctivos  in  addition  what  is  called 
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Taf el-geld,  or  table-money ;  for,  like  the  sol- 
diers, lie  is  supposed  to  be  boarded  at  the  Em- 
peror's expense,  and  besides  this  may  expect 
an  annual  present,  eitlier  from  his  Majesty  or 
the  Grand  Duke  Michael,  equal  about  in 
amount  lo  hia  pay.  Lodging  and  furniture  are 
also  provided  him.  The  higher  officers  con- 
nected with  the  state,  especially,  occupy  mag- 
nificent residences  belonging  to  the  Crown,  and 
furnished  with  proportionate  splendour.     Such 

is  the  extent  of  Count 's  superb  hotel,  one 

of  the  Crown  residences  just  mentioned,  that  a 
subaltern  constantly  resides  in  the  house  in 
order  to  superintend  the  necessary  repairs.  If 
a  chimney  smokes,  or  a  window  is  broken,  or 
a  nail  requires  to  be  placed,  this  crown  servant 
is  summoned. 

But  fliese  subjects,  trivial  as  they  may  ap- 
pear, are  connected  with  the  very  well-springs 
of  Russian  policy,  and  therefore  not  within  the 
vocation  of  tlie&e  letters.  Meanwhile,  the  Carni- 
val,or  what  is  here  termed  the  Maslenitza — lite- 
rally the  Biittericoche,  or  Butter-week — when 
tlie  fatiguing  round  of  amusement  is  redoubled 
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— when  mosktid  balls  are  more  frequent  and 
more  full — when  the  theatres  are  open  both 
morning  and  evening— when  the  grand  Phti-e 
before  the  Winter  Palace  is  occupied  by  tJie 
Moniagnex  Rtmses,  and  by  the  Katcheli,  or 
Russian  iuerry-go-roundB — and  when  tiie  streets 
throng  with  that  unusual  feature  in  Petersburg, 
a  crowd  of  pedestrians — this  happy  time  for  so 
many  is  come  and  gone :  and  in  its  place.  Lent, 
witli  its  church-going  aud  fasting — when  con- 
certs and  tableaux  constitute  the  sole  entertain- 
ments— when  the  German  theatre  alone  is  open 
— wheu  meat  and  butter,  eggs  and  milk,  are 
all  forbidden,  and  your  tea  and  coffee  are  only 
mollified  by  the  extract  of  almonds — when  all 
the  outward  apparel  of  a  feast  goes  forward, 
but  your  disheii  are  only  an  ingenious  varia- 
tion of  fish  and  oil,  Bour  aud  water ;  or  if  a 
more  nutritious  ingredient,  or  more  savoury 
taste,  find  its  way  in,  it  is  at  the  expense  of  the 
cook's  conscience,  and  not  your  own  ; — Lent, 
wheu  those  who  before  had  feasted,  or  before 
had  starved,  all  now  ecjually  fast,  and  from 
which   only  the  foreigoer    or  the  invalid   is 
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exempt,  has  now  commenced  its  seven  weeks' 
reign. 

And  with  the  vanished  gaieties  of  this  gay- 
est and  dullest  of  all  capitals  the  sober  writer 
of  these  letters  must  also  pass  away — to  retain 
a  sincere  admiration  for  the  intrinsic  elements 
of  Russia — ^the  deepest  interest  in  its  welfare — 
the  highest  faith  in  its  destiny ; — ^but  also  the 
reluctant  conviction  that,  at  this  present  time, 
Russia  is  the  country  where  the  learned  man 
wastes  his  time,  the  patriot  breaks  his  heart, 
and  the  rogue  prospers. 


THE   END. 


Loodoii :  Krinladlir  VtLtiAM  Ctowxt  Mid  SoM.  8lsmf»rd  flUiict. 
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